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$8,000,000 FOR BWAY LEGIT ~ 





Fiasco Season May 


Crack Political 


Snafu of Saratoga as a Resort 


Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 17. +4 


The current fiasco season at | 
Saratoga may break things wide | 
open and end the many-years stale-: 
mate between the political factions. | 
Solons in the state capital always | 
felt this held back the development 
of the spa as an oasis for vacation- 
ers. The gambling and nitery ap- 
purtenances would then become 
incidental; Saratoga and its springs | 
would take on the real values, and 
the greed and avarice of conflicting 
politicians would not be as blatant. 

Until now, between the Demo- 
crats controlling the city and the 
Republicans the county, the dice- 
men, stickmen, horserooms, . pool- 
rooms, casinos, ete., found them- 
selves uncomfortably in the mid- 
die. Along with that, this past year | 
or so found the Monmouth and | 
Atlantic City racetracks ‘not as | 





“tough” on gambling and the gam- 
bling fraternity, with result the_ 
current local season is layingga big 
omelet. , | 

A disgusted and/or hep public is 
either staying away or doing its— 
entertaining at their Saratoga | 
homes. The 24-30 day track season | 
no longer is the bonanza it once 





Robeson to Sing in Texas 


Dallas, Aug. 17. 

A concert with political as well 
as musical interest looms here with 
the announcement that Paul Robe- 
son, Negro baritone, would give a 
recital here under the auspices of 
the (Henry A. Wallace) Progressive 
party of Texas. 

This is the singer’s first appear- 
ance here, and the profits will be 
used for the Progressive Party cam- 
paign purposes. 


Korda Rep Raps 
Distrib ‘Collab 





On Pix Boycott 


Sizzling charge that major 
American distribs are “submitting 
to and collaborating in” the cur- 
rent boycott of British films in this 


was for greedy bellhops, cabbies, ! country was hurled this week by 
waiters, hotels and even the stores,| Morris Helprin, v.p. of London 
especially during the August rac-' Film Productions, Inc., Sir Alexan- 
ing season. der Korda’s U. S. subsid. Helprin 

Actually, at other times, the spa| declared that company toppers 
is a conservative community but here are aiding and abetting the 
has been retarded by political | public boycott as “retaliation, per- 


abracadabra which forfends piping | 
the curative waters into hotels. 
Were it not for that, the big chains | 
would seize the opportunity to, 
build modern accommodations, | 
sorely needed here. As result, save | 
for the Gideon-Putnam, the newest | 
hotel here, the community is| 
divided between the so-called “re- | 
stricted” hotels and those catering | 
to the sizeable Jewish element | 
which comes to Saratoga for the | 
waters. 

When the late Franklin D. | 


(Continued on page 14) 


Berle, Groucho, Bing, 
As Powerhouse For 
ABC on Wednesdays 


Powerhouse parlay in Wednes- 
day night programming was put 
together by ABC this week with 
the slotting of the new Milton 
Berle-emceed “Texaco Star Thea-. 
tre” in the 9-9:30 segment follow- 
ing Old Gold’s hour-long “Amateur 
Hour,” for the eastern time zone. 

Coupled with Groucho Marx at 
9:30 and Bing Crosby at 10, the 
two and one-half hour block looks 
to webbers like a combo able to 
beat even last’ season's strong 
sequence—and that was ABC's top- 
ranking night. 

Outside the eastern time zone, 
Crosby will be aired again at 9, 
with “Star Theatre” slotted follow- 
ing it at 9:30. Berle moves in 
Sept. 22, the night following his 
debut on “Star Theatre’s” NBC- 








TV version. ] 


‘urday night. 


haps only subconscious,” for re- 
strictions placed on American films 
in Britain. 

Boycott, which has become so 
effective in New York that vir- 
tually no British-owned films are 
now playing there and which is 
spreading throughout the country, 
is being engineered by an outfit 
known as The Sons of Liberty. It 
is a non-sectarian group, claimin 
to be against “British imperialism 
in any form.” 

Helprin’s wrath has been fanned 
into a blaze by decision of 20th- 
Fox, which distributes Korda prod- 
uct in the U. S., and RKO to ean- 
cel the engagement, scheduled to 
start today (Wednesday), of Kor- 
da’s “Ideal Husband” on the RKO 
circuit. Likewise, Korda’s “Mine 
Own Executioner” has had a date 
at the Sutton, N. Y., nixed as a 
result of pressure and threats of 


picketing by the Sons of Liberty. 


“The boycott doesn’t exist ex- 
(Continued on page 47) 


MASKED SPOONER — 
WOOS "EM ON WAX 


RCA-Victor signed the Masked 
Spooner to a-term contract Mon- 
day (16). He’s the masked charac- 
ter developed from an idea by Jack 
Rourke Productions, a Coast 
agency which ‘has him on a Don 
Lee network broadcast every Sat- 
Spooner half-talks, 
half-sings the lyrics to pop and 
standard tunes and is said to nave 





made a hit with the idea on the 


(Continued on page 47) 


67 SHOWS DUE 
BY YEAR'S END 


By HOBE MORRISON 

An estimated $8,000,000 will be 
invested in new legit productions 
on Broadway this fall. © Despite 
adverse factors, there are 67 new 
shows figured as probable openers 
by the Christmas-New Year holiday 
week. That’s a bullish prospect, 
particularly considering that un- 
likely entries have already been 
eliminated from the announced list. 

The likely new productions in- 
clude 43 straight plays, including 
three revivals, and 24 musicals, in- 
cluding two revivals. In addition, 
five current shows appear set. to 
continue at least through the fall 
and winter, and six others are pos- 
sibilities to hold on a few more 


months. Four of the current shows 
are slated to go on tour within a 


(Continued en page 42) 


Theatres’ Video Lounges 
Seen as Exhibitors’ B.0. 


Equalizer vs. Saloons 


Trenton, Aug. 17. 

New Jersey exhibs think they 
have hit on a partial but pretty big 
answer to the raids on business 
recently staged by bars and Sa- 
loons equipped with television sets. 
Flock of Jersey theatre ops have 
now installed tele sets in lounges 
or specially built rooms for their 
patrons. it’s working because the 
dip in grosses suffered heretofore, 
especially on fight nights and from 
night baseball, has leveled off ma- 
terially. 

Jerseyites find that theatres are 
gain popular because the head of 
the ‘family can catch the sports 
event at the flickery while his 
spouse sees the picture. Almost 
every theatre in Jersey is expected 
to have tele sets before the year 
is up. 


N.Y. Cops 0.0. ‘Stop Music’ 
in B’way House; Lottery? 


Official status of the theatre edi- 
tion of “Stop the Music” is up in 
the air since last week. Police 
made a surprise visit io the Cap- 
itol theatre, N. Y., last week to 
see if local lottery laws were be- 
ing violated. 

Since then. there’s been no of- 
ficial notification as to police find- 
ings on the matter and show has 
been a!'owed to proceed. 











Babe Ruth Requiem Song 

The morning following the death 
of Babe Ruth on Monday night 
(16), Dubonnet Music, N. Y. pub- 
lishers, were ready with a requiem 
number dedicated to the baseball 
idol. 

Titled “Safe At Home,” lyrics 
and music were written by Jack 





Rollins and Perry Alexander. 





eat 


Kate Smith, ‘Miss Brooks, Lum-Abner 


Inked in Upbeat 


Paris in B.0. Slump | 


Paris, Aug. 17. 
Vacationing patrons have dealt 
the entertainment industry here a 
tough blow. 
More than half of the legit 
houses have closed, while grosses 
at film theatres are slumping badly. 


Study Security 
For Musicians 


In Met Op Talks 


The N. Y. Metropolitan Opera 
Assn’s. muddled situation about a) 
season in ’48-'49 remained unclar- 
ified after yesterday’s (Tues.) meet- 
ing of its board of directors, Which 
followed the 412 hour meeting be- 
tween management and unions last | 
Thursday (12). Although no word | 
was given out as to either meeting, | 
it’s, understood that George A. 











the lead role. 


for Fall Air Shows 


Radio show-buying perked up 
last week, with big spenders like 
Colgate and Philip Morris setting 
new program deals. The flurry of 
sponsor inkings found Colgate pick- 
ing up “Our Miss Brooks” on CBS, 
PM going for “Kate Smith Sings” 
on Mutual, Frigidaire lining up 
Lum ‘n’ Abner to replace “Man 
Called X,” and Tums signing on a 
new Alan Young comedy stanza. 
A bankroller, its first, was re- 
ported on the line for Mutual’s 
“Leave It to the Girls.” 

Meantime, the Assn. of American 
Railroads, following a long stretch 
of mulling, tossed its 45-minute 
weekly musicomedy program—a 
$1,200,000 time and talent deal—to 
ABC, for a probable O=+ 4 debut 
in the Monday 8-8:45 p. m. period. 
Benton & Bowles, agency on the as 
yet untitled show, reportedly is 
dickering with Tony Martin to take 
Dick Haymes was 
initially set for it, but the deal fell 
through. . . 

Fall program buying has been 
slow of late, with the crop of pact- 
ings in the last few days having 
given the trade a big lift. Inde- 
cisions have been laid in part to 


(Continued on page 30) 





Sloan, chairman of the Mét’s board, | 

opened Thursday’s meeting with a | 

discussion of VARIETY’s ecctusive Balto Theatre Will 

story of last week (10), which dis- | Fi ° 
inance Operation To 


cussed a possible real estate angle | 
involved. Although admitting that 





certain Met directors owned stock 
in the opera house, Sloan said that | 


(Continued on page 47) | 


FEW NY. BISTROS HIT 
BY BOOZE-MIN. EDICT 


As part of the postwar thinking, 
in relation to giving the customers | 
a better shake for their money, | 
born of course by the public’s own | 
shopping for best values, the Alco- | 
holic Beverage Control of the N.Y. | 
State Liquor authority has kayoed | 

(Continued on page 41) | 





Restore Singer’s Sight 


Chicago, Aug. 17. 
Izzy Rappaport, operator of the 
Hippodrome, Baltimore, will 
finance operation on Harold Parr, 
blind singer with Horace Heidt 
radio winners unit. When unit 
played Baltimore a week ago, Rap- 
paport found that Parr was hble 
to distinguish light from a sun 
lamp. Latter will leave unit this 
week to enter Johns Hopkins hos- 
pital, Baltimore, for an operation. 
Rappaport’s son underwent a 
similar operation several years ago 

that restored his sight, 
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Walsh Scores 


Commie Agitation In 
H’wood Labor at IATSE 39th Conv. 





Cleveland, Aug. 17. + 


Hollywood’s “Communistic 
tendencies,” as well as the 10 in- 
dicted film figures and Conference 
of Studio Unions chieftain Her- 
bert K. Sorrell were scorched by | 
Richard F. Walsh in his official 
report to the 39th biennial conven- 
tion of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
The IA prexy also swiped at the 
Taft-Hartley law, urging immedi- 
ate repeal and stronger organiza- 
tien of labor groups. On brass tack 
union matters, Walsh promised to. 
push a pension plan for TA work- 
ers and straighten out unionization 
of television and 16m fields. 


Terming Communist agitation as 
a. “well organized plot of stooges 
of Moscow” to seize control of the | 
nation’s screen, Walsh said that! 
“had it not been for IA’s militant 
battle against the spread of sub- 
versive, foreign propaganda, those 
dictators might well have accom- 
plished this important objective.” 
Sorrell was specially singled out 
by Walsh as one who was “puwsi- 
tively identified by handwriting 
experts of the FBI” as a signer of 
Communist party documents. 

Slamming the Taft-Hartley act, , 
Walsh said its attempt to bar polit-| 
ical activity by labor proved the’! 
existence of a “certain amount of 
pro-fascist thinking” in America. 
He said the IA would conduct a 
vigorous fight “not only against 
totalitarianism of the left but also 




























































against totaliarianism of . the 
right.” He charged “vested in- 
terests” with playing a cat-and- 
mouse game with labor by not 


pressing for strict enforcement of 
the law until after the November 
election. 

Other Benefits 

Besides pressing for higher social 
security benefits, Walsh said the IA | 
would submit a worked-out pen- 
sion plan for inclusion in the next 
studio contract. Details of —the 
plan will be disclosed at tomor- 
row’s (Wed.) session. 

He also suggested taking steps 
to unionize allegedly non-profit 
summer theatres which make such 
profits that are “a stiff, unfair com- 
petitor’” to commercial theatres. 
While still an advocate of local 
autonomy, Walsh said 16m juris- 
diction would be directly under the 
IA national office. 


Same situation will apply to tele- 
vision, Walsh declared. Com-| 
plexities of working conditions in| 
video field are causing too much) 
misunderstanding, he admitted, | 
particularly among young tech-' 
nicians frem engineering schools! 
who are not union-minded paid 
After the convention, Walsh said he 
hoped to bring about an agreement | 
with the International Brotherhood | 
of Electrical Workers along the) 
same lines as IA’s pact with In- | 
ternational Sound Technicians, 
Local 695. 

Britain’s Tom O’Brien 

Formation of an_ international 
corporation by picture industry 
leaders in U. S. and Britain to set- 
tie their problems was urged by 
Tom O’Brien, general secretary of 
Britain’s National Assn. of Thea- | 
tre and Kine Employees, in an un- | 
efficial speech prior to opening of 
the convention. 


{ 


com 
lecal union officials. 
heard William Green, AFL | 


president, blast at the 80th Con- | 
gress for its ‘glaring failures” 
and “arbitrary injustice” of Hart- | 
ley-Taft bill. The theatrical trades 
must “root Reds from public serv- | 
ice,” he said, hinting headlines 
about Communist spy rings may 
be “intention to obscure real 
issues” facing the world. 


Faction of California delegates 
set up headquarters here for a 
political machine to push Gene 
Atkinson, biz agent of projection- 
ists Local 110, ‘Chicago, against 
Walsh as presidential candidate in | 








‘a change 


convention elections. It’s reported | 
group headed by Wallace Crowley, | 
prexy of projectionistS local 40, 
Los Angeles, and George Shaffer, 
business agent, had _ kittied up 
$10,000 liguor and entertainment 
fund to get votes for their man. 
Atkinson is keeping mum but in- 
dicated he’s willing to be drafted | 
if IA sentiment swings his way. 


Actor-Producer 
Units a Natural 
Thinks Henreid 








~~ 


S32Zist Week! 
3303 Performances 


All-time long run record in 
_ the legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 


And now in world-wide release 


“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s ™ 
Academy Award Film 








El! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 





Current swing «Hollywood's 
thesps to combined acting-produc- 
ing stints is a natural, according 
to Paul Henreid who has _ just 
wrapped up “Hollow Triumph.” his 
first along those lines. Henreid’s 
opinion is that an actor can do a 
better job in the production end. 
particularly in casting, than the 


Govt Outlines 


Pix-Radio Coin 


outsider who has never played a 

role. “Directing interferes a great F ( 

deal with acting but the job of | or verseas 

producer is a natural complement,” | 

he said. Washington, Aug. 17. 
So far as Henreid is concerned,’ State Department toppers last 


the business of taking on produc- week outlined just how they will 
tion chores is the only surefire way | expand the everseas pix and radio 
of an actor escaping Hollywood's | programs to use the whopping ap- 
penchant for type-casting. He) propriation boost they got from 
swung into the job for Eagle Lion | Congress this year. 
on “Triumph” because he “wanted The. radio division will add 
; of body pd pve and broadcasts in 10 new languages, in- 
oomen } vara « producers 0 crease English-language programs 
enn on SwiteR,. ‘and broadcasts beamed to Soviet 

I've grown tired of the same satellites, generally overhaul its 
part and I figure the public must | schedule to give more emphasis to 
be tired of it also,” Henreid ex- broadcasts to Europe. The pix di- 
plained. “I couldn't get a producer | vision will acquire 100 new reels, 
to take a chance on another part. triple its staff, show in more coun- 
so I've been forced into producing | tries to more people. 
for myself. For the past few years, Congress this year voted the De- 
the only part I’ve been permitted i ots ier : 

af ' artment’s overseas information 

to play is the quiet, understanding P 
lover who suffers a great deal.” 

A producer's duties end when 
preparation of a picture is complet- 
ed and the actor can then take over 

(Continued on page 20) 
| radio. 


¢ 
LEWIS & MARTIN'S U "io. Rao get the ons 
: FILM DEAL NOW COLD iv: a aaa an gagome Se ie 


The New York nitery comedians, : 
Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin, are bring to 32 the 
cold on a Universal film deal /anguages in which the Depart- 
which was in an on-and-off-again ™ent is now turning out broad- 
position all last week. At first C@sts. New tongues include Ara- 
they balked, through their per-| bic, Persian and Turkish for Near 
sonal manager, Abby Greshler, on 


30, 1949. Last year, it had slashed 
the program to a mere $10,500,000. 
The funds cover book purchases, 
_libraries, information centers, and 
'other activities as well as pix and 





certain terms, but eventually U ™inutes for each program daily; | Marlin 


changed its mind too. (Continued on page 21) 


Comedians are currently a click | 
at Slapsie Maxie’s, Hollywood nit- Sp 
ery, which was booked to show-¢ y Probe May Bea Break 


case them for films since they | For H’ wood Commie Quiz 


have had a number of bids. 
Washington, Aug. 17. 


English Femme Sought ;.icha°er the mation sictuce indus 
As Harrison’s Anne 


| try. 
Rex Harrison’s femme lead in the current “spies in government: 








Consensus in Washington is that 


Over 1,100 delegates were wel- “Anne of a 1,000 Days” is expected hunt _of the House Un-American “his most valuable pearls. Feels he 
yesterday by Walsh and to be Joyce Redman, British ac- Activities Committee, which Miss|WaS Marked before. he entered | 
They | tress, according to present plans of | Bentley launched, has again put | 


The Playwrights Co. and Leland off reopening of the committee’s 
Hayward, who are jointly produc- | Hollywood investigations. Some 
ing Maxwell Anderson’s play. Har- committee members think the pix 
rison plays the Henry 8th role. | hearings, which had been set for 

Actor clippered to Paris Monday late this month, may not take place 


(16) with his wife, Lilli Palmer, now until after the elections—if 
but returns in time for Sept. 15 then. 
rehearsais. She with Maria Mon-, The spy hearings, according to 


tez (who accompanied them) and | Committee 
Jean-Pierre Aumont will do a bi- Stripling, will last another three 
lingual French-English film in | weeks. Then eome hearings on Bu- 
Paris, which Aumont'’s brother will ,reau of Standards head Edward U. 
direct. ; : ; ; Condon, then Hollywoed. But by 

Bretaigne Windust will direct ‘that time, it’ll be September, and 


Chief Investigator 


the sets and costumes. 


a i. ne ; sans - | America, y is: Edw: 
Anne,” and Jo Mielziner is doing many committee members won't |G. and Giadss Robinson, Eddie and | ~ taal Te Smith 
‘want to leave pre-election chores.' Ida Canter. Arriving’ two days’ Robert Wolff 


| program $28,000,000 for operations | 
‘during the 12 months ending June | 


Radio gets the lion’s share. | 
which | Conger 


linguists can be recruited, will | 
number § of | 
| 
\in Paris until Bob returns from the 
London Olympics the 20th. 

















The George V. lobby like Hill- 
crest on Ladies Night. : 
Harry Richman celebrating his 


with a gang of 30 at a bistro seat- 
ing 15, and then hiked everybody 
over to the biggest table the Lido 
jever saw. 

Jack Benny telling a “How dumb 
can a guy be” joke to Eddie Cantor 
who laughed and yelled—Marvel- 
lous'—when in walked Phil Harris 
in time to say, Who?—Me? 

The English press—Lana Turner 
feud has come to the point where 
they only print pictures of her re- 
touched for ugliness. 

There’s something about a hel- 
meted soldier on motorcycle that 
means business. 

Mrs. Jack Durant (Molly O'Neill) 
grabbing Paris for every minute 
during her thre. days’ stay. 

Eddie Cantor raved about Rich- 
ard Josef Inger (Palestinian Chal- 
iapin) to Jack Kapp and wants to 
present Inger this fall in concerts 
in principal U. S. cities. 

Irving Berlin and Irving Hofi- 
man off to Amsterdam, returning 
the 26th. 

Two million left Paris for this 
month of August so you can im- 
agine what's happened to the film 
biz. 

If Paul Reynaud (‘new finance 
minister) can make with the franc 
and dollar with a free hand, France 
may give birth to’an economic ren- 
aissance. 

Ladies the beauty parlor ordeals 
here cost about the same. but they 
do spray you all over with your 
favorite parfum for the finale. 

Bob Tausig ‘Paul Tausig & Son) 
thrilled because he received an air 
letter the same day it was post- 
marked in N. Y. C. 

Here’s some _ colors the top 
stylists are splitiing hairs with:— 
mouse gray, mole gray, dawn gray 
—lampshade green, bottle 





petrol blue. But faded claret red 
stands uncontested. 
The Main Street tourists are 


using the U. S. Embassy like as if 
it was “Ask Mr. Foster’—One 
woman demanded to know where 
she could board her cat. 
Installments DeLuxe @ 
Phil Harris, asking the price of | 
an Alfa Romeo car, was told the 
chassis cost so much, the body so 
much, and the top, tires, and lights | 
extra. Retorted Phil._—*What?— 
d’ye have to buy it in pieces?” 
Homesick department: Lewis & 
(N. Y.) windows S. S. 
Pierce’s (Boston) ditto—the Farm- 
ers market (Hollywood). 
S.0.S.—-Somebody - locate Larry, 
the bartender ‘last seen in Holly- 
wood) for his Rob Roy recipe. 
Mrs. Bob Considine sitting it out 


The Jack Benny buneh (Phil 


Eastern listeners, with about 30! Harris, Alice Faye. Sam Perrin, 


Maxwell, Mary §Living- 
stone and gang check nightly with 
‘the Harry Richman team (30) on 
which eateries and clubs they'll | 
;make so’s to avoid overcrowding | 
a joint. 
__ It gets you sore when you cable 
for action, only to get protraction | 
‘(via airmail answers). 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr.'s show | 
\trailer was chiseled into and) 
robbed near San Remo, Italy. Lost 
| his special movie equipment, pass- | 
| port, money, sport coats ‘they left , 
‘his business suits) but overlooked , 


Italy F.B.I. got these facts: Bor-| 
relli, Lucky Luciano aide, invited 
Vanderbilt to his nightclub for a 
\lookaround and kept him _inter- 
| ested mae enough for the job to | 

off. 


Jack Benny went antique shop- | 
| Ping and came back with two new 
,cups for coffee. | 
| Jack Kapp lunched with Sir | 
Stafford Cripps while in London) 
, who told him France is the key to | 
|Europe’s economy. 
Returners Home! 


| Arriving in New York on the} 





Paris Runaround 
By Borrah Mineviteh 


Paris, Aug. 12. later (Queen Elizabeth), Harry 


53d birthday (willing to prove it) | 


green, | 
pine and pea green—ink blue, and ! 








"> 


Richman and Sophie Tucker. 

French gin gives you green gin 
jitters. 

Could -be: Howard Hughes re- 
viving vaude by televising it from 
the stage where it belongs—the 
Palace. 


Have yet to pass the Arc de 
Triomphe in the wee hours and 
not see some bareheaded some- 


body looking at the Unknown Sol- 
dier’s eternal flame. 
Phil Harris and his ball pens' 
With radio looking pale, vaude 
routes scrimpy the Met closing. and 
night club operators a little deaf. 


Uncle Sam better step in and is 
restock his arsenal of morale 
Remedy: exempt income tax on 
flesh appearances for one whole 
season. 

Jack Benny velling after Phil 


Harris who was dashing out of the 
George V. lobby: “Where ye#going 
Phil?” To which Phil yelled back, 
“I ain’t going to fry chicken.” 

England weathering a cigarette 
famine. 

Things to think about before 
reaching for a Nembutal — Sing- 
apore’s (Chicago) spare ribs: Dol- 
ores (Hollywood) banana cream 
pie; Tompson’s Spa (Boston) coffee 
icecream soda versus Hicks (N. Y.) 
same; Buckingham Pharmacy (57th 
St.) N. ¥. C.) coffee—Rieke’s soup 
salon (Chicago); Chasen's ‘Holly- 
wood) Caesar salad: and Lum 
Fung’s (N. Y.) Moo Goo Gai Pan. 
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L. A. to N. Y. 


Glen Anders 
Maurice Bergman 
Turhan Bey 
Charles Boren 
Gilmor Brown 
Anthony Buttitta 
Jimmy Campbell 
Alfred Chamie 
J. Cheever Cowdin 
Ann Dvorak 
Harold Goldberg 
Jon Hall 
Teddy Hart 
George Heller 
Henry Jaffe 
Harry Kurnitz 
Louis Lipstone 
A. H. McCausland 
Fred S. Meyer 
Arthur Michaud 
Robert Newman 
Thelma Ritter 
William Scully 
Joseph H. Seidelman 
Spyros Skouras 
janca Stroock 
Jimmy Stroock 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Charles Boyer 

Tom Brady 

At Delyn 

Stanley Gilkey 
Sam Goldwyn, Jr. 
Guthrie McClintic 
Mrs. Ruby Schinasi 
Irene Selznick 


SON 


ee ee 





Europe to N. Y. 


Alfred Bollington 
Eddie Cantor 
Jaeques Chabrier 
Edward G. Robinson 
Sol Hurok 

Marilyn Maxwell 
Vera Ralston 
Harry Richman 
Sophie Tucker 
Herbert J. Yates 


N. Y. to Europe 


Mary Bothwell 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Richard Greene 
Joseph Harris 
Rex Harrison 
Joseph Lew 
Micheline Loder 
I, E. Lopert 

Mrs. J. P. McEvoy 
Patricia Medina 
Maria Montez 
Lilli Palmer 
Katina Paxinou 























Lo @.. and 


a i ok ea Ook ie Ot ot | 6 


ai. mm tes a © aw et O~;, 


ei. oc mm Pa 


More Journal-Americans Are Sold in New York's 
8 ‘Blue Chip” Suburban Counties Thon All Other 
Metropolitan Evening Papérs Combined 
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Deily, over 700,000 — Sunday, over 1,250,000 







TOPS IN NEW YORK’S 
qua. TOP-BRACKET 
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Third Peper 
18 9% 


Second Feper 
24 1%. 
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Efforts Anew by ‘Big 5 to Settle 
With Govt on Anti-Trust Issues’ 





Negotiations have been opened¢ 
by the Big Five with the Dept. of | 
Justice for settlement of the Gov- | 
ernment anti-trust suit. Talks in | 
Washington have been progressing | 
several weeks, with conflicting re- | 
ports on how close to a compro- | 
mise deal the parties are, in an ef- | 
fort to finally haul down the cur- | 
tain on the 40-year-old suit. The | 
current efforts represent the third 
try by the majors, since inception 
of litigation, to get the case out of 
the way. 

Two former Government officials 
are said to be active in settlement 
maneuvers in behalf of the Big 
Five. Former N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Samuel I. Rosenman, who 
was a close adviser to the late 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, is 
one of the figures reportedly carry- 
ing the ball. The other is John F. 
Sonnett, who recently resigned as 
chief of the anti-trust division and 
is now in private practice in Wash- 
ington. 

Successful windup to negotia- 
tions would result in a tremendous 
shakeup in the present status of 
theatres. Understood the Big Five 
are offering to break open tightly 
closed theatre situations through- 
out the country by transfer of 
houses wherever present owner- 
ship means virtual monopoly in a 
territory by one of the film com- 
panies. Involved in the dickering 
also is the severing of all or al- 
most all partnership theatre ties. 

As to the Government’s reaction 
to the settlement offers, according 
to one report, a deal is close to 
signing. Present rash of rumors 
that affiliate theatres are being of- 


(Continued on page 14) 


Judge Coxe’s Naming 
Paves the Way for Oct. 
Anti-Trust Film Trial 


Way was cleared for on-schedule 
hearings in the Government’s anti- 
trust action with the naming of 
Federal District Judge Alfred C. 
Coxe as the third member of the 
statutory court. Judge Coxe steps 
into the vacancy caused by the 
death of Judge John Bright dur- 
ing the interim between the statu- 
tory court’s decision and that of 
the U. S. Supreme Court in May. 

Technically, his appr utment 
again opens the door for the Gov- 
ernment to seek a theatre - expan- 
sion freeze pending final results 
of the suit. Dept. of Justice’s pre- 
vious plea was nixed on the ground 
that the statutory court was not 
empowered to act without the va- 
ecancy first being filled. Industry 
legalites, however, do not believe 
the Government will risk another 
denial of its request for a ban on 
theatre acquisitions by the Big 
Five. 

Comparatively fast action in 
naming a_ successor to Judge 
Bright will better the chances of 
the case actually going to trial on 
Oct. 13, day now fixed by the 
court. Judge Coxe will have two 
months to familiarize himself with 
the protracted suit. 

Other two jurists sitting on the 
matter are Circuit Judge Augus- 
tus Hand and District Judge Henry 
W. Goddard. 


NUNNALLY JOHNSON 
RETURNING TO 20TH 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Nunnally Johnson  concluded- 
deal via transatlantic telephone 
with Darryl Zanuck to return to 
20th-Fox as a writer-producer. He 
checks in in mid-September, when 
Zanuck returns from Europe. 
Longterm deal was handled for 
Johnson by William Morris. He 
left 20th in 1943 to join Interna- 
tional after eight years’ on the 
Westwood lot, during which time 
he produced 22 pix, including 
“Grapes of Wrath,” “Country 
Doctor,” “Jesse James,” “Roxie 
Hart.” “Life Begins at 8:30” and 
“The Sullivans,” his last there. He 
moved to U-I when International 
merged with Universal. 











o . 
Drop ‘Message’ Pix 
Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Highly publicized production 
of ‘message’ pictures has been 
virtually abandoned by studios, 
with no attendant fanfare. 
Twentieth - Fox’s “Quality,” 
planned as a followup to 
“Gentlemen’s Agreement,” has 
been placed on the shelf. So 
has Col!umbia’s projected “Por- 
trait of An American Commu- 
nist.” Other producers who 
had announced such films are 
now talking of other things. 








U's Sales on Rask 
Pix in US. to Be 
Highly Selective 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

The soggy boxoffice returns from 
British pix in the past year has 
brought on a new sales policy by 
Universal in distributing J. Arthur 
Rank’s product in the U. S. _ In- 
stead of a mandatory minimum of 
12 Rank films being peddled on a 
purely commercial basis during 
1948-49, as previously agreed, U 
has now set up three brackets for 
its share of Rank’s product. Re- 
portedly, this is over the direct 
opposition of Britain’s ace film- 
maker. 

Henceforth, U has reserved to 
itself the right to reject any Rank 
pic if it doesn’t feel that the film 
will do biz in America. As °for 
those which it accepts, the com- 
pany has the sole discretion to de- 
termine whether the pic will go 
into general release, along with 
U’s Hollywood output; or to its 
Prestige unit, for special art thea- 
tre handling; or in specialized re- 
served seating, advanced admis- 

(Continued on page 21) 


STORY EDS FIND BRIT. 
YARNS AS POOR AS U.S. 


With purchases of story material 
in England one of thé ways in 
which they can expend their frozen 
coin in that country, American film 
companies are keeping an intense 
eye out for suitable yarns. Story 
eds for the majors are squawking, 
however, that the British literary 
output is as bad as the current 
U. S. supply in lack of suitable ma- 
terial for films. 

Only two. stories have been 
bought by Hollywood studios since 
the sterling freeze became effective 
last June 14. Both were acquired 
by 20th-Fox. One is “No Highway,” 
by Nevil Shute, and the other is 
“Inside Scotland Yard.” 

Inability of Hollywood producers 
to find acceptable film yarns in 
England apparently isn’t shared by 
British picturemakers. Two proper- 
ties have been purchased recently. 
Producer Ronald Neame, of the J. 
Arthur Rank Organization, has 
bought an unpublished novel by 
Victor Canning, while Two Cities, 
also a Rank group, has acquired 
“The Chiltern Hundreds,” a play 
by W. Douglas Home. It has been 
at the Vaudeville theatre, London, 
since last August, under sponsor- 
ship of Linnit & Dunfee. 


Goldwyn, Jr., Back In 
US., Plans French Pic 


Sam Goldwyn, Jr., who’s ready- 
ing a picture to be made in 
France, arrived in New York from 
Britain last week and yesterday 
(Tues.) left for the Coast. His 
French pic will be for United 
Artists release. 

Young Goldwyn went to Eng 
land two years ago as an assistant 
to Sydney Box. More recently he 
has been a producer with Rank’s 
Two Cities unit. 








ieee 


$50,000,008 


Major film companies are now 





| jotting down the last net figures | 


|in their ledgers for the period of 
free trade in Britain which ended 
| June 14, and all indications point 
ito a take of $30,000,000 by Yank 
| distribs from the United Kingdom 
in 48. With the estimated return 
| to American companies of $50,000,- 
|000 in °47, the net profit would 
| represent a decline of 40% in the 
| British market. 

| Despite crippling hurdles im- 
| posed by last year’s ban on ship- 
| ping new pictures to England—a 
ban only ended by the Anglo- 
| American accord—the eight majors 
and indies dealing in Britain gar- 
nered an estimated $21,000,000 in 
actual remittances for the Jan. 1- 
| June 14 stretch. Losses in biz of 





|the majors varied from a low of | 


SEE $30,000,000 FROM ENG. IN’48 
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Jolie At It Again 


Hollywood, Aug. 17 

Al Jolson starts recordings to- 
day (17) on the “Jolson Story” 
‘sequel. Cast now being assembled 
iat Col will .be same as original 
with possibility that Larry Parks 
| will repeat Jolie’s role. 
| Already lined up are Evelyn 
i|Keyes, William Demarest, Bill 
|Goodwin, Ludwig Donath, Scotty | 
'Beckett and Tamara Shayne. 





Producers Stress 


|12% to a high of 20% over the} 


| comparative, period of 1947. 

| Remittances for the balance of 
| the year are fixed by the terms of 
| the tax peace at 50% the $17,000,- 
000 permitted yearly to the indus- 
| try, plus a credit for the earnings 
| of British pix in the U. S. With 
the boycott against British films 
linitiated over the Palestine ques- 
| tion hurting considerably, plus the 
| basic fact that English films are 
| failing to hold up on their own, 
|it is not expected that more than 
| $1,000,000 - $1,500,000 can* be de- 
|Tived from that source. Hence, the 
‘last half of the year is not ex- 
pected to produce more than $9,- 


(Continued on page 19) 


SIMPP’s Pitch 
To Mayor O'Dwyer 


Mayor William O'Dwyer of New 
York has been under considera- 
tion by the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers to be- 
come its topper, succeeding Don- 
ald M. Nelson, who resigned last 
January. O’Dwyer’s name has now 
been dropped, however, from the 
list of candidates. It could not 
be learned whether he was ap- 
proached and nixed the offer or 
whether it was decided by SIMPP 
that he was unsuitable for the 
post. 

In the meantime, Frank Mc- 
Carthy, Continental rep of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
is understood to be high on the 
list of prospects for the SIMPP 
job. It is reported that feelers 


(Continued on page 19) 





Originals to Lure 
Shopping Public 


| 
Hollywood, Aug. 17. | 

Growing belief that fresh ma- | 
| terial is needed to lure a earefully | 
| shopping public into theatres has 
\led film studios to concentrate on 
| original stories in the last six 
|months. Of 133 story buys re- 
| corded. during the first half of the 
| year, 97 were original stories, 30 
| were magazine yarns or novels, 
| three were comic strips, one was a 
|radio program and two were 
| plucked from public domain. 
| The 73% overall figure for orig- 
inal stories got its biggest boost | 
at Republic where every one of the | 
24 stories purchased was an orig- 
| inal. 

Columbia led the pack in prep- | 
ping for screening with a total of | 
39 purchases. Twenty-nine of | 
these were originals and five were 
from published works. Studio also | 
inked rights to the trio of comic | 
strips and the pair of public do- | 
main stories included in the over- 
all total. Strips were “Congo Bill,” 
| “Bruce Gentry” and “Jungle Jim,” 
_ latter to be made on a series basis 
(Continued on page 19) 


A&C-Nassours Set Pic 
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Nation's film boxoffice, after 
last week’s good midsummer biz, 
took a slight tumble in most areas 
this week. Chiefly at fault was 
the return of hot weather, send- 
ing the public out again to 
beaches and other resorts. Base- 
ball took a heavy toll too in the 
Big League cities. 

“Key Largo” (WB) is pacing all 
contenders for top grosses this ses- 
sion, despite the fact that it’s in 
its third and feurth holdover 
weeks in many spots. Pic did ter- 
rific second week of $27,000 in 
Detroit, neat $20,000 opener -in 
Boston, sock $13,500 for its Port- 
land teeoff, good $11,000 on its 
second St. Louis frame, fine $15,- 
000 for its second Cleveland round 
and is generally good all down the 
line. 

- “Foreign Affair” (Par) and “Life 
With Father’ (WB), latier going 
out at pop prices after an earlier 
run at advanced admissions, are 
neck-and-neck for second spot. 
“Affair” teed off with hefty $14,- 
000 in Cincy. is doing good $18,000 
in Boston, fine $18,500 in Pitts- 
burgh and good $14.000 in Denver. 
“Father” is terrific $19,000 in 
Portland, excellent © $17,000 in 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Renewed Heatwave Hits Biz — ‘Largo,’ ‘Foreign 
Affair,’ ‘Father,’ ‘Babe Ruth,’ ‘Judy’ Pace Nation 


United Artists and Nassour Bros. sas 
have closed the deal, in negotiation 
for the past month, for release of a_ a’ 
film starring Abbott & Costello. 
Picture is expected to go into pro- | 
duction in late September or early | Trade Mark Registered 
October. ‘|| FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
| Pact is now being drawn up and ||| Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine, 
will be signed by Nassours after it ||| 154 west astn St. Ne i te N 
‘is presented to the UA board for||| . Mhyweat 
approval at its next session. It is a pg ae sy ape 
| one-picture deal calling for distri- 1292 National Frees Building 
bution terms of 2712°%. | eee No. Michigan Ave, 
8 St. Martin's Pl, Trafalgar Sq. 
| SUBSCRIPTION 
| Annua Di Fakes $10 Foreign...... $11 
| || Single Copies......sssseeeees 25 Cents 
‘|| Vol.171 = eS =o. 11 
Kansas City, fine $22,000 in St.) s INDEX 
Loo but only mild $15,500 in off-. WAS 2. FERS fee 41 
ish Philadelphia. Cee it pak 46 
Also showing strong this week |} Disk Jockey Reviews. 2 
are “Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) || Fim means ee 
and “Date with Judy” (M-G). | H ee oe en 
Former slipped to fair $18,500 for | ouse Reviews .......... 41 
third Broadway round, but is= Inside BA as & 0 5 8 Ki pi 44 
oot on, $30,000 in the Hub, EY ES as a ta, 35 
top y in Philly and good ; : 
$11,000 for second Baltimore wor + ad ae Looe : 
frame. “Judy” mopped up on | _ e _ See os ee eee 29 
Broadway with second week total. Inside Television ........ 24 
of $148,000, is doing terrific $38.- IntermnGional 6h os eek 13 
000 in Washington and perky $23,- Lames os cal 42 
500 in Cleveland. bgt Eee Perr 45 
In lower positions are “Walls of ||| Music 32 
Jericho” (20th) and “Street With a,” | 5 ees ee 
No Name” (20th), “Mr. Blandings” ||| New Acts ..... pitteeeees 41 
(SRO), “Paradine Case” (SRO), Night Club Reviews ..... 40 
“Canon City” (EL), “Abbott-Cos- wanes ee pees eS imeieo ded 47 
tello Meet Frankenstein” (U) and | pa CREED 80 o4s boty agin 2: 32 
“So Evil My Love” (Par). of the. Redie eee erveeeeseeoeseene B. 
lengthy holdovers, “Emperor. Redio Revi SI ah Heaths gas 29 
Waltz” (Par) is still strong, fol-' ate ds Pw eas reine sas rt 
lowed closely by “Easter Parade” Wreak Suutie 5 
(M-G). “Escape” (20th) opened Television Bs 9 tonnnnaks 24 
spottily, as did “Mr. Peabody and. Vaudeville ..... WE Ses 38 
7a) Ga), .welie “Taet Laeey ih ee Ss oe eee 
rs Ermine” (20th) teed off to lush | pe » Daur VARIETY | 2 
17,500 in Cincy. "Salle Warkety, baa 
on Somplcte. Boxojfice Reports || $16 a Year $30 Froveign | 
es ° 





| French government. 
been handling all negotiations on 
| frozen film currency. 


Johnston and Mulvey to London Fri; 
TAKE | 1947 OK Compromise on French Film Coin 


U.S. picture execs meeting 
in “New York yesterday (Tues.) 
okayed with certain reservations 
‘the French government proposai 
for unfreezing earnings there and 
at thé same time voted in favor 
of Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prexy, and 


' James A. Mulvey, rep of the So- 


ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Pruducers, flying to London 
to review the British situation. 
Johnston and Mulvey will plane to 
England Friday (20) with Joyce 
O’Hara, MPAA aide to Johnston, 
accompanying them. 


Modifications asked by the in- 


| dustry in the French proposal will 


bée forwarded to the U. S. State 
Dept. for transmission to the 
State has 


Johnston and Mulvey will meet 
London reps of American com- 
panies. to consider. the situation 


created by the British film quota. 


Duo were natural choices for the 
jcb since they had arranged the 
original Anglo-American tax ac- 
cord. 


Depending on developments 
after the two reach England, 
Johnston and O’Hara may con- 
tinue oh and visit several other 


(Continued on page 14) 


Exhib Apathy Stalemates 
TOA’s Projected Survey 
On TV’s Adverse Effects 


The hurdles in statistics-gather- 
ing when it must come from the ex- 
hibitor end of the film business has 
been illustrated again. Theatre 
Owners of America’s officials are 
now losing hope of getting any- 
where near a-complete picture of 
the effect of television on the box- 
office. TOA had initiated a survey 
six weeks ago in which it polled a 
number of exhib members in vari- 
ous key cities. 

Returns so far from exhibs have 
been short on figures and long on 

(Continued on page 41) 
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country and abroad during the past few days.) 











WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND 


By DREW PEARSON 


(Ed. Note: Drew Pearson today awards the brass ring, good for one free ride 
on the Washington Merry-Go-Round, to Charles P. Skouras, head of the National 
Theatres.) 





























ASHINGTON.—When Charley Skouras came to the United States as a Greek 
immigrant boy forty years ago, no one ever figured that someday he would 
become head of the largest movie-theatre chain in the world. 

Nor did anyone ever dream that last week ha-would help the President of the 
United States dedicate a special “Youth Month Stamp’”—a stamp commemorating 
the month of September and the drive which the theatres of America and most 
of the communities of America will make toward wiping out juvenile delinquency, 


Charles Skouras is heading that “Youth Month” drive. 


Sometimes I think many of the Americans who have become United States 
Soma by adoption, who know first hand what it is to live in the old world, are 
ore appreciative of the United States than those born here who take this country 
for granted. Certainly this is Charley Skouras’ viewpoint toward the United States. 


When he first landed in New York Skouras got a job in a Greek restaurant 
paying him 50 cents a day, plus meals and the privilege of sleeping on bags of 
coffee in the rear at night. Later he moved to St. Louis, where he worked as a 
bus boy. His two brothers, Spyros and George, were also in St. Louis hotels, worked 
hard, saved their money. 


The bartender who employed Spyros made him recite The Star-Spangled 
Banner, from beginning to end, every morning before he began work, which is 
probably more than most native-born Americans can do at any time. Spyros can 
still recite it, all the verses, and later gave the bartender an interest in the Shaw 
theatre in St. Louis. 


World’s Top Movie Magnates 

The Skouras brothers got into the theatre business when a friend offered 
to sell them a decrepit St. Louis nickelodeon. They had saved $3,500 and gambled 
it all on the then relatively new movie business. Fifteen years later, the Skouras 
brothers had acquired 36 theatres in Missouri, later sold out to Warner Brothers, 
became bankrupt in the 1929 depression, subsequently signed up to manage 550 
theatres in the West. 

Today Spyros dominates 20th Century-Fox, George operates a chain of theatres 
in the East, while Charley, the oldest brother, is president of National Theatres 
and Fox West Coast Theatres, operating 1,500 movie houses. 


I first got to know Charley Skouras when the Friendship Train was being 
organized. His theatre managers had been asked to tell the public about the 
idea behind the Friendship Train, and to that end Skouras called them to Los . q 
Angeles for a conference. 
“But, boss,” they protested, “we’re just opening with ‘Forever Amber.’ How 
ean we publicize that and the Friendship Train too?” 
“Which is more important—” grunted Skouras. “‘Forever Amber’ or your 
country? ‘Forever Amber’ can come later.” 


“Youth Month” in September 

Today Skouras is heading the national committee for Youth Month, backed 
by the atre Owners of America whose 10,000 movie houses will do their best 
to create more interest in youth activities, beginning in September. 


. “One trouble with most of us,” says Skouras, “is that we talk too much about 
juvenile delinquency and not enough about juvenile achievements. 


“When I go to the county fairs and see the prize cattle, chickens, hogs and 

1 the things that the farm kids raise all by themselves, it gives me a big thrill. 

at’s achievement. Those kids won’t go wrong, because they’ve got pride in 

a work. And some of them are more self-reliant at 12 than adults three times 
heir age.” 

“But kids in crowded cities have a tough time,” pleads Skouras. “So we’ve 
= to provide incentives, give them a chance to want to achieve, to improve 
hemselves. 

“Most American boys are hero-worshippers. They don’t want to be sideline 
tee ve them healthy outlets for their pent-up energy and they’ll land on 

eir feet. ‘ 

“Sure, some kids go wrong, maybe 2 percent. But when it comes to delinquency, 
it’s the parents and our own communities which are the chief delinquents.” 


More Playgrounds 
The aim of Youth Month is to promote more playgrounds, swimming pools, 
Se and off-the-street boys clubs. In New York, for instance, there is no 
ome or institution where a boy picked up by the police can be taken for the night 
except to a municipal lodging-house or to a jail. 
In the more crowded slums, it is Charley Skouras’ ambition to have a play- 
ground for every three or four blocks. 


“The average age of criminals in our penitentiaries is under 25,” he points out. 
“And most of them are in there chiefly as a result of the cities’ squalor.” 

During Youth Month, the Theatre Owners of America will show various short 
subjects on youth and juvenile delinquency, as well as special films and literature 
on community youth organization. 

“Doing something for our youth is a lot more than a one-month job,” explai 
Skouras. This is only a start. But if we can make Youth Month in Bhan er 
yoy mean something, I hope the carry-thru will continue the rest of the year. 


ee youth a real stake in our democracy is the best way to make democracy 
ve.” 


(The following article by Drew Pearson, internationally known columnist, 
appeared in the Asbury Park (N. J.), Press and hundreds of other papers in this 
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PRE-TEST PIX Fi 


Par’s Partners Ignore 1.0. By 
Adding Theatres Despite U. S. Suit 





A sharp division on policy has+¢ 
developed between Paramount and 
its partners over theatre acquisi- 
tions. The home company has laid 
down a rule of no theatre acquisi- 
tions during pendency of the Gov- 
ernment anti-trust action to which it 
has hewed with but few exceptions. 
Par’s theatre partners, on the other 
hand, have set elaborate plans to 
boost circuit holdings over the op- 
position of the company. 

Wherever the company has the 
negative power, it is said, it has 
vetoed moves for substantial addi- 
tions to partnership _ holdings. 
Power to veto depends on the per- 
centage of interest which Par has 
in a particular chain and the num- 
ber of reps on the circuit’s board 
of directors. By these tactics, 
some attempts to expand have been 
nixed by the Paramount vote. 

In other instances, theatre pards 
have gone ahead with building or 
acquisition plans despite warnings 
by Par that such action may 
jeopardize the final decision of the 
court in the anti-trust litigation. 
In those cases, Par’s representation 
on the local board was not suffici- 
ent to rule out expansion. 

Par’s attitude, it’s said, explains 
frequent hegiras to New York by 
company’s associates recently. In 
the main, they are attempts to win 
approvai for postwar ideas of en- 
larging theatre holdings. Company 
has been adamant in its insistence 
that the anti-trust applecart be 
kept upright at the expense of im- 
mediate theatre gains. 4 

Detroit Exception 

In one instance, that of a thea- 
tre proposed by United Detroit cir- 
cuit, Par approved construction of 
a new house. That action was due 
however, to the fact that unim- 
proved property had been pur- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Film Checking 
Declines 44% 


Exhibitors have found one ray 
of sunshine in the boxoffice hori- 
zon. That’s the possibility of comb- 
ing troublesome checkers out of 
their hair. Survey of those compa- 
nies subscribing to the checking 
services of Confidential Reports, 
Inc., reveals a decline of 44% in 
the amount of checking being done 
over this time last year. 

Chief reason for the dropoff, of 
course, is the boxoffice slump it- 
self. With many small situations 
that play pictures only three or 
four days, the cost of checking 
often approximates about half the 
distributor’s rental. One company 
sales chief for example, noted that 
his rental on one film was $75, 
whereas his checking cost was $45. 
Under such circumstances, the 
distrib chiefs would rather trust 
to exhibitors’ honesty than cut into 
their earnings to such an extent. 

Because exhibitors at large are 
allegedly falsifying reports on per- 
centage pictures to the extent of 
$15,000,000-$20,000,000 yearly, how- 
ever, the dip in grosses has also | 
seen a switch in sales policy on. 
the part of several of the majors | 
from percentage deals to flat rent- 
als. Trend towards flat deals is_ 
growing steadily in the industry 


(Continued on page 20) 


Judy Canova Settles 

Suit Against Lyons Agcy. 

Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

Settlement of Judy Canova’s 
suit against the A.&S. Lyons 
Agency was reached here after 
Miss Canova is understood to have 
made a cash settlement for an un- 
disclosed amount. Prior to the 
settlement, two demurrers filed by | 
Lyons had been sustained by the | 
court. 

Actress had sought termination | 
of her contract with the agency | 
which, in turn, had taken legal | 
action to collect commissions al- | 
legedly due. 














Wright Seen Sticking 


With Paramount Case 
Washington, Aug. 17. 


Government pix attorney Rob- 
ert L. Wright is going to stick it 
out with the Paramount case, at 
least until the New York district 
court hands down its decision in 
the proceedings slated to start in 
October. 

Friends say that stories pub- 
lished this spring that Wright 
would soon enter private practice 
are false, that Wright is working 
like a beaver to get ready for the 
October hearing, and that he’s 
sticking with the case until the 
end is in sight. 


Petrillo Puts TV, 
Wages At Top Of 
Film Pact Talks 


With cost/of-living pay boosts, 
increased employment of musi- 
cians and television complexities 
at the top of the agenda, reps of 
the major companies and James C. 
Petrillo, American Federation of 
Musician prez, open negotiations 
in New York today (Wed.) for 
a new studio musicians’ union con- 
tract. The current 28-month pact, 
which covers approximately 350 
musicians at the major lots, ex- 
pires Aug. 31. 

The battery of industry execs 
for the initial parley at the AFM 
national headquarters will include 
Charles Boren, veepee of the .Assn. 
of Motion Picture Producers in 
charge of industrial relations; Y. 
Frank Freeman and Lou Lipstone, 
Paramount; Richard J. Powers, 
Metro music chief; Fred S. Meyer, 
20th-Fox; A. H. McCausland, Uni- 
versal-International; Robert New- 
man, Republic; and Albert Chamie, 
Boren’s assistant. On the union 


(Continued on page 20) 


Hypoed British Prod. 
Heads M-G Agenda As 
Schary, Mayer Huddle 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

Dore Schary checked in at Metro 
yesterday (16) and plunged im- 
mediately into huddles with Louis 
B. Mayer on studio’s production 
program. High on the agenda will 
be final decision on plans for ac- 
celerated production in Britain. 

Metro has tentatively scheduled 
at least four films for lensing at 
the Elstree studios and a fifth, “The 
Secret Garden,” may be decided 
upon this week as a result of the 
Schary-Mayer talks. Quartet now 
slated to go includes “Young Bess,” 
“Romance of Menafy,” “The Con- 
spirators” and John Galsworthy’s 
“The Forsyte Saga.” Latter will 
star Greer Garson. 

First to go in England probably 
will be “Conspirators,” with Arthur 
Hornblow producing. Studio re- 
cently wound “Edward, My Son,” 
Spencer Tracy-Deborah Kerr star- 
rer, in Britain, and Mayer reported 
that director George Cukor brought 
it in nine days ahead of schedule 
as a result of cooperation between 
the mixed Anglo-American crew. 
Similar cooperation on other fea- 
tures is expected to make Leo’s 
British production program a high- 
ly profitable venture. 

Schary also is expected to green- 
light studio’s documentary pro- 
gram, which had been stalled 
awaiting his arrival. Sam Marx is 
prepping six of the factual 
films while Louis de Rochemont is 
readying two others, one of them 
entitled “Lost Boundaries?" ‘Marx 
properties include “Scene of the 
Crime,” “Bread on the Waters,” 
“The Denver Murder” and “The 
Undesirables.” 








NEW PATTERN FOR 
1948-49 SELLING 


Delaying the allocation of aaa 
pictures into specific rental cate- | 
gories until they’ve been tested in | 
trial engagements is expected to be 
one of the chief phenomena to | 
emerge out of the new film indus- | 
try selling season, which tees off | 
for most companies Sept. 1. Ambi- | 
tious announcements by several of 
the majors recently to turn out so 
many A films, so many Bs, etc., dur- 
ing the coming year, consequently, 
are looked on by exhibitors as so | 
much eyewash. 

Both the majority of exhibs and | 
spokesmen for the more conserva- | 
tively-minded companies point out | 
that, with the film boxoffice in its | 
present faltering condition, it’s | 
what’s in the can and not what’s | 





RST, TERMS LATER 


Agnew Joins Grinieff's Campaign 
To Buy Rep Control After SRO Exit 





Screen Plays Inks For 


Second-Money Guarantee 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

Deal for initial guarantee of 
$2,000,000 “second money” for 
five-picture program planned by 
indie Screen Plays was.inked by 
prexy Stanley Kramer and Rob- 
ert T. Stillman, repping N. Y. 
bankroller John Stillman. Bank 
loans now are in final negotiation 
for “first” loans. 

As part of the deal, Robert 
Stillman joins Screen Plays as an 
associate producer on the quintet, 
which will be made at Motion 
Picture Center. First to roll will 
be “Champion,” which Carl Fore- 
man now is scripting for an 
October start. 











in the script that counts now. On 
film will be slotted. : 
Studio Lease 
rate top A rentals. Film failed to 
high budget and a good name cast | tion in the past couple years. When 
Fact that the anti-trust decree; Decrease in indie production in 
approve the pre-production an-/| considerable aid to indies in financ- 
impossible for the distrib chiefs of |jt to take advantage of whatever 
through inherent exploitation fac- 
ing it via flat rental or straight KTLA, has laid out $14,000 on 35 
chased the pix for Atlas from bank- 
along” films and eight Bob Steele 











+ Neil Agnew, whose resignation 


as distribution chief for David O. 
Selznick was announced last week, 
is tied up with Jacques Grinieff in 
efforts to buy up control of Re- 
public, it has been learned. Grinieff, 
film importer-exporter and finan- 
cier, went from New York to Eu- 
rope several weeks ago to huddle 
with Herbert J. Yates, Rep prexy, 
on the deal. 

Yates, who has been touring Eu- 
rope for the past two months, 
arrives in New York on the SS. 
America tomorrow (Thursday). He 
has denied having any interest in 
making a deal with Grinieff, and 
whether the two men ever actually 
met in Europe, or the results of 
their meeting, has not been dis- 
elosed. General trade opinion is 
that a deal is unlikely. 

Agnew’s plans, otherwise, call 
for him to head for France next 
spring and set up a film business 
that will keep him there part of 
each year and in this country part 
of the time, he disclosed in New 
York Monday (16). Plans for the 
exact form the business will take 
are so vague, he said, that he 
preferred not to discuss them. 

Kusell In Sales Spot 

It is believed that no successor 
will be named by Selznick to 
Agnew’s post. Milton Kramer, 
Selznick’s counsel and chairman of 
the board of the Selznick Releasing 
Organization, may add the cor- 
porate title of SRO prexy, which 
Agnew held. He’ll also act as gen- 
eral supervisor. Milton S. Kusell, 
sales chief under Agnew, will con- 
tinue to handle the selling, but will 
probably get some aid via a reor- 
ganization of the distribution exec 
setup. Kramer has been interview- 


(Continued on page 21) 


UA Perks With 18 
ilms Set to Jan. 


Spiked with new vigor by the 
switch in top distribution person- « 
nel last week, United Artists has 
laid out a schedule of 18 features 
for release now and the 
end of the year. In the meantime, 
giving a further hypo to renewed 
enthusiasm of the UA staff was a 
coincidental combination of play- 
dates and improved grosses that 
gave the company last week its 
best seven-day income in three 
months. 


General upturn in business dur- 
ing the past few weeks, added to 
unexpectedly good biz scored by 
UA pix and a flock of early en- 
gagements of a number of films, all 
played a part in the income tilt. 
“The Time of Your Life” (Cagney) 
scored excellently at the Oriental, 
Chicago, in its first date outside of 
New York and San Francisco; “So 
This is New York” (Kramer), after 
a sloppy teeoff a couple of months 
ago in Philly and Dayton, hung up 
top biz in San Francisco and won 
a holdover; “Texas, Brooklyn and 


(Continued on page 21) 


Sears Due Back in N.Y. 
For Gen’l Sales Powwow 


Grad Sears, United Artists prexy, 
is expected back at his desk in 
New York today (Wednesday) after 
a 12-day trip to Chicago and the 
Coast. He went west to negotiate 
circuit deals for UA product, ex- 
plain the new sales setup to UA 
district managers, and to talk re- 








leasing deals with indie producers. 


One of the major items on Sears’ 
agenda was to huddle with Charles 
P. Skouras, National Theatres top- 
per, on a deal for Howard Hawks’ 
“Red River” for Fox-West Coast. 
He also gave the lowdown to his 





the basis of experience compiled 
2 
determine in advance, as was once Ent p 
done, into what rental bracket a roppmg 
With a cast headed by George 
with production supervised by Joe 
son’s “Big City,” for example, to As Space Fases 
catch on, however, and Metro was 
lease at a much lower aliocation.| Enterprise Pictures’ decision this 
ance.” Film carried a moderately |change in the studio space situa- 
topped by Joan Leslie, which ;the Charles Einfeld-David Loew 
failed to click, however, and EL is jin 1946, space was at the greatest 
flat fee. to line up sound stages. 
has imposed a system of single sell- |the past year and the construction 
bracketing of a set number of fea-| war has completely reversed the 
other factor that would tend to dis-|So much so that they are offering 
nouncements of so many A films is |ing projected production. 
rently have outside releasing deals | with the expense and burden of 
productions, it’s pointed out, it’s|space as needed. This will allow 
the majors to allocate their rental (Continued on page 20) 
In addition, exhibitors declare 
low rental bracket, but which, 
146 to Lease 100 Shorts, 
tors, can gross enough to raise it 
a case can take advantage of the 
film is sold on a sliding scale. Sell-| Paramount television _ station, 
percentage leaves the gravy- en- “Hopalong Cassidy” films and 100 
films from Atlas Television Pro- 
20th-Fox Asks F CC To Téby Anguish originally pur- 
rupt Edueational Pictures and 
Washington, Aug. 1%, from Educational and 51 “Hop- 
20th-Fox yesterday (16) asked | (ters from Cosmopolitan at a total 
cent proposed ruling on industrial | 16 two reelers but is leasing them 
channels in the 25-30 megacycle | 
amendment provided for power SDG Votes on Awards 
figured it came under the last | quarterly award to be given by the. 
was very important in the motion |to Price-Waterhouse for auditing. 
It feared the new rule might cause | the metropolitan Los Angeles area 
»Brpg ced for f e entertainment of tures are: Columbia, 9; Eagle Lion, | 
the: Prbtie: 
nite classification for motion pic- 8; RKO, 7; Republie, 18; 20th-Fox, 





during the last several years, they 
Murphy and Margaret O’Brien and 
Pasternak, Metro had high pre- 
forced to put it out for general re- Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Same situation held true last year | week to allow the option on its stu- 
should have rated it A rentals. It | unit signed a deal for the lot early 
is now reportedly trying to book | premium, with much indie produc- 
ing on pictures also rules out the | of new studios since the end of the 
tures at the beginning of the sea- ‘situation. There is great competi- 
the fact that all the majors cur-| Thus, rather than be saddled 
with at least one indie producer. | studio ope n under the new cir- 
terms in advance. 
they’ve had experience many times ’ ° 
Par’s KTLA Dishes Out 
bd ’ 
to an A level. Distributors in such 35 ‘Hopalong Cassidys 
upped grosses, however, only if the 
tirely in the exhibitor’s pocket. two reelers. KTLA has leased the 
ductions on:a one-year basis for 
Clarify Industrial Radio; 
y ) 
Anguish 
the Federal Communications Com- cost of $358,000. 
radio channels. 20th said it in- in groups at $50 per; not on a con- 
band. 
radio, petroleum radio, forest radio Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
classification. Sereen Directors Guild is Friday 
picture industry, especially for’ Eligible for the award are the di- 
interference, and called FCC’s at- | during May and June. 
th asked whether 9; Film Classics, 5; Metro, 9; Mono- | 
tures in the proposed rule, would 9; United Artists, 1; Universal-In- 


claim it’s impossible any longer to 

release hopes for the current sea- 

for Eagle Lion’s “Repeat Perform-j|dio to drop is indicative of the 
dates for it in some situations at |tion stymied because of inability 
son’ into certain allocations. An- tion among rental lots for tenants. 
With no control over these indie | cumstances, Ent has elected to rent 
with a picture that will go out in a 

Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
showing over single station. 
° Cosmopolitan Pictures. 

Applies for 2 Channels bought 787 one and two reelers 
mission for clarification of its re- Don Lee’s KTSL is also playing 
tended to apply for two additional | tenet dealt 

The statement said the proposed 
and special industriai radio. 20th Deadline for voting on the first | 
20th said radio communication | (29), with ballots to be turned over 
production of films on location. | reé¢tors of the 100 films released in 
tention to the fact that films were | Studios and the number of pic- 
the existing ruling, or a more defi- gram-Allied Artists, 11; Paramount, | 
be more in the public interest. ternational 9; and Warners, 5. 


distribution staffers, assembled in 
Chicago and Los Angeles, on the 
new setup by which his aide, Paul 
N. Lazarus, Jr., and Edward 
Schnitzer and Fred Jack will head 
the sales setup, in place of chief 
Joe Unger, who quit two weeks ago. 
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CLARK GABLE IRVING BERLIN's 
LANA TURNER “EASTER PARADE" 
Anne Baxter, John Hodiak (Technicolor). Starring 
"in “HOMECOMING” JUDY GARLAND, FRED ASTAIRE 
Ray Collins, Gladys Cooper, PETER LAWFORD. ANN MILLER. 
Cameron Mitchell. 
* * * 
oo. “A DATE WITH JUDY" 
SPENCER TRACY (Technicolor) 
KATHARINE HEPBURN Starring WALLACE BERRY 
VAN JOHNSON JANE POWELL, ELIZABETH TAYLOR 
Angela Lansbury CARMEN MIRANDA, XAVIER CUGAT 


Adolphe Menjou, Lewis Stone 
in FRANK CAPRA's 
“STATE OF THE UNION.” 


ROBERT STACK. 








*® *« * 


(“SUMMER HOLIDAY" ) er 
(Technicolor). 

MICKEY ROONEY 

GLORIA DeHAVEN 

Walter Huston, Frank Morgan 
Butch Jenkins, Marilyn Maxwell 
Agnes Moorehead, Selena Royle 


* * * 
“BIG CITY” 
Starring Margaret O'Brien 
Robert Preston, Danny Thomas 
George Murphy, Karin Booth 
Edward Arnold, Butch Jenkins 
Betty Garrett, Lotte Lehmann. 























* * * 


JUDY GARLAND, GENE KELLY in 
“THE PIRATE” (Technicolor). 
Walter Slezak, Gladys Cooper 
Reginald Owen. 


* - * 


ESTHER WILLIAMS, PETER LAWFORD 
RICARDO MONTALBAN 

JIMMY DURANTE, CYD CHARISSE 
XAVIER CUGAT in “ON AN ISLAND 
WITH YOU" (Technicolor). 


* * *® 


GREER GARSON 
WALTER PIDGEON in 
“JULIA MISBEHAVES” 
PETER LAWFORD, ELIZABETH TAYLOR 
CESAR ROMERO, Lucile Watson 
Nigel Bruce, Mary Boland 
Reginald Owen. 


* * * 


MONTGOMERY CLIFT 
ALINE MacMAHON 
JARMILA NOVOTNA 
in “THE SEARCH" 





x * * 


“LUXURY LINER” 

(Technicolor). Starring 

GEORGE BRENT, JANE POWELL 
LAURITZ MELCHIOR, FRANCES GIFFORD 
MARINA KOCHETZ, XAVIER CUGAT. 


* * * 


RED SKELTON, BRIAN DONLEVY 
in “A SOUTHERN YANKEE” 
Arlene Dahi, George Coulouris - 
Lleyd Gough, John Ireland 

Minor Watson. 


ee ae 
“THE THREE MUSKETEERS” 
(Technicolor). 


LANA TURNER, GENE KELLY 
JUNE ALLYSON, VAN HEFLIN 
ANGELA LANSBURY 

Frank Morgan, Vincent Price 
Keenan Wynn, John Sutton 
Gig Young. 





“NO MINOR VICES” oo: “eee a 
DANA ANDREWS, LLL! PALMER — oo | gene 
LOUIS JOURDAN me Si . ate | 


* * * 


“HILLS OF HOME" (Technicolor). 
starring EDMUND GWENN 

DONALD CRISP, TOM DRAKE 

JANET LEIGH and LASSIE. 
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4 _ New Music Hall Record! 
“A DATE WITH JUDY” 


(Technicolor) 
Biggest M-G-M first week in Radio City Music Hall history! Every 
new “play-date with Judy ’ terrific! 






For Happy Box-Offices! 


“ON AN ISLAND 
WITH YOU" (resmeseo 


Just what the fans want in romance 
and music! Swell biz from Coast to 
Coast! 








IRVING BERLIN’s (Technicolor) 
“EASTER PARADE? (“a 


ES 


Hold overs! Extended runs! It’s getting bigger and bigger.as. its 
fame.and_its song hits sweep the nation! 








\ Read the Reviews on 
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Here’s a typical review from M. P. Daily: 


“Red Skelton raises the roof. If you thought 
he was a boon fo tired theatre-goers in ‘Fullet 
Brush Man’ you'll be as pleased as the preview 
crowd was, unanimously, to discover that you 
ain’t seen nothin’ yet. It’s the fastest, funniest 
comedy of this or any recent year!” 





| Ain’t it the dog-gone truth! : : | 


M-G-M GREAT IN ’48! 
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e’ Leads Spiffy L. A. Parade 


With $68,000, Father Neat 47,00, Loew's State is so-so at pop prices. 
‘Dude’ 356, ‘Arrow’ 32146, ‘Evil 28}46 sisters 


Los Angeles, Aug. 17. | 

Firstrun biz is perky here this 
week with “Easter Parade out in 
front as the top coin-getter. The | 
musical grabbed an easy $68,000 on 
the first frame and is very solid in | 
three situations. “Life With) 
Father,” at top prices, is garnering | 
a nice $47,000, also in three sites. | 

Among other product, Dude | 
Goes West” is shooting toward a| 
pleasing $35,000 in five spots while | 
‘Black Arrow” is picking up a) 

eat $32,500 in two houses: Jungle | 

Im, “Urubu,” is rolling toward a 
fast $26,500 and holds a second | 
frame in four theatres. “So Evil | 
My Love” is a mild $28,500 in two | 
situations, although holding for ay 
second stanza. “Walls of Jericho 
is down to $33,500 on its second 
session, and the final four days | 
of “Feudin’, Fussin” rates only | 
$13,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— | 
“Dude Goes West’ (Mono) and | 
“Jinx Money” (Mono). Nice $4,000. 
Last week, “16 Fathoms Deep” 
(Mono) and “Michael O'Halloran” | 
(Mono), oke $3,700. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Corwin - Lesser) (826; 60-$1) — 
“Urubu” (UA) and “Train to Al-| 
catraz” (Rep). Pleasing $3,500. | 
Last week, “Vicious Circle” (UA) | 
and “Olympic Cavalcade” (UA) (6 
days), $1,700. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- | 
$1)—“Walls Jericho” (20th) and | 
“Wouldn't Be .in Your Shoes” 
(Mono) (2d wk). Light $4,000. Last | 
week, medium $6,800. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; | 





60-$1)—‘‘Walls Jericho” (20th) and | ¢2.500 after fair $6,300 last week. | ” 


“Your Shoes” (Mono) (2d wk). Fair | 
,000. 
13,300. 


Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— | $2,000 after mild $4,700 last week. |ings” at Loew’s State looks set for | 


“Dude Goes West’”’ (Mono) and | 
“Jinx Money” (Mono). Sturdy | 
$6,000. Last week, “16 Fathoms’” | 
‘Mono) and “O’Halloran” (Mono), | 
nifty $5,400. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— | 
“Life With Father’ (WB) and 
“Heart of Virginia’ (Rep). Smooth 
$17,000. Last week, “Key Largo” 
(WB) and “Music Man” (Mono) (4th 
wk-5 days), good $10,400. 

Downtown Music Hall (Corwin- 
Lesser) (872; 60-$1)—‘“‘Urubu” (UA) 
and “Train Alcatraz’ (Rep). Fancy 
$15,500. Last week, “Vicious Cir- 
cle’ (UA) and “Olympic Caval- 
cade” (UA) (6 days), $2,500. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538: 60-$1)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G). Wow $19.- 
000. Last week, “On Island With 
You” (M-G) (3d wk-4 days), $4,500. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1) — 
“Dude Goes West’ (Mono) and 
“Jinx Money” (Mono). Okay $4.- 
000. Last week, “16 Fathoms” 
(Mono) and “O’Halloran” (Mono), 
moderate $3,700. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) | 
—"Story of Tosca” (Indie). Good | 
$2,500. Last week, “Dreams Money | 
Can Buy” (Indie) and “Girl of | 
Canal” (Indie) (4th wk), $1,800. | 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) | 
“Search” (M-G) (7th wk). Near | 
$3.500. Last week, smart $4,000. 

Guild (968; 60-$1) — “Feudin, 
Fussin’ and A-Fightin’” (U) and 
‘Bad Sister” (U) (2d wk-4 days). 
Only $1,500 on final four days after 
$4,000 last week. 

Ps Hawaii (G&S-Corwin-Lesser) — 
Urubu” (UA) and “Train Alca- 
traz” (Rep). Good $4,000. Last 
week, “Vicious Circle” (UA) and 
“Olympic Cavaleade” (UA) (6 
days), $1,400. 








Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— | Lush $17,500. Last week, “Return | 


“Life Father” (WB) and “Heart | 
Virginia” (Rep). Nice $14,000. Last 
week, “Key Largo” and “Music 
Man” (Mono) (4th wk-5 days), neat | 
$7.600. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Corwin- | 
Lesser) (475; 60-85) —“‘Urubu” (UA) | 
and “Train Alcatraz’ (Rep). Neat: 
$3,500. Last week, “Vicious Circle” | 
(UA) and “Olympic Cavalcade” | 
(UA) (6 days), $1,200. 

Iris (FWC) (828: 60-85) —| 
“Feudin’, Fussin’” (U) and “Bad | 
Sister’ (U) ‘2d wk-4 days). Scant | 
$1,500. Last week, fair $4,400. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85) —. 
“Raven” (Indie) and “Lover’s Re- | 
turn” (Indie) (3d wk). Near $3,000. | 
Last week, solid $4,500. 


“Your Shoes” (Mono) (2d wk). 


Slow $12,000. Last week, moderate _moveover for third downtown sesh, 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097: | 
ae) — “Easter Parade” (M-G). | 
reat $30,000. Last week, “On’ 


| $15,000. 


, $5,500. Last week, medium, $7,800. 


Million Dollar (D’town) (2,093; 
50-85)—“‘Secret Service Investiga- 
tor” (Rep) (2d run) with King Cole 
Trio, Benny Carter orch on stage. 
Stout $25,000. Last week, “Fuller 
Brush Man” (Col) and “Take My 
Life” (EL) (2d runs), with Toni 
Harper, Mickey Katz on _ stage, 
good $19,300. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 
60-$1)—“‘Dude Goes West” (Mono) 
and “Jinx Money” (Mono). Neat 
$16,000. Last week, “16 Fathoms” 


(Mono) and “O’Halloran” (Mono), | 


good $17,100. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 60-$1)— 
“Black Arrow” (Col) and “Blon- 
die’s Reward” (Col). 
Last week, 


ico” (RKO) (2d wk), mild $10,200. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
—‘‘So Evil My Love” (Par) and 
“Lightnin’ in the Forest” (Rep). 
Light $16,500. Last week, ‘For- 
eign Affair” (Par) and “Big Town 


Seandal” (Par) (3d wk), lean 
$41,300. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)— ‘So Evil Love’ | 
(Par). Medium $12,000. Last | 
week, “Foreign Affair” (Par) (3d 


wk), strong $12,500. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 
60-80)—“Black Arrow” (Col) and 
“Bondie’s Reward” (Col). Neat 
$17,500. Last week, ‘Melody 
Time” (RKO) and ‘‘Mystery Mex- 
ico” (RKO) (2d wk), only fair 
11,800. 

Ritz ‘FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—‘‘Feu- 
din’, Fussin’” (U) and “Bad Sis- 
ter’ (U) (2d wk-4 days). Thin 


Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1) 


Sister” (U) (2d wk-4 days). Poor 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1)—“Feudin’, Eussin’” (U) 
“Bad Sister’ (U) (2d wk-4 days). 
Okay $5,500 after nice $14,500 last 
week. . 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
“Walls Jericho” (20th) and “Your 


Shoes” (Mono) (2d wk). Slow 
$4,500. Last week, medium $7,900. 
Vogue (‘FWC) (885; 60-85)— 
“Dude Goes West’ (Mono) and 
“Jinx Money” (Mono). Brisk 
$5,000. 
(Mono) and ‘“O’Halloran” (Mono), 
good $5,400 


Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G). Socko 
$19,000. Last week, “On Isiand” 
(M-G) (3d wk-4 days), $3,100. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1) — 
“Life Father’ (WB) and “Heart 
Virginia” (Rep). Smart $16,000. 
Last week, “Key Largo” (WB) and 
“Musie Man” (Mono) (4th wk-5 
days), good $6,700. 


‘ERMINE’ STYLISH 1746, 
CINCY: H.0’S ROBUST 


Cincinnati, Aug. 17. 

Four winning newcomers, with 
“That Lady in Ermine” leading 
stylishly, and robust holdovers are 
continuing a good summer level 
for downtown biz. ‘‘A Foreign Af- 
fair” is the beste marker among 
other new bills, followed by “Raw 
Deal” and “Mr. Peabody and Mer- 
maid.” Still strutting in its fourth 
week, “Easter Parade” heads of the 
h.o. division. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 

“That Lady in Ermine” (20th). 





of Bad Men” (RKO), | sturdy 
$15,000. 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 


“Easter Parade’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Maintaining handsome $9,000 
tempo after sock $13,000 third 


Good Weather Nips 
Prov.; ‘Water’ 15G 
Providence, Aug. 17. 


All stands found not too much 
to brag 2bout as sunny skies put a 





Pleasant | 
‘Melody | 
| Time” (RKO) and “Mystery Mex- | 


crimp in theatre-going. Return of 
“Best Years of Our Lives” at 


Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
'“Velvet Touch” (RKO) and ‘“Ma- 
‘donna of Desert” (Rep). Opens 
|today (17). Past week, “Four 
|Faces West” (RKO) and Olympic 
films, slow $11,500. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Raw Dezl” (EL) and “Adventures 
of Casanova” (EL) (2d run). So- 
|so $3,500. Last week, “Street No 
Name” (20th) and “Checkered 
Coat” (20th) (2d run), fair $4,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘Egg 
|and I” ‘(U-I) and “Michigan Kid” 
\(Rep). Not good, $4,000. Last 
| week, “Smart Woman” (EL) and 
“The Hunted” (Mono), fair $5,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Deep Waters” (20th) and ‘“Win- 
ner’s Circle” (20th). Best at $45,- 
000. Last week, “Raw Deal” (EL) 
and “Adventures of Casanova” 
(EL). Fair $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 44-65)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (reissue). Pop- 
price return fairly good $17,000. 
Long previous first run (6 wks) 
holding down present biz. 
week, “Pirate’ (M-G) and “Night 
|at Opera” (M-G) (reissue), nice 
$19,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—“Blue Skies” (Par) and “Two 
Years Before Mast” (Par) (reis- 


sues). Open Monday. Last week, 
\“So Evil My Love” (Par) and 
i“Shaggy” (Par) (2d wk), slow 
$7,500. 





'L’ville OK; ‘Jericho’ 
| Slows Down to 116 


Louisville, Aug. 17. 
Business downtown is okay this 
| week, with the big-seaters putting 


Last week, moderate! _  Feydin’, Fussin’” (U) and “Bad out new product and getting nice 


‘response at the wicket. ‘Mr. Bland- 


a healthy b.o. stanza, and “‘Walls of 


and | Jericho” is not tumbling down at | 


the Rialto, where biz is satisfactory. 
| Strand is coming up with the sur- 
| prise biz of the week, oldie “Bam- 
\bi” catching hefty juve trade 
;coupled with “Guns of Hate,” and 
}experiment in the serial type of 
‘film is paying off. First episode of 
| “Superman” is causing a biz stir. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 


\“Waterfront at Midnight” (Par) (2d 
|\wk). M.o. from the Rialto and 
slightly below par. Mild $3,500 in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Fort Apache” 
(RKO) and “Lightning in Forest’ 
(Rep) (m.o.) neat $5,000. 

Kentucky ‘Switow) (1,200: 30-40) 
—‘‘Noose Hangs High” (EL) and 
“Hazard” (Par). Looking for mild- 
ish $3,000. Last week “Sainted 
Sisters” (Par) and “Lady From 
Shanghai” (Col) about same. 


45-65)—‘‘Key Largo” (WB) (3d wk). 
Looks like another healthy stanza, 
robust $6,000, fine after last week’s 
(2nd) neat $7,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 
65)—“‘Another Part of Forest” (U) 
and “Upturned Glass” (U). Wicket 
|returns on the upbeat at this house 
\Jately, currently indicating nice 
| $8,000. Last week “All My Sons” 
(U) and “Bad Sister” (U) excellent 
$9,000. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)—“Walls 
of Jericho” (20th) and ‘‘Checkered 
Coat” (20th). Teed off to nice biz, 
but slackened during week, to in- 
dicate fair $11,000. Last week 
“Dream Girl” (Par) and ‘“Water- 
front at Midnight” (Par) healthy 
$14,000 and m.o. 








“Mr. Blandings” (RKO) and “My 
|Dog Rusty” (Col). Natural combo 
to snare the family trade. Fine 


Last | 


| 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 


State ‘(Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)—_ 


Holdovers Hog Mpls. Spotlight; ‘Street 


Hefty $14,000, British ‘Jassy’ NG 5¢ 





Key City Grosses 


Total Gross 

og .. $2,764,000 

(Based on 22 cities, 202 
| theatres, chiefly first runs, tv 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $2,958,000 

(Based on 20 cities, 190 
theatres). 


‘Escape’ Big 30. 
Detroit; Calloway 
Ups Doe’ to 276 














Detroit, Aug. 17. 
Grosses continue to be affected 
|in this city of high salaries and 


/continuous work interruptions due 
! 


| 


scarcities in the auto industry, 
‘though biz by and large is pretty 
| sturdy. 
| Even Cab Calloway’s stage show 
'is under expectations in a normal- 
ly stageshow-hungry town, though 
still good. “Escape” at the Fox tops 
him, and “Key Largo” continues 
terrifically at the Michigan in its 
|second whirl. “So Evil My Love” 
‘at the Palms appears 
“Melody Time” continues good as 
does “Easter Parade.” Other 
grosses are skidding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.740; 70-95)— 
|“Easter Parade’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
| Easy $8,000 compared to satis- 
| factory $10,000 in its fourth stanza. 
Art Cinema (Martens) (459; 60- 





90)—“‘Lucky Bride” (Indie) and 
“Bohemian Rapture” (Indie). 
| Sparkling $3,800. Last week, 


| “Spring” (Indie) and “Son of Regi- 

;ment” (Indie), strong $4,200. 

| Broadway - Capitol 

| troit) (3,300; 70-95)—‘“I, Jane Doe” 
(Rep), bolstered by  stageshow 

| headed by Cab Calloway and his 


| Cabaleers, Jack Leonard, Whitson | 


Bros., Peggy Mann and Larry 


Paige. Excellent $27.000. Last 


Last week, “16 Fathoms” | 45-65)— “Dream Girl’ (Par) and week. “Return of Bad Men” (RKO) 


and “Take My Wife” (EL) (2d wk). 
Sliding $10,000. 


| 95)—“Man Eater of Kumaon” (U) 
(Continued on page 18) 


Vaude Ups ‘Raw Deal’ To 
286, Cleve. ‘Jericho’ 
1456, ‘Judy’ Perky 2336 


Cleveland, Aug. 17. 
Battle by Cleveland Indians for 
‘the baseball championship is in- 
directly yet visibly hurting biz 
here. Even against this threat, 
stage combo of Jerry Wayne, Sibyl 
Bowan and Henny Youngman plus 
“Raw Deal” are giving the Palace 
a four-base b.o. sock. “Dats With 
Judy” is fairly strong at the State. 
Second week of “Key Largo” is 
also building. ’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Wallis of Jericho” (20th). Com- 
fortable $14,500. Last week, “Four 
Faces West" (UA), extra good at 
$13,000. 








“Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk). Fine 
$15,000 following $28,000 last week. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— 
“Women in the Night” (FC). 





— * 


| to strikes, steel shortages and parts | 


solid. | 


(United - De- , 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,863: 70-. 


Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 


: Minneapolis, Aug. 17. 
Major newcomers are almost 
/conspicuous by their absence this 
_week as holdovers pretty much hog 

the spotlight. The lone important 
entries, “Street With No Name” 
‘and “Jassy,” profit from the situa. 
‘tion, with former well out in front 
| It’s the fifth week for “Mr. Bland. 
ings” ana the second for “Easter 
Parade,” “Key Largo” and the pop. 
priced engagement of ‘Best Years 
of Our Lives.” 

Favorable weather continues a 
boxoffice spur, and the trend seems 
|upward again after the long de. 
cline. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Jassy” (U). British picture; light 
$5,000 in prospect. Last week, 
“Shaggy” (Par) and “Bill and Coo” 
(Rep), poor $3,000 in six days for 
duals. : 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 40)—“Old 
Los Angeles” (Rep) and “Jinx 
Money” (Mono) (duals). Twin first- 
runs getting moderate play. Fair 
$3,500 indicated. Last week, “Tar- 
zan’s Secret Treasure” (M-G) and 
“Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure” (M- 
G) (reissues), light $3,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Best 
Years” (RKO) (m.o.). Here after 
good State first week for initial 
regular-scale engagement for pic- 
ture that was roadshown several 
times downtown. Looks like satis- 
factory $7,000. Last week, ‘Mr, 
Blandings” (SRO) (4th wk), okay 
| $4,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)\— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (2d _ wk), 
Enthusiastically received picture 
has been a_ boxoffice ~disappoint- 
'ment here in view of its big grosses 
elsewhere. Will bow out to fair 
$12,000. Last week, good $17,000, 
considerably under expectations. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 50- 
70)—“Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk). 
Has been demonstrating hefty 
punch. “Dr. I. Q.” starting on Mon- 
day nights this week. Grabbing 
good $10,000 after fine $17,000 first 
week. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Four Feathers” (FC) and “Drums” 
(FC) (reissues). Good $8,500. Last 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘JERICHO’ MATS BOOST 
-BALTO TO STRONG 146 


Baltimore, Aug. 17. 

Trade continues fair here. Some 
spotty action here and there but, 
on the whole, rather unexciting. 

“Walls of Jericho” is nicely 
‘spotted for strong daytime response 
'from femmes, and “The Pirate 
jaugurs well at Loew's Century on 
|heels of recent bullish response ac- 
‘corded Judy Garland in “Easter 
|Parade.” Tying of “Lulu Belle” to 
stage layout of “Dr. Neff's Mad- 
house of Mystery” is paying off at 
the combo Hippodrome. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)\—“Pirate” (M-G). Good $17,000. 
Last week, “Time of Life” ‘UA) 
fair $11,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-0) —‘“‘Lulu Belle” (Col) plus 
stage layout of “Dr. Neff’s Mad- 
house of Mystery.” Paying off, 
with extra midnite frolic Fri. (13) 
night a natural to help towards fine 
$16,000. Last week, “Bring “Em 
Back Alive” (RKO) (reissue), plus 
vaude, didn’t get started at $12,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—"‘Peabody and Mermaid” ‘U-l). 
Opened today (Tues.) after two 
weeks of “Abbott-Costello Meet 
| Frankenstein” (U) fared well at 
|solid $15,200 opener followed by 


| $7,800. 
| Mayfair (Hicks) (890; 20-65)— 








'$15,000 in sight. Last week “Fuiler | Slugged by critics but going to “The Gallant Legion” (Rep). Aver- 


‘Brush Man” (Col) and “Thunder- 
‘hoof’ (Cel) (2d wk) good $12,000. 


| fancy. $4,000. Last week, “Street 


‘No Name” (20th) (m.o.), excellent 


stanza. — A (1,000; 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— “Bambi” | ) (reissue) and! Lower Mall ( i (570: 
“Raw Deal” (EL), Zippy $10,500. | “Guns of Hate” (RKO), with added 55-70) — “Carmen” Gnd) ad 
Last week, “Deep Waters” (20th), “Superman” serial starting this | “Open City” (revivals). Nice $2,- 
sock $13,000. week. Brought one of best opening | 800 after $3,800 last week. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) days in months, kids and femmes! Ohio (Loew’s) (1.200: 55-70)— 
—"“Mr. Peabody and Mermaid” really turning out for this bargain | “Hatter’s Castle’ (Par). Opened 


(U). Puffed by Cincy cricks, al- 


round. Last week, “Man-Eater of 
Kumaon” (U), moderate $7,200. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) —“Re-. 
(m.o.) | 
Loew’s State (Loews-WC) (2,404; | split with “Deep Waters” (20th) 
-60-$1)—"Walls Jericho” (20th) and | 7 z | 


turn of Bad Men” (RKO) 
(m.o.), 


week, 


Pleasing $6,000. 


“Melody Time” (RKO), 


Okay $5,500. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)—“A | 


Foreign Affair’ (Par). Hefty 


$14,000. Last week, “Canon City” 


Last | 


bill; may cop strong $7,500 or more. 


right $10,000 and holds for second Last week “Gallant Legion” (Rep) 
= “Eyes of Texas” (Rep) neat $6,- 





a 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing precentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 





| Saturday (14) and sighting $7,500. 

| Last week, “Gallant Legion” (Rep), 

good $5,500. 
Palace (RKO) 





(3,300; 65-90)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) plus Henny 
Youngman, Jerry Wayne, Sibyl 
Bowan on stage. Potent flesh bill 
goading it to $28,000. Last week, 
| “Black Arrow” (Col), satisfactory 
$17,500. 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 55-70)— 
“Date With Judy” (M-G). Perky 
$23,500. Last week. ‘Paradine 
Case” ‘SRO), robust $23,000. 


age $4,000. Last week, “Big City” 
|(M-G) drew some strong weekend 


45-65)— | $3,200 for fourth downtown folio. trade bolstered by “Key Largo” 


‘turnaway in next-door Stanley but 
simmered down to somewhat bet- 
ter than average $4,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th). Nicely 
‘located to catch bulk of daytime 
femme trade in heart of downtown 
shopping area, and pointing to 
strong $14,000. Last week, “Es- 
cape” (20th), fair $7,800, 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)— 
|“Largo” (WB) (2d wk). Holding 
well at $10,000 after bango begin- 
/ning at $19,600. : 

Town (Rappaport) (1.500; 35-65) 
—‘Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (3rd 
wk). Took a slight spurt with $11. 
000 indicated after an alright sec- 
ond sesh to $14,200. 
| Walencia (Loew’s-UA) (1.780; 20- 


* ;StiHman (Loew's) (2.700; 35-70). 60)—-““Time of Life” (UA) (mo. 
—“Paradine Case”! (SR®) ‘(m.o.))) Mild ‘ $4,000.° Last week.’ “Bland- 
$12,000. Last week, “Eastér Pa-| ings” (SRO) in m.o: after 10 days 
rade” (M-G) (m.o.), smart $13,500 in downstairs Century, held wel 
on eight days. ' enough at $6,100. 





hE "(Me Ga ; (8d | »wk-4, , days), | (EL), hotsy: $15,000: recs si #2 pomes) 242 48) 
* Gi2 i Me TY ie + bere RRO! (2100; '50275) | "Thé® pardnithetié admission 
yola ‘FWC) (1,248; 60-$1) — “Canon City” (EL) (m.o.). Favor- — prices,’ however. as indicated, 


“Walis Jericho” (20th) and “Your | able $5.000. Last week. “Black: include the U. S. armusem 
Shoes” (Mono) (2d wk). Mild Arrow” (Col) (m.o.), $4,500. | tax. pee 
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‘Parade’ Eyes Record $42,000, Chi; 
A&C Big 46, Regards Broadway’ 686 wi. "rseiies Bos 


Chicago, Aug. 17. 4 


‘‘Blandings’ Nifty 1146, | 
Bright Spot in- Omaha 


Omaha, Aug. 17. 
Grosses not so hot with plenty 


weekend reading of situation. “Are 
You With It” at State has locally | 





Chicago boxoffices hit their! 
highest point this year with two 
theatres going for house records | 
this week. Woods opened with 
“Easter Parade” and first day 
broke pop-price admish take with 
$6,400, ard week looks likely to 
crack $42,000. In spite of critics, 
nix of “bbott and Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” at Palace, film also 


'popular Donald O'Connor. “Ruth- 
ies,” coupled with “Argyle Se-| 
‘crets,” not so hot, “Key Largo’s” | 
‘second week held up nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





Last Week . . $590,000 Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
(Based on 14 theatres) '65\—“Blandings (SRO). Very good 
Laet-Bear ....... $697,000 $11,500. Last week, “On Island 


With You” (M-G), solid $10,800. 


he >$) 
Cent qn 18, thease Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 





set record at over $7,100 for first 





day «nd should do terrif $34,000 
on the week. Chicago theatre also 
has sock $68,000 in sight~ with 
disk jockey revue and platter per- 
sonalities plus “Give My Regards 
To Broadway.” 

“Suminer Holiday” at United 
Artists is settling down neatly, 
while “Life With Father” at reg- 
ular prices at the Roosevelt is 
heading for trim biz. 

Double fare at Garrick, ‘16 
Fathoms Deep” and “Thunder- 
hoof.” iooks toward light $8,000. 
“Life and Loves of Tschaikowsky”’ 
at World’ is apt to catch strong 
$4,000. 

“Time of Your Life,’ with Hor- 
ace Heidt, radio winners at Orien- | 
tal in second week. promises | 
smash biz. “On An Island With 
You” seems profitable in second 
stanza at State-Lake. “Feudin’, 
and Fussin’”’, also second-weeker, 
at Grand appears fair, while “Lulu 
Belle” ends two week stay at 
Apollo disappointingly. 

Estimates For This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98) — 
“Lulu Belle’ (Col) (2d wk). Dismal 
$4500. Last week, $6,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
with disk jockey revue on stage. 
Lush $65,000 in prospect. Last 
week, “Emperor Waltz” (Par) (4th 
wk), with Harmonicats, stage head- 
liners, $45,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85) — 
“Thunderhoot” (Col) and “16 


‘attendance but Sunday was woeful. “Old Los Angeles” (Rep) solid F 
" Teaiy ewe tw Ge doe . , | stage at the Strand, also remained | 


65)—“‘Montana Mike” (UA) _and 
“Love From Stranger” (EL). Lively 
$12.000. Last week, “Wallflower” 


Weather Belts |(WB) and “Shaggy” (Par), okay 


$10,000. 


° ‘ ” Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
° _— “Ruthless” (EL) and “Argyle 
a ' Secrets” (FC), $9,506. Last week, 

? (WB) 


“Valley of Giants” and 
'“Fighting 69th” (WB) (reissues), | 


pretty good $10,000. 
0 S al Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
3 “Key Largo” (WB) and “Heart of 


‘i Virginia” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
Philadelphia, Aug. 17. $6.000. Last week, $8,500, very big. 

The weather again proved a boon State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 
to the resort-bound weekenders, “Are You With It” (U-I) and 
but straight-armed the film busi- “Casbah” (U-I), opened Sunday 
ness. Most of the houses reported with prospects of okay business. 
good Friday and Saturday evening Last week, “Big City” (M-G) and 


Only two new picts were added $4,000. 
to the local film roster, which was 
also not conducive to a rush of 


fresh patronage. “The Babe Ruth | 6 9 
Story” bowed in at the Mastbaum, a ll e ts 
while the front pages carried the 


story of Ruth’s fight for life. The | 


other arrival was “The Black Ar- | . 
row” at the Aldine. Both films did | 
good, if not sensational, business. | in ll 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— 


“Black Arrow” (Col). Very good) fier fine: mid-summer biz at | 
for a La vente Se meee most houses last .week, takes lev- 
Mae ae (00, =().94)_.. ¢lled off this week with h.o.’s and 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par). Okay $5,- eee at pakaieaemanie™ ak 
200. Last week, “Unconquered”> wemorial, however, is a four-ply 
(Par) disappointment at $4,200. wallop, while “Key Largo” still is | 





Boston, Aug. 17. 


/turns down considerably. Several 


| gross of mild $15,000. ‘Easter Pa- 


‘Judy’ Dates Music Hall to Big 1486 
2d Week: ‘Glory’ -Peggy Lee-Murray 
Okay $80,000; Peabody’ Fair 236 


Broadway filia grosses remained | round of “Four Faces West” (UA), 
fairly steady this week, although way off at $3,800 
the paucity of newcomers and the Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 90- 
return of hot weekend weather | $1 99)—“Return of Bad Men” 
after a short coolish spell held re- (RKO) (3d wk). Second session 

ended last (Tues.) night okay $15,- 
baseball doubleheaders over the 9090 after fair $23,000 for the tee- 
weekend also dented filmery biz. | off frame. Holds at least one more, 

Big vaudfilm houses were most' with “Race Street” (RKO) set to 
consistent in holding their own. ' follow. 

Mammoth Radio City Music Hall,|  pajaee (RKO) (1,700: 40-95) —~ 
as usual, tops the parade, with | «g¢ree¢ With No Name” (20th) and 
“Date with Judy” and “Jubilee” | «ausic Man” (Mono) (2d runs) 


revue on stage attracting socko sec- | : : 
iieial > ena |open today (Wed.). Last week, 
ond week total of $148,006, almost | “Four Feathers” (FC) and “Drums” 


neck-and-neck with opening mee (FC) (reissues), split week with 


returns. “Beyond Glory,” wi “Best Years” (RKO) (2d run) and 


Peggy Lee, Jan Murray and Ray | «up; > . aon 
Eberle orch heading  stagebill, some (WB) (ist run), fair 


copped okay $80,000 for third round Par t (Par) (3,664: 1.80) 
at Paramount. -< amoun Ds ; 55-$ WN! 
: og “Walle 1,» —— “Beyond Glory” (Par). with 

Roxy, coupling “Walls of Jericho” | 
with Dick Haymes, Tommy Trent, } Peggy Lee, Jan _ Murray, Ray 
Eberle orch heading stageshow 


| Buster Shaver and iceshow on} (83d wk). Second week ending last 


stage, continued to perk with fine My, 

$90,000 for second frame, “Key cas night atpeee to pte 
Largo,” accompanied by Count St fone. apterous ng $98,000 for 
Basie orch and Billie Holiday on | *€¢0f frame. Holds. 

‘ ae non ar Hall (Rocke- 
strong, chalking up solid fifth week | ers) ps 5; 80-$2.40) mage Date 
total of $50,000. Capitol, other big| With Judy” (M-G) plus “Jubilee 
vaudfilmer, dipped to slow $62,000 | revue, tied in with city’s 50th 
for third and final week of “Is-| anni celebration, on stage (2d 
land With You” and “Stop the Mu- | Wk). Still socko, with great $148,- 
sic” radio show on stage. 000 in sight for second frame 

Only newcomers were “Mr. Pea- | ending (Wed.), after hoist- 


‘body and Mermaid” at Winter Gar- | ¢rous $151,000 for first week. 


den, which looked headed for fair ‘Good Sam” (RKO) in next, but 
$23,000 opening frame, and “Es-| “Judy” expected to hold at least 
cape” at Globe sighting teeoff three or four wees more. 

ss Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-99) — 
rade” “continued in fine fashion at vate Ho” (FC) and “Eagle 
the State, chalking up seventh | Squadron” (FC) (reissues) (2d wk). 
week gross of $29,000, outstanding | Heading for neat $12,000 in second 
for this time of run. round ending Friday (20), after fine 


— . | third. 
Aster (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) | Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60- 





_, With’ Deayer. ; Good ¢ 
» week. 


Fathoms Deep” (Mono). Light $8,- 
000. Last week reissues, “Hired 
Wife” (U) and “Hold That Ghost” 
(U), $9,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98 — 


(Continued on page 18) 


A. & C.’s Spooker’s 2026 
Tops Denver; ‘Affair’ 146 


Denver, Aug. 17. 

Abbott-Costello’s “Meet Frank- 
enstein” is garnering top money 
at the Denver and Webber. “Best 
Years” goes into its ninth week 
at the Broadway smashing longrun 
records here. Matinees are brisk | 
at the Orpheum with “Melody 
Time” but nights are slim. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 
“On Merry Way” (UA) and “Code | 
of Scotland Yard’ (Rep), (m.o.).. 
Fair $3,250. Last week, “Street 
With no Name” (20th) and “Code | 
Scotland Yard” (Rep), (m.o.), mild 
$3,500. : | 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500;° 35-_ 
74\—“Best Years of Our Lives” | 
(RKO) (8th wk). Fair $7,000 and 
holds. Last week, same. * 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘Foreign Affair” (Par). Good 
$14.000 and stays. Last week, “So 
Evil My Love” (Par), poor $7,000 
(2d wk). 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — | 
“Meet Frankenstein” (U). and) 
“Checkered Coat’ (20th), day-date | 
with Webber. Nice $17,000. Last | 
week, “On Merry Way” (UA) -and 
“Code Scotland Yard” 4Rep), same 
as Esquire, good $15,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 
“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Jinx 
Money” (Mono), day-date with 
Paramount. Fair $2,500. Last 
week. “On Merry Way” (UA) and 
“Code Scotland Yard” (Rep), same 
as Denver, good $3,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) 
— “Melody Time” (RKO) and 
“Mystery in Mexico” (RKO). Mod- 
erate $14,500. Last week, “Easter 
Parade” (M-G), and “Dear Mur- 
derer” (U), (2d wk), not bad 
$12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— | 
“Deep Waters’ (20th) and “Jinx | 
Money” (Mono); day-date with | 
Esquire. Fine $12,000. Last week, | 
“River Lady” (U) and “Devil's 
Cargo” (FC), same as Webber, fair 
$10,500. . 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74) — 
“Street No Name” (20th) and) 
“Shanghai Chest” (Rep) (m.o.). | 
Fine $4500. Last week, “Key 
Largo” (WB) and “Stage Struck” | 
(Mono) (m,.o.), good $4,000. | 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) — 
“Meet Frankenstein” (U) and | 
“Checkéved Cpat’’ (20¢h), dayrdate 

500., ‘Last | 
“River « Lady’’;,-(U) . and, 
“Devil's Cargo” (FC), .same as. 
Paramount, fair $2,500. i 











| 94)—"Tap Roots” (U) (5th wk). Ex- 


Feathers” (reissue). Combo draw- the Storm” (Rep). 
ing surprise $12,500. Last week, Last week. “Canon City” (EL) and | 


Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—"Life ‘eug? |_“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (4th 
With Father” (M-G). Mild re-entry ™'©® 1? second week at Met. , rie eimcage. ‘ - 
at pop rlate. Only $15,500. Last | Estimates for This Week bee same atinana — pay 
week, “Up in Central Park” (U), Astor (Jaycox) (1,300; 40-80\— | ¢i8500 after good $23,000 for 
poor $14,000. “Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and “Ad-| previous week. Interest in the 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94)— ventures in Silverado” (Col). Fair passing of the Babe of course, will 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (2d wk). $5,006 for second week after okay <tinulate interest anew : 
Good $18,600 after $27,500 for $7,200 for first. “Hamlet” opens |" Canitel (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
opening stanza. tomorrow, (18). —“Island with You” (M-G) and 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—‘Date Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-80)— “Stop the Music” radio show on 
With Judy” (M-G) (3d wk). Hold- | “Street With No Name” (20th) and sta ~ (3d-final week). Looks head- 
ing pace, fine $17,000. Last week, “French Leave” (Mono). Nice $18,- ny »-gow $62 000 windu 
okay $20,000. 000 after strong $23,000 for first after fair but. bel th $76,000 
Goldman (Goldman). (1,000; 50- week. SE a ee trace 
Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75)—! (ta) with Dick Powell. Dick 
cellent for length of run, $15,000. “Antoine and Antoinette” (SI)? ji po¢ ‘+h headi stagebill 
Last week, $19,000. | prize-winning French pic, and “The ; ae —,- CTtured — ‘ 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) ' Search” > (M-G). Good $5,800. | Ore eee et 700: 70- 
—"So Evil My Love” (Par) (3d wk). Last week, “Hungry Hill” (U) and | ¢, 85) Abbott . Cc tello ‘Meet 
Fair $7,500. Last week, $10,500. “Smart Woman,” okay +$4,000. | Feamkenateln’”’ (UJ) (4th wie Mae 
Keith's (Goldman) (1,300; 50-| Fenway (MP) (1,373; 40-80)—“A fol ame oy a ‘night with 


Good $8,000. | yrevious session. Holds one more 
round, with “Tap Roots” (U) in 


“Deep Waters” (20th), tepid $3.300. “Lady at Midnight” (EL), fair $4,- | Dey¢ 
‘ ‘ummins ; _50-94)— 500 for second week. ’ . 
“Shoe Shine” (Italian) and “Panic”; Me (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— _"Eeense™ (aut) ergs nee 


(French). Fine $6,500. Last week, “Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) and > : 
“Foolish Virgin” (indie) and “Play- “Devil's Cargo” (FC). Very hefty | ing for Mild $15,000 in Hest frame 
boy” (Indie). Good $8,500 for 10 "$30,000. Last week, six days of | week, final Be days on second 


days. i 
-Masthaum (WB) (4,360: 50-94)—_ (Continued on page 18) 


“Babe Ruth Story” (AA). Town’s ~ 

- gg b sgrey Last week, B b lJ ar e 

“Easter Parade,” $14,600 for fifth t F Ball { Pitt e 

week. : asedall JUST a oul 0 ; 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 


cinkes” toes ribo a4 wk). Okeh | ¢ °9 | °r 9 | 
500. Last week, fine $26,000. | Aff Perks t 18 ] Lif l] 
Stanten (WB) (1,475; 50-94)—¥) im 

“Return of Bad Men” (RKO) (2d alr 0 c l c 


). Thi ’ f 
see ee Pittsburgh, Aug. 17. | “Easter Parade” (M-G), big. at 











f A Spy 

sae ate ‘Night baseball is cutting in plen- | $20,000. 

. ty at the Golden Triangle ticket- Ritz (Loew's) (800; barks 

6 (m.o.). 

F ather Fi ine $22,000, ‘too, by afternoon sellout crowds | Shifted here after terrific fortnight 

‘during Cards-Pirates series. Cur-/at Penn and still has plenty of 

rent leaders are “A Foreign Af-) stuff left. Shooting for around $5,- 

St. Louis. Aug. 17. Life” at Penn, with edge going to | “Drums” (FC) and “Four Feathers” 

“Life With Father,” being shown | former, which is building, while | (FC) (reissues), a pleasant surprise 
the first time locally at pop prices, latter, aithough it opened bigger at better than $4,000. 

Blandings” among the big houses. ing off. Other new pix just doing “Walls cf Jericho” (20th) (m.o.). 

“A Foreign Affair,” coming in the so-so, with “Black Arrow” about | Off to fair start, $3,000. Last week, 

midst of the Russian spy unveiling, average at Harris and twinner of reissues of “Rose of W. 


' wickers, and weekend was hurt, “Easter Parade” (M-G) 
‘Blandings’ 206, St. 
ba at Stanley and “Time of Your 000 at this small-seater. Last week, 
is winning the b.o. battle from “Mr. on same day than “Affair,” is fall- Semater (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
is also attracting gobs of custom- | “Embraveable You” and “Dude. Square” (20th) and “Slave Ship” 
consid 


ers. After several days of cool tem- Goes West” at Warner hardly get- | (M-G), okay at over $4,000, 


perature the mercury has shot back ! ting by. erably above original estimate. 
to midsummer heights. Estimates for This Week Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 
Estimates for This Week Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 44-76)— “Foreign Affair” (Par). Didn't 
Ambassador (F&M) 3,000; 50-75) “—_D Waters” (20th) (2d wk). Di start exceptionally well but critical 
—“Life With Father” (WB) and |~ a “ wy n h.o. and won't ast ,raves and word-of-mouth building 
“Michael O’Halloran” (Mono). Fine ?!"8 ed P $5,000, if that. for the | it: Should sky over $18,500. That'll 
$22,000. Last week, “So Evil My | MON Dan > week, “Waters” got doubtlessly mean an h.o. Last week, 
Love” (Par) and “King of the Gam- pon ae Fy ’ “Life With Father” (WB), not, too 
blers” (Rep), $15,000. Ker sees ost ‘ (hot at $12,000, five-week run at 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—"A| Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— advanced prices at Warner year 
Foreign Affair” (Par) and “Argyle | ‘Black Arrow” (Col). Got away to ago having probably just EE v1 
Secrets” (FC), $18,520. Last week, @m about average opening and looks | squeezed this one dry. 
“Winners Circle” (20th) and “Street aS if it'll follow that route right Warner (WB) (2.000; 44-76)— 
With No Name” (20th), $16,000. down the stretch. Maybe $11,000. “Embraceable You” (WB) and 
Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— Last week, “Walls of Jericho” “Dude Goes West” (Mono). Not 
“Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream (20th), held an extra day and eight very mueh in sight for this twin- 
House” (RKO) and “Close-Up” got a little over $13,000. ner and it'll have a struggle mak- 
(EL), $20,000. Last week, “Time of Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) ing it to even $6,500. Last week, 
Your Life” (UA). and, “> ndeshoot” —“Time Of Your Life” (UA). Teed reissue of : Bring "Ej e 
yGal), , $30,000. , ,° ipa kets t off; strong” but apriek agney Star-, (RKO) tegk -off, strong’ 
1 Misseyri (F&M) (3,500;: 56-75 rer wont hold up through the jof Frank Buck's all-day personals 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Deep Wa-. mixed reactions, and $17,500 will at opening, but fell off after that 
(Continued on page 18) ibe about all, Last week, second of and wound up at about $8,000, 


/ $1.25)—"“So Evil My Love” (Par) 
(4th wk). Continuing to slide, with 
about $17,000 anticipated for 
| fourth round ending tonight (Wed.) 
after fair $20,000 for previous 


“Velvet Touch” (RKO) in next. 
Rexy (20th) (5,886: 80-$1.50) — 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) with 
Dick Haymes, eekas Trent, 
Buster Shaver and iceshow on 
Stage (3d wk). Second round 
ended last (Tues.) night to fine 
000, after very big $110,000 
ast week, one more week, 
with “Lady in Ermine” (0th) set 

to follow. 

m State (Loew's) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 
Easter Parade” (M-G) (8th wk). 
a mb with 
expected for seventh 
ending tonight (Tues.) after 
fine $34,000 for sixth frame, 
Loves of Carmen” (Col) follows, 
probably around Labor Day, con- 
the houSe’s new showeas- 


CWB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
Largo” (WB) with stagebill 
by Count Basie orch, Billie 
Holi {Sth wk). Going strong, 

expected for fifth 
f winding tomorrow (Thurs.) 
, after fine $58,000 for fourth. 
one more, with “Two Guys 
Texas (WB), plus “Winner 
All” radio show on stage, due 


TE 


creayteye 


fi 


Garden (UA) (1,312: 55- 

\—“Mr. Peabody” (U) (ist 

’. Heading for okay $23,000 for 

Session ending tomorrow 

) ~ eee —r' ego Previous 
wo days of “Killers” 
“Brute Force” 

nil ‘ST'eee. e” (U) (2d runs), 


‘Parade’ Flashy $13,000, 
Seattle; ‘Canon’ 8G 


Seattle, Aug. 17. 
Abbott and Costello are featured 
at two houses—Palomar, where it’s 
reissue of “Buck Privates,” and 
Blue Mouse where the pair “Meet 
Frankenstein” on moveover from 
Paramount where this opus went 
_two okay weeks. “Melody Time.” 
vat Fifth Avenue, “Judy” at Musie 
|Hall and “Largo” at Music Box 
are hefty holdovers. 
| Of the new pix, “Easter Parade” 
is setting the pace, while “Canon 
City” is also doing well. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Meet Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Stage Struck” (Mono) (m.o.). Okay 
| $3,500. Last week, 3rd of “Arch 
| Triumph” (UA) and “Smart 
_Woman” (Mono), five days, good 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 45-80) 

—‘‘Melody Time” (RKO) and “Cur- 

getting swell? $14.80 last WEERL 
' SWell- 4 ‘dast week 

| Liberty (Ind) " (1,650; pas a 

“Easter Parade” (M-G) Fine $13,- 
{Continued on page 18) 
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FILM BEVIEWS ll 





Julia Mishbehaves 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Aug. 17. 


Metro release of Everett Riskin pro- 
duction. Stars Greer Garson, Waiter 
Pidgeon; features Peter Lawford, Eliza- 
beth Taylor, Cesar Romero,,Luciie Wat- 
son. Nigel Bruce, Mary Boland, Reginald 
Owen. Directed by Jack Cotway. Screen- 
play, William Ludwig, Harry Ruskin, Ar-| 
thur Wimperis; adaptation, Gina Kaus, | 
Monckton Hoffe; based on the novel. 
“The Nutmeg Tree.” by Margery Sharp: 
camera, Joseph Ruttenberg: editor, John 
Dunning; song. Jerry Seelen and Hal 
Borne. Tradeshown Aug. 12, ’48. Run- 
ning time, 99 MINS. 

Julia Packett.. shed Greer Garson 
Wm. Svivester Packett.. Walter Pidgeon 
Ritchie Lergan......... Peter Lawford 


Susan Packett ..Elizabeth Taylor 


Fred Ghenoccio .. Cesar Romero 
Mis. Paekeit ..... Lucile Waison 
Colonel Willowbrook..... Nigel Bruce 


Ma Ghenoccio 53a Mary Boland 
Benjamin Hawkins Reginald Owen 


Lord Pennystone ..... Henry Stephenson 
Vicat . idscacas . Aubrey Mather 
Hobson ; lan Wolie 
ee Oe ere ; Fritz Feld 
PORES 25k ; r Phyllis Morris 
LOUMG.. 52648» Veda Ann Borg 


“Julia Misbehaves” is a mighty 
undignified lady—and a mighty 
funny one. A riot of .screwball 
slapstick that never takes itself 
seriously for a single moment, film 
is geared for grosses as hearty as 
its laughs. Greer Garson unbends | 
in this one and the ballyhoo ex- | 
ploiting that unbending shapes it 
for big returns. 

All forms of comedy but the 
subtle are used to spring the laughs 
that come from the frenetic antics 
of a middle-aged couple, long sep- 
araled but bent on trying romance 
again. It’s gag and situation farcing | 
that’s as artful as a slap in the face , 
and answers all demands for esca- | 
pist film fare. 

Jack Conway’s direction is fast | 
and vigorous in walloping over the 
camedy. Laughs are piled on top | 
of each other, making a lot of the | 
dialog unheard and unnecessary, as | 
the plot spends its course under | 
Conway's snappy handling. When 
a gag line won't do it, Conway 
resorts to the physical for a howl | 
and always gets results. 

Miss Garson is punched, doused. | 
muddied and tossed in her un-| 
bending process. She wears tights, | 
takes a bubble bath, sings and gen- | 
erally aecquits herself like a lady 
out to prove she can be hoydenish 
when necessary. She proves it and 
audiences will like the new Gar- 
son. As the other half of middle- 
aged team, Walter Pidgeon gives | 
away no honors. He’s pitching all 
the time and skillfully injects just 
the right amount of underplaying 
to balance broader delivery of his 
partner in fun. It’s nigh perfect 
casting for the requirements of the 
roles. 

The fun starts when Miss Gar- 
son, entertainer, receives an invita- 
tion to the wedding of her daugh- 
ter. Not having seen the girl since 
she was a baby, the mother journeys 
to France for the wedding. The 
father again becomes interested in 
mother and maneuvers her into. 
trying marriage again, while the 
mother is maneuvering the daugh- 
ter into casting off the fiance and 
eloping with another love. 

Brief outline doesn’t do justice 


| dling that will pay off. 


, conscienceless 


(MUSIC—COLOR) 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Columbia release of Charles Vidor 
(Beckworth Corp.) production, directed by 
Vide~. Stars Rita Hayworth. Glenn Ford; 
features Ron Randell, Victor Jory, Luther 
Adler. Screenplay, Helen Deutsch: based 
on the story of “Carmen” by Prosper 
Merimee; camera (Technicolor), William 
Snyder; editor, Charles Nelson 
Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco. Tradeshown 
Aug. 12, °48. Running time. 95 MINS. 


The Leves of Carmen | 


Caren: .c:: ss Pease hee Rita Hayworth | 
SR: BOIS 0.55.0 4 os 509 0 cee Glenn Ford 
IFT ET ere Lee Ron Randell | 


Garcia 


SCREOO sy ovin.s ca Kk 059 «49 0 a Luther Adler 
SE SOR Se Arnold Moss 
Remendado......... Joseph Buloft 


| SP Margaret Wycherly 
Pablo ay are Bernard Nedell 
ee ee ee ; John Baragrey 
Sergeant....... Philip Van Zandt 


Columbia has a potent piece of 
screen merchandise in “The Loves 
of Carmen.” It is a bold screen 
adaptation of the Prosper Merimee 
novel that lends itself to the 
strongest type of exploitation. 
Such boxoffice factors as a socko 
title. sex, a colorful, lusty story and 
Rita Hayworth point the way to 
solid grosses. | 

Appeal is to both femme and 
male ticket buyers, sharpening b.0. | 
prospects, and profits for both dis- | 
tributor and exhibitor should hit 
the upper brackets. Film carries 
the Beckworth Corp. label (a com- 
bination of the star’s name and that 
of her daughter) and reflects con- | 
siderable know-how in splashing | 
the screen with a gusty, s.a. han- 


As producer-director, Charles 
Vidor has made artful use of the 
stery, the players and the color 
with which the plot is endowed. | 
Under his handling, Miss Hayworth | 


|makes just about her best screen 


appearance. Her interpretation of 
Carmen, the beautiful gypsy with- 
out morals or conscience, is a socko | 


s.a. reading, loaded with a personal Lauritz Melchior, Frances Gifford, Marina Fake 


magnetism. Carmen’s not a nice 


soft-pedaling her wickedness or 
building sympathy. 


Helen Deutsch did an adept job! PY MINS. 


of scripting from the Merimee Ca 9. Jeremy Bradtord wae George Brent 
, ; mune: F ; | oly WOGBOFG . .cccceces .. dane owe 
novel, moving the plot forward in) Gi grixsen............ Lauritz Melchior 
development at a pace tBat holds Lanta Dene: .... 0450 s0ndl Frances Gifford 
| interest as it builds to the inevita- | ml oo EF eA Marina Rochets 
‘ , “gi Joo | avier , : | Serre ee ae See mse 
| ble finale wherein a fortune teller’s | 52nis"mutve.... ‘Thomas, BE. Breen 
prophecy that Carmen would die | Charlies G. K. Worton ..... Richard Derr 
at the hands of the man she truly Se Carver....... Joba Ridgeley 
loves is fulfilled. Carmen’s career of | be, Pied, Wipers... -------- eae 
lovers, theft and murder is an oper- | Bertha. ................ Connie Gilchrist 


atic standard, but the film is 


| drawn from the book with none of 


the opera’s arias. 

There is a musical score by Mario 
Castelnuovo-Tedesco that blends 
perfectly with the story’s action. It 
never pounds or intrudes yet pro- 
jects the mood with telling effect. 
The gypsy and Spanish music, the 
dances and one Latin tune done by 
Miss Hayworth are lilting moments 


| that capture the fancy and’ please 


the ear. 

Glenn Ford's character is the 
story pivot that poses moral of the 
dangers of falling in love with a 
woman. He_ im- 
presses in his tough moments, par- 


ticularly in the deadly hand-to- | 


hand knife duel with Carmen’s out- 
law husband. He uses his talent 


; seore, | 


Victor Jory | 





Miniature Reviews 


“Julia Misbehaves” 
Screwball comedy with strong 
laugh and gross. potential. 
Garson-Pidgeon for marquee. 

“The Loves of Carmen” 
(Col) (Color). | Bold, lusty 


book, not the opera. 
worth’s best and solid b.o. 

“Luxury Liner” (Songs- 
Color) (M-G). Operatic and 
pop music combined with light- 
ly diverting comedy. 

“Isn’t It Romantie” (Songs) 
(Par). Dull mixture of come- 
dy and songs. 

“Sofia” (Color-Songs) (FC). 
Highly topical treatise on So- 
viet intrigue lends solid ex- 
ploitation angie and sirong b.o. 
potential. 

“Biondie’s Reward” (Col). 
Above-average for series; 
should be strong secend fea- 
ture. 

“The Dead Don't Dream” 
(UA). Routine Hopalong Cas- 
sidv western. 

“Urubu” (UA). Jungle ad- 
venture thriller okay for dual- 
ers and exploitation houses. 

“Murderers Among Us” (Art- 
kino). Adult postwar German 
film; moderate sureseater b.o. 

“The Return of Wildfire” 
(SG). Sturdy outdoor action 
film for general situations. 
Better than average western. 








Luxury Liner 
(SONGS—COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 14. 


(MG). | ha 


‘| maintained throughout. 
o —— 


screen fare, based upon the | 
Rita Hay- | 
| 


| seldom 
‘comedy and songs that misses. 


| Wolfe has one good comedy scene. 


decided assist in making “Liner” 
diverting. ? 
| Lush art direction and settings 
ve been beautifully lensed in 
color by Robert Planck. Georgie 
Stoll’s musical direction is a tune- 
ful contributien to | meod 
rog. 


* 
Isnt It Romantic 
(SONGS) . 
Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

Paramount release of Daniel Dare pro- 
duction. Stars Vergnica Lake. Mona Free- 
man, Billy De Welfe, Riary Hatcher. Di- 
recied by Norman Z. McLeod. Screenplay. 
Theodore Strauss, Josef Mischel, Richard 
L. Breen; based on story by Jeannette 
Covert Nolan; camera. Lionel Lindon; 
songs, Jay Livingston, Ray Evans; editor, 
LeRoy Stone. Tradeshown Aug. 13, *48. 
Running time, 87 MINS. 


Candy oe Veronica Lake 
Susie Low eke at wa . Mena Freeman 
Rose ; eigaane 38-5 Mary Hatcher 
Harace Frazier . Billy De Wolfe 
Maior Euclid Cameron.... Rolagd Culver 
Richard Brannon Patric Knowles 


Richard Webb 
.. Kathryn Givney 
Larry Olsen 
Pearl Bailey 


Benjamin Logan ....... 
Clarissa Thayer 
Hannibal 
Abigail 





“Isn't It Romantic” isn’t. It’s a 
diverting mixture of 


Story idea, on its own, might 


have proved to be a mildly amusing 
| period comedy, but the addition of 
/dull songs. and 


old-fashioned 
musical handling gives it a hybrid 
| appearance. There’s a spot of in- 
| terest here and there but not 


| enough to overcome the generally 
bad effect. An occasional line of , 
dialog has spark and Billy De | 


Pearl Bailey lends some import- | 


'ance to two unimportant tunes. | 
| Otherwise, it’s quite static. 


Locale of the turn-of-the-cen- 
tury costumer is an Indiana town | 
where lives Reland Culver, still 


Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- | fighting the war between states, 


tion. Stars George Brent, Jane Powell, | 
Koshetz, Xavier Cugat orch. Directed by 
Richar 


color), Robert Planck; editar, Rebert J. 
Kern; musical direction, George Stoll. 
radeshown Aug. 11, “48. Running time, 


’ R or lay, Gladys Leh- | : ‘ 
creature and there’s no attempt at) man, Richard. Connell aaaneoe, (Techni- cemeenee 


| okay for the finale but it’s all much 


and his three daughters, Verenica 
Mona Freeman and Mary 
Culver is a southern | 
gentleman above labor, conse-| 
quently the family is broke. Film) 
rolls awkwardly along through | 
trite, contrived situations that have 
the daughters in and out of love, 
the old man falling for an eil 
scheme. Everything comes out 


ado about nothing, not too brightly 
presented. 

Norman Z, McLeod directed this 
celluloid:medley under production 
supervision of Daniel Dare. Cast is 








“Luxury Liner” wears the label 
popularly called light summer 
| diversion. 
comedy rather skillfully and he- 
decks itself in lush’ Technicolor to 
,make an elegant, flashy physical 
| appearance. It should find the b.o. 
going pleasant on most bills. 


Musical numbers are operatic ; 
and standard, with no new cieffing 
in the score. Lauritz Meichior | 
gives a good account of himself on | 

' the long hair numbers with trilling | 
assists from Jane Powel! and 
Marina Koshetz. The vocals are 
/ smooth and the numbers interest- | 
‘ingly presented. There's no feel- 
‘ing of crowding, despite 14 num-. 
| bers being included in the score. | 


c § , tunes, cleffed by Jay Livingston | 
It mixes its songs and | and Ray Evans, are included in the | 


adequate to demands but doesn’t 
give a lift to proceedings. Five 





score and the two Vocaled by Miss | 
Bailey are “Won’'rin’ When” and: 
“I Shoulda Quit When I 
Ahead.” 


formly good in backing the story- 
tune melange. Brog. 
Sofia 
(COLOR-SONGS) 

Film Classics release of ARPI produc- 
tion Reps 5 Presnell, Sr., John Rein- 
hardt), d by Reinhardt. Stars Gene 
Raymond, Sigrid Gurie; features Patricia 
Morison, Mischa Auer, George Baxter. 
ee ~—— gg ae a : Wagner. 
Screenplay, Frederick Stephani; 
5. William 





(Cinecolor), 


bell. 


signal their intentions before the 
enemy at times assumes nonsens‘- 
cal hocus-pocus. To top it all, im 
the welter of plot and counterpliot, 
two Yanks 0 kidnap a brace 
of atomic soe who are ot 
sian prisoners ‘geil away w 

it while cozily lingering behind the 
Iron Cu 4 

Substitute for the Nazis of yore 
the Russian heavies of today, and 
| what remains is a garden-type of 
cloak-and-dagger meller spiked with 
| joads of action, if little plausibility. 
‘It relates the story of how a group 
‘of Americans, operating in satel- 
‘lite countries, rescue the aforesaid 
‘scientists and dispatch them to the 
U. S. In the course of it, one of 
the operators (Gene Raymond), an 
ex-O.S.S. officer, finds again in one 
of the atomic wizards ‘(Sigrid Gurie) 
an old flame, and heads for the 
happy curtain clinch. 

Several songs are piped by Pa- 
tricia Morison, who plays a nitery 
|chanteuse working. both sides. of 
‘espionage against the middle. 
Songs, however, are not given im- 





| portanee, since camera pans away 


frequently to uncover plot develop- 
ment. A matured Ray- 
mond is nicely suited for the hard- 
bitten role he takes on. Miss 


_Gurie’s comparatively minor part 


presents, no chances of ringing the 
Other parts, tinging on the 
pure action, are workmanlike. 
Production values are lush. Tint- 
ing shows a continuing improve- 
ment im net results of the Cine- 


tien sprinting. 





ning time, 
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> 


: , aa Clotheir; editer, yeoman 
to the fun packed into the script skillfully in depicting a man gone! On the sock side is Melchior’s Charles  L. ee Sa ae laughs. Comedy is strong sup- 
by William Ludwig, Harry Ruskin weak over love, and does these | “Siegmund’s Liebeslied” solo and | Karsn ye maw 


aS 


and Arthur Wimperis. En route to’ softer scenes so well they won't sit. Miss Powell's. “Gavoite” from) Steve Roark ..-....- ‘S... Gene Raymona} [In line with past “Blondies,” 
France, Miss Garson joins an acro-| comfortably with masculine audi- | ‘Manon. Others registering are, ante Cariseh:......... _. Sigrid Gurie one revolves around get- 
batic act, becomes involved with ences. “Spring Came Back to Vienna,” | {i#]2  Qnescu........-. Patricta worsen | ting in wrong with his when 
an elderly wolf, and generally has, Ford's opponent in the knife | “Aida,” “Alouette,” “Come Back Peter Goitzen........... John Wengrat | he buys option on wrong property 
herself a time. In addition to the fight is Victor Jory. Latter is a‘ to Sorrento,” “Helan Gar,” “Lohen- | James Braden... = George Baxter | site, and then, in disgrace, pro- 
acro turn, a big laugh-getter, Pid- | menacing gypsy outiaw, sharpening 8rin’s Abschied.” Xavier Cugat pr Viera Fernando Wegner ceeds to become further em- 
geon” has his moments with a the characterization and making it gives bright workout to “Vamo a Ana Sokolova....2/....... -. Lux Alba | broiled with employer by being 
trained sedl that makes fot a secko a standout performance. Luther Rumbia” and “Con Maraccas,” as | Bell Captain SA¥tscoevessas oe socking ve 
sequence. Adler, Bernard Nedell and Joseph Well as ably backing “The Peanut proiner Johannes ....... Peter O’Crotty .20n-in-law of 
Elizabeth Taylor is the daughter Buloff, aceaiiens of the robber Vendor,” cane Dray a as Lt. Comar. Stark............ John Kelly a boss is trying to land as a 
ho r ri lati hen | gang, contribute topn -;an operatic aria, “S 0, | Chodoroy.;...-.-....+++++... Lopez ‘ 
Ww upsets her r ch relatives w S g Pp otch charac “Vienna” and “Va Viechov Milada.” Warden ee eee Jose Torvay Seripter Bernds starts his yarn. 


she elopes with an eager painter, | ters. 
elegantly portrayed by Peter Law-_ 


team of juves. Cesar Romero belts into outlawry; John Baragrey, the 
ever an hilarious performance as bullfighter whose dalliance with 
an acrobat who goes for Miss Gar- Carmen eventually leads to her 
son. It's a top job, rating a big stabbing by Ford and his death; 
hand. Margaret Wycherly, the old crone 
Nigel Bruce is delightful as the who predicts Carmen's death, and 
elderly Romeo who pursues the Ron Randell are among others in 
heroine. Mary Boland registers the cast who contribute capably. 
strongly as the tipsy mother of the 


Arnold Moss, the colonel whose | 
ford. They shape up as a strong death in a sword fight sen@s Ford. 


Light story line plots action on| 


| captain’s daughter and stows away 
on George Brent's ship when he) 
refuses her permission for a cruise 
to Rio. Papa’s treatment of 
_daughter by making her work her 

passage after being discovered 
| springs laughs, and young lady’s 
| acting as Cupid’s assistant in a 








With Soviet captives hopping out 


a luxury liner. Miss Powell is the o¢ consulate windows and testimony 


of derring-do unfolding in Wash- 
ington as the current headliners, 
“Sofia” is promoted from the im- 
plausible to a strictly exploitable 
film, synchronized to the news of 
the day. Otherwise, the loose ends 
which keep dangling and utter im- 


Wise use of Technicolor has been romance between Brent and pas- probabilities of this film of Russian 


acrobats. Lucile Watson, Reginald used in the lensing by William) senger Frances Gifford also adds intrigue in the Balkans would leave 


Owen, Ilan Wolfe and others add to Snyder. Scenes have a breath-tak- 
the generally uproarious fun. 


Everett Riskin’s production guid- senting pictorial splendor of early- | 


ance has shaped this for hefty ay Seville settings and _ rocky 
returns on strength of showmanly ™ountain fastnesses. Costuming. 
values. The usual elegance | Choreography, art direction, set 
is found in production trappings %¢corations all rate kudos. 
that give smart physical framing ° 
to the comedy. Miss Garson’s song, | === 
spotlighted during her acro stint, is Blanche Fary 
“When You're Playing With Fire,” | “Blanche Fury.” Eagle Lion 
and is delivered with unharmonious release of A. Havelock-Allen 
vocals, complete with gestures, for (Rank-Cineguild) production 
laughs. j starring Valerie Hobson an 
Class lensing by Joseph Rutten- | Stewart Granger. was pre- 
berg, art direction and settings, viewed at the Sutton theatre. 
Adolphe Deutsch’s music score. N. Y., Monday (16). Kane, 
tight editing and special effects are who reviewed pic for Variety 
among- contributions that lend from London, March 3, 1948, 
production polish. Brog. described it as being “a morose 
. tale of sex and unabashed vil- 
lainy. which may only find a 
prestige market in the U. S.” 
Film, a $1,500,000 Techni- 


Hollyweod, Aug. 17. - 
: color production based on the 
Columbia set Lucille Ball to star femeun’ Rush murder R, 


in Baye Grant baery, <ypeare | # ,19th century, is another 
S. Sylvan Wil, p 

from Gene’ “original. ‘No | 

director is set. _ i 





BALL ROLLS RICHMOND 


cycle (“Moss Rose,” “Mark of ‘ 
Cain,” “So Evil My Love”). 


ing beauty ‘without garishness, pre-_ 


~ special. 


- a i i y 
’ in the current Joseph Sh Hy Paks 7 


to the fun. . 
The Joe Pasternak touch for 
leasantly diverting froth com- 
bined with music is all over this 
' one, making it easy to take. Rich- | 
'ard Whorf’s direction is capable, | 
‘giving nice treatment to produc- 


tion numbers and putting the cast) 
through the light moments inter-. 
estingly. Gaining attention is the 
handling of “Alouette” sung by 
| Miss Powell, Romo Vincent and. 
the ship’s galley staff as a novelty. 
Presentation is tuneful | 
and amusing. Another specialty 
_is the Pied Pipers’ rendition of. 
'“Yes, We Have No Bananas,” | 
quartet giving it nifty selling. 
_ Miss Koshetz, as amorous, 
opera singer, highlights a comedy | 
' scene with humorous treatment of | 
.“I've Got You Under My Skin”) 
and otherwise aids the lighter mo- 
‘ments. Brent acquits himself well | 
as the captain and Miss Gifford | 
: Breen is good | 













the customers unconvinced.- Aided 
and abetted by vivid Cinecolor 
trappings, it will do good business 
in all but deluxe situations. : 
For the cloak-and-dagger stu- 


dent there's no explaining much | 
| that happens in “Sofia” except that 


it suited the conveniences of plot. 
Why sometimes the conspirators 
found it necessary to pass their 
mysterious messages by cake, car- 
rier pigeen or invisible ink while 
at others they loudly and openly 


Quiet Week-End 
“Quiet Week-End.”’ Associat- 
ed British production, being 
released in the U.S. by Distin- 
guished Films, was screened for 
the trade press Monday (16). 
Pic was reviewed in VARIETY 
from London May 15, 1946 by 
appraised 








ican boxoffice.” 


situation after another, with 
Blondie entering plot frequently 
to add her bit. Whole narrative 


has been carefully pre , when- 
ever there’s corn being popped 
with eye to giggles. and adds up 
to good funfest. Jerome Cowan 
_repeats with clever boss perform- 
ance, Paul Harvey makes most of 
industrialist role, and Gav Nelson 





Simms and Marjorie Kent are the 
Bumstead moppets. Whit. 


|The Dead Ben’t Dream 
United Artists release of Lewis J. Rach- 
mil production. Stars William Bovd; fea- 
Rand Brooks. Andy Ciyrde. Di " 

iv. ° 


Archainbaud. 
Benten Cheney, Bennett Cohen. Ande 
Lamb, based on Clarence E. Mulford 
stories. At New York theatre. N. Y.. 
¥ 48. Running time, 68 
Cast: Bovd, Clyde. Brooks. Mary Saw- 
don. Jehn Parrish. Leonard Penn, Francis 
McDonald. Bob Gabriel, Stanley Andrews, 
| Forbes Murray. 


' “The Dead Don't Dream” is a 
routine entry in the Hopalong Cas- 
_sidy series whose plot is com 

_of whodunit ingredients as well as 
_a liberal sprinkling of elements 
| found in all stock westerns. Pic- 








on Talb, w " , . ttre will satisfy Bill Boyd fans ant 
bk rimarily ralb*dhepes up as a 
went, pri pecnnaiery #1 1) , sophisticates?; bithibha i: or; the double bills. 
ality ‘ought to de good at the Amer-* | ius. 


tious ‘personality and undeniable: 
| talent for song and comedy are a. 


tus time Boyd (Hopalong) fer- 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Packing them in to the 
walls in key-city openings! 








COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR 


Ohbhh!... What she’s doing 
for showmen who dated her! 
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Turkish Distribs Fight Scope of 18%, 
Pix Tax; U.S. Films Decrease in Arg. 


Washington, Aug. 17. + 


Distribs in Turkey are fighting | 


Special 1677 Ytansactine tat See Col.’s Aim to Produce 
Extensively in Britain 


applies to film royalties as well as! 
London, Aug. 17. 


to the cost of the imported film, 
Dept. of Commerce pix chief 
Nathan Golden reports. | Evidently contemplating an | 
The 18°o tax applies to all proc-| ambitious production program in 
essed and semi-processed goods | Britain, Columbia has signed a} 
imported into Turkey. Up to March |three-year deal with the Nettlefold | 
3, "48, it was levied only on the|Studios whereby the American 
actual cost of the films. But then ‘company has use of the premises 
the government ruled it must apply | for a sixmonth period of each year. 
to royalties on the film as well. |Col’s last locally-made picture was 
Importers have objected, and are|“The First Gentleman,” a Jean- 
trying to get the courts to reverse | Pierre Aumont starrer. 
the ruling. ; Nettlefold agreement closely fol- 
Golden says that despite rumors lows Columbia’s recent offer to 
of impeding restrictions on the |“worthwhile indies” through its 
number of dollars available for! managing director Joe Friedman. 
films, Turkish distribs as yet have As outlined to unaffiliated pro- 
had no difficulty in getting ex-| ducers, Columbia would not only 
change. hand them studio space but also 
Other foreign developments: |'would provide ample financing if 
1. Number of U.S., British and they have a suitable story and tal- 
French pix in Argentina during the ent for a film. 





| 














first half of this year was below the | 
1947 figure, while Italian, Mexican | ne hy 
and Spanish films increased. There | 
were no Soviet films this year, com- Norwe all Pix 
pared = seven during the 1947 
first half. 3 
2. First Polish color cartoon is | P d ° U 
being made at the Czech laborato- | { 
ries in Barrandov. Other current | r0 uc lon p 
Polish films are a full-length film 
on 19th century customs and eco- Oslo, Aug. 9. 
nomic and social conditions; one While only two films have been 
showing peasant high schools in|completed in Norway this year, 
former large estates, and another | production is due to pick up in the 
on problems of rehabilitation in| near future, because three pix have 
Warsaw. been announced to roll soon and 
space at the Jar studio is now be- 
? (p.21.9 Ga? ing used by the Swedish company, 
Hawks’ ‘Bride’ Stint Is =| Svea Fim? for sti another. Those 
P ° ° in the can are “Trollfossen” (“The 
Latest Quirk in London muchashes RAAT) and Siaaee 
re om Tungtvannen 
Snarl on US. Technicians Water Battle -_— Latter was pro- 
duced by Hero Film in conjunction 
London, Aug. 17. [With Le Trident of Paris. 
Hardening attitude against im-| Upcoming are “Veiskille” (‘Cross 
portation of producers and direc- | Roads”), whose screenplay has al- 
tors from Hollywood may lead to ready been written by Sigurd Hoel 
government ban on American tech- Ulf Greber and Olaf Storstein: 
nicians vw rking on pictures in | “Hyor Fartov Flivte Kan” (“Where 
British studios to be made with | oh pects Marl drone Rolf W 
American finance. Latest —- - Soop totinie ma d “Den. Hem- 
eet aaa: Hawks |melightetsfulle Leilightet” (“The 
over to direct “Mail War Bride.” Mysterious Room’), produced by 
Bulk of the production was to be | Norsk Film and written and direc- 
shot on location in Germany, and ted by Tancred Ibsen. Svea Fijm 


studio work would have occupied is shooting “Jorund Smed” (“Jor- 
three to four weeks. und the Smith”) at Jar. 

Final arbiter in the case is the 
Ministry of paler. . agro 2 
riving at a decision it is seeking ee 
the views of the organized techni- | __ Helsinki, Aug.” 9. 
cians. and is to be told that as Three films are set to go before 
20th intends that the film should | the cameras at local studios here. 
qualify for quota, Hawks won’t be Suomen Filmiteollisuus (SF) will 
permitted to work on the picture | produce “Toukokuun Taika” (“Jan- 
‘here. uary Signs’) starring Finnish ac- 

At one stage of the negotiations tress Eeva-Karina Volanen, and 
20th suggested that if the Hawks “Onnen Pekka” (“The Happy 
permit was rejected, the picture / Pekka’), with comedian Veli-Mat- 
would be made outside Britain, | tj heading the cast. Third pic is a 
but as this wouldn’t enable them | grama, “Soita Minulle, Helena,” 
gg br ae a Phe af he (“Call to Me, Helena”) which AFO 

uink again. s a liad). 3 : 
ber of the Britial: Films Producers| ‘“"°™* *Sme) % reneyae. 
Assn., its application isn’t within | 


> i ; of th t with | . - e 
Assi. Ot Cine-Teehimiclans and, is Rabinovitch’s Italian 
tside t ree y e; ° 
two organizations. “| Faust’ Winds Up Sept. 20 


Within that quota, however, is| 
the application for three Holly-| Rome, Aug. 17. 
wood technicians to work on the | “Legend of Faust,” third operatic 
Rank-Ed Small production of  filmusica! to be produced here by 
“Lorna Doone,” scheduled to oc- | Gregor Rabinovitch for Columbia 
cupy six months of studio space | release, iz due to be completed at 
here. Applications have been made the Titanus studio by Sept. 20. 


for permits on behalf of Grant st is t d Ital 
Whytock, as producer; Reuben | Nei Corradi, 


Rosenberg, personal assistant to, “Faust is the west: aabitious 


the producer, and Rudolph Ster- | 0+ papinovitch’s locally-made pic- 


nad, art director, and no opposi- : 

tion will be lodged with the Minis- | tures, with a budget set at $500,000. 

try of Labor by the union con- Associate producer is Paolo Tam- 

cerned. _burrella, while Carmine Galione is 
According to a communique re-'| directing. 

ceived in London from the Motion | 


Pi¢ture Art Directors in Holly-' > 
wood, Sternad won't be coming Uruguay Pix Grosses 


over now as Small has abandoned call . ~—— 
his plans to produce in Britain. | Spiralling in 1948 
| Montevideo, Aug. 3; 


VIENN A OPERA SLATED | Montevideo, with a population of | 

: | 722,318, had 87 film theatres at the 

FOR FIRST US TOUR °2¢ of 1947, with an attendance of 

e 14,181,734 throughout the year. 

Vienna, Aug. 1. | Total grosses for 1947 were $5 ,273,- 

For the first time in the history 193 (U.S.) of which the municipal 
of the Vienna State Opera, the authorities take 6% in taxes. 

organization will appear on the Uruguayan grosses are spiralling 

North American continent starting in 1948, particularly over the week- 


sanoniaeoming 


Finnish Production Active 

















Wolfe Cohen Named Prez 


Of WB Int'l Vice Milder Rank to p ut GFD Execs on Carpet | 


Completing the realignment of. 
its world setup, following death of | 
Max Milder in London last month, : 
Warner Bros. has elected Wolfe | 
Cohen as prexy of WB _ Interna-| 
tional. Since 1944, Cohen has been | 
vice-prexy of Warner International | 
working under Milder as prexy. He 
will continue to headquarter in 


New York for the present. | 


Cohen joined WB in 1925 as 
head of the St. John branch in 
Canada. In.1936, he became Ca- 
nadian district manager and five 
years later was named vice-presi- 
dent of Vitagraph, Lid. 


British, French © 
Pact Exchange 
Of Technicians 


London, Aug. 17. 

Assn. of Cine-Technicians has 
negotiated two agreements with the | 
French technicians’ union which | 
will result in an exchange of film | 
workers between’ Britain and 
France. First pact provides for a 
swap on a one-for-one basis irre- 
spective of grades, while the second 
gives mobility to newsreel techni- 
cal employees on a basis similar to 
that already granted journalists. 

Newsreel accord is the first to be 
worked out, and both unions ex- 
pressed confidence that other re- 
ciprocal arrangements would fol- 
low. Although the French-British 
film employee exchange is now an 
accomplished fact, a like arrange- 
ment between the ACT and Ameri- 
can unions is proceeding slowly. 
Agitation for such an agreement 
has been sporadic for several years. 


‘LILI MARLENE’ PLANS 
EUROPE CONCERT TOUR 


Zurich, Aug. 7. 

Lale Andersen, German singer, 
better known under the name of 
the song she made famous, “Lili 
Marlene,” is staying in Zurich to 
make some records for Decca. Aft- 
er having been an overnight suc- 
cess during the war on the Nazi- 
controlled Belgrade network, she 
was banned by the Nazis in 1942 
for political reasons, upon which 
she went to live on an island in 
the North Sea. 

In 1945 she returned to Ger- 
many, her performances being 
asked for by Allied troops. After 
her Swiss stay, she is planning on 
a concert tour throughout Europe. 











Munro Expanding Film 


Chain in Australia 


Brisbane, Aug. 10. 

Charles Munro, formerly with 
Hoyts’ cinema*loop, now a major 
indie operator in Queensland, has 
added two more cinemas to his 
chain with the takeover of the Gar- 
rick Entertainments, covering ur- 
ban holdings. 

Maurice Sloman, former Mel- 
bourne manager for Hoyts, is in 
the deal with Munro. Duo also 
operates cinemas in the Melbourne 
zone. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures shows weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 17. 
“A La Carte,” Savoy (9). 
“All My Sons,’’ Globe (9). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty (42). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (63). 
“Bless the Bride,’ Adelphi (63), 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (15), 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (19). 
“Caribbean Rhap,”’ Wales (11). 
“Carissima,’* Palace (23). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (51). 
“Crime Passionel,”’ Garrick (2). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (64). 
“Four, Five, Six,”’ York (23). 
Giaconda Smile,” New (11). 

















“Happiest Days,” Apollo (21). 

“Linden Tree,” Duchess (53). 

“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (19). 
“Man Must Die,” St. Mart. (2). | 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (59). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (68), | 
“Paragon,” Fortune (15). 


\“Jenny and the Soldier.” It won ' 


ther donation. 


Re Exhib Beefs on Rents, Bookings 


London, Aug. 17. 





Portugal Puts Controls 
On All Film Imports 


Lisbon, Aug. 10. 

Ending the Portuguese free-trade 
honeymoon with ollywood, the 
government has clamped controls 
on importation of U. S. films due 
to the critical dollar situation. | 
Applications for import licenses for | 
films from the U. S., Italy and 
Switzerland have been nixed com-‘ 
pletely for the time being. 

Assn. of Producers, Distributors 
and Exhibitors of Portugal, mean- 
while, is currently mulling the ef- 
fect upon the local film industry in 
case film imports are cut by 50% 
of last year’s total. It’s reported 
the government is willing to grant 
remittances up to $650,000 for for- 
eign films, but nobody has figured 
out how to divide that sum among 
32 film importers operating in this 
country. 


Six Foreign Pix 
Bought for US. 


Foreign product continues to 
flow into the U.S. with acquisi- 
tion of six pictures from three 
countries announced last week in 
New York. Topping the boxscore 
are three French films brought in 
by Vog Film Co., while Lopert 
Films, Hoffberg Productions and 
the Reconstruction Trading Corp. 
are handling’ one apiece. 

Vog’s trio is the celluloid ver- 
sion of Jean Cocteau’s play, 
“Eagle With Two Heads;” plus a 
waterfront drama labeled “Dedee 
D’Anvers,” as well as “Manon,” 
described as a modern dress ver- 
sion of a story on which the opera 
of the same name is based. Lat- 
ter picture, partly financed by Vog, 
is due to be completed at the 
Joinville studio in September. 

Lopert Films picked up Sacha 
Guitry’s new picture, “Mile. De- 
siree,” *whose plot concerns a 
romance of Napoleon. Guitry both 
wrote and directed the pic while 
Herman G. Weinberg has done the 
English titles. It’s tagged for fall 
release. Company prexy.Ilya Lo- 
pert, incidentally, is slated to sail 
for Italy and France next week 
on the America to scout around 
for more product. : 

Rounding out the sextet of im- 
ports are an Irish entry, “My 
Hands Are Clay,” for which Hoff- 
berg Productions obtained the 
western hemisphere distributional 
rights from the pic’s producer, 
Dublin Films, Ltd. Filipino film, 
“Fort Santiago,” is being readied 
for U. S. release by the Recon- 
struction Trading Corp. Story 
deals with a guerrilla campaign 
waged by the islanders against the 
Jap invaders. .Nathan Cy Braun- 
stein is currently editing the print. 


Danish Film Producers 
Get Fund Coin Awards 


Copenhagen, Aug. 3. 

Danish State Film Fund, fi- 
nanced by heavy license fees paid 
by exhibitors, has shelled out this 
year to date more than $30,000 in 
prizes to film producers. Top coin 
went to Johan Jacobsen for his 
celluloid version of Soya’s play, 











its maker a $20,000 award. 
Also gaining by the fund com- 


mittee’s largesse was Dansk Tegne- |. 





Farvefilm, which turned out the | 
Danish feature cartoon hit, “The 
Tinderbox.” Company was handed 
a $10,000 grant to ready a new 
Hans Andersen cartoon, ‘Hans 


i 


Glass’ Debut U.S. Trip | 


Sydney, Aug. 9. | 





in November, 1949. Inking of the - 
final contract is likely to be done 
within a month. 


_influex of tourists from the Argen- 
‘tine. side of the River Plate, who 


ends, when there is a considerable 


John Glass, general manager of 
|Hoyts Theatres, Ltd., planes to 
the U. S. about the middle of the | 


“People Like Us,” Wynd. (6), 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (29). 
“Sit Down,” Comedy (2). 


Executives, district managers 
and rank and file salesmen in 
J. Arthur Ranhk’s distributing or- 
ganization, General Film Distrib- 
utors, will be told in plain lan- 
gyage Friday (20) by their chief 
that they mustn’t make extortion- 
ate demands on indie exhibs and 
must abide by the accepted codes 
of fair trading. 

Rank has called his salesmen to- 
gether to tell them of some of the 
allegations’ made by exhibitors 
when he appeared before the Gen- 
eral Council of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. last month. 

Although Rank was unable te 
answer most of the charges at the 
time, he now has had an oppor- 
tunity of investigating the accusa- 
tions, and where they have been 
founded on fact will demand as- 
surance there will be no cause for 
complaint in the future. Quite 
apart from high rentals demands, 
exhibitors voiced strongest objec- 
tion to activities of some of the 
salesmen, alleging that business 
transactions were carried out by 
telephone and net by letter, and 
that block-booking, although il- 
legal, was still being carried out, 
and exhibs were being denied top 
product unless they were prepared 
to take the rest of the output. 

Because Rank acknowledges the 
fact that theatre owners will have 
to get the bulk of the product to 
satisfy the 45% quota from his own 
organization, and realizing that ex- 
hibs will have recourse to the 
Board of Trade if they can plead 
exorbitant film hire charges, he’s 
determined that there be no justi- 
fication for such a plea, as that 
would at once destroy his conten- 
tion that British product is avail- 
able for the exhibitor who wants 


it. 

On the outcome of this meeting 
will depend, to a large extent; the 
fate of the agitation now going on 
among indies for a separate or- 
ganization within the C.E.A. Al- 
ready many of them view with 
strongest suspicion the Rank tri-~- 
bunal to settle rentals disputes, 
and unless they see signs of a dras- 


tic change of policy, will probably 


take initial steps, when they meet 


again on Sept. 7, to get the organi- 
zation underway. 





British Pix Industry 


Slow on Uptake About 
State Studio Contr 


“London, Aug. 17. 

For nearly three weeks the gov- 
ernment committee investigating 
studio space in Britain, “to see 
whether any of it should come un- 
der state control or direction, has 
been virtually ignored by the in- 
dustry. 

The unions which agitated for 
the government probe because of 
growing unemployment and idle 
stages, have done nothing to as- 
sist the inquiry and have neither 
submitted’ memoranda nor volun- 
teered oral evidence, and their ap- 
parent lack of interest has resulted 
in caustic comment in Whitehall. 

British Film Producers Assn, is 
now readying a memo to the com- 

ittee which will deal with the 

roblem in general terms, and will 
offer to appear before the commit- 
tee if that’s considered necessary. 
But there appears to be no anxiety 
in producer ranks to speed the in- 
quiry, and a committee appointed 
more than a week ago to prepare 
the argument has yet to meet. 


JARBEL’S FRANCO-MEX 
-DISTRIB-PROD. PLANS 


Franeois Jarbel, just arrived 
from Paris, heads for Mexico City 
where, with family associates, he 
will further a Mexican-French film 





Clodhopper.” If the firm is suc- | “istribution-production setup. Jar- 
“Glass Menagerie,”’ H'market (3). cessful in creating a style dis- | bel will headquarter in the Mexi- 
similar to Walt Disney's, it’s un- ©4" Capital, exporting and import- 
derstood the fund will make a fur- !"8 Product in both languages, but 


utilizing the accrual of Mex films’ 
revenues in France for French pro- 
duction, 

The accumulated francs derived 
from Mexican pictures will be si- 
phoned to the Madison Corp., 
which is the overall operating com- 
pany for both the international 


Under the agreement the com-. seize the opportunity to get in some 
pany will perform five operas. A |entertainment and take in pix not 
tour teniatively has been set up yet on view in Buenos Aires where 
to cover key cities in the U.S. and they are held back through import 


“Starlight Roof,” Hipp (41). 
Travelers Joy,” Crit. (11). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (71). 
“Worms View,” Whitehall (68). 





Canada over a 10-week period.” {restrictions and dollar shortages. 


“Written for Lady,’ Garrick (4), 


month. distrib as well as the producing 

In making his first American | company. Idea would be to make 
junket, Glass expects to visit San the films in France with a Spanish 
Francisco, Hollywood and New soundtrack as well, for both the 
York before returning to Aussie. ‘Gallic and Latin markets. 


* 
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Seniorities Granted Five Unions 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 


New five-year contract between 





the major studios and five principal | 
craft unions went into effect over 
the weekend following successfw) | 
conclusion of several days’ negotia- | 


tions. Pact, which expires Aug. 14. 
1953, includes provisions for re- 


7% 
- 
| 
| 


Meaty Plug 

With meat priees at an all- 
time stratespheric high, United 
Artists is planning one of the 
pleasantest exploitation stunts 
of the season. It is sending to 
each of about 160 newspaper, 
radio and magazine writers in 


Reflecting a signifieant gain in 
returns from its wholly- 
owned subsid Eagie Lion, Pathe 
‘Industries has registered a sharp 


‘boost in net profits for the first | 
half ef 1948. Company's take for | 


the 24 weeks ended June 12 
totalled $627,957, almost six times 
the $124,971 which it made during 
the equivalent period of "47. 
Statement noted the “very sub- 
stantial progress” score by EL 


In Pathe’s Profits Boost 


By Majosin aking S-Year Pats.” 


i 
Salient Terms m French Pact 

Salient terms of the proposed Franco-American film agreement 
which company prexies discussed at a huddle yesterday (Tues.) are 
the following: 

1. Remittances of $3.635,000 annually from France for a four- 
year period starting July 1, 1948. Of this total, $2,438,205 yearly 
will be applied to the $9,752,820 frozen coin accumulated up te 
July 1, 1947; balance of $1.186,795 towards current earnings. 

2. Limit of 121 American features to be dubbed in French yearly. 

3. Boosting of screen quota for French films te five weeks out of 
ev 13. 
emer’ payments of $2,438.205 yearly at a rate of 119.30 franes 
| to the dollar; current* payments at the regular current exchange 
rate (3.02 frames to the- doliar). } 

5. No ceiling on pix with French subtitles except that they can 





' 





only play at 10 Parisian and 20 provincial houses. 

6. Of the 121 American pix yearly, 110 go to members of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America; 11 to indies. 

7. France agrees to restrict dubbed pix from other countries 
to 65 annually. 


which resulted in 133% jump in| 
/average weckly billings in 1948's | 
in dry ice, the meat will arrive first six months over the opening | 
in @ cellophane bag preelam- half of ‘47. ais sates group has 
ing: e rtieular emphasis on sell- | | 
«This steak comes from one ne Preauet to pre which | 8. Two-year ban on dubbed films stands except for exemption 

of the original ‘Red River’ control large aumbers of first-run | of 24 pix of overage vintage. 

steers, as seen in the mag- theatres in key eities, Pathe re- }-—— "" 


nifieent Heward Hawks pro- port explains. J ohnston film clauses of the Blum-Byrnes 


duction.” Pathe’s gross is far ahead this agreement drawn up between th 
. . © . - e 
P.S.—It was discovered that year with $13,564,035 amassed ih tinnstiy 2 two Gountries two years ago. Act- 


retakes had made the original against $3,359,504 last year. Net) ing as special counsel to the E 
* = LITi- 
=a a a bit too tough and, at current assets come to $11,524,094 countries on the Continent. Mul- bassy in the negotiations was Ger. 
eke alegre, ype dom I ne gage dan gas ere manag sh vey, however, will return to the aid Mayer, MPAA™ international 
‘ ‘ vious § Za. : 


opening on Aug. 15, 1949, and Aug. 
15, 1951. 

Agreement was announced joint-| 
ly by the committees representing 
10 studios of the Assn. of Motien 
Pieture Producers and the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
Chauffeurs, Warehousemen and) 
Helpers Local 399: International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Lacal 40; International Hod Car-— 
riers, Building and Common La 
borers Local 724; Building Service | 


New York a two-pound steak 
te plug “Red River.” Packed 

















































Employes International Union Lo- 


butcher on 14th street. 








totals $12.586.851, a marked boost 


U.S. without extending his trip division chief. 


eal 278; and Operative Plasterers aie tad came? ‘estan Bt eeeeneainedl to elsewhere. Company toppers had before 

and ae Finishers International $2.724.747 indicating substantial Session was held in the office of them neces tcaed pe eee — of the 

prot 5 S + THe 94,734,757, A SUD: “Spvros Skouras. 20th-Fox prexy. MW agreement, with schedules of 
“Under terms of the contract, AFL Film Council Pitches bank loans to EL. a 


studios will establish a registry in 


pressed belief that 


40. Lou Helm, business 


erder to grant preference of em- 
ployment to those with six months 
experience in the film industry 
here. Producers also agreed to 
establish a seniority system ap- 
plicable to each department of the 
respective unions. Both groups ex- 
preferential 
seniority will be an important 
factor in furthering amicable rela- 


tions. 


Other features of the pact in- 
clude improved location conditions, 
improved vacation-pay conditions, 
improved travel-time conditions 
and other related items. Contract 


and by the boards of directors of 

the individual film companies. 
Sitting on the joint union negoti- 

ation committee were George Mul- 


key, international rep of IBEW, and 


Bert Thomas, business rep of Local 
rep of 
Local 724, and Al Smith, Interna- 
tional rep; Ben Martinez, business 
rep of plasterers, and Robert Der- 
mott of the union's negotiating 
eommittee; Jack Lyons, business 
rep of BSE; Ralph Clare, business 
rep of the teamsters, and John 
Stevenson, attorney for the team- 
sters and building service em- 
ployes. 

On the producers’ committee 
were A. H. MeCausland of U-l; 
Howard McConnet!, Republic; Car- 


| 


| 


| 


For Union Support Of 


Hollywood Pictures j= 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

Drive for union suppert of Hol- 
lywoed films got underway yester- 
day (16). Letters went out to 
5000 AfL unions througheut the 
country from the Hollywood AFL 
Films Council, urging unioneers 
to patronize films made in. Holly- 
waod and “produced under AFL 
union shop conditions and con- 


| tracts.” 
is subject to ratification by the, 
membership of the unions involved | 


Noting that the decline of film 
revenue im foreign countries has 
reduced employment in Hollywood, 
letter signed by Film Council 


| prexy Roy M. Brewer adds: “when 


you have a few quarters to spend 
for entertainment . . . spend some 
of them where they will help 
provide work for AFL crafismen, 
that is, spend them to see fine 
American motion pictures made 
in Hollywoed.” 

Letter points out that_ public 
support of Hollywood “helps te 
employ a brother member of the 
AFL under union conditions in 
Hollywood. And, just as im- 


portant, 65% of the money taken | 


in by the movie boxoffice in your 


|town remains in your town and 


helps to empioy other AFL crafts- 


Current liabilities, however, are 
down to $6,415,188 against $12,289,- 
273 last year. 














Saratoga 


Ceniimeed from page 1 jae 





Roosevelt was governor he ap 
pointed 2 commission which re- 


| ported back that Saratoga need not 
take second place to any~ of the 


great European spas, Vichy, Pau, | 


Vittel, Baden-Baden, Bad Nauheim, 
etc.. excepting for its inadequate 
facilities which could be readily 
corrected. as hotel and other hous- 
ing accommedations improved. 


However, the annual August gyp ' 


went on and was pyramided with 


the lush war times. But now the) 


public has balked. Its dire effect 
on the class niteries, with their 
lavish monthly entertainment lay- 
outs, is the result. Whether or not 
the sensitivity over the greenlight 


on the easinos obtained, presum- | 
ably because of Gov. Dewey’s posi- | 


tion in an eleectien year, it is now 
generally agreed that Saratoga’s 
days are numbered unless it does 
a sharp about-face, and for the 
better. 











Anti-Trust 


rather than MPAA headquarters, Permitted uses of frozen coin. not 
as usual. Reason given was that far different from the schedules 
Skouras’s office is airconditioned, ‘Mat go with the Anglo-U. S. paet 
while the MPAA board room is Of last March. 

not. Eric Johnston, MPAA prez, 





who arrived in New York shortly 

, before the meeting from a United Stanley Co. Argues 

Airlines board meet in Chicago, . 

presided. Theatre Disposal In 
Attending the meeting were ‘ 

Nicholas M. Schenck, Arthur M. K-B Wash. Action 

Loew and Joseph R. Vogel for = 

Metro; Barney Balaban and Washington, Aug. 17. 

George Weitner, ci gto — As yet there has been no judg- 

ros P. Skouras, and Murray Sil- - : ere 

verstone, 20th-Fex: Major Albert mae im tap Faremount - * 

Warner and Wolfe Cohen, Warner “'"ing any defendant to dispose 

Bros.: Gordon E. Youngman, RKO; °f any theatre, the Stanley Co.,, 

Joseph H. Seidelman and John Warner subsidiary, told Federal 

O'Connor, Universal; Jack Cohn gictrj atomdinw (tm 

and Joseph McConville. Columbia; seamed ye ome postarens aie 

Mulvey for Samuel Goldwyn pro- t asked the court to dismiss a suit 


ductions; and Ted Black, Republic” ' Sais a Te yeneg eieahe deel 
Officials of the MPAA were out MacArthur theatre on the ground 
in full force headed by Johnston. severage was required by the 
Others in attendance were O'Hara, | ¢ ‘enawt? ee . 
Kenneth Clark, Tom Waller and Fee og ARCS, ERREOUR <eRy 
Fred DuVall. K-B claimed that the court had 
_ Discussion of means of counter- declared Big Five companies must 
ing the new 45° quota and other give theatres owned jeintly with 
restrictions imposed by the British independents where the independ- 
on Hollywood output topped the ents would otherwise be sole own- 
agenda. There was considerable ers. Stanley’s motion to dismiss 
feeling by some execs that any was based on the legal argument 
mass “invasion” ef England by U.S. that when a case is remanded by a 
chieftains would be a bad psycho- reviewing court for further pro- 
logical move. This had been in- ceedings, there is no judgment 
formally diseussed as a possibility yntil the lower court has those 


last week. proceedings and enters its judg- 


xoll Sax, Warners; Ted Leonard, ™en, for the movie theatres them hee 
Continued from page 3 | British situation took second ment on the basis of them. It said 


Paramount; William Hopkins, Col- | selves employ AFL workmen un-— 























umbia; Mark Busfiner, RKO; Or- 


cer AFL union shop conditions.” fered for sale in various locales is 


position in heat. however, to the the K-B suit was premature and 


ville Foust, Hal Roach; Don. Biair, | 
Samuel Goldwyn; Ed Collyer, 20th- | 
Fex; William Walsh, Metro; Charles | 
Boren, AMPP veepee in charge of | 
labor relations, and his assistants, | 
Alfred Chamie and Ben Batchelder. | 


Also sitting in were members of | 


the top AMPP labor committee con- 
sisting of Y. Frank Freeman, Par- | 


amount; Fred S. Meyer, 20th Fox; 


L. K. Sidney, Metro; Marvin Ezzell, | 


Goldwyn; Hai Roach Jr.; 


Leon 


Goldberg. RKO; Herbert Freston, 
Warners; Ed Muhl, U-l and Robert 
Newman, Republic. 


Majors Ask Dismissal 








EASTMAN’S $28,017,724 


6-MO. NET; GROSS UP 257, 


Eastman Kodak’s net profits for 
the half year ended June 12 


amounted to $28,017,724, a size- 


able gain over the $20,299.661 
which the company netted for the 
corresponding period of 1947. 
Gross sales showed a 25° im- 
provement to hit $192,480.338 


‘against last year’s $153,581,750. 
Equivalent earnings came to $224 | 
| per share compared to $1.62 in '47. affected by a settlement. 


Shortages persist, especially in 


attributed te the settlement nego- 
tiations. 
Straws in the Wind 
Frequent reports have recently 
cropped up that Warner Bros., for 


instance has been sounding out 
, purchasers. Latest of these re- 
| ports came from Philadelphia last 


, week where film row was buzzing | 


/over indications that Warners may 
sell its Mastbaum, Earle and AlI- 
_ dine theatres to Loew's, Paramount 
,and RKO, respectively. Philly, 
;econtrolied mainly by Warners, 
would be one of the prime areas 


There 


r 


French. Exees had before them a should be heaved. 
compromise worked out in Paris in Supreme Court specifically said 
the past few weeks that will give some joint ownership is legal, Stan- 
them about $14.500,000 from ley countered, and the whole ques- 
(France in the next four years. tien is open until the New York 
After having turned down a stight- ‘court acts again. 
ly less advantageous deal a. few If motion to dismiss is denied, 
weeks ago, they grudgingly ac- Stanley said, certain allegations 
_ cepted the new offer with modifi- should be stricken from the K-B 
cation as the best that could be complaint. These were mainly alle- 
obtained. . gations about Stanley's “monopo- 
Major point at issue, however, listie practices and intent.” The 
was the formula that the distribs brief said that since this was not a 
‘must devise for dividing the treble damage anti-trust suit. these 
French income among themselves. allegations were “irrelevant, im- 
Simple device of pro-rating it in pertinent and immaterial.” 
accordance with the total amount | 
of unremitted frances each company | 





















Of W Suit es I hs = ame ethes indications, prermge ding in France is not accept- | Clay Hake Supervising 
certain film lines, pite record- however, that the parties may be | , most distribs claim spe- >, } 
riters Guild ‘breaking production in these lines, still far from crossing the bridge. |¢ial problems. pe Par’s S.A. 16m Expansion 
Dismissal of the Screen Writers’ statement declared. Gradually, From one source it was learned| Part of the coin that will be re- |: Paramount will widen its 16m 
Guild suit, brought as result of the however. the company is returning that the carly reaction of the D of ceived is a pilimg up of receipts “#58 wext month when the com- 
majors’ refusal to hire the 10 “un- | t© some balance in supply and de- | J. was to sit back and listen with- past due, while the rest is on an. | P@®Y invades Latin America with 
fri t eg Ces Con- | ™2na@ and seasonal trends are be- out signalling how it felt on the ticipated future earnings. Since! © Geteteation.ef narrow-gsus® 
endiy witneses coming evident for a number of settlement proposition. ‘companies have been able to thaw Product. Listed to top its time: 
gressional red probe, is demanded K's products. Added support to this belief is varying amounts of francs in the ‘2!¢ are four countries—Brazil, 
in a motion filed by the defendants, Prices have held to within 18° given by current preparations by past few years and have used Veusneta, ames ane Cube, Cove 
this week. Application does not di- *bove August, 1939 while cost of the majors to serve cross-interroga- | Varying quantities to maintain P@"Y, is currently prepping both 
rectly attack the rits of the suit , terials bought by the company tories on the Government. Un- their offices and pay for European ee ne Gabhed yeints ter 
but is teehnical in nature, claiming | ‘OS 80° for the period, accord- derstood the Big Five are now Visits of their execs, problem js | Latino consumption. Par’s 
that the complaint fails to set forth i" to the statement. Like other working on a jointlist of questions Posed on how much more each. po hac rag +7 
a short and concise statement of Telated film businesses, foreign which will seek from the D of J Company should get in the forth. 'ePresentative in South Africa, has 
charges. Jurisdiction of the Fed- ‘@de restrictions have begun te infermation as to what theatres the | Coming liquidation. - taken om supervision of the 1am 


eral district court of New York is Ct sharply into EK’s expert vol- Government lawyers consider illeg-| Situation on the French divvy cokier 6 ain A, eters es ml 
also challenged. _ ume, it said. _ally held. Moreover, staffs of field- was also discussed at a lengthy ses- is adaing to peed «geal oper 
Dismissal plea will be heard . _men are still gathering informa- sion of foreign managers at the tions in the Far East. France and 
. 14 In the event that the wn. i ) tion on partnership theatres in re- MPAA Monday afternoon. They Belgium 4d 
court refuses an outright tossout Bischoff Dickers 'Sponse to previously served Gov- drew up some tentative outlines of | Revenues, however, are consid- 
ef the case, defendants are asking ernment interrogatories. formulas that were presented to ered strictly minor, never approxi- 
alternatively that large number of With RKO as Indie First attempt at a settlement re- the top echelon stanza yesterday. | mating the giant returns predicted 
_be stricken out as “re- sulted in the consent decree which Foreign managers Monday also in the industry immediately follow- 
dundant, immaterial and imper-— Hollywood, Aug 17, has now expired. Second effort heard a firsthand repert on Latin ing the war. Best Senaipeant mar- 
tinent. __ Howard Hughes is dickering for Was made before the U. S. Su- America from Joaquin Rickard, ket se far has been the Philippines 
- Joining in the application are first indie to sign at RKO sinee he preme Court handed down its de- _MPAA’s rep for south-of-the-bor- | where perhaps 10% of the take is 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- took over. Sam Bischoff would be cision. ‘hose negotiations, front- | der territories. derived trem marrow-gauge pix. 
jea and all majors except United the indie. ed by former Secretary of State | French compromise, which still on 
fim “iil be MM ike a Kicked . by phere reportedly must get approval of ‘upper-brack | 
wi rs. Mike,” icked over by Paramount when et officials i ’ 7 
Colin & Kaye filed the motion for at around $1,200,000, he currently it balked at giving up its partner- ‘out ey grvumaniet took te) 
: releasing throngh , Ship interests. Par is now said to the Foreign Minist rc 
separate - plea with which he has a deal for four be much more amenable to that | 
Schwartz & Frohlich. pix. . compromise recipe. 
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Texas Drive-In Changes Hands 
Lubbock, Texas. 
R. Ballinger, who recently 


ry and reps of oper i drive-in 
the U. S. Embassy in France, since on tee nee to PL. Smith, 


iit compromised a revision of the owner of Plains theatre. 
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THis IS 
ENTERTAINMENT! 


Filmed amid the breathtaking grandeur of the mightiest 





peaks of our continent... acted magnificently by a trio of 
top stars Joan Leslie, James Craig and Jack Oakie... 
jam-packed with all the thundering action of the wildest 
rodeo on earth—the fabulous “Calgary Stampede”. . . 
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AMES CRAIG 25 “Dan Bennet” with CHILL WILLS -VICTOR KILIAN and The Dog, “FLAME” in CINECOLOR 4 


Executive Producer. David Hersh - Produced and Directed by Albert S. Rogell - Story and Screenplay by Art Arthur and Lilk i, 
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Vs. M-G's 40% 


, The running exhib-distrib skir- 
mish on rental terms detonated 
again this week with Metro at the 
receiving end of a blast from the 
eastern regional directors of Na- 
tional Allied. Sniping, which had 


showed recent signs of quieting, as | 


result of the North Central Allied- 
20th-Fox compromise plan, grew 
het and heavy when Allied direc- 
tors accused Metro of deviating 
from its own policy of “making a 
film earn its own way.” 

Subject of the Allied bombard- 
ment are the terms asked by M-G 
on “Easter Parade,” currently 
making the theatre rounds. Me- 
tro, according to a spokesman for 
‘Allied, is taking advantage of the 
strong b.o. pull of “Parade” by 
demanding a minimum 40% up to 
a split in a number of situations. 

Fears were expressed by several 
Allied officials that Metro, by this 
claimed device, was paving the 
way for a new, high-bracket for its 
AA pix with rentals starting at the 
40% marker. Any such attempt by 
the company would be fully re- 


~gisted, it was said, since Allied 


members insist that M-G adhere to 
its former policy. 


' Company’s present method, it | 


was said, is to start at a given 
percentage which varies in accord- 
ance with the bracketing of a pic. 
Rentals then slide either down or 


up from the starter, depending on | 


earnings. No ‘films have been sold 
by Metro in the past, it is claimed, 
which can only slide in one di- 
rection. 

No effort will be made by Allied 
directors to take the matter up 
directly with William F. Rodgers, 
Metro’s sales chief, or his aides 
unless the company makes the first 
move. It is claimed that a num- 
ber of Allied theatre ops have re- 
fused to meet the terms demanded. 

While the fight with Metro 
flared, NCA-20th peace plan 
showed signs of spreading. New 
Jersey Allied committee, appoint- 
ed to negotiate the same deal for 
the local unit, will meet with Ray 
Moon, northeastern division man- 
ager for 20th. Moon has been 
tagged in place of Andy Smith, 
Jr., company sales head, who is 
now on vacation. 


Hughes Still Dickering 
To Recapture His 3 UA 
Pix; Sears’ Proposals 


Howard Hughes may be forced 
to trade three RKO films to United 
Artists, it has been learned, to re- 
capture from that company the 
distribution rights to a trio of 
films he produced himself. That 
was one of the alternate deals that 
Grad Sears, UA prexy, is said to 
have offered to the new RKO boss 
fin renewed negotiations on the 
Coast last week for reacquisition 
of his three films by Hughes. 

Films, which Hughes is anxious 
to have his own company distrib- 
ute, are “The Outlaw,” in release 
by UA for the past 2%4 years and 
“Vendetta” and “Mad Wednesday,” 
both committed to UA but as yet 
undelivered. Distrib, incidentally, 
has filed a formal demand with 
Hughes for the films, in accordance 
with the clause of his contract pro- 
viding they must be delivered as 
soon as completed. 

Camera work on both films was 
finished well over a year ago. 
Hughes claims he has been editing 
them ever since. “Wednesday,” as 
a matter of fact, played a few 
dates under its original title, “Sin 
of Harold Diddlebock,” and did so 
poorly Hughes pulled it in for re- 
cutting. 

Sears has continually informed 
Hughes that UA will gladly turn 
the films over to him if properly 
compensated. The compensation, 
he has stated, may take one of 
three forms: (1) a trade of three 
other films for Hughes’ trio; (2) 
a@ flat sum to be agreed upon; or 
(3) establishment of a production 
financing fund from which UA in- 
dies could draw to make films. 

No definite reply has been re- 
ceived from RKO’s new controlling 
stockholders to any of the pro- 
posals, according to UA execs. 

} SHEAFFER’S U STOCK SALE 

Daniel M. Sheaffer, director of. 
Universal, has unloaded 7,500 


pany. 
now holds 5,307 shares 








Of company common stock. 
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CANTORS, ROBINSONS, 


| Variety Clubs’ Interest 


| In Rogers Memorial Hosp 
| Washington, Aug. 17. 

| Variety Clubs International will 
‘honor Secretary of State George 
| Marshall at the annual Humani- 
‘tarian Award dinner to be heid at 
‘the Hotel Statler Sept. 18. 

| Preceding the dinner on Sept. 17, 
| Variety Clubs have invited a group 


YATES DUE TOMORROW (1cino"upor°snestotisnea. pro- 


| Loaded with film: names, the 


America is scheduled to arrive in 
New York tomorrow (Thurs.). The 
Eddie Cantors are returning from 
a summer’s vacation in Scandi- 
navia and France while the Ed- 


, ward G. Robinsons (Gladys Lloyd) | 
are also jisted as passengers. Mrs. | 
Robinson recently had an exhibi- | 
tion of her paintings at a Paris | 


gallery. 


Also arriving are Herbert J. | 


Yates, prexy of Republic Piciures; 
film actress Vera Ralston; British 
radio and theatre organist Alfred 
Bollington as well as Judy Gains- 
tord, Miss Australia of 1947. Yates, 
| who’s been abroad for about two 
months, has been making a per- 
sonal survey of the foreign mar- 
ket and Continental production 
possibilities. 


Hughes’ Infringement 
Claim Won’t Halt UA’s 
Preem Plans for ‘River’ 


Dallas, Aug. 17. 

Howard Hughes’ copyright suit, 
‘filed in Federal court here last 
Friday (13), will not alter United 
| Artists’ plans for opening of “Red 
| River” in some 300 theatres in this 
|territory next week. Company 
counsel, who will oppose Hughes’ 
demand for an injunction at a 
hearing Friday (20), declared that 
UA, sure of its legal ground, is 
willing to allow the action to go to 
trial later on a demand by Hughes 
for damages. 

Producer and new owner of RKO 
contends that one of the scenes 
and action in “River” infringe on 
his “The Outlaw.” He is not asking 
any damages now, merely an in- 
junction. UA contends that if the 
court enjoined next week’s pre- 
mieres and then discovered that 
“Outlaw” was not infringed upon, 
UA would be irreparably damaged 
It claims that, among other things, 
it would lose a $500,000 buildup. 

William Roach, of O’Brien, Dris- 
coll, Raftery & Lawler, of UA’s 
counsel, arrived here today (Tues- 
day) from New York to present 
arguments at Friday’s hearing, 
along with the local counsel for 
the Interstate Circuit, which is al- 
so named in the injunction suit. 

Hughes claims that the climactic 
scene from “The Outlaw” is re- 
peated in “Red River.” Howard 
Hawksp who produced and directed 
“River,” was originally signed to 
direct “The Outlaw.” He never 
actually directed, but did do some 
work on the story, and Hughes 
claims he carried over the same 
ideas. 

Specifically, Hughes says that the 
action lifted depicts one of the 
players shooting off the lobe of the 





him into a fight. UA maintains 
that in “River,” the lobe isn’t shot 
off, the hero’s face is merely 
creased, and, anyway, the whole 
thing is a standard bit of action 
that has been used in westerns for 
years. 


RKO GETS GOING ON 
NEW PROD. SCHEDULE 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Despite previous announcement 
that RKO stages would be dark for 
several weeks between windup of 
final picture under old regime and 
date new program tees off, studio 
guns new program tomorrow (18) 
two days before “Interference,” 

last of old product, shuts down. 
First of. films is “Follow Me 
Quietly,” starring William Lundi- 
gan. Lensing is about three or 
four weeks ahead of originally 
scheduled date. Film is typical of 
B’s which will be made under How- 
ard Hughes regime. With Rich- 
ard O. Fleischer directing for pro- 
ducer Herman Schlom, film car- 
ries 16-day shooting schedule—at 





other B studio has made in several 
years, except the Tim Holt west- 
erns, which usually run 12 to 14 
days. Second film will be “The 
Setup,” Robert Ryan starrer, first 








ear of the other in order to goad’ 


.gram for financing the Will Rogers 
Memorial hospital at Saranac Lake, 
N. Y. 


| WB Strand, Brooklyn, 
Sale Seen As Another 
Step in Drvercement 


Sale of the Brooklyn Strand by 





Warner Bros. to the Si Fabian cir- | 


cuit last weekend is seen by WB 
insiders as the teeoff for a policy 
of gradual liquidation of a limited 
number of theatres. Tightening up 


its theatre organization, Warner | 
‘execs are currently mulling addi- | 


tional unloading of isolated houses 
| which. have been put into an un- 
| Federal anti-trust decrees. 

Up to last year, the Brooklyn 
| Strand was operating in a pooling 
| arrangement whereby product was 


| being shared among the Strand, | 


the Brooklyn Fox and Brooklyn 
| Paramount. With crackdown of the 
| decree on such pooling setups, the 
| Strand became squeezed by a lack 
of firstrun product able to compete 
| with the other two theatres. Out- 
| put of the Warner studios, total- 
ling about 20 pix per annum, was 
|}not enough to supply the Strand 
_which operated on a double-bill 
' seven-day booking schedule. 


Fabian circuit, which also op- 
|erates the Fox and, at one time, 
|operated the Paramount, takes 
| title and begins management of the 


| Strand Sept. 1. The 2,900-seater, | 


| whose selling price was not dis- 
| closed, will continue on a double- 
| bill basis along with the other de- 


| luxers in the Brooklyn downtown 
| area. 


The sale of the Strand is the sec- 


(ond major house to be cut loose 
|recently from the WB chain, the 
| first being the Warner theatre on 
Broadway which was sold to legit 
/angel Anthony B. Farrell for $1,- 
| 500,000. The latter theatre, how- 
| ever, was frankly a white elephant 
| as a film showcase. Farrell may re- 
| name it The Mark Hellinger. There 
have been additional reports that 
Warners was getting ready to sell 
three theatres in Philadelphia, but 
nothing has jelled so far. Current 
indications are that the chain will 
sell only a few more houses in a 
narrow liquidation scheme. 


6 MAJORS SUE EXHIBS 
IN BALTO ON % DEALS 


Baltimore, Aug. 17. 

RKO, 20th, Columbia, WB, U-I 
and UA filed suit in Federal court 
here yesterday (16) against Morton 
Rosen and Morris Oletsky, operat- 
ing the Windsor, Monroe, Victory 
and Fremont, nabe theatres, alleg- 
ing fraudulent representation of 
attendance figures between July, 
1939, and August, 1948. 

Plaintiffs admit no actual knowl- 
edge of correct attendance figures 
but ask the court to determine 
damages and impose punitive dam- 
ages on defendants. 

R. Dorsey Watkins, Baltimore, 
and Sargoy & Stein, New York, are 
representing the film companies. 


Goldwyn’s Big Co-op 
Ad Drive on Kaye Pic 


In a switch in method, Samuel 
Goldwyn is putting full emphasis 
on newspaper and Sunday supple- 
ment copy, rather than magazines 
and national media, in the adver- 
tising campaign now being pre- 
pared for the new Danny Kaye 
film, “A Song Is Born.” Goldwyn 
has allotted almost $750,000 for 
cooperative advertising with ex- 
a plus the Sunday supplement 
ist. 

Generousness of the Goldwyn 
organization in doling out coin for 
local newspaper space prior to 
openings is being reflected in book- 
ings. Flock of engagements have 
come in as a result of the Goldwyn 
co-op ad plans, as explained to ex- 
hibs by the RKO sales organization 
and Goldwyn’s own staff under 














of company’s six A films between 
now and January. . 


/ 


Arthur Sachson. 


| favorable competitive situation by | 


.| attorneys put it. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


lywood mentality runs a ragged second to the outloox 

ane Se Rieaites. according to Thomas F. Brady, the N. Y, Times 
| Coast correspondent, whose impressions of his current Visit east wag 
| published Sunday (15).. Where Hollywoodians live in a climate of hot. 
house ideas and anxieties, Brady says New Yorkers are part of a real] 
world that’s not made entirely of celluloid. “‘Hollywood’s constant con. 
| templation of its own navel is, perhaps, the inevitable concomitant of 
‘cinematic creation,” he says, while “New York’s concern with the 
| buying and selling of films makes for greater detachment. But, never. 
| theless, it is worth noting that the profound pessimism, both economie 
/and philosophical, which currently pervades Hollywood has not pene. 
‘trated to the personnel of the home offices here.” 

| Describing Hollywood's fear of its shadow, Brady quotes a wag to 
'the effect that “Hollywood is the only town in this booming country 
| which has managed to manufacture its own private depression.” [pn 
| New York there’s a feeling “that the film industry’s cumulative record 
lof capitulation to religious pressure groups, Congressional pressure 
| groups, and sectional, racial and business pressure groups is a re. 
' versible trend. From the Hollywood point of view it never will be 
| reversed.” Brady says. Somehow New Yorkers escape from “the 
| Hollywood neurosis that every man’s hand is against them” because 
'they are men of commerce, not of creation. Indicative of the cleavage 
in approach betweer! New York and Hollywood, Brady tells a tale about 
a recent “tractarian society’s” broadside against the film industry on 
the score that ‘movies are schools for crime.” In Hollywood, he says, 
such a charge’ produces hysteria. In New York, a film executive grinned 
cheerfully and said “What picture do they mean and how can we 
book it?” 





| 





Public relations campaign on industry self-regulation which the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America has built around Margaret Ann Young 
since last December has made the femme better known than most 
starlets. Tally prepared for MPAA execs by Tom Waller, New York 
press topper, shows stories and pictures on Miss Young, who rules on 
| acceptability of titles for the industry, have appeared in a flock of 
national mags, in newspapers serviced by major syndicates, in a num- 
ber of columns, in fan mags, and on a bunch of radio stations serviced 
by United Press. It is estimated that more than 20,000,000 readers 
have been hit. 

Waller culminated the campaign—built on the theme, “Self-regula- 
tion rather than censorship’—with a yarn in last week’s Saturday 
Evening Post. Gal was also profiled in American Magazine, The 
Woman, Silver Screen; in the columns of Earl Wilson, Frank Conniff, 
Lawrence Perry, L. L. Stevenson and: Alice Hughes; in stories by King 
Features, North American Newspaper Alliance, Bell Syndicate, Herald 
Tribune Syndicate and International News Service; in special stories 
in the N. Y. Daily News, Journal American, Star and Herald Tribune, 
and on the Martha Deane radio show. 

Sticking to the femme angle, Waller is planning a new campaign for 
the fall around the women of the MPAA’s Community Service Dept. 
They are the industry’s contact with thousands of clubwomen through- 
out the country. 





Tilustrative of the extent to which the economy wave has hit the 
major film company homeoffices is a statement from a company treas- 
urer distributed to employees at one homeoffice Friday (13) relating 
to excessive personal telephone calls. Although the calls created “‘in- 
terference with company business and an unnecessary burden on our 
accounting department,” the treasurer stressed the real reason for his 
objection was the fact that this “lack of cooperation has resulted in 
rapidly mounting costs.” 

Even “personal emergency calls” are now verboten. If one is nec- 
essary during business hours, employees are asked to use the public 
coin boxes wherever possible in the building. If emergency calls must 
be made on company phones, they must henceforth be placed only 
through the chief operator. “When the personal emergency call is 
made,” the statement concludes, ‘‘a charge slip will be furnished to 


the cashier’s office, to whom payment for such call must be made by 
you within three days.” 





_ Dore Schary’s contract with Metro, as veepee in charge of production, 
is for seven years, with option for seven more, at $5,000 weekly; plus an 
expense account arrangement which is tantamount to a bonus and 
permits him “the opportunity to saye a few bucks,” as Metro studio 
Despite presence of Lew Wasserman, Music Corp. 
of America president, at the powwows at Louis B. Mayer’s house when 
the latter, Nick Schenck, J. Robert Rubin, et al, set the details, there 
was no “agent” in on this contract. Schary’s personal attorney, David 
Tannenbaum, supervised the legal details for the producer. Contracts 
were formalized within 48 hours, instead of a suggested six weeks. 
Ditto the formalities of calling a board meeting, which prexy Nick 
Schenck did by phone. flying both ways from coast to coast. 

_Schary, on the other hand, insisted on legal out if Mayer ever is 
displaced as major domo of Culver City; he “didn’t want another 
Howard Hughes pulled on me,” said the former RKO production boss. 





N. Peter Rathvon is still on RKO’s payroll, despite his resignation 
as president. Rathvon’s contract as an employe still has two years to 
run and he is awaiting a decision from Howard Hughes on’ settlement 
of the pact. 

When Hughes was negotiating for the purchase of RKO, Floyd 
Odlum requested, as one of the conditions of the deal, that Rathvon 
be kept on the payroll with another year added to his contract. At 


the end of that time, Rathvon will be eligible to participate in com- 
pany’s retirement plan. ~ . ” 





Producers are finding it virtually impossible to make any deals 
with Hollywood’s top freelance sestouiiiene: pending a decision on 
Born Yesterday” at Columbia. Harry Cohn is understood to have 
talked with practically all top scriveners regarding the assignment, 
and “Yesterday” is regarded as such a choice credit that pen-pushers 
aren't making any other deals until they find out definitely who wins 
the screenplay chore on the film. 





Economy wave at Universal International is seeping into the upper 
brackets. Number of execs who previously held contracts now are 
working on a week-to-week basis. Studio is understood to be plan- 
ning renewal of only a few contracts at option time, so that majority 
of execs can be dropped at week’s notice if necessary. 











Minn. Exhib Sues 


Hosp on Treatment 
Minneapolis, Aug. 17, 
Clem Jaunick, Delano, Minn., 


whose legs are paralyzed, has filed 
a $10,500 district court damage suit 
against Northwestern hospital here. 
He alleges that when he went to 
the hospital for X-ray treatment 
for bursitis of the left shoulder 
and because of other ailments he 
was negligently given the wrong 
medication. As a result, it’s al- 
leged, he was made “violently ill, 
jumpy, shaky, nervous and nau- 











seated,” and that painful treatment 
contributing to his shock and dis- 
comfort was necessitated. 


Because of the experience, Jau- 
nick claims, his nervous system has 
beefi shattered, and he asks for 
$10,000 damages and $500 for hos- 
pital expenses, 

In its answer served on S. P. 
Halpern, Jaunick’s attorney, the 
hospital contends that if Jaunick 
suffered any illness it was due to 
his own negligence. 

Jaunick owgs the only theatre in 
Delano and is also building a drive- 
in there, 
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“Protection” rack- 
eteer kills his 
best pal... : 










CoP if he pays ‘ 

Toughest on the force a 

onhomicide.When ‘* will call if 
murder! 








he gets a killer, 
dead or alive, 
the law calls 

it justice! 















RKO 
Presents 


GEORGE RAFT 
WILLIAM BENDIX 
MARILYN MAXWELL 


















FILLY 


Is she the 
gambler’s darling 
or the racketeer’s 
come-on?... “Bad 
bet” whisper the 
boys in the know. 


DORE SCHARY IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION 
Produced by NAT HOLT Directed by EDWIN L. MARIN 
Screen play by Martin Rackin ¥ 


ee ; aay ke 
PS _S— 


BROADWAY ENGAGEMENT AT BRANDT’S MAYFAIR THEATRE! 


% 




















é 
r 
: 
; 
3 
~ 
i 
BY 


































18 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 18, 1948 





Picture 


SEATTLE 


(Continued irom page 9) 
000. Last week, “Dream Girl” (Par) 
(2d wk), fairish $4,600. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Largo” (WB) and “Fabulous Joe” 
(UA) (4th wk). Good $5,000 after 
phenomenal $6,300 last week. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Date with Judy’ (M-G) and 
“Shaggy” (Par) (2d wk). Nice $11,- 
000 following immense $15,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Canon City” (EL), and “Jiggs and 
Maggie in Society” (Mono). Good 
$8,000. Last week, “Kumaon” (U) 
and “Jinx Money” (Mono), slow 


$5,300 











Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) | 


—‘‘Buck Privates” <‘(FC) and 
“Broadway” (FC) (reissues). Good 
$8,000. Last week, “Lulu Belle” 
(Col) and “Heart Virginia” (Rep), 


_ Mild, $5,100. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Return of Badmen” (RKO) and 
“Campus Sleuth” (Mono) Fair 


$7,500. Last week, “Frankenstein” | 


(U) and “Stage Struck” (Rep) (2d 
wk), fair $6,000 on six days. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—‘The Search” (M-G) (2d wk). So- 
so $2,800. Last week, fair $3,300. 


eee 
‘Paradine’ Sharp 166, 
‘ . ’ 
Buff.; ‘Jericho’ 126 
Buffalo, Aug. 17. 

Best of the new entries are 
“Paradine Case” at the Buffalo and 
“Walls of Jericho” at the Great 
Lakes. “Up in Central Park” is 
also doing well at Lafayette. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 

“Paradine Case’ (SRO). Nearing 
ood $16,000. Last week, “Time 
our Life’ (UA) “Song of My 
Heart’ (Mone), $16,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40- 
70) “Walls of Jericho” (20th) “The 
Winner's Circle” (20th). Okay $12,- 
000. Last week, “Key Largo (WB) 
(2d wk) nearly $13,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70) “The 
Time of Your Life” (UA) “Song of 
My Heart” (Mono) ‘m.o.). Fair 





$7,500. Last week, “Blandings 
Dream House’ (SRO) “Shaggy” 
(Par) (m.o.) Good $12,000. 


Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70 “Key 
pol gel (WB) (m.o.). Nice $4,000. 
ast week, “Four Feathers” (FC), 
“Drums” (FC) (reissues), $4,500. 

Lafayette ‘Basil) ‘3,000; 40-70) 
“Up in Central Park” (UI) “Bill 
and Coo” (Rep). Good $11,000. 
Last week, “Lulu Belle” (Col) 
“Adventures in Silverado” (Col), 
okay $10,000. 

20th Centu (20th Century, 
Inc.) (3,000; 40-70) “Melody Time” 
(RKO) “Inside Story” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Moderate $5,000 on five days. 
Last week, trim $15,000. 


| | MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 8) 
week, “Return of Bad Men” (RKO) 
(2d wk), mild $5,000, giving it good 
$17,000 for fortnight. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)— 
“Street With No Name” (20th). 
Highly praised picture helped by 
Jack of strong new competition. 





Grosses 


Holdovers Cramp K.C. 
Newcomers; ‘Father’ 


Kansas City, Aug. 17. 

Week’s newcomers getting some 
close competition from holdovers, 
but manage to stay out in front by 
a definite margin. “Life With 
| Father” in its first regular-price 
lrun at the Orpheum is great, and 
|“Walls of Jericho” at the Tower- 
| Uptown-Fairway combo is a close 
second. “Fuller Brush Man” in 
second week at the Midland, and 
“Key Largo” at the Paramount are 
| both nifty in second week. Weather 
no help as temperatures climbed. 

Estimates for This Week 








65)\—“An Ideal Husband” 


| Topping averages slightly for $4.- 
/000. Last week, “Abbott-Costello 
'a bit to $3,500, average. 

| Midland (Loew’s) (3,570; 45-65)— 
|“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
| “Thunderhoof”’ (Col) (2d wk), 
| Healthy $14,000, as much as many 
first weeks. Last week pair ran up 
surprising $27,000. 


i“Life With Father’ ‘WB) and 
i“Guns of Hate” (RKO). First time 
|at regular prices for the Clarence 
Day story; excellent $17,000. Last 
week “Four Faces West’ (RKO) 
and “Blackmail” (Rep), okay 
$11,000. 

| Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Key Largo”: (WB) (2d. wk) holding 
up in good shape for $11,000. Last 
week nifty $18,000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) (2d wk). 
fairly well in inaugurating house’s 
‘new solo-feature policy; $3,500, 
|average. Last week film started 
‘new policy off to fine $5,500. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
| Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
|—“‘Walls of.Jericho” (20th). Good 
$16,000. Last week “Up in Central 
Park” (U) couldn't hold its openin 
pace and came away with $12,000, 
moderate. 


‘Father’-‘Wallflower’ 
Terrif 18G, Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 17. 

Downtown houses are keeping 
the coin rolling into the boxoffice 
despite outdoor attractions and 
good weather. “Life With Father” 
at the Paramount and Oriental at 
popular prices, and “Canon City” 
at the Orpheum are tops. “Em- 
peror Waltz,” “Melody Time,” 
“On An Island With You” and 
“Key Largo” are ace holdovers. 

Estimates for “This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘‘Key Largo” 
donna of the Desert” (Rep) (2 wk) 
(9 days). Sock 
week, torrid $17,000. j 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“God’s Country and the Woman” 
(WB) (reissue) and “Flowing Gold” 
(WB) (reissue). Fair $3,500. Last 
week, “Letter to an Unknown 
Woman” (UI) and “Police Re- 
porter” (SG) (6 days). So-so 








Hefty $14,000. Last week, “Best | 53:700 


Years of Our Lives” (RKO) (3d 
run), good $12,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par). Here for 
first neighborhood showing soon 
after end of long, pevapetous loop 
engagement. Big $5, in pros- 
nme Last week, “Fuller Brush 

an” (Col). big $4,500. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)—“Mr. 
Blandings” (SRO) (m.o.). Fourth 
downtown stand and fifth week for 
this high-stepper. Striving for sat- 
isfactory $2,500. Last week, “Anna 
Karenina” (20th) (2d wk), good $2,- 
700, giving it excellent $7,000 for 
two weeks, both at this house. 


- CHICAGO 


: (Continued from page 9) 
*@udin’, Fightin’, and Fussin’” 
(U) (24 wk). Fair $13,000. Last 
week, $15,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—“Time of Your Life” (UA) (2d 
wk), with Horace Heidt radio win- 
ners in person. Sweet . $55,000 
likely. Last week, $67,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 
“A&C Meet Frankenstein” (U). 
Terrif $34,000. Last week, “Mel- 
ody Time” (RKO) (2d wk), $18,500. 
‘i Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 50-98) — 

Life With Father’ (WB) at pop 
ae ent goog Last week, 

Best 0 ur ves” 

(24 wk), $13,500. = 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 50-98) 


“On Island With You” (M-G) ( 
oie rey ikte’ 
alia (1.700; 50- 





v 


Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Melody Time” (RKO) and “Rocky” 
(Mono) (m.o.). Fine $4,300. Last 
week, “Street With No Name” 
(20th) and “Meet Me At Dawn” 
(20th) (m.o.), good $2,600. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Life With Father” (WB),” at pop- 
ular prices, and “Wallflower” (WB), 
day-date with Paramount. Big 
$6,200. Last week, “Melody Time” 
(RKO) and “Rocky” (Mono), day- 
date with Orpheum. Fine $4,400. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Smart 
Woman” (Indie). Excellent $8,400. 
Last week, “Melody Time” (RKO) 
and “Rocky” (Mono), also at Orien- 
tal, solid $9,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.400: 50-85)— 
“Life With Father” (WB), popular 
prices, and “Wallflower” (WB), 
also at Oriental. Terrific $11,700. 
Last week, “Dream Girl” (Par! and 
“So Well Remembered” (RKO), 
good $7,700. 


“Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Big 
Town Scandal’ (Par) (3rd wk) 
(m.o.). Good $2,400. Last week, 
fine $2,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
85)—"On An Island With You” 
(M-G) (3rd wk). Fine $7,200. Last 
week, sock $8,100. 


My Love” (Par) (2d wk), $14,500. 
Woods (Essaness) (1.073; 98) — 

“Easter Parade” ‘M-G). Record- 

breaking $42,000. Last week, “Par- 


adine Case” (SRO) {5th wk), 
eo eCC TtbAD UTaidd) 34 
img, ‘ (Indie) * (587; '77) +"Life' 


of Tschaikowsky” (Indie). 








(3d wk) (Indie), $2,500. 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45-| 
{20th} | 
j}and “I Cover the Big Town” (Par). | 


Meet Frankenstein” (U) slacked off | 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45-65)— | 


Doing | 


(WB) and ‘“Ma-! 


Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— | 


ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 9) 

ters” (20th) (m.o.), $11,500. Lag 
week, “The Fuller Brush Mag 
(Col) and “Fort Apache” (RKO) 
(m.o.) (3d wk), $9,500. 3 

| Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Time of Your Life” (UA) and 
“Thunderhoof” (Col) (m.o.), $7,000. 
|Last week, “Easter Parade” (M-G) 
| (m.o.) (3d wk), $9,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 


Great 176, ‘Jericho’ 166 5. Can’t Take It With You” 


‘(Col) and “Penny Serenade” (Col), 
$7,000. Last week, “Bambi” (RKO) 
and “The Afizona Ranger” (RKO) 
(reissues), $7,500. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)—‘“‘So 
Evil My Love” (Par) and “King of 
the Gamblers” (Rep) (m.o.), $6,- 
000. Last week, “Flowing Gold’ 
(WB) and “City of Conquest” (WB) 
(reissues), $5,000. 


‘Sons’ Socko $11,000 
In Uppish Montreal 


Montreai, Aug. 17. 

Unsettled weather sparking biz 
in most houses, “Give My Regards 
to Broadway” topping list for last 
week. Completely renovated Prin- 
cess to run singles starting with 
**All My Sons.” New policy of run- 
ning English speaking productions 
at Orpheum is paying off with good 
increase on first week. Reissue of 
“Best Years of Our Lives” at pop 
prices is playing to packed houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C. T.) (2,855; 34-45-64)— 
“Best Years” (RK®) (reissue). So-so 
$14.000. Last week “Regards to 
Broadway,” okay $15,500. 

Capitol (C. T.) (2.412: 30-42-57) 
—‘‘Scudda - Hoo! Scudda - Hay!” 
(20th). Mild $11,000. Last week, 
“On Our Merry Way” (UA), fair 
$13,000. 

Palace (C. T.) (2,625: 30-42-47)— 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO). Mild 
$10.000. Last week, “B. F.’s Daugh- 
ter” (M-G), fair $11,000. 
| Prineess (C. T.) (2,131; 30-42-57) 
| “All My Sons” (U-I). Sock $11,000. 
|Last week, “Fury at Furnace} 
| Creek” (20th) and “Checkered 
| Coat” (20th), very good $10.000. 
| Imperial (C. T.) (1.839; 26-34-42) 
|—‘‘Are You With It” (U-I) and 
“California Firebrand” (U-I). $5,-' 
500. Last week, “Fighting Father 
|'Dunne” (RKO) and 
' Rusty” (Col), slow $6.000. 

Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 26-34-45) 
—‘Intrigue” (UA) and “Song of 
Idaho” (Col). Good $5,000. Last 
week. repeat of “The Noose Hangs 
| High” (EL) and “Winner’s Circle” 
(20th), average $5,500. 





| DETROIT 


(‘Continued from page 8) 
|}and “Jinx Money” (Mono). Nice 
| $10,000. 





|Sand” (20th) and “Wake Up 
| Screaming” (20th) (reissues), fair 
$7,000 





Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.100: 70- 
| 95)—“Escape” (20th) and “Mickey” 
(EL). Sturdy $30,000. Last week. 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) and. 
,“Checkered Coat” (20th), big. 


Michigan (U-D) (4,089; 70-95)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Wall- 


$13,500.- Last | $32.000 


| flower” (WB) (2d wk). Terrific $27,-. 


000 after great $36,000 in opener. 

Palms-State (U-D) (2,716; 70-95) 
—‘‘So Evil My Love” (Par) and 
“Stage Struck” (Mono). Breezy 


$20,000. Last week, “Black Arrow” | 


'(Col) and “Blondie’s Reward” (Col), 
fancy $22,000. 

United Artists (U-D) (2.976; 70- 
'95)—"“Melody Time” (RKO) and 
i“Old Los Angeles” (Rep). Holding 
well at $15,000 after solid $19,000 
|in first round. 


: BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 
second week of “Melody Time” 








(RKO) and “Mystery in Mexico” 


(RKO), fair $12,500. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,387; 40-80) 
—‘Key Larg 
hai, Chest” (Mono). 
after very solid $33,000 for first 
week. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 

“Paradine Case” (SRO) and “My 
Dog Rusty” (Col). First time at 
pop prices and not bad, $19,000. 
Last week, “Time of Life” (UA) 
and “Thunderhoof” (Col), fine 
$21,000. 
_ | Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80) 
—‘Foreign Affair” (Par) and “Out 
of the Storm” (Rep). Solid $14.- 
000 for second run. Last week. 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Lady at 
Midnight” (EL), satisfactory $10.- 
500 for second week. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 
“Paradine Case” (SRO) and “My 
Dog Rusty” (Col). Average $11.- 
000. Last week, “Time of Life” 
(UA) and “Thunderhoof’” (Col), 
neat $13,000. 


250-Car Drive-In Near <a 
Ralei 
i 


ii : 5? ? Arive! Re 
hiekt on ee AAP, 





uth. 


‘former manager of Colony theatre. | 


“My Dog) 


Last week, “Blood and 








Continued 


The Bead Den’t Dream 
rets out the mystery as to how 





three men were killed in a frontier | 
Before the killer is_ 


‘hotel room. , 
‘smoked out, there’s a fair amount 


of action which varies in locale, 


‘from mine tunnels to nocturnal 
chases hard by the hostelry. Andy 
Clyde supplies the comedy relief, 
while cast in the lone femme role 
is Mary Tucker. , 

Per usual, Boyd is a forthright 
upholder of the law and his sup- 
porting cast largely measures up 
to his workmanlike’ thesping. 
George Archainbaud directed at a 
breezy pace and camera work is 
standard. While writers J. Benton 
Cheney, Bennett Cohen and Ande 
Lamb aren’t too original in adapt- 
ing this varn from the Clarence E. 
Mulford characters, this series has 
been flourishing a long time and 
the story barrel can’t be expected 
to remain at the same high level. 

Urubu 

United Artists release of World Adven- 
tures production. Directed and photo- 
graphed by George Breakston, Yorke Cop- 
len. Story. Breakston: narration. Coplen: 
editor, Holbrook N. Todd; score, Albert 
Glasser. Tradeshown N. Y. Aug. 12, ‘48. 
Running time, 66 MINS. 








“Urubu,” a photographie record 
of an expedition through the Matto 
Grosso jungle of Brazil, rates as 
solid fare for the exploitation 
houses. Pic offers the usual pegs 
for sensational ballyhoo in_ its 
lurid yarn, shots of prehistoric 


monsteis; and flock of primitive | 


Indians, including an average quota 
of undraped native females. High 
interest level also makes this film 
a good supporting item for nabe 
situations. 

Producers George Breakston 
and Yorke Coplan fabricated sev- 


eral incredible twists for this jun- | 


gle thriller, but, on the whole, the 
film keeps within reasonable 
bounds. Best parts of the film, 


which have an authentic look, are | 


the shots of natural terrain with its 
varied and amazing forms of wild 
life. Fictional sequences, while 
Obviously hokey, serve as an ac- 
ceptable framework for the factual 
portions. 

Yarn concerns the search for an 
Englisa explorer who disappeared 
into the Brazilian interior many 
years ago. Accompanied by friend- 
ily natives, Breakston and Coplan 
cut their way through the Matto 
Grosso until they hit the land of 
\the Urubus, an allegedly murderous 
tribe of Indians who have kid- 
napped a white girl. 

Camerawork (without sound) is 
handled expertly throughout. Nar- 
ration by Coplan, however, is full 
of cornily purple adjectives com- 


mon to virtually all travelogs. | 


Breakston and Coplan, the only two 
whites who appear in the film be- 
sides the unbilled girl, wisely un- 
derplay their performances onto a 
deadpan level. Herm. 





Murderers Among Us 
’ (GERMAN) 


Artkino release of Defa production. 
Stars Hildegard Knef, jg Borchert. 
Written and ected by Wolfgang Staudt. 
Camera, Friedl Bebhn-Grund, Eugen 
amor ig ae — Pag” 1 Bn in re- 
viewe - Y., Aug. 9, *48. unnin ime, 
80 MINS. “ _ 
Susanna Waliner 


ih nee ahl Hildegard Knef 


Dr. Hans Mertens......... Ernst Borchert 
Captain Bruckner.......... Arno Paulsen 
Frau Bruckner ............ Erna Sellner 
Herr Mondschein.......... Robert Forsch 
Se: RN + 36 bao Lanier. Albert Johann 





“In German; English Titles) 
The first postwar German pro- 


'German’'s guilt for Nazism. While 
‘not fully successful, either as 
drama or ideology, film is marked 
_by a superb camera and montage 
technique recalling some of the 
firstrate German productions be- 
fore the Nazi era. It is slated for 
moderately good reception in the 
Sureseater circuit. 

Framed against the ruins of Ber- 
lin, story is concerned with a young 
'medico haunted into drunkenness 

by the memory of mass executions 

which were ordered by his captain 
in Poland. When the doctor once 

again meets the captain, now a 
kindly family man, he determines 
to kill the war criminal. At the 
last moment, however, the doctor’s 
sweetheart intervenes to have the 
(captain delivered up to the proper 
, authorities. The final sequences 
‘in which the captain keeps shout- 


neds ne fT) am) not guilty”, against -kes | 


leido 


Basic flaw of this film is the slow 


Film Reviews 


duction, “Murderers Among Us”. 
_ Moerder Sind Unter Uns”), | 
o” (WB) and “Shang- | 4 Serious film concerned with the 
Neat $20,000 | Knotty problem of the individual 


pic shots of! the ‘wart ‘are4 u frorh ' * 
Smart |The 250-car operation is managed the most effective and moving of: nats 20 ‘seine 
$4,000. Last week. “King’s Jester” by Earl Williamson of Raleigh, the whole film. 











pace with which the story unfolds. 
Shallow sentimentalism in the ro- 
mantic passages between the doctor 
and his girl friend also is damag- 
‘ing to this otherwise adult produc- 
tion. Although made in the Rus- 
sian zone of Germany, the film is 
not weighted with heavy-handed 
propaganda. On the contrary, all 
the questions which it raises are 
left unanswered. 

Performances by the full cast 
measure up to the highest stand- 
ards. Especially standout roles are 
turned in by Ernst Borchert, as 
the doctor; Arno Paulsen, as the 
captain, and Hildegard Knef. as the 
girl. Good score also contributes 
importantly to the film’s sombre 
quality. Heri. 


from page 1] Qaaeeeeen 





The Return of Wildfire 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


Screen Guild release of Carl K. Hittle- 
man (Lippert) production. Stars Richard 
Arlen, Patricia Morison, Mary Beth 
Hughes. Directed by Ray Taylor. Screen- 
play. Betty Burbridge and Hittleman; 
camera (Sepiatone), Ernie Miller: editor, 
Paul Landres; music, Albert Glasser. Pre- 
viewed Aug. 10, ’48. Running time, 80 
MINS. 

Dobe ETRE UTCIV Eee Ul, 
Pat Marlowe@ ...sscess: Patricia Morison 
Judy Marlowe......... Mary Beth Hughes 
Frank Keller........ .. James Millican 
eet GRIMM. 2s ciccccees Reed Hadley 
Pancho . ccveecceccs CHEMIN Martin 
“Pop” Marlowe.........Stanlevy Andrews 
Dirk beses.0t bes aes ; Holly Bane 
WEG . wer cteveceaces ».. Highland Dale 





A creditable job has been done 
| by all concerned in shaping this 
|}one for the general market. Re- 
turns should please. Rugged out- 
door stuff has been beautifully 
lensed in Sepiatone and story has 
been given twists that lift it above 
| usual western filmfare. 


In addition to value of Sepiatone 
film makes good use of many clips 
of wild horse roundups and a 
bloody battle between two wild 
stallions. 


Plotting concerns Reed Hadley’s 
| efforts to corner the horse market 
|in a western valley. When rancher 
| Stanley Andrews refuses to sell his 
| stock he’s murdered and the villain 
| tries his scheme on the rancher's 
daughters, Patricia Morison and 
Mary Beth Hughes. Heavy’s dirty 
| work is upset when Richard Arlen, 
| roving wrangler, comes to the aid 
|of the girls and finale presents a 
| slambang gun and fist fight between 
| the hero and Hadley. ? ? 
| The sister team pleases, Miss 
Morison as the sensible prairie 
| heroine with whom Arlempfals in 
| love, and Miss Hughes as the more 
|; amorous of the pair, who injects 
is.a. into the western setting. 
| There’s a single tune, “Just An Old 
| Sombrero,” vocal by Miss Morison. 


Hadley is a smooth heavy and 
James Millican, Chris-Pin Martin, 
Andrews and Holly Bane hold up 
their ends in the development. 
| Highland Dale does the title role 
;as a wild stallion. 


' Ray Taylor’s direction has an 
actionful pace that gets best from 
‘the script by Betty Burbridge and 
Carl K. Hittleman. Latter also 
| served as producer, making that 
function worthwhile. The out- 





standing lensing was contributed 
by Ernie Miller. Brog. 
August -14 
(RUSSIAN) 
(Color—Documentary) 
Artkino release of Central Siudio pro- 
duction. Directed by Ilya Kopalin, Irina 


Setkina. Camera (Agfa), Mikhail Gleeder. 
Theodore Bunimovich; music, Arould 
| Roitman, David Shtilman. At Stanley, 
N. Y.. week Aug. 14, ’48. Running time, 
| 68. MINS, 





“August 14,” photographed in 
1947 by a crew of 50 Soviet cam- 
eramen just two years after the 
end of World War II, is an inter- 
esting documentary on Russian re- 
construction. Of minor commercial 
value in the U. S., beyond the 
houses specializing in Russian im- 
| ports, this film, nevertheless, -has 
| considerable importance as a prop- 
| aganda weapon. , 

' Life among the Soviets, as these 
cameras carefully selected it, is 
| teeming with health, happiness and 
/ energy. Sandwiched between pan- 
| oramic shots of the varied Russian 
_landseape is the story of Russia's 
emergence from the war as a 
| greater power than ever before. 
| The message of strength is explicit 
'in the shots of military maneuvers 
'and reconstruction of the dams, 
| factories, mines and homes in the 
| postwar five-year plan. 

Color photography, based on the 
so-called new Soviet tinting proc- 
-ess (but actually it’s the old Ger- 
|man Agfa process), is uneven, 
ranging 





ray , 
‘background harration in English. 


done in Russia, has a restrained 
patriotic tone, Herm. 
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Conn, Nabes Sue Majors as Latter 


Wednesday, August 18, 1948 


Six Tinters, 3 Indies | 
In U-I’s 23-Pic Program 


VARIETY 


‘Collarites May Reverse 
| | To Comply With T-H Law’s 
| With $37,000,000 Budget | se ll in the first half. Non-Communist Proviso 


e ib 
Settle Another With a Balto Exhi 
Hollywood, Aug. 17. Yank rentals for the first six) Facing industry-wide resistance 


Six Technicolor features are) months actually hit $30,000,000, to the negotiation of new con- Charging unreasonable clear- tions by the conspiracy of the 
included in the $37,500,000 program | but some 40% was consumed in tracts because of their hostile at- ance, Prudential Theatres Co., Inc. | majors. Latter have a flock of legal 
of 23 films for 1948-49 decided upon | meeting overhead and distribution |titude towards the Taft-Hartley ang Playhouse of New Canaan, | talent operating on their behalf, 
by Universal-International execs | costs. Part of the dropoff was due law, two CIO whitecollarite unions, | {ne operators of the Playhouse | including John Caskey for 20th- . 
after four days of confabs at the! to a relapse in theatre revenues in | representing 3,000 homeoffice em-|theatres in New Canaan and | Fox and Harry Pimstein for RKO, 
studio. Three indie producers,' Britain since the b.o. there de-!|ployees, are currently in the Darien, Conn. on Friday (13) filed with Sidney B. Pfeiffer, local at- 
Robert Montgomery’s Neptune | clined some 25%. | midst of a membership referendum | 4 $1,170,000 triple damage anti-|torney of record for the two com- : 
Productions, Irving Brecher Pro- | Metro Top Grosser to determine whether they shall | tryst suit in N.Y, federal court | panies; Stanley Thompson for | 
ductions and Geffen-Shane Produc-| Metro was the biggest earner in comply with the provisions of the | against Paramount, United Artists, |Loew’s and Richard Morgan for | 














See $30,000,000 


—_=ea continued from page 3 ja 


| 
00,000 to add to the $21,000,000 | 
! 

















tions, are represented in the lineup.| England for the half-year, fol-|T-H law. Referendum is being | Universal, Columbia, Monogram, | Paramount, with Frank G. Raichle 

Films will cost between $1,500,000 |lowed by 20th-Fox, Paramount, ‘conducted by the United Office &|fagie Lion and New England | their local counsel; George Raftery 

and $2,000,000 each. |and Warner Bros. closely clustered: | Professional Workers of America,| Theatres. Inc., a Par subsidiary. | for Universal and United Artists, 
Tinters, “Bagdad,” “Bloomer | RKO, Universal, Columbia and parent union of the Sereen Office | Sym of $450,000 property dam- | and Elliot Frohlich for Columbia. 

















Girl,’ “Tomahawk,” “Adventures | 
of Sam Bass,” “Streets of Cairo,” | 
and “Sierra,” all will bear the) 
studio’s own emblem. Indie produc- | 
tions are Neptune’s “Come Be My 
Love,” Brecher’s “The Life of 
Riley” and Geffen-Shane’s “The 
Salem Frigate.” 


Studio’s 14 _ black - and - whites 
include “Harvey,” “Amboy Dukes,” | 
“Paradise Lost —1948,” “Night 
Watch,” “The Gay Goddess,” “Air 
Crash,” “It Gives Me Great Pleas- 
ure,” “Illegal Entry,” “The Fatal 
Step,” “The Western Story,” “Ma 
and Pa Kettle,” “‘Arctic Manhunt,” 
“Homicide Squad” and “Shop- 
lifter.” First to go will be “Amboy,” 
slated for a Sept. 13 start. 


‘eee 








FIVE-STAR 


DC-6 


FLAGSHIPS 


LOS ANGELES 


11 hours, 10 minutes 


eS 
CHICAGO 
3% hours 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 
or your travel agent 


Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal 
Rockefeller Center ¢ Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway @ Hotel St. George 


AMERICAN 
_ AIRLINES | 





Calvert School 


comes to you 





@ You can give your child a sound educa- 
tion at home, without teaching experience. 
Modern tested methods, guidance by Cal- 
yert teachers: Used by 78,000 children. 
Daily lessons, books, supplies included at 
jow cost. Start any time. Write for 
catalog, giving child’s age, school grade. 


United Artists tag behind. 

No coin is expected from Eng- 
land for the first month of the op- 
eration of the peace pact until the 


'end of August or early September. 


Since allocation of the monthly re- | 
mittance depends on proportionate | 
earnings of the companies in Eng- | 
land, an audit is being taken in| 
London before the credits are dis- | 
tributed. 

Battle between the majors on | 
one side and J. Arthur Rank, con- | 
trolling stockholder of both the | 
Odeon and British Gaumont cir- | 
cuits, is continuing furiously and 
may adversely affect profits. At no 
time, however, is the net expected | 
to drop below the $17,000,000. 

Rank is still seeking to book top | 
American product as tail-enders on | 
dual bills headed by British films. | 
By so bracketing a Yank pic, it | 
will not fall within the 45% Brit- | 
ish quota. American distribs are | 
balking. They charge Rank with | 
seeking to reduce rentals by that 
device. 

The battle has ended booking of | 
American films, to all intents, on | 
these two circuits. Hence, distribs | 
now have unreleased films on their 
shelves in London offices for the 
first time in many months. 








Stress Originals 


Continued from page 3 
and not as a cliffhanger. Public 
domain material was filmed under 
the titles “The Black Arrow” and 
“The Loves of Carmen.” 

Ten of the 17 properties pur- 
chased by 20th-Fox were originals, 
with Warners handing out coin for 
seven originals out of a total of 10 
buys. Paramount split even with 
five originals against four stories 
and a play. U-I bought seven orig- 
ifials, a radio program (“Life of 
Riley”) and two novels. 

Producers’ releasing through 
United Artists reported a total of 
23 story buys, 16 of which were 
originals. Figure incidentally is 
believed to set some kind of a rec- 
ord for independent producers, 
most of whom usually stick to such 
tried and tested properties as top 
plays and novels. 

Accent on economy has forced 
studios to consider purchases care- 
fully. Stories requiring elaborate 
sets, costumes or casts are out. 

Another factor cuing interest in 
originals is the possibility of using 
stories on television. Two compan- 
ies admit frankly that their story 
buys are made with this potential 
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1 the industry and would handle the 
‘ Carthy, it is thought, would fit. 
i} 
| 


market in mind. 

Rundown published in latest edi- 
tion of the Screen Writer, official 
'SWG mag, shows less than 200 
stories purchased since July, 1947. 
/Lack of interest is attributed to 
‘retrenchment, divorcement svtit 
_and indecision on what constitutes 
| entertainment 

| Trend toward originals is only 
‘bright spot in otherwise dim pic- 
{ture for scribes. 











| O'Dwyer 


Continued from page 3 
‘have been sent out to him in 





| Paris, where he headquarters. it 


| McCarthy was General George | 
C. Marshall’s aide during the war | 
and served in the State Dept. at. 
| the conctusion of hostilities. He 
joined the MPAA about two years 
‘ago. He worked as a press agent 
'for George Abbott for a short time 
‘before the war. 

| Believed a possible reason for , 
'eliminating O’Dwyer from con- 
sideration is SIMPP’s own inde- 
‘cision as to whether it wants a 
,“glamor name” or a man at con- 
siderably lower salary who knows 


detail as an exec secretary. Mc- 


somewhere in between. 
O’Dwyer’s recurrent poor health 
js, ugbt ,alsq,to hawe; been:a 
dnsidenation;) possibly both by: 
im and SIMPP, in: eliminating 
his name from the candidates. 





|referendum returning a “no com- 


| collarites at Paramount’ and Co-| 


‘of the Family theatre on Mutual 


‘the Family Rosary Crusade head- 


having been 


|'& Professional Employees Guild 


and the Screen Publicists Guild. 
Results will be known Aug. 27, ex- 
actly one month before SOPEG’s 
and SPG’s current two-year con- 
tracts with the film companies ex- 
pire. 

If the referendum forces com- 
pliance with the T-H law, both 
unions will find no opposition to 
new contract talks on the part of 
the companies. United. Artists, 
which bioke off talks with SOPEG 
in May, has already indicated that 
it is ready to sit down with the 
union if and when SOPEG obeys 
the T-H law. Probability of the 


pliance” majority, however, ap- 
pears strong in view of continual 
attacks upon the T-H law by the 
unions’ leaderships. Latter are 
specially adamant against submit- 


| Stamford and -So. Norwalk, both 


ages is aiso sought. 
Action alleges that first runs in 


nearby Connecticut cities, have | 
excessive clearance over the Play- 
houses in New Canaan and Darien. 
Practice of extended runs was also 
protested and the suit asks that all 
clearances beyond seven days 
should be eliminated inasmuch as 
long holdovers milks the surround- 
ing territory. 

In asking injunctive relief, Pru- | 
dential and Playhouse of New | 
Canaan charged the defendants | 
with conspiring and acting in con- 
cert to favor “‘prior run theatres” 
in So. Norwalk and Stamford. In 
addition it was claimed that pre- | 
ferred playing time handed first | 
runs in the two situations had | 
achieved an unlawful and unrea- 
sonable effect. 








ting non-Communist affidavits to 
the National Labor Relations | 


| board as required by the law. | 


In letters to the majors request- | 
ing new contract talks, SOPEG | 
execs said: “We are prepared to 
meet any requirements under the 
law which are compulsory. With re- 
spect to the voluntary provisions 
of the Taft-Hartley law, our mem- 
bership will make its own deci- 
sion in their referendum.” Point- 
ing out that SOPEG was still in 
the process of. formulating de- 
mands, the letter said exploratory 
discussions would be welcomed. 
After Sept. 1, however, the let- 
ter informed the companies “we 
shall certainly be in touch with 
you.” SOPEG prexy Sidney Young 
said. this was normal procedure. 

SPG, meanwhile, received its 
first reply from a major company 
last week when Eagle Lion agreed 
to write a new pact for about 40 
company flacks. Eagle Lion re- 
cently concluded a new contract 
with SOPEG. SPG demands in- 
clude a 35-hour week, 3-week 
vacation after three years of ser- 
vice, seniority provisions in lay- 
offs and promotions, and some 
wage hike. 


NLRB Seis Aug. 27 Date 

Winding up two months of hear- 
ings, the NLRB has set Aug. 27 as 
the date for a bargaining agency 
election for 300 UA white collar- 
ites. With SOPEG-ruled off the 
ballot due to its failure to comply 
with the Taft-Hartley law, the 
homeoffice employees Local H-63, 
IATSE, will be the only organiza- 
tion named on the NLRB ballot. 
Charles Doud, NLRB New York di- 
rector, also denied a place on the 
ballot to Cecile Schuman, UA em- 
ployee who wanted to rep her fei- 
low workers as an_ individual. 
Doud’s investigations found that 
she was “fronting” for SOPEG. | 

Only recourse now left for | 
SOPEG, whose current contract | 
with UA runs out Sept. 27, is court | 
action for an injunction to re-| 
strain the elections. In similar | 
eases involving non-film industry | 
unions, such jurisdictional disputes | 
have dragged out many months in | 
legal maneuvering. Local H-63 or- | 
ganizers, meanwhile, are continu- | 
ing their drive to organize white | 





lumbia, now under SOPEG’s con- | 
rol. 





Father Peyton Mulling 


Documentary on Peace 
Albany, Aug. 17. 
Father Patrick Peyton, founder 


network and national director of 


quartering here, has plans for a. 
documentary film, “The Road to 
Peace.” It would be produced with 
the cooperation of 20th-Fox, and 
wil stress family prayer as the 
most powerful medium for world 
peace, a familiar thesis of Father 
Peyton. 
Bing Crosby ig be asked to do 
the com ry for. ey". he 
ehthe abst bils'star 0 aid, 
the Irishborn priest on a network 
program. 





| gard to. when the Durkee and Rome 


According to the plaintiffs’ at- 
torney, William Gold, four other 
distribs have already settled and | 
hence were not named in the com- 
plaint. Originally the issue was 
submitted to the New Haven ar- | 
bitration board but a subsequent | 
delay, it was said, was such that 
the suit was instituted. 





Harford’s Better Clearance 

Washington, Aug. 17. 
The two-year old anti-trust suit 
.by the Harford Theatre Co., Balti- 
more, against the eight major dis- | 
tributors and the Durkee and Rome | 
circuits has been settled without | 
damages, but with a better play- 

ing break for the Harford. 


The Durkee and Rome circuit 
was dismissed from the case in| 
December, 1946, when Judge Letts | 
ruled they were not “transacting 
business” in the District, and could | 
not be sued here. All the distribs 
but United Artists agreed to the 
settlement. The case against UA 
— probably go to trial here in the 
all. 





| 
| 


Harford, in May, 1946, filed a 


$90,000 damage and injunction 


suit, claiming it was required to 


play pix 14 days behind two Dur- : 


kee theatres and one Rome theatre. 
It said it wasn’t competitive with 
any of the three, and the better 
terms received by the Durkee and 
Rome theatres were due entirely 
to the chain’s buying power. 
Under the settlement, the Har- 
ford will have an availability of 
seven days from the opening date 
of the first neighborhood run 
break in Baltimore, without re- 


theatres play the pix. 


Attorneys for the Harford said 
they did not know why UA 
backed out of the settlement. 


Another local damage suit moved 
ahead, too, this week. Two theatre- 
owning film salesmen, who were 
named in a $150,000 damage suit 
here in June, asked the court to 
dismiss the case on the ground 
that violation of the anti-trust laws 
was involved. The Center theatre, 
of Centreville, Md., sued Para- | 
mount, 20th-Fox, RKO, Columbia, | 
and Columbia Salesman Charles. 
Wingfield and Fox salesman F. B.. 
Klein. Klein and Wingfield own) 
theatres in Church Hill and Ches- | 
tertown, Md., and the Center | 





‘claimed they got better pix because 


of their “in” as salesmen. 
The salesmen’s motion to dismiss | 
will probably be argued in the fall. | 





Try Dipson Suit Sept. 14 
Buffalo, Aug. 17. 

The $1,300,000 anti-trust suit | 
brought against the majors by Dip- 
son Theatres, Inc., of Buffalo, will 
be heard in the U. S. District Court | 
here Sept. 14. It is now being pre- 
pared for trial before a judge with- 
out a jury. Depositions have been 
taken in the past month from Wil-| 
liam F, Rodgers, Metro distribu- 


tion chief; Charles M. Reagan, # 
Paramount sales topper, and Abe % 


Peace,” he | M 


Bipson Columbia distrib boss. 
‘of 


were forced out of firstrun situa-| 





pson circuit claims that, four):%4% 
ts theatres in the Buffalo area} 


| San Antonio House Gets 


Okay on ‘Mom and Dad’ 
San Antonio, Aug. 17. 


“Mom and Dad,” which last week 
figured in 2,200 Catholic youths 
placing the Hi-Ho Theatre under 
interdict for one year, was shown 
only after approval by city officials, 
clergymen and civic leaders, ace 
cording to Douglas Askey, manager 
of house. Catholic youths had rec- 
ommended that Catholics abstain 
from patronizing the theatre until 
June next year. 


In a statement Askey stated that © 
i“the management of the theatre 


greatly regrets the action condemne- 
ing the theatre. However, we feel 
that theatregoers of San Antonio, 
both Catholic and non-Catholic, are 
fully capable of selecting their own 
entertainment. . 
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Aluays -- 
THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND 
in Los Angeles 


500 Modern Rooms 


with bath and radio 
“Everything New but the Name“ 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 














Cornel! Linda * Anne Kirk 
WILDE DARNELL BAXTER DOUGLAS 
“THE WALLS of JERICHO” 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


on variety stace— DICK HAYMES 


ON ICE STAGE—CAROL LYNNE 
ARNOLD SHODA @ FRITZ DIETL 


ROX 7th Ave. & 


50th St. —————l 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ——— 


Rockefeller Center 


‘A DATE WITH JUDY’ 


Wallace BEERY @ Jane POWELL 
Elizabeth TAYLOR @ Carmen MIRANDA 
Xavier CUGAT © Robert STACK 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 
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~ Clips from 


ALBANY 


Upstate Theatres, Inc. |! 
added three houses to the string 
for which it buys and books. They 
are the Lyric, Rouses Point; the 
Lyceum, Chaplain, and the Lake, 
’ Chazy, all owned by the Kennedy 
Estate and operated by William 
Kennedy. Upstate, whose counsel 
and adviser on film buying is Leon- 
ard Rosenthal, now acts, on a coop- 
erative basis, for 28 theatres in 
New York and Vermont. Offices 
are maintained in Albany. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis and St. Paul Or- 
Ppheums undergoing modernization 





of their exteriors and lobbies and | 


foyers at estimated $50,000 cost. 
Improvements include new mar- 
uees and walls and change in 
ticket office location. 

In his large newspaper amuse- 
ment page display ads for his new 
local boulevard: Twins (theatre and 
restaurant combination), W. R 
Frank 
features over screen attractions 
devoting all but few 
former. 


inches to 


Preview showing of “Babe Ruth | 


Story” at Minn. Amus. Co.’s Nor- 


has | 


plays up food items and_| 





Film Row 


‘return, Dana will be shifted to 
‘other duties. 

Saal Gottlieb, Metro manager, 
has been named local motion pic- 
ture industry chairman for three- 
day stop here next month of Free- 
dom Train. 

W. Gillespie Milwain, from Kan- 
sas City office, new sales engineer 


Theatre Supply. Previously he was 
with NTS in Memphis and Char- 
lotte. His father, J. A. Milwain, is 
a pioneer exhibitor at Bardwell, 
Ky., where he opened his first the- 
atre 40 years ago. 





Charles Shannon, who resigned | 


as WB manager in Sharon, Pa., to 
go on the road with a drum major- 
ette unit, has returned to the cir- 
cuit fold and has been reassigned 
ito his old berth. 
Freddy Uhlman, former Char- 
‘leroi high school star southpaw 
‘and now employed in Warners’ 
| Pittsburgh zone, has been signed to 
'a contract by the Pirates in Na- 
| tional League and will be sent to a 
ifarm club for seasoning. 
John Kallstein, formerly with 
ithe Warner exchange here, is now 
| working for Dun & Bradstreet as 
‘an investigator. 

Sneak previews, which used to 
be rare occurrences around here, 


for Pittsburgh branch of National | 


shore theatre, Duluth, for benefit | 





of families of Duluth baseball club 
players killed and injured in bus 
accident netted $2,000. 

Minn. Amus. Co. (Paramount 
circuit) and Paul Mans & Don) 
O'Reilly, independent circuit own- 
ers, both competing to obtain li- 
cense to build and operate new 
theatre in Rose, Twin City suburb, | 
and town council has taken applica- | 
tions under advisement. 


CHICAGO 


Betty Conroy leaves Paramount | 
flack department after four years. | 
Nancy Irven repl:e’s. 

Wayne Brown r./ gns from Uni- 
versal as country salesman to take | 
similar position with Warners. As | 
yet no replacement has been made. | 

Alliance Theatres has upped | 
Robert Baker to manager’s post at | 
Drive-In, Vincennes, Ind., n 
Robert Jackson to similar duty at | 
Kokomo, Ind., drive-in. 

Local committees for the Thea-| 
tre Owners of America convention | 
starting Sept. 24 will be headed by | 
Nathan Platt, entertainment; David | 
Wallerstein, registration; William 
Hollander and Thorton Sargent, | 
publicity; Jack Conway, transpor- | 
tation; Mrs. John Balaban, femme | 
activities. 


' 








ST. LOUIS 

Ruby S’Renco, owner of the Art | 
theatre, donated a day’s receipts to 
a fund raised for a teen-ager who 
suffered a fractured skull when 
struck on the head with a bat dur- 
ing a baseball game. 

Nicholas Kerasotes made mana- 
ger of the Decatur, Hll., drive-in 
theatre opened by George Kera- 
eoten and associates, Springfield, 

Johnny Merardi, regional mana- 
ger for Fox Midwest, has pur- 
chased a home in St. Louis county. 

The Miller, operated by Harry E. 
Miller, Festus, Mo., escaped dam- 
age by a fire that destroyed two 
adjoining buildings. 

The Frisina-St. Clair Theatre 
Co., controlled by Thomas Tobin, 
East St. Louis and the Frisina 
Amus. Co., Springfield, Ill., have 
Jet a contract for the erection of 
a new 800-seater in East St. Louis. 
It will be built on the site of the 
old 40th Street theatre, destroyed 
by fire in 1945. 
; The 500-seater in St. Francis- 

ville, Ill, owned by Max Krut- 
singer has been shuttered along 
with other places of public assem- 
blage for two weeks because of the 
presence of polio. 

William arper has sold the 
Harper, a 300-seater, Campbell, 
Mo., and taken over another at 
Medaryville, Mo., where he will 


| have recently become quite com- 
;mon in an effort to bolster declin- 


(ular Theatres & Amusements, Inc., 
former lessee, which operates other 
theatres in Port Clinton, claimed 
\its lease on the Madrid was valid, 
|pbut the appellate court ruled that 
failure to pay rent to Mrs. Velma 
'Hesselbart, owner, over a_ five- 
‘month period constituted aban- 
_donment. 


| CLEVELAND 


| Bud Gilliam boosted to job of 
‘feature booker and assistant film 
| buyer at Warner exchange, after 
/Marvin Samuelson quit to join 
|'Tony Stern in forming indie Ohio 
Theatre Service. Larry Greenberg 
made Gilliam’s assistant and Ted 
Minsky simultaneously was ele- 
| vated to film buyer's post formerly 
| held by Stern. 


' LOS ANGELES 





| Ernest Sturs appointed district 

manager of Fox West Coast thea- 
'tres in San ‘Diego area. He re- 
| cently was city manager in Santa 
| Monica and Ocean Park. M. M. 


| Mesher shifted from San Diego’ 


| post to homeoffice as assistant to 
| George Bowser. : 
| Miss Hossfelt and associates 
| bought B. J. Crandall’s interest in 
ithe Huntington and Park theatres 
jin. Huntington Park. Understood 
Crandall is about to close a deal 
| for the acquisition of other theatre 
properties. 
Westchester 


| eration, will get four more houses, | 
Griffith-Coleman Corp. plans to | 
open a 1,500-seater on Thanksgiv- | 


section of town, | 
which now has one showcase in op- | 


Chas. P. Skouras Honored 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Before a heavy turnout of film 
industry, civic and business lead- 


ers who crowded the Cocoanut 
Grove last night (‘Tues.), Charles 
P. Skouras, head of National Thea- 
tres, was presented with the first 
Great Heart award by Southern 
California Variety Club, Tent 25. 
Honor was bestowed by Robert 
J. O'Donnell, Variety's chief bark- 
er, in the form of a plaque “in 
recognition of untiring, selfless de- 
votion to public service, to welfare 
of his fellow man, his community 
and his country.” 

O'Donnell praised the American 
systems and its traditions that made 
Skouras’ rise to top possible. 
George Jessel toastmastered and 
introduced a batch of biggies in- 
cluding Louis B. Mayer, Metro's 
production chief; Mayor Fletcher 
|Bowron of Los Angeles; Joseph 
M. Schenck, 20th-Fox studio exec; 
and Ted Gamble, prexy of the 
Theatre Owners of America. | 

Bob Hope headed the entertain- 
ment wing which included Dinah 
| Shore and Dr. Giovanni. 


Ent Studio 











For His Public Service 


SE A EA ORR 


| Film Checking 
| ——= Continued from page 5 
_in the smaller towns and subse- 
‘quent run houses in key cities, 


| Even that, however, doesn’t mean 
'afi end to all checking practices. 


|. As one distrib chief pointed out, 
| most theatre grosses run in cycles, 
| A house may be down one month 


/and up another. To make certain 
that the flat deals are not under- 
priced, consequently, distributors 
plan to check every house peri- 
odically to keep a constant barom- 
eter of its earning capabilities. 
Checkers will remain active for 


other reasons, too. New theatre 
building has been progressing 
sporadically since the war’s end 
and all new houses must be 
checked for at least several months 
under varying circumstances so 
that the distribs can learn what 
the newcomers can pay on flat 
'rentals, Competitive bidding also 
makes necessary a periodic check 
| of certain situations. Many exhibi- 
tors have been found to be over- 
bidding in their search for suitable 
| product and distribs are prevented 
by the Government from making 
adjustments in such cases. Where a 
check of a theatre shows the ex- 
hibitor is bidding over his head, 

















=—— the majors in most cases will ad- 


vise him to switch to a different 


Continued from page 5 








ito put 
‘cones, pints and quarts are avail-— 


ing grosses. They’re proving okay, | ing Day, first of trio it will build 

too, with careful spotting to pick |in the neighborhood with a total 

up generally weak nights. | Seating capacity of 4,750. Fourth 

'new house will be built by Alex 

SAN ANTONIO Schreiber of Detroit as part of an 

P ‘ |amusement center. Deluxer now 
It’s no longer just popcorn and 

candy for local pic-goers. 


Th lin operation is FWC’s Loyola, 
; cal €/ which is teamed in the Loew’s 
power thing is ice cream cones. 

The P 





alace is the first in the city | ay bate Freee SER ae 


them on sale. Besides | 











able for those who want to take | 


them along on their way home. 
Richard H. Cornelison, manager 
of the Laurel theatre, has joined 
the 56th Cavalry Group Headquar- 
ters, San Antonio National Guard 
unit. He will serve in headquarters 
troop with the rank of captain. 
Cornelison was in the Army for 
four vears during the war and was 


_with the 20th Armored Division in 


Europe. 


KANSAS CITY 


Giles theatre, West side subse- 
quent run, changed hands when A. 





A. Hubbard bought out Malone & | 


Kohlhorst, who owned and op- 
erated the theatre for about six 
years. The house is a 750-seater. 
Electric theatre, St. Joseph a top 
house of the Durwood circuit, tied 
up with Rainbo Bread Co., for a 


free kid show every Saturday 
morning. Irving Dubinsky, city 
manager; Jimmy Foster, Electric 


manager, and Bob Hynes, manager 
of the Missouri theatre, sister 
house, worked out the deal with 


Rainbo. 
Charles Barnes, manager of the 
Granada, brought in t Kansas 


State beauty contest for the finals 
on the stage of his house last 
Wednesday (11). Eleven entrants 
helped boost the house gross to 
virtual capacity. Winner of the 
contest, to be announced, repre- 
sents Kansas at the annual contest 
at Atlantic City for the “Miss 
America” crown. Radio Station 
WHB’s disk jockey, Bob Kennedy, 
m.c.’d the contest, and the station 
will sponsor the entrant in the na- 
tional show. 


BOSTON 


Domenic Turturro of Elm thea- 
tre in nearby Milbury, receiving 
congrats on birth of second daugh- 
ter. 

Dave Marshall, attorney, brother 
of Sam Marshall, mgr. of Film Ex: 
change Transfer, died suddenly of 
heart attack. 

Arthur Viano, operator of four 
_suburban houses, has joined Affili- 
| ated Theatres for purpose of buy- 
ing and booking. 





Petrillo 


Continued from page 5 





| Taisen 
| side of the table, P¢rillo will be 
| flanked by C. L. Bagley, vice-prexy 
\of the Los Angeles office: C. W. 
| Gillette, Coast studio rep; and 
| members of the AFM board. 
$8,000,000 Payroll Now 
| Currently there are 339 musi- 

cians employed in the eight major 

studios at an annual payroll load 
| of about $8,000,000. 
asks for another 30° wage hike 
for his members, as he received 
last time when he compromised his 
100% tilt demand, it will mean an 
additional music bill of almost 
$3,000,000 for the studios. 

Another crucial demand report- 
edly to be made by the AFM czar 
is modification of the 520-hour 
work year for individual musi- 
cians. Currently, the studios can 
distribute the 520 hours at their 
own convenience, depending on 
production needs. Petrillo, how- 
ever, is expected to repeat his de- 
mand of two years ago, that musi- 
cians be paid at the rate of 10 
hours per week, regardless of 
whether any work is performed, 
with no accumulation of hours for 
studio’s use at some later time. 
According to studio calculations, 
this demand alone, if won, might 
mean an additional $5,000,000 per 
annum labor cost. 
Under pressure of the Holly- 

| wood musicians Local 47, Petrillo 
| is also readying a demand for an 














_increase in the minimum number | 
of musicians employed at each stu- | 


dio. Local 47 members, after com- 
|plaining about unemployment, 
were told by Petrillo that he’ll 
take care of them, but without 
their help. Concerning television, 
the AFM prexy is aiming at a sys- 
tem of extra payment for musi- 
_ cians when and if films for regular 
exhibition are to be distributed for 
| TV purposes. 

| Following talks with the majors, 
Petrillo will tackle new pact nego- 
|tiations with indie producers or- 


If Petrillo | 


‘financial help.for its production 
‘that the lots will offer. 

Dropping of its option on the 
studio, which means the Loew- 
|Einfeld unit must vacate next Feb. 
'15, when its three-year contract 
‘with Harry Sherman expires, has 
lereated some speculation here as 
to the future of Ent. It is thought 
‘that that will largely depend on 
\the success of the three films on 
‘which it is now winding up pro- 
{duction for Metro. 

After making six films for United 
Artists release on which the unit 
is expected to lose a considerable 
chunk of coin, it made a distribu- 
tion deal with Metro last spring for 
a minimum of three and maximum 
of four films. It went into rapid 
production on them, with the third 
|—and probably the last until the 
\pix begin to amortize—now com- 
'pleting camera work. It is “The 
|Best Things in Life Are Free.” 
|Now editing are “No Minor Vices,” 
‘which is ticketed for October re- 
\lease, and “The Numbers Racket” 





(to be retitled), which will go out» 


in November. 

Setup has one more picture, 
“Tennessee’s Partner,’ (a Harry 
Sherman production), to deliver to 
UA to wind up its deal with that 
company. Film will go into work 
shortly. 


follow the completion of this group 
of four films. Ent will then take 
stock of itself and view the income 
of the quartet before laying out 
-a future course. 

Ent was required to lift its op- 
tion by Monday (16) if it desired 
the two-year renewal from next 
Feb. 15 provided for in the lease. 
| During the period Loew and Ein- 
|feld have been there they have, in 
addition to regular payments, ex- 
| pended $700,000 en improvements, 
| including a new sound stage. 





} 





Par’s Partners 
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chased and blueprints set before 
the statutory court handed down 
its ruling. 

Only theatre moves have been 
in the case of a replacement for 
an already existing theatre. The 


Production hiatus will probably | 





run, rather than take a chance’ on 
bidding himself out of business. 


| Key city first runs and the larger 
theatres in the big circuits, of 
course, will continue to play pix on 
percentage. For most of these, dis- 
tribs have been able to ask for an 
auditing of their books any time 
the rentals returns look false. 
|Some large circuits in certain ter- 
_ritories, however, refuse to open 
their books in such cases, so these 
are blind-checked periodically. 

CRI now services all companies 
| with the exception of Metro and 
Monogram-Allied Artists. Metro, 
_which maintains it own checking 
staff, has reported a similar de- 
cline in the number of checking 
Situations. Mono, which has gone 
into heavy - budgeted production 
through its tiein with AA, has ap- 
plied for CRI service so that it 
can get a check on percentage 
deals. 











Henreid 


Continued from page 2 =! 





without any division of interests, 
‘Henreid notes. Direction, on the 


‘other hand, must keep going with 
the acting and presents that pos- 
sible conflict. 


What's more, Henreid thinks an 
actor “more than anyone else 
“knows who is a good actor when 
casting.” A performer “can't be 
easily bluffed about a _ perform- 
/ance,” Henreid believes. 

With his stint for EL now out of 
‘the way, Henreid intends setting 
up an indie producing unit gperat- 
/ing year in, year out with a re- 
volving fund. He is currently 
‘negotiating with a story editor and 
a private financier to form a 
| triumvirate. Unit would do two pix 
yearly. 
| Creation of a revolving fund for 


indie units is the real formula for 
| successful operation of that type 
‘of production work, actor-producer 
|contends. Coin in the till would 
be used for second money and post- 
ing of completion bonds. Pointing 
‘to the fact that John Garfield has 
done just that with his profits from 
Enterprise’s “Body and Soul’ which 
/went into “Tucker’s People,” Hen- 
‘reid declared: “I know it can be 
| successfully done.” 


company policy has been adhered | “Th : : roid 
; : | e very thing I want to avo! 
to in the face of a lifting of the is to Seine ta a releasing deal for 


Gorman and St. George theatres | ganized into the Society of Inde- 





reside. 
Edith Brands ap, pe: her 225- 
seater in Brighton, [ll., which has 
been shuttered for several months. 
Sam Lowe has sold his Avon. a 
200-seater, Medora, Ill., to an Al 
ton, Ill.. syndicate. 
Dave Forbes, has opened his new 
Court, a 200-seater, Vienna, Ill. 


PITTSBURGH 


Pete Dana’s hopes that his son, 
Warren Dana, would follow in film- 
selling footsteps of the district sales 
manager for U-I were sidetracked 
when, younger Dana decided he 

referred radio instead. Lad, ex- 

I and recent graduate of Pitt, has 
joined staff of KQV. His first as- 





t 
A. 
with Louise 


in Framingham, links in the Giles | : : 
circuit, have installed video sets | Pendent Motion Picture Producers 


‘in inside lobby. and the Independent Motion Pic- 
| _ture Producers of America. 


| TOLEDO 


| The old Madrid theatre, Port | 
Clinton, O., subject of extensive | 
legal action earlier this year, will | 
be reopened about Oct. 1 as the! y 
| a gg announced Jack 
Metadin “ann a ince tyes Pa het id charter, in accordance with a re- 
ing a new 750-seater in Paulding, cent decision that no tent operate 
O. The Port Clinton house is be- #"Y branch tent. A tent has been 








HOUSTON WANTS OWN TENT 


Houston, Aug. 17. 
Application has been sent to the 


400. It will be operated by Port | !@8 Tent No. 17. pian 
Theatres, Inc., of which O’Connell | __ John Paul Goodwin is chief 


is head. pre ta esky include Fred 

. .Mareh ‘Connell , was. en- Cannata, Al Lever, Frank Wilkie, 
lned Vy. an Jasrrete | Lou,C; Bagiey NB. Hrenet Rob- 
from reopening the house, but in | eit Z, Glass, Jack Groves, Mitchell 





vel pl Vina 
rn -w 
of Saser: Flood, 


Telegraph reporter. Upon her 


M. Lewis, Al Mortensen, B. F. Orr 
and Sid Suhler. 


May the court of appeals reversed 
the lower court’s decision. Pop-| 


7” 


ariety Clubs International by | 
Variety Tent No. 34 here for a. 


ing remodeled and will seat about OPerating here as a branch of Dal-— 


4 


| theatre freeze long before the case 


/came uv for argument before the | 


U. S. Supreme Court. It is based 
on a fear that expansion, even 
without a ban, would, harden the 
court's altitude towards the ma- 
| jors. 

Meanwhile, the partners are said 
to be going on their merry way. 
Interstate circuit, for instance, 
fixed its aim on a big program of 
Wilby-Kincey chain has 


, drive-ins. 


| expansion ideas, as have both the 


Momand and Jefferson circuits. 


intent on continued growth. 


Differences of opinion are all the 
more apparent because Par is said 





with its wholly-owned houses. 


west 


Other Paramount partners are also 


a package before I have the 
money,” Henreid said. “When you 
have to get your backing from a 
bank first, you usually must have 
| both a cast and a releasing outlet. 
This doesn’t permit essential fiex- 
ibility in changing a script or the 
acting lineup. The net result is & 


‘producer with his hands badly 
| tied.” i 
| Henreid’s job for EL on 


“Triumph” was a straight employ- 
'er-employee relationship. His next 
‘two pix under current negotia- 
‘tions with Canadian International 
Screen Productions, a new produc- 
‘ing unit, would be made in 49 with 
/an Allied Artists (Monogram) re- 


.to be preparing psychologically for leasing tieup. 
the ppésiple day, When: itg ties with; | ; 
partner “re cut. Company is’ al- | io aad 
ready ‘planning to operate only openings of “Triumph” in 


oducer ir making . p-a4 
ti The eas 4 in ddijunctlon wih 


, Atlantic sector. 
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Neil Aguew | (*2#rklawrence, OBE. Eagle Lin Alo Defers British More Lenient in Permitting 
London, Aug. 17. ~ “4 nd 
Conliuned Gree Wace S Jock. Lawrence, exec veepee of Rank Pix Distrib i] US. ‘ ' 
~ J. Arthur Rank’s U.S. organization, Philadelphia, Aug. 17. | Broader [ses 
e- ing sales execs in New York in the has been awarded the Order of the Bowing te the increased pres-— aes e rt] ; 
. past couple weeks with this idea in British Empire by King George for cure of the boycott against Brit-— 
a mind. i war er} ete, ee at ish films as result of the Palestine —¢ British goverfiment, apparently 
Meantime, speculation continued 3€'€ S¢vera! inon are the furore, Eagle Lion has decided to i ; , ‘eviate of the 
this week in trade circles for the B&W Season's ad-pub campaign for hoid up future releases of J. Curtis Mitchell’s New ns a” < - a - 
t, reasons for Agnew’s resignation. ank’s pix in the U.S.. was kudeed arthur Rank’s films “until the T Gi G a aim appa Pre 
s. Hle deciared Monday that it was Primarily for his work with the \ sters calm a little.” Disclosure heatre Giveaway ag Amer: > —. , Ree Lee 
h no sudden move, but one that be ©°™mandos under ya Louis was made here today (Tues.) by _ Curtis Mitchell, former ad-pub- have eas ; t &. » coaae howe’ ane 
in has had in mind for the past several Mounthatien. He took part in the wijiam J. Heineman, distribution licity director of Paramount, is poe ‘ag ome ees sailed ses 
years. It was for that reason, he Commando raid on Dieppe. veepee of EL, in the course of re- currently pushing a new theatre | y ws ac Ponty 
r- said. that he refused to renew*his Subsequently, Lawrence served marks made io exhibs gathered in audience-participation game, “Puz- ley B rd we Trade prexy Harold 
rs contract when it expired last April, #5 Chief public relations officer for . tectimonial dinner to Milton E. zle Banx.” Based on a quiz about writ seals Thor cate: =P de 
i after four years with DOS. the American Army, ETO. He Cohen, newly-tagged EL eastern film personalities, game has been | ait a ard satttatie te calli Aum 
: i hye returns from England in two weeks. division manager. éevised 1o conform with all anti- | erally so t is Sai g 
bs Tired — After 27 Years ‘ei lottery laws in the various states, | t@ken im talks with U. S. industry 
“Twentyseven years of sélling . : Decision a 4 eet scterdia: te Mitchell ’ | reps. 
or films is a gruelling job and I just Realart $ Joe Harris a. = geben. aie” tink Game is being sold to exhibs at|_ The change is being felt mostly 
re got tired of it,” he asserted. “i am versal. It is thought unlikely, how- "minal cost, with the sponsoring | 1m meetings in London on inter- 
. fed up with the same old problems. Eyes European Film ever, that the company will hold Company, Enterprise House, sup- | Pretations of the Anglo-U. S. films 
id J] want to try something that will y Peertgoors, = awe iym- Plying all prizes. Merchandise | @8reement of last March. Unflex- 
nhs different . to salve.” . back on the feature on the Olym- P* ore ‘ing ‘stand which the British origi- 
be ee Se Product for US Video pic Games since its timeliness is Jackpots may total a minimum of eiterteiiite tien: then’ tateeenentl t 
1s Agnew. who will leave SRO Sept. oe an important element. $5.000 {for the national award, - y y preta ion © 
0 1, parted amicably with Selznick. Thorough study of European thus paving the big “giveaway berrenny tapers Donne to which 
at Back of his resignation, however. product with a view to determining = shows on radio, Mitchell said. athe’ via cant 4 es has mate- 
at is believed to be a combination of its suitability fer television wil! be | ee y ea , it is sai a 
0 personal reasons and a satiation made by Joseph MHarris, board | Rank-U | Sessions, at which U. S. compa- 
*k . with the job of handling distribu- chairman and treasurer ef Realart | | Dies are represented by Fayette W. 
is tion under DOS. ne respected Pictures, who sailed for England Continued from page 3 S f be ~+ ae rte gab mere 
4a Agnew and want im to slay. Saturday (14) on the Queen Mary. |. ‘ nealiche ! sn. j _ are no 
le but he takes so much of a personal Realart topper, who's also chair- rom eo as seconged Baak's * | Saeeeee concluded. Among the 
d hand’ in the distribution depart- man of Film Highlights, Inc., a 16m Pinel eav-et mn Siew &. Geiticd |last of the interpretations were 
1g ment—as he does in every aspect producer and distributor, was ac- import will be handled now rests e We S | or up and approved at a mette Se 
a of itis erganization—that he is companied by Martin Ross. prexy with William A. Scully, U's distri- bre “e arts of ae rege Pie- 
X= generally considered. a difficult of the latter firm. bution veepee, with no veto right — Pe arb eg = a over- 
d, taskmaster. Harris, who plans a five-day stay held by Rank, it has been learned. land R pehagntetntaas hatin 
d- Agnew’s personal problems con- in London, will meet Jacques [Understood that Seully’s contract Fa | Agreement with Wilson that was 
nt sisted primarily of getting a visa Grinieff there on Aug. 19. ‘Prior to with the company has always given | worked out last spring by Erie 
os for his wife, a Frenchwoman, to his departure from New York last him the right to decide whether a London, Aug. 17. Johnston, MPAA prexy, and James 
enter this country. He married her week, the Realart exec said that film frem an outside producer is to First returns of earnings by Saar repping the Society of 
Pr early in 1947, while she was in the he expected to discuss an expan- be distributed by the company and, American companies here to deter- 4 pendent Motion Picture Pro- 
of US. on a six month visitor's visa, sion program fer Film Highlights jf so in what manner. Hence. he ‘mine the amounts they will be | oe was more or less a skele- | 
mn which was renewed for six months. with Grinieff who handles Realart’s has the contractual right to pass able te remit to Ammnatee: siting 7 outline. It contained a list of | 
s- Thus, last April, after being here- foreign export trade. He disclosed on British pix and, reportedly, in- the Anglo-U. S. Film Agreement tortion aie which unremittable | 
in a year, she was forced to return to that participation in production on sisted on that right when huddling were in the hands of John F. War- | rene: ~) could be used. ee | 
le France. Agnew has been trying the continent might well be a pos- with Rank recently in London. ren, chartered accountant ap- poh ate on on both in Eng- | 
e. ever since to get her back here on sibility but was reluctant to make Rank Largest U Steckholder pointed to advise Bank of England | the eitote re pangs ewe: to fill out | 
# a nen-quota visa. He said Monday a “premature statement.” ._ U's toppers won out with thif on dollar transfers, last Satur- | 7 meg , 
on that he thought he has finally In his European junket Harris jew treatment of Rank’s films| day (14). Easing Technicalities J 
4 succeeded and, if so, his wife wall will also briefly visit Paris and despite the fact that the latter is Returns will cover first seven| At first the British ‘were very 
arrive in New York next week. Amsterdam before returning to the til] the largest stockholder of the | weeks of trading since the paet was | stringent on not letting a single 
es if he can’t bring Mrs. Agnew to U: S. in time for Realart’s three- Company. American company was |coneluded June 13, and in future comma get into the interpretations 
id this country, he will join her in day sales convention which opens aided in its battle by“the fact that monthly figurés will have to be that might broaden in any way 
0, France. Thus, this was undoubt- Sept. 20 at the Warwick hotel, j; actually lost money in distribut- sent in by distribs not later than’ what had been agreed on. As a 
1g ediy a contributing factor to his N. Y. Franchise holders and ing some of the Britisher’s films the 14th of each month. ‘matter of fact, they made consid- 
e- resignation. branch managers are expected to jact year. With its profit margin Basis of dollar allocations is to erable effort to narrow the clauses. 
1g Provided his wife arrives as ex- attend from some 22 cities. Ac- now greatly narrowed, U held firm , be the month-by-month earnings| The American companies, of 
ne pected, Agnew said he will stay at cording to Harris, Universal has for absolute freedom in judging the | of American interests, and not on course, howled vociferously, and 
99 his Connecticut farm over the Offered use of its projection rooms p64 value of the Anglo imports. trading results in past - years. there were even public charges 
p- winter and head for France next for convenience of the conclave. Meanwhile, the boycott against Transfers of dollars will be author- | made that the British were welch- 
it spring to lay out his business there. all British pix as well as other ized monthly, and each month ing. 
ge These plans would undoubtedly be ‘merchandise from the United Warren will advise Bank of Eng- 





modified if the Grinieff-Yates deal 
Showed any signs of consummation. 

Selznick’s insistence of moving 
his distribution headquarters from 
New York to the Coast, despite 
reports. is believed to be of no 











M-G PLANS TO UP ’48 
RELEASES TO 26 OR 27 


With five pictures set for release 
last week during September and 





Kingdom on the Palestine ques- 
tion and allied charges of imperial- 
ism shows no signs of relaxing. In 
New York, the Sons of Liberty 
non-sectarian group behind the 
move, won Harry Brandt, w.k cir- 
cuit operator, to its point of view. 








land the amount each company can 
remit. 

Indie distribs who buy American 
reissues outright will have to fol- 
low the same procedure and will 
only be allowed to remit dollars on 








It was claimed by top Ameri- 
can execs in June that there. were 
seven separate clauses on which 
the British ha@ gone back on their 
word. Wilson made an immediate 


denial, but it is said that the first 
signs of Britain’s easier attitude 





eee eee eee 


md ate ; a Wiese ‘ : ‘ . Wil- a proportional basis to all other ; 
a significance in Agnews departure, October, Metro sales veepee, Wi cvtgndt declared "thet," “anili companies, and watertight requir fate, back $0 that me and there 
he a be ‘off until next spring. to let loose another four or five Great Britain drops its pro-Arab ations have been evolved to pre- of a willingness to agree on the 
th peers pe features during the last two months 4¢tions” he will not book a Brit- vent any bogus sales, of inferior interpretations. An example of the 
was nally planned for last r ng th , . n example o ; 
od it was originally ; k to of this year, which will give the ish film im any of the 140 theatres films. : whole procedure of what has been 4 
spring aad then apenger ys: company a total of either 26 or 27 Which he controls or buys for, in Earnings on 16m pix can be in- going on is clear in just one clause ; 
. bey poll eves . «thes a hapeoes | fae 1948. Figure represents a sub- the New York and New Jersey sec- cluded in the returns if so desired of the. pact that was taken up at 
se ad other SRO execs have con- stantial boost over the 22 released t's. “Any exhibitor ene to play by the distribs. last Friday's session of the MPEA. § 
u - : during the ious year. what the patrons want and there is . eet j 
en sistently argued against it. during prev on ata pine oe This clause, coming under the 
be : | Set for September are “Luxury ee oe or ey ag mo poe Pj R adi c . “schedule of uses of picture reve- } 
eS . 9 “6 ” - “ & 
ass October will see “Sulla sfisbe- a le TO ML ca IX 0 Lom ies of eles eae iar’ tee 
of UA P erks haves.” “No Minor Vices” (first Baandt said he had - ——= Continued from page 2 simply that “within the general : 
nae) i@H via M-G) ang ©@ by “three or four organiza- nts ed : 
n Enterprise productiOfi via ” Danish, Swedish, Norwegian, Fin- | principles governing the use of 
£ Continued frem pase 5 “Seeret Land.” : tions’ to drop British bookings } h Se : 
at- te uled for Novem. 294 that the refusal of the public nish and Dutch, oe daily — revenues,” the coin may be 
fe- Heaven” (Golden) opened excel- Mag oe pe — “Three t0 patronize Anglo pix was proof Programs; -and Portuguese ond | use for “the acquisition of real 
ly iy io Tax and “Pitiali” |=" .* Decein _— *e of the strong resistance. ' Ukrainian, 30 minutes a day. estate. 
nd Pn as a Muskeeters.” “Hills of Home” and co. threw a line around the The Ukranian broadcasts will be | Ceilings Relaxed 
a (Bischoff) was outshining “Body ~Taie of the Navajos,” all in color, Little Carnegie, N.Y., which is the first beamed to the U.SS.R in When it came time to interpret 
nix and Soul,” company’s previous high and “Kissing Bandit.” as well as at playing Rank's “Great Expecta- 4 "y language other than Russian. this statement. the British dt- 
grosser, in many spots throughout least ae iehdaet ae eee tions” and “Black Narcissus” af- | English - language broadcasts tempted to put a ceiling on the 3 
‘or Cup Overall effect on UA _CO™mman — . ’ ter aceusing the management of beamed throughout Europe will be amount of money that could be 
the country. My Son.” latter produced in Eng- © , ” ‘heard 11'% hours daily, co ed : 
for . indfall stalling for a month.” It attacked ty, Comparea used to buy property. They said that | 
me execs of this sudden w Te eee a placard posted by the theatre in With the eos 6'4. Aue tian. it was implied that the Americans 
obviously inflationary. before year's ; vhich declared that not a Bulgarian, Yugoslav, Greek just couldn’ amount 
vl : two re- held up pending compietion of run eS revenues from these Romanian programs will all be | of real ‘lr hy aren 
ild Release slate includes Broad - from Ce@t of the estate they desired without 
st- issues, three Hopaiong Cassidy % . the pouey | Spats “Fa. films would go to England. Outfit beard an hour each day, instead restriction. The Americans main- 
a , 2 ain which the wre oir ee also is seeking to widen the boy- of the present 15 to 45 minutes. tained there was no such implica- 
las westerns, ané one Ne cune eee eee : cott by approaching a number of New languages will be added just tion. The item was kicked back and | 
pm which Paul N. Lazarus, /r.. ised will be presented on Broadway j,i) societies for a common front 48 quickly as linguists can be re- forth for several weeks and finally : 
ich aide to the president. promise’ during the coming fail season. against “British imperialism.” cruited, officials indicated. the British agreed that there 7 
one would be a > a Pa explat ing | _ Brandt's commitment follows | rn Ray p-mmcrnngs vom at should be no ceiling. 
iiem. Initialer fall,” staxre . . that of mber of other metro- secret” locations in the European | 
- Dick Powell and Lizabeth Scott, Maas Clippers Inte N. Y. politan ws Y circuits Sons last week area are also in the cards. salen — on wh A — 
id which goes into release tus weet —"‘Teday; 2 Months Abroad sought to induce the Theatre Guild The film section will have just it'the British wore veneaing have 
: It opens at the Capitol, N. Y., to- y; to drop its sponsorship of “Ham- 4 shade under $2,000,000 this year, | slave ienieen ae wn 
ca morrow (Thursday), where it will Irving Maas, neork = ya Jet” but the Guild refused to go compared with $339,000 last year. | ance it was claimed then that 
be followed, incidentally, by an- manager of the Motion Picture Ex- along with the proposal. Its plans include: ia , aoa cenmoaliien 
‘ou other UA film, “Red River. port Assn., returns to New York by — g-ndt’s Globe, on Broadway, 1- A hundred new reels, prints lisen, contrary a 
~ Remainder of the feature sched- air today (Wednesday) from Paris. , ened last week with “Escape,” of each of which will be made in oo Snow: . — mt " 
ct. le comprises “Texas, Brooklyn He has been abroad more thantwo 6). tensed in England by 20th- !4 languages. Before last year's scant eir frozen coin for film pro- 
one and Heaven.” Aug. 27; “Vicious months on a tour of European Fo,  Roveott group followed a budget slash, the pix section was Soha + oestg on 
ves ircle” il " 3. “Red countries served by the MPEA. ¥ . ‘ P ade in Setting about 130 new reels an- no objection to : e . 
the Circle” (Wilder), Sept. 3: > 1 of Maas’ trip has Policy of exempting pix made m ers laud ie” wat As _ Time and the change in the Brit- ; 
2 River” (Hawks) Sept. 17; “Urubu Latter part of Maas T VaPRA Britain by American companies in foe y; a oo = none. iets a0GRbente denen: snenaraiad. nected . 
dl (Breakston-Copien) and “Caval- been taken up with plans of “A reference to “Escape” and with- ‘© 45 possible € new reels ; ; 
sad cade of the Olympics,” (Westport), to continue limited operations im j 014 picket lines. It had taken Will be produced by the Depart- the tempers of most of the Ameri- 
Sept 24- “Girl From Manhattan” Holland, following reversal of de- 1). come stand with RKO’s “So ™ent. It will attempt to get most can execs. Easing of the interpre- 
4 (Bogeaus), Oct. 1; “Innocent Af- cision to discontinue there Sept. 1. wei) Remembered.” of them from private sources. _ tations, however, is viewed ruefully 
oy- ir” (Nasser). Oct. 15: “surprise Maas confabbed Monday (16) in 2. Sixteen new mobile units, by MPEA board members. They 
ext a . be announced,” Paris with the major companies’ ° ° with generators, to boost overseas Point out that the British could 
ia- exploitation film to be Secretary” Continental managers,upon whose Army Pic Buyer Resigns showings. |well afford to ease their attitude, 
nal Get. 22; “My Dear icon Fury” severe! surveys of the Dutch situa- Gordon McFarland, chief of the 3. Tripling its staff to about 70. since, with the 45% quota which 
uc er pt Ma ~ 4 Inn”) tion the MPEA action was based. Army and Air Force film buying persons. It had 80 before the Was put into effect after the John- 
ith pam y OR og = “Lady of Maas also huddled with Arnold service in the U. S. for the past budget cuts, dropped to 24 last ston-Wilson agreement was made, 
re- (Megers-Colm), Koy. 19; in the Childhouse, MPEA rep in Holland, two years, resigned over the week- vear. _U. S. companies won't have too 
Burlesque and ey . a ae Stat w d with ng io enier ivate, b , ; - 4. ‘Showing: film to: a Pe Be wp Ariens aad 
5 Hague a Sead fork (Charied Corts MPEA's Medhetianls ; Jeti. ‘witholbod, EMiet of the 118.000, 000 ‘neupke ' ‘snont ih! 8 ave eink bad Shi, 
ith. (EC. ct ° conile ; ny ie a)! indies rep. Core stopped over Y abniy oversea’ buying service, will | foreign countrié¢s, ‘about ‘the level it is said, that there wifi be nd op- 
the ales pine or : (Nel ts 2 ‘on his way from New York to Ba- ‘take over McFariand’s job in ad- of two years ago, but considerably portunity to amass any quantity 


Dec. 17. 


tavia. 


dition to his present duties. 


above last year’s audience. 


of frozen money. 
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McNeill Winds Up Boff Stunt: ‘Quits’ 
Presidential Race Amidst Huzzahs 


fF New Philadelphia, O., Aug. 17. 
Don McNeill and his “Breakfast 
Club” gang wound up the “Don 
McNeill for President” routine 
here Friday (13) before about 10,- 
000 of his fans from the northeast 
and central sections of Ohio. 
The promotion scheme was .a | 
matural and McNeill’s gang, ABC | 
and the New Phila. Chamber of 
Commerce left nothing undone to 
make it the success that it was. 
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Hawthorne Hitting Gravy 
Train as ABC Inks Disker 





Jim Hawthorne, disk jockey who 
made his debut on ABC last week, 
has a five year pact with the net 
which guarantees him $40,000 a 
year. Hawthorne is_ exclusively 
tied to web for television as well. 
Out of any profit ABC gets above 

McNeill aprived jn Canton Fri- that 40G from Hawthorne's serv- 
day night, climbed in an open car ‘ices, the jackey is to get half. 
for the triumphal cavalcade to New | Possibly inducing the net to high- 
Phila., 30 miles away, and prompt- | ceiling the wage terms is fact ABC 
ly got drenched by a sudden down- | believes itehas virtually sold the 
pour. ABC and the C. of C.|Monday-through-Saturday night 
whooped it up for the press at the | Program to Chesterfield, for spon- 
Hotel Reeves, while McNeill with |Sorship over net’s skein of stations. 








To $40,000 Five-Yr. Pact 



















































































night in a private home. 


The broadcast took place in a| 
vernal setting—a natural amphi- | 
theatre in Tuscora Park. 
held 3,500 persons and the balance 
mashed together around them. In | 
usual form; McNeill and his crew | 
ran through the show, while an | 
audience composed of 65% of mid- | 
die-aged women watched and lis- | 
tened with rapt and worshipful ex- 
pressions. The amphitheatre was 
decorated with state campaign 
signs and bunting. As early as 4 
a.m., 50 people were on hand. 


Wath the exception of the end- 
ing, whieh required a script (a rare 
item on the ‘Breakfast Club”), 
the show was the same as every 
other morning. Clowning Sam 
Cowlina kidded around; Patsy Lee 
sang, and Jack Owens went 
through the audience singing “I 
Love You” while sitting in a 
woman’s lap, smooching one or ca- 
ressing another’s hair. Fran Alli- 
son (Aunt Fanny) gave a fill-in on 
her political activity in behalf of 
MeNeill’s candidacy. A local quar- 
tet dressed in Gay ‘’90s attire 
chortled “Coney - Island Baby” 
with a McNeill twist on the final 
verse and chorus. 


MeNeill ended the show on a 
serious note with a speech with- 
drawing from the presidential race. 
“Isn’t it grand to live in a coun- 
try where you can kid about a 
presidential race and gag about bal- 
lots—instead of being gagged by 
bullets?” 


Thus McNeill withdrew grace- 
fully from a comic situation he 
built months ago. The routine has 
been used by nearly every come- 
dian in radio but none ever went 
this far with it. The thing paid 
off with a bang in this section, thus 
offering some proof that an old gag 
is still good if you push it far 
enough—even to New Philadelphia. 


N.Y. AFRA Mulls 
‘Nat'l Prez Choice 


N. Y. contingent of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists is 
mapping strategy for the union’s 
national convention in Boston, Aug. 
26-29, but as of yesterday (Tues.) 
the Gotham delegation was yet to 
decide who it would back for the 
AFRA presidency. Question is ex- 
pected to be the No. 1 topic at 
still! another caucus scheduled for 
tomorrow night (Thurs.). 


It’s been decided that the N. Y. 
local will send every delegate 
available who can get to the con- 
fab for as long as two days’ run- 
ning. Of the 104 elected delegates, 
anywhere from 50 to 70 are expect- 
ed to make the trip. 


The local will underwrite their 
expenses and tentatively plans to 
toss a cocktailery in the fall to 
raise funds for reimbursement. 


Aside from voting on quite a 
few constitutional amendments, the 
AFRAites are expected to devote 
much of their attention at Boston 
to the problem of establishing TV 
and simultaneous AM-TV rates and 
AFRA’s continuing fight for a 4A’s | 
merger. 


New national board officers of 


A will ta office at the con- 
eohiNefecrrees 
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his family ducked out after a bal- 
cony appearance to spend a quiet | 


Seats } 


‘just bought by Old Gold for ABC 


., France. 

_in ‘Tel, AVA ‘also ibe the bo 
nied in: eats canny i and | 
some of the One World grou 
go there for the ceremony. 


Also, for another prospective 
sponsor, Hawthorne cut an audi- 
tion platter Saturday (14) night. 
This won’t be a disk-spinner, but a 
comedy layout including Ike Car- 
penter’s band, and on the audition 
wax Mickey Katz was used. Haw- 
thorne, who is making his first step 
into network circles, also is getting 
his first big coin out of radio. On 
KXLA, Pasadena, on a daily pro- 
gram which consumed same time 
as his ABC caper, Hawthorne was 
earning a flat $85 weekly. In on 
the gravy, too, is Hawthorne’s 
manager, Hal Gordon, who inked 
him just before the golden tide 
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DIRECTS KLZ TRAFFIC 


F. TOM BOISE 


Boise keeps KLZ’s heavy traffic 
| schedule of network, national spot 
‘and local business moving smoothly 
| along KLZ’s 560 ke. lane. He 
-eame to KLZ last October with 
three and a half years experience 
in sales and traffic with leading 
airlines. 





KLZ, DENVER. 








Denver U. Uses 
Two Stations 


For Schooling 


Denver, Aug. 17. 
To give students firsthand knowl- 
edge of station operation in all 
its phases the Univ. of Denver 





rolled in. 
| 


Lobby’ Is Latest 
In Revival List 


Vogue for hauling yesteryear’s 


shows out of mothballs seems in 
the making. Now it’s “Hobby 
Lobby,” Dave Elman’s durable 


hobbyists’ funfest, 
the list of revivals. 

Elman plans to wax the stanza 
and syndicate it. He has already 
sold WOR, N. Y.,.the program be- 
ing set to return to life Sept. 12 in 
the 10 p.m. Sunday segment. 

It’s understood that Elman plans 
to knock out the gewgaws which 
had been added to the “Lobby” 
format in later years and debut 
the dusted-off version in much the 
same form as the original. Blman’s 
show first hit the ether on WOR, 
picking up Hudson auto sponsor- 
ship, in 1937. In subsequent years, 
the stanza was aired via WEAF 
(now WNBC) for Jello, on WIZ 
and WABC (Now WCBS) for Fels- 
Naptha, and on the CBS flagship 
at other times for Palmolive and 
Anchor-Hocking Glass. Latter was 
the show’s last sponsor, bankrolling 
it over CBS during the 1945-46 
season. 

Harry Salter’s orch, now with | 
“Stop the Music,” was a longtime | 
“Lobby” feature. Elman himself | 
emceed the show until its final | 
season, when he handed that chore | 
over to Bob Dixon. 

“Lobby” is the fourth oldie to 
come out of wraps in_ recent 
months, most recent being Major 
Bowes’ “Original Amateur Hour,” 


that’s joining 





(AM) and DuMont (TV) airing this 
fall. Other revivals, both also doing 
nicely sponsorwise, include “What's 
My Name?” for General Electric 
and “True or False” for Shotwell 
Candy. All got their starts during 
the °30’s. 


Durr, Corwin Sail For 
LaGuardia Shrines Trip 


One World delegation including | 
ex- FCC Commissioner Clifford | 
Durr, Norman Corwin and Saul | 
Carson sailed from N. Y. Saturday | 
(14) on the S. S. Batory for Gdynia, | 
Polish port, to participate in a se- | 
ries of dedications of F. H. La- 








will manage two radio stations and 
use them for training purposes. 
The university will manage KOKO, 
La Junta, and KSFT, Trinidad, 
both in Colorado. 


R. Russell Porter, director of 
radio at~the school, said five 
students will be sent to the two 
stations at once to augment reg- 
ular staffs. 


Burton Harrison, instructor in 


| vadio, will manage KSTF and will 
|supervise operations at KOKO.) 
Advanced students will use the. 


stations for training. Problems in 
copy writing, *advertising, traffic, 
promotion and production will be 
studied in terms of an actual situa- 
tion. 


Before joining the university 
Harrison was assistant manager of 
KTSW, Emporia, Kan: 


“eee Strike Takes 
Fort Wayne Stations 
Off Air for 44 Minutes 


Fort Wayne, Aug. 17. 
Strike of engineers at WKJG 





‘and WKJG-FM, Fort Wayne, took | 
the 
Wednesday (11) at 7:55 p.m. for. 


stations off the air last 
44 minutes, and the _ stations’ 
studio is being picketed by the 


striking union, 

National Assn. of Broadcasting 
Engineers and Technicians on Fri- 
day (13) filed unfair labor prac- 


tices charges against the station | 


with the National Labor Relations 


Board in Chicago. George Maher, | 


national 
union, 


representative for the 
said the charges were 


based on “management refusal to. 


bargain and threats, coercion and 
intimidation.” 


The seven engineers involved | 
walked off their jobs after a break- | 
down in negotiations on wages. 
All other phases of the contract. 


were settled. Hilliard Gates, sta- 
tion manager, said other station 


| personnel was summoned to the. 


studio and transmitter and normal 
operations were resumed at 8:39 
p.m. Gates said up to six minutes 
before the walkout, the engineers 


| 


From the Production Centres 





$44+ 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


ri ubbing for Elspeth Eric in “Big Sister’ while latter 
Bi agg Meee ad _ABC board chairman Edward J. Noble on a 
| 10-day vacation....CBS’ European news boss, Howard K. Smith, re- 
‘turned to London Friday. (13) on the Elizabeth. . .. Symphony Sid's 
(WMCA) Royal Roost session on Saturday nights instead of Sundays as 
originally skedded....WOR’s “Ladies Man” moving from the 711 
| Restaurant to Leon & Eddie’s for a 4:30-5 teatime pickup. ... Robin 
D. Compton, formerly in charge of construction and design for WCAU- 
TV, Philly, named technical director of WOIC, WOR’s new D. C. TV 
+m delaide Hawley returns to DuMont’s “Fashions on Parade” Friday 
(20) following a three-week looksee at Paris and London styles.... 
Mike Rich, WLIB jock, twirling ‘em again, having recuperated from 
an Aug. 9 plane crash in Albany ...Daughter born to Herb Hobler, 
Mutual program sales, at Princeton... Allan Stevenson subbing for 
Larry Haines in “Right to Happiness” and also in “Official Detective” 
this week....Blanche Gaines peddling a fresh approach to newscasts 
in a stanza created by Ruth Adams Knight and hubby Dickson Jay 
Hartwell. Miss Gaines has just sold four Carol Warner Gluck scripts 
to the Hummerts for “Mystery Theatre’’....Scripter Sidney Reznick 
and theatre managers Norman Bialek and Robert Spodick have copy- 
righted a novelty game, “Movie Memory Quiz,” designed to stimulate 
film attendance. é . | 
Thelma Ritter has returned east after completing a month’s shooting 
in “Letter to Three Wives” at 20th-Fox, and is spending the rest of 
the summer at Fire Island with her family (she’s the wife of Joseph 
| A. Moran, vice-president in the radio department of Young & Rubicam), 
| Sid Eiges loafing for two weeks. . .. Henry Morgenthau III taking leave 
of absence from WNEW chores to accompany the One World group 
to Europe....Hubbell Robinson, Jr., hops for the Coast today ‘Wed.) for 
| two weeks of program huddles with Harry Ackerman and other CBS 
| programmers out west. Red Barber home from the hospital, but 
| 





{ 
| 


! 


due for an extended recuperation and may hie to Martha’s Vineyard 
shortly. Johnny Desmond doing his “Clubhouse” on CBS. 

Phil Lohman, son of Wauhillau Lahay, Ayer’s top flacktress, named 
a principal candidate for West Point appointment next year... .Craw- 
| ford Clothes inked by WQXR for 19 shows weekly, totaling six hours, 
| starting this week....Arnold Moss got a leave of absence from CBS’ 
| “Cabin B-13” and grabbed a night plane for Hollywood following Mon- 
day’s (16) broadcast to take a top supporting role in Walter Wanger’s 
| upcoming “Reign of Terror” for Eagle Lion....Sy Merns, WINS, cur- 
/rently associated with New Age Studios in charge of TV commercial 
' productions....Jack Grogan, production manager, and Jeff Selden, 
| continuity director, to give radio courses at City College School of 
| Business this fall....‘‘Bud” Barry to the Coast. 
| King Calder new to “Helen Trent” cast....Toni Darnay and Joseph 
| Conway added to “Stella Dallas” players. ...Helen Choate and Jacque- 
| line Billingsley join “Young Widder Brown” cast... .James Boles, 
| Frank Thomas, Sr.; Rolly Bester, Athena Lorde and William Adams 
| new to “Front Page Farrell”....Bea Wain and Andre Baruch taking 
| a week’s vacation from their “Mr. and Mrs. Music” show on WMCA.... 
| Lue Stearns joined WCBS’ sales staff. He came to WCBS from ABC spot 
| sales....Stegmaier Brewing Co., of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., is now sponsor- 
| ing the Frederic W. Ziv produced and transcribed musical, ‘““The Barry 
Wood Show,” in 14 N. Y. and Pa. markets. 


Carl Brown, partner and head of the N. Y. office of Sherman and 
|Marquette, is spending the week in Chicago huddling with partners 
| Stu Sherman and Ed Marquette....After eight years of married life, 
Les Damon, of the “Thin Man,” and his actress-wife, Ginger Jones, per- 
| form together for first time tonight (18) on NBC’s “Mr. District At- 
| torney”....Homer Heck, NBC Chicago production-director for the 
| past six years, has been promoted to production manager for the net- 
_ work's Central Division. 

| 

IN HOLLYWOOD ... 

Before Stu Sherman (& Marquette) deft town the word was around 
that he had been elected to the board of Colgate-Palmolive-Peet and 
| will also serve on the executive committee....George Gruskin of the 
| Morris office back from New York, where he heated up deals for Dinah 
| Shore, Fanny Brice, et al. Dinah’s setup with Eddie Cantor calls for 
| guest shots on the first four broadcasts with later appearances if no 
conflict arises. ...Arnold Marquis east to examine television techniques 
_and then back to U. of Chicago for his second summer of tutoring the 
'studes in radio writing and production. 

A. B. Chamberlain, CBS chief engineer, scanning the net's site atop 
Mt. Wilson ant head-thumping with L. L. Bowman, Coast technical 
head, on the projected far west skein of TV stations... Lum and 
Abner close out their Alka-Seltzer contract next month from Las Vegas, 
| Nev., where they’ll compete in the national skeet meet....Ted Steele 
| drove in from New York to take up his new duties as top kick at Benton 
& Bowles....Loss of the Texaco and"Old Gold programs to the east 
just about shutters Kudner and Lennen & Mitchell agencies. ...Don 
Davis hopped east to work up some client interest in Benay Venuta’s 
“Keep Up With the Kids,” which he packaged....ABC had a record 
cut of a musical with Mitzi Green, Artie Wayne and Jerry Fielding’s orch 
.... Sid Strotz breezed to Frisco, got back the next day and a few hours 
, later was on a plane to New York. After two or three days he'll be 
on the wing again back to Hollywood. ...Don Bernard, Marcelle Mitch- 
ell and Andy Potter packed up their belongings and moved across the 
street into a bank building, new quarters of the William Esty agency. 

__ Bert Prager of the James Saphier agency under observation at 
Temple hospital....With Dennis Day’s move to Saturday night, Bud 


| 
| 


_Dant, music director, is giving up that show and remaining with Judy 
_Canova....Stanley Davis and Elon Packard signed for their third 
season as Jimmy Durante’s writers... New addition to publicity staff 
at Young & Rubicam is Afra Ackerman, who says she drew that name 
at birth....Dick Compton couldn’t stay retired at Rancho Santa Fe 
down the coast so he took a job as promotion manager of the inn there. 
He's on the payroll for $35 a week, which was his take-home pay on 
his first job in New York ...Johnny Olson is said to rate the best 
chance to follow Garry Moore on “Breakfast in Hollywood”... . Dorothy 


ote back at ABC heading up continuity acceptance after serious 
s. 


had given no indication of their 


intention and that no strike notice 
had been filed. 


Maher, said that under the Taft- 


Guardia memorials in four Euro- | Hartley law, a strike notice isn’t 


pean countries. 


Another member | necessary where there is no con- 


of the delegation, Morris Novik, | tract in effect between the -two 


who was LaGardia’s radio adviser, | 
planes next Sunday (22) to Paris | 
to join the group. 

Dedications will include a school 
in Prague, a library in Warsaw, a 
hospital in Italy and a_ public 
square in Lyons. 


p may 


parties. He also said the manage- 
'ment had refused to consider any | 
| Wage increase for the striking en- 
| gineers, and that the station was 
| paying engineers’ 

| the Fort Wayne pat 
Main | mr stations. r bot 
_ The unio nrbsdnthet the ati 
wa ‘ha eather hinhals Th 
July 23 


ne 
with negotiations starting 


‘heard locally. . 


vide guests with t 


wages below 
tern at other | 


| Allis-Chalmers renewing “National F; 
oa ara i 
1 starting Sept. : 


s veepee rank at Zenith. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Sheriff Walsh is 
$50,000 to convert 
wavel 


putting the bite on the Cook County Board for 
) police radio system from AM to FM. Present AM 
ength is shared with Los Angeles cops, whose calls are often 
'Y....More than 500 stations have offered free time for 
the new series of Naval Air Reserve spot announcements produced by 
Lt. Cmdr. Walt Kimmell, USNR... .Kay Turpin bowing out at Schoen- 
feld, Huber & Green for a post at the Ero Co... . First Chi inn to pro- 
100 set ele is the Jotel Sherman, which last week installe 
sets....U. of Chicago scholarships passed out to Quiz Kids Noreen 
Novick and Bernard Griesel....Motorola signed the check for the 
Chicagoland Music Festival telecast on WGN-TV Saturday (14)...- 
“National Farm and Home, Hour” on NBC. 
arhécn, _. {Kpank Shaye 
the ‘transcribed’ "BOD 


Elson on the Century,” ....Sam Kaplan upped to 4 


3 
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FCC ‘Looking for Bloody Nose’ On 


Giveaways, Is Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 17. 
Meet of ninth district NAB 


members here last week was gen- 
évaliy iorpid until FCC's portend- 
ing rules on giveaways came up 


jer comment in the final hours 
of the twe-day session. And al- 
though a wide range of eventual- 
ities and opinions was covered. 
the suin of it all was “we'll-know- 
what's - meant - when - there’s- 
definite-action.” 

One NAB board member chided 
broadcasters as “suckers” for per- 
mitting rampant free advertising 
via product mentions on _ give- 
aways. Such plugs, he said, robbed 
the industry of sizeable income 
that otherwise would be ledgered 
as billing to sponsors. As proof 
he cited < maker of household ap- 
pliances who valued free plugs on 
a 13-week giveaway at $200,000. 

Same exec said that in putting 
the finger on giveaways the FCC 
“was asking for another bloody 
nose.”” Lotteries, he said, were 
classified as criminal acts and as 
such already came under the 
jurisdiction of the Federal courts 


and the Dept. of Justice. Canse- | 


cuently, he indicated, the FCC 

would be off base if it set itself 

up as a lottery tribunal. 
Discrimimatery Action? 

Speakipg as a non-member, a 
program packager asserted that ac- 
tion against giveaways would be 
discrimiratory unless there was a 
similar crackdown on newspaper 
and mag contests. The percent- 
ages of skill and chance in black- 
and-white contests and prize of- 
fers were no different_from those 
in radio, he contended. 

If phone quizzers are desig- 
nated as lotteries, he said, it fol- 
lows that studio quizzers also. fall 
in that category, since the chance 
element caters in selection of con- 
tesiants. The entertainment con- 
teni of giveaways, he said, should 
be the inain test applied. Charles 
Caley. of WMBD, Peoria, Ull.,. who 
v.as re-elected ninth district di- 


rector, cited the code nix on 
eudience buying as a further 
yardstick. 


Despite the palaver, the word- 
chopping and attempts at clarifica- 
tion. many members felt they had 
gene out the same way they had 
come in — confused as to the 
exact scope ef FCC finger-shaking | 
at giveaways. 


WNBC in New 
Sales Splurge 


WNBC, N. Y., has come through 
with its biggest batch of: time sales 
in reeent months-in the midst of 





concentrated preparations, involv- 


ing most of the NBC flagship's de- 
partments, for a new splurge in 
documentary programming. 

Two of the station’s Saturday 
a.m. kid shows—a lineup instituted 
2 year and a half ago—have landed 
in the sponsored ranks. Bob 
Smith’s Triple B Ranch was sold 
to D. C. Heath children’s books, 
starting Sept. 11, and the Frank 
Luther Show will be bankrolled by 
Mailtex cereals beginning Oct. 2. In 
addition, H. V. Kalienborn was 
sold on a Monday-Wednesday-Fri- 
day schedule to Pertussin. cough 


remedy, effective Sept. 6, and Ken 
Banghart’s 6 p.m. news has picked | 


‘up three-times-weekly Studebaker 


sponsorship. 

Station's upcoming documentary. 
“The Hungry Dellar.” will be a 
four-part investigation of the high 
cost of food, tailored along the, 
lines of WNBC’s “Housing— 1947” 
series last year. It’s slated for mid- | 





Overall Winchell 


It's Walter Winchell No. 1 
across-the-board. 


Gabber, who’s often topped 
the Hooper heap and was there 
when he went on vacation re- 
cently, has hit the No. 1 
rung in A.C. Nieisen’s ratings 
for the first time. (See sepa- 
rate box.) "He has also lately 
paced the Pacific Coast Hoop- 
ers and the Pulse ratings, 
which gives him a clean sweep. 

His deal with Kaiser-Frazer, 
incidentally, calis for full ABC 
web airing (340-odd stations) 
whereas his Jergens stint is 
carried on but 219 stations. 








Musics’ Lead 
Spot ‘Thwarted 


ABC's ambition to see its “Stop 
| the Music” on the top of Hooper's 
Top 15 was thwarted this week by 

a switch in policy by Hooper. Final 

quarter-hour (Old Gold’s) of the 

giveaway copped a 12.2 for the 

Aug. 1-7 tally, putting it in No. 1 

spot. But Hooper has decided to 

rate the stanza on an overall basis, 

lumping the three sponsored seg- 

ments together. Even so, the score 

came out 10.4, giving the show the 

second bracket. 
“Summer Journal,” subbing for 


Walter Winchell, who topped the | 


list last month, came in with an 
8.0. putting it just outside the 
Top 15. 

The Aug. 1-7 honor roll 


Take It or Leave It......... 11.0 
Stop the Music... eso bel ee 
Mr. District Attorney. otheash Loe 
Suspense ... Sac tli aso 
This Is Your FBI OES eee. 98 
Crime Photographer......... 94 
| Spears. 93 
| Break the-Bank..........:.. BAY 
PT, ox owen Tet ce os 8.7 
te PR hy eee a4 
| Mit the Jackpot..:.......... 84 
SE, ONS 5 04'S ih Gack oe Bo Oe 83 
| Fat RR iE pd Se Saree Gaee 8.2 
|\Gamefusters ............... B82 
Pi Se. ss os vase ka ade 





MEX STATION FINED 
FOR BAD LANGUAGE 


Mexico City, Aug. 17. 

Fine of $1,500 (U. S.) was im- 
posed on XEW, 250,000 watter 
here, by the Ministry of Communi- 
cations and Public Works for per- 
\mitting bad language to be aired 
during a quarrel between two 
drunks and an announcer during a 
program. 

Ministry got many complaints 
about the incident. Language was 
described as the vilest ever broad- | 
cast in Mexico. Fine was the stiff- 
est Ministry has yet imposed for 
‘radio code violations. 


KWIK Stock Transfer 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Carl E. Rese, Chicago attorney, 
and Geerge H. Bowles have pur- 





chased 46° of KWIK, Burbank | 
Broadcasters, Inc., for upwards ef 
| 


$150,000. 


Rose, who is now prexy and’ 
and treasurer of the Burbank firm, ’ 


‘and Bowles, now general manager, 


By Hooper 


DOCUMENTARIES 


NBC is getting off the public 
service hook with a fuiiasnhioned 
plunge into the documentary field 
during the 1948-49 season, it was 
learned this week. The blueprints 
|taking shape at the web call for 
{three hour-long special broadcasts 
‘of this type in addition to an im- 


| pressive array of timely subjects) 


| be tackled in the net's continu- 
ling “Living—1948” series. 

Import of the plans, disclosed by 
| program-public affairs veepee Ken 
Dyke, is ail the more significant in 
view of recent criticism that NBC, 
'in the wake of its accent-on-youth 


| administrative reformating and re- | 


|ported prepping of fresh ap- 
|proaches to old problems, had 
| failed to translate these promises 
| into performance. The develop- 
|ment of a trio of 60-minute docu- 


|mentaries—the web's first project. 
| of this category—manifestly p&-' 


| jects NBC into the rumning for the 


out to othernets in the past for | 
public service programming of fred 
format. 
Marriage Due fer 0.0. 

First of the hour-long acaiiie 
jannouncement of which, two weeks | 
ago, hinted that a new era in pub- | 
lic service programming was dawn- | 
‘ing at NBC—will look at “Marriage | 


opinion on the status of marriage | 





affairs and education staff has been 


‘at work four months researching ; 


the airer, which is slated for broad- 
cast late this month or early in 
| September. 

Already in production also, for 


October airing, is a 60-minute re-_ 


port on “Mother Earth.” which will 
take a globe-circling view of man’s 


plundering of his own planet. Pro- | 
gram’s premise will be that man. 
faces mass starvation unléss he | 


takes better care than he has up 
(to now of his life-sustaining soil. 


Third documentary. as yet un- 


‘titled and not yet tabbed as to. 


|approximate date, will deal with 


‘the U.- S. military potential in» 


terms of the nation’s resources, | 
(Continued on page 30) 


Barron Roughs Up 
| ‘Music s Course 


ABC's “Stop the Music.” already 
imperilied by the FCC threat of a 
| crackdown on giveaways, ran into 
still another load of trouble last 
| week. Orch leader Blue Barron 
‘filed a lawsuit in New York 





supreme court claiming “Music” 


‘is based on a show packaged last 
year by him and “Music's” pro- 
‘ducer Mark Goodson. He demands | 
a sum equal to one-half the show's | 
earnings. 

Complaint states that Barron and | 
Robert Ray of CBS, together with | 
'Geodson and Howard Connell, 
put together a “Blue Barron’s 


Mystery Melodies” show in Feb-— 


ruary, 1947, cutting an audition 
platter of it at CBS. at Barron's 
expense, with a 13-piece band, 
three vocalists, an announcer and 
director. “Stop the Music.” the 
orch leader asserts, is the same 
|show. with “slight alterations in 
| detail. 

| Defendants in the action are 
‘ABC. Goodson, Louis G. Cowan, 
ne., packager of “Music;” Cowan 
individually, Harry Salter, whose 
band plays on “Music,” and Con- 
nell. 


O'Flaherty Exits TD. 


Maggy O'Flaherty, writer-pro-— 
,dueer of the Tommy Dorsey disk 
jockey show sinee last November, | 





NBC OFF PUBLIC SERVICE HOO 
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industry kudos it has seen passed | 


in Distress,” dramatizing fact and 


today in the light of the nation’s | 
high divorce rate. Web's public, 


‘Tumigrant’ Will Buck Taboos, Show 
NAB Feeling spi ACE READIED New Quirks, as Comedy-Documentary 





Where’s the Loot? 
Xenia, O., Aug. 17. 

Joseph E. Chamberlain is 
beginning to get a wee bit 
anxious about those dozen or 
so prizes he won from the U.S 
Tobaceo Co.’s “Take a Num- 
ber” quiz show in mid-June, 
especially since everybody in 
_ town is feeling wonderful 

about his good—if delayed— 
luck. For the last two months 
friends have been coengratulat- 
ing him about it. 

Mutual, which airs the give- 
away, sent out releases on his 
good fortune, and the Xenia 
store which sold him the to- 
bacco enabling him to enter 
the contest displays an em- 
bessed certificate telling all 
about it. 

But up until Thursday (12) 
Chamberiain had yet to re- 
ceive any of his much publi- 
cized __Cized prizes. 


MBS $1,600.00 
Poorer by Cut In 
Pharmaco Biz: 


It leoks like Mutual is out some | 
$1,600,000 or more in gross time 
billing represented by Pharmaco’s 
| four-way spread in bankrolling last 
|\season. The Feen-a-mint and 
| Chooz manufacturer is reported to 
have, decided last week to forego 
nétwork advertising. diverting the 
bulk of the ad budget instead to 
printed media and spot radio. 

The decision, if final, leaves on 
a sponsoriess. limb a quartet of) 
MBS shows — “Adventures of 
Charlie Chan.” the Jinr Backus — 
Show, “Official Detective,” and) 
Bret Morrison's “Song of the 
Stranger.” 








maco wouldn't go for such a heavy | 
_ splurge of programming this 
, coming season, but Mutual had) 
| Soeieeace renewal of at least one | 
or two of the stanzas, “Chan” and 
“Official Detective” in particular 
having snared fairly satisfactory | 
| rating payoffs. 
Pullout was presaged, 

when Pharmaco shifted its account 
recently from Ruthrauff & Ryan | 
‘to the Duane Jones agency. 


ABC'S NET IS $850,600 





FOR 6 MONTHS IN 1948 


American Broadcasting Co 

_its subsidiaries een Ee eee 
months of 1948 earned an esti-_ 
mated net of $850,000 (after fed-. 
/eral income taxes estimated at 


, $520,000), equivalent to 50c a Share 
/on 1,689,017 shares of $1. par com-— 


/mon steck. In the same period last 
year the net was $890,000, equal to 
53c a share. 


Gross income for the first half, 
of *48 amounted to $28,286,574, 


Same period the previous year. 
Edward J. Noble, ABC’s board 
chairman, owns 991,667 shares ‘or 
nearly 60%) of the common stock. 
Prexy Mark Woods holds another | 
37,000 shares, while exer veepee | 
Robert E. Kintner owns 36.000. 


WFIL Pacts Walsh 


Philadelphia, Aug. 17. 
George Walsh, vet. sperts an- 





‘nouncer, has been added to the 


staff of WFIL-TV, as television 
sports commentator. Formerly 
‘sports director for WHAS, Louis- 
ville. Waish’s voice is familiar to | 
\radio listeners from coast-to-ceast, 


‘have purchased stock owned by is exiting the job at the end of having been heard on the annual 


September teeoff and is being. op dg naam ners Pair August. It's an amicable parting | 


BER Bb tesa WHBE | Dietane Fes ode ch 


program 
doing the main eeccsleny danas 


‘t genera a by aay Siow 4 


a Misty bbiarh fe to Biaib oda stop 


month on a ranch in New Mexico. 





CBS broadcasis of the Kentucky 


it 
It had been expected that Phar-_ 


Cy Howard, writer-director-pro- 
‘ducer of “My Friend Irma,’ re- 


turned from Italy Thursday (123 
for 10 days of huddies with CBS 
brass in N. Y. before returning te 
the Coast to set the preem of 
| CBS’ new show, “The Little Immi- 
grant,” tone Mg $e, 30 re- 
|turn of * 

| He want two months abroad, 
chiefly in and around Rome col- 
lecting background material for 
“Immigrant.” He'll write, direct 
and produce the show in addition te 
continuing ‘the same chores on 
|“trma,” he said. (Some confusion 
exists on this point, since CBS 
program veepee Hubbell Robinson, 
Jr., says Howard simply will ‘‘su- 
pervise” the new stanza, with Hy. 
Kraft heading the writing staif and 


i +andedly 
ing “Oh, pe oe Bc: 





again be hen woe via tee LI read- 
‘ing an open letter to his mother 
in the Old Country. 

As for the taboos, Howard notes 
that “Immigrant,” like “Irma,” will 
run counter to the belief that N. Y. 
is ng. as locale for a comedy 
| Series. He disagrees violently with 
the theory that any stery about 
Manhattan has to involve two 
| Brooklyn dames, Macy's, and 
Myrtie-girdle jokes. “Immigrant,” 
toe, will buck the foreign-dialect 
‘taboo, but Howard points out that 
won't offer any grounds for 
1“ stereotyped character” charges. 


The Little t will be 
 satveer adele endorse aniatine 


\custom he doesn’t understand. 
Commenting on the film _ 


beamed Howard contended that both 
“Irma” and “immigrant” are natu- 
rals for television. “Irma’”’ 

‘im costume, 
:show will also be. Leads in 
jhave had film and stage 
lence: the characters look 
|parts; snest af ‘the eoquemees 

samme single setting. 


Navy Gratis ET's 


y 
i 
int 





‘country, has apparently fallen 
| through, it was learned this week. 
The hitch came when the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists 
_ refused to clear the deal unless full 
| performance fees were paid for 
the platters. 

George Heiler, AFRA’s national 
(exec secretary, confirmed yester- 
day (Tues.) that he had rejected 
\the project on any basis other than 
payment of the fees and had been 
upheld by the union's board in his 
Stand. 

it’s understeod that Bill Bailey, 
former NBCer now serving as a 
civilian radio consultant to Navy 
' recruiting, had the show idea fully 
Cleared except for AFRA. Talent 

and agencies gave Bailey a go- 
ahead during a recent trip to the 


TASS in ni tie eta era 


‘Cincinnati 
Seas 


vas far as the 
‘of Musicians was ay Cana 
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Group Gangs Up vs. 20th Bid to Bring 
Oakland Studio Into Frisco Hearings 





Washington, Aug. 17. + 


Hopes for 20th-Fox’s Oakland 
auxiliary studio being admitted in 
evidence in the San Francisco tele 
hearings grew dimmer as KROW 
— CBS and Television Cali- 
ornia in asking the FCC not to re- 
verse the motions commissioner’s 
decision. 

Twentieth was told at the hear- 
ing that its Oakland studio would 
be admitted in evidence if the 
commission granted its petition to 
amend. The motions commissioner 
denied it and 20th appealed to the 
entire Commission. 

As soon as 20th filed its appeal, 
Tele Cal. and CBS filed petitions 
to deny. KROW, local Oakland 
standard station, pointed out that 
20th’s “me too”. argument wasn't 
applicable. 20th claimed a right to 
amend since Paramount had been 
granted the right. KROW said the 
positions were different. It also 


ute to include an Oakland studio 
greatly upset KROW plans since 





~~# For Nothing? 
Washington, Aug. 17. 
One local attorney pointed 
out that 20th’s Oakland fight 
may be a tempest in a teapot 
since in tele any remote broad- 
cast is made from an “auxil- 
iary” studio because a sort of 
studio is set up for all remotes. 
Perhaps, he suggested, 20th 
is fighting for nothing. 
————— 


they had had no warning that any 








other applicant proposed an outlet 
in its territory. KROW is the only 


applicant proposing an Oakland 
outlet aside from 20th. KROW said 
it could show in concrete manner 
how it.would be prejudiced if FCC 
granted 20th’s petition to amend. 


. Par States Its Case 


Meanwhile, the other applicant 
in the fight for two remaining 
channels, Paramount, filed a letter 
late Friday (13) with FCC.. Par at- 
torney Karl Smith said Par stressed 


it neither opposes nor supports 


’ (Continued on page 30) 


Westinghouse In 
Airborne Rule Bid 


Washington, Aug. 17. 

Westinghouse Radio Stations last 
week asked the FCC to hold hear- 
ings, or a rule-making proceeding 
to amend FCC rules and regula- 
tions and standards, to authorize 
operation of airborne television 
stations using their Stratovision 
method. Westinghouse also asked 
FCC to continue all pending hear- 
ings and withhold action on author- 
izations which might conflict with 
this request. 

Westinghouse wants to operate 
Stratovision over its KDKA outlet 
on channel eight in Pittsburgh. It 
would operate with a main studio 
in Pittsburgh and a plane flying 
about 30 miles.west of Pittsburgh. 

The short distance grounded TV 
carries makes it desirable to ele- 
wate the antenna, Westinghouse 
said, in order to increase tele range 
to 200 miles. co 

The company pointed out that it 
could operate Stratovision, (1) 
without objectionable interference 
to any other construction permit 
holder; (2) without reducing the 





number of channels assigned to any 


city in the U. S. or Canada; and 


(3) without reducing the classifi- 


cation of any channel. 


» 


Laurie’s Nifty 

Joe Laurie, Jr. observes that 
the WJZ-TV inaugural pro- 
gram from the Palace, along 
with the Ed Sullivan (Toast of 
the Town) and Texaco Star 
Theatre programs “prove that 
television will not bring vaude- 
ville back, but that vaudeville 
will help television stay.” 





} 


| agency, 








WFIL Renews 
Warriors Sked 


Philadelphia, Aug. 17. 
For the second successive season 
the complete home schedule of the 


i : ‘8° | Warriors, local entry in th ‘ " 
said changing plans at the last min- | ; s, local entry in the Basket 


ball Assn. of America, will be tele- 
cast over WFIL-TV. 

The Norge Co., manufacturers of 
refrigerators and household appli- 
ances, through its local distrib. 
Trilling and Montague, will again 
pick up the tab. Campbell-Ewald 
Detroit, placed the ac- 
count. 

The games will be telecast every 
Tuesday and Thursday evening, be- 
ginning Nov. 4, when the Warriors 
open their season here. The games 
will be played at the Arena, di- 
rectly adjacent to WFIL-TV’s stu- 
dios. Prior to their sponsorship 
of the basketball telecasts last 
year, Trilling and Montague had 
never made use of video as an ad- 
vertising medium. 


Mpls. Ball Attendance 
vw es 
Is‘ Up, With Management 
Crediting KSTP ‘Airing 
Minneapolis, Aug. 17. 

KSTP televising of American 
Assn. baseball games here since 
the start of the home season ap- 
parently has helped ball park at- 
tendance rather than hurt it, man- 
agement of this Giants’ farm team 
finds. At any rate, Minneapolis, 
not so high in standings as at 
corresponding time last season 
when there was no television, is 
18,000 ahead in attendance for the 
first 43 games. 

Moreover, attendance currently 
is running considerably ahead of 
the same last year period and is 
sure to break alltime local records, 
despite the fact that the amuse- 
ment business generally is on the 
downgrade. Ball club feeling is 
that TV has stimulated baseball 
interest here. 

Other Twin City club, St. Paul, 
owned by Brooklyn Dodgers, re- 
fused permission to televise games. 
Although team has been higher in 
standings than last year, its attend- 
ance shows a drop. 
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HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 
It Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS 
and in person 
“Stop the Music” 
Currently Capito! Theatre, N. Y. C. 








Sports Receipts Hold Up as TV Cuts 
Sharply Into Other Fields, Sez Survey 


+ 


+ Despite the scare television has 





Roach Changes Name 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Hal Roach has changed the name 








Disney Hats In 
19-Station Net 
¢  Bankroll Pact 


Most expansive television net- 
work yet devised was rounded up 
this week by Disney Hats with the 
pacting to bankroll the NBC News 
Review of the Week reel on 19 
stations throughout the country. 
Series tees off Sept. 5, with Dis- 
ney shooting a $125,000 bankroll 
for the 17-week contract. Number 
of stations is possible because the 
reel, of course, is on film. 

Grey ad agency, which set the 
deal, copped another TV plum 
this week by bringing Macy’s, 
N. Y. department store, into tele. 
Store starts an extensive spot cam- 
paign on all six N. Y. stations Sept. 
6, plugging its 6°o budget policy. 
Campaigit will use one-minute 
animated film cartoons, produced 
by the Fletcher Smith studios, 
N. Y. 

Disney, according to a Grey 
spokesmen, has decided to con- 
centrate practically its entire ad 
budget cn tele. Agency hopes to 
round up at Jeast 33 TV stations 
for the newsreel by the end of the 
year, adding them to the string as 
they come on the air. Reel is a 
special edition edited by NBC’s 
Paul Alley. It’s been sponsored 
locally to: date over WNBT (NBC, 
N.Y.) by Oldsmobile: * 





Rudy Bretz, formerly assistant 
news and special events manager 
at the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, 
upped to production manager for 
the station, with Austin O. Huhn, 
former writer-director, named to 
assist him. New production depart- 
ment includes studio management, 





art department and traffic. 





Inside Television 


In its appeal to affiliates about holding the line on network exclu- 


of his video company from Halro 
Television Corp, to Hal 
Television Corp. 

Firm was_ incorporated three 
months ago and capitalized origin- 
j ally at $2,000,000. Roach expects 
ito get under way with @Jm produc- 
‘tion end of this month. 


Weekly Palace 
Show Stymied 


There had been talk of originat- 
ing a weekly vaudeo show from the 
stage of the Palace theatre, N. Y., 
in the wake of the all-star bill put 
on for WJZ-TV‘’s inaugural last 
week. But plan is pigeon-holed 
now, said an ABC official, until the 
jurisdictional dispute with the In- 
ternational Alliance Theatrical 
Stage Employees is settled. 

Meantime, the federal court 
hearing slated last Thursday (12) 
on injunction proceedings brought 
against IA by ABC has been post- 








poned to next Wednesday (25) and | 


a restraining order forbidding the 
union from interfering with any 
web pickup from theatres was con- 
tinued in effect. 

In Cleveland, where IA was in 
convention this week, prexy Rich- 
ard F. Walsh declared the ABC 
action would be fought all the way 


to the Supreme Court, if necessary, | 


to get redress. 

Walsh also bitterly assailed the 
National Labor Relations Board as 
having ignored IA’s_ established 
jurisdiction in the sphere of thea- 
trical television. 

Union dispute arose on the eve 
of the WJZ-TV inaugural when IA 
demanded 50°% of the jurisdiction 
over TV cameras installed in the 
| Palace. ABC, bound by contract 
to give full jurisdiction to National 
Assn. of Broadcasting Engineers 
and Technicians, took the stale- 
mate to NLRB and got a restrain- 
ing order against IA. 


Textiles Taking TY Dip 
Via Bates Show, to Open 
New Heavy-Coin Market 


Multi-million dollar textile in- 
dustry, long considered a natural 
for television advertising, took the 
first step into video this week with 
the inking of Bates Fabrics, N. Y. 
house, to bankroll a weekly 20-min- 
ute show over the NBC-TV web 
starting Sept. 8. It’s to star Kyle 
MacDonnell and Johnny Downs 
and have a weekly complement of 
guest artists. 
Sawyer. 





dustries have almost completely 
bypassed radio because of the ob- 
vious difficulty in trying to sell 
their products via mere oral de- 
scriptions. 


Roach | 


'thrown into the minds of sports 
| promoters throughout the country, 
| the new medium was found by a 
/ recent survey to have no appreci- 
| able effect on gate receipts of such 
events as wrestling, boxing, base- 
ball, etc. The new study on tele’s 
effects on family activities was con- 
ducted during the last several 
months by the television research 
bureau of Hofstra College, Hemp- 
stead, L. I. 

While the survey, conducted un- 
der the supervision of Dr..Thomas 
E. Coffin, would thus tend to ease 
the fears of sports magnates, it has 
a reverse message for execs in the 
films, radio, niteries and other 
fields of entertainment. In a poll 
taken among 137 TV set-owning 
families, compared with an equal 
number of non-set owning families, 
it was discovered that the total 
participation in entertainment out- 
side the home declined 24° among 
those families possessing TV sets, 

Radio Worse Hit 

Film attendance is down 20%, 
with 59% of the TV families re- 
porting they now attend less than 
before buying their sets. Radio 
listening is the most seriously hit, 
| with listening hours dropping 26% 
for daytime and 68% for nighttime. 
While tele is thus seen to keep the 
\family group more at home, con- 
‘centration on the screen precludes 
any increase in usual home activi- 
| ties. Survey disclosed a dropoff of 
/ 18% in the amount of reading done, 
for example, although there was no 
shift shown in the proportion of 
time devoted to newspapers, maga- 
zines and books. 

White the survey showed the 
dropoff among set-owners at sports 

(Continued on page 30) 


FCC in Waiver 
On LA. Permit 


Washington, Aug. 17. 

FCC last week granted construc- 
| tion permits for two new tele sta- 
'tions in Jacksonville, Fla. Hold- 
|ers are Jacksonville Broadcasting 
_Corp. on channel six, and the Met- 
‘ropolis Co. on channel eight. 

| Earle C. Anthony of Los Angeles 
‘vas granted special temperary au- 
thority to commence TV operation 
with facilities specified in construc- 
tion permit. Anthony was told he 
could operate not less than six 
hours per week, which six hours 
be spread over three days per week 
of operation until Oct. 6, in an un- 
usual waiver by FCC. 

TV permits were sought during 
the last week by 20th-Fox of St. 
Louis for channel nine; Granite 
District Broadcasting Co. for chan- 
nel nine at Salt Lake City; Sun- 
shine Television Corp. for chan- 








Agency is James P./| nel 10 at 


rlando; Television Ta- 
coma for channel four at Tacoma, 


Both the textile and fashion in- | Wash.; Charleston Broadcasting Co. 
| for channel 13 at Charleston, W. 
| Va; 
| Corp. for cha 


Mid-America Broadcasting 
el 13 at Louisville; 
and Charles E. Salik for channel 





sivity, NBC has been stressing the- point that it will for some time be 
making a great sacrifice when it comes to feeding them with sustaining 
film product. Stance taken by NBC is that such affiliates should resist 
the pffer of sponsored shows from other networks in light of the fact 
that NBC has arranged to price its programs specially made for video 
on the basis of 50 stations, thereby effecting quite a savings for the 
small number of affiliates already in operation. 





RCA’s long-awaited 16-inch television viewing tube, believed to be 
the first to use both glass and metal, will not go into full production 
until early next year. A few models have already been turned over 
to set manuitacturers using RCA equipment for experimental purposes 
and RCA itself hopes to have a few sets with the new tube out in 
time for Christmas, but the present limited capacity at the company’s 


The reallocation needed to clear 
channel eight at Pittsburgh for 
Stratovision would service approxi- 


Lancaster (Pa.) tube plant will hold up early mass production. 
RCA this week scotched reports that the tube was to be incorporated 


_ Tele, -with its sight-| six at San Diego. 
and-sound impact combined, was FCC gave litenses for experi- 
considered their near-perfect. ad | mental TV relay stations to Bremer 
medium, but only two or three | Broadcasting Corp., Newark; Earle 
fashion accounts have taken to the |C, Anthony, Los Angeles, and Pa- 
TV waves to date. Spring Maid! cific Video Pioneers, Pasadena. 
wee sponsored the Yankee foot- | 

all games on the DuMont web last | 
ogc <-z" Bates’ show. will ve | DUMONT IN 1ST SALUTE 
| the first one for that industry to be | ; 
| built around textile products. | ES 
| Titled “Girl About Town,” the : TO ARMED SERVIC 
/show will emphasize topical show First armed services show 6n 
| business events in its format. With | television teed off last (Tues.) 
|night with “a half-hour 


Miss MacDonnell playing the role : 
| of a TV star and Downs her press- ‘titled “Your Army — 1948.” Suc- 
ceeding shows, produced in the 








program 


| 


| agent, the two will take viewers be- 


mately 6,000,000 additional people, 


Westinghouse said. 


FCC was also asked to clear the 


ment, 


' 


proposal with the Canadian govern- 





r J 
Godal’s ‘Cartoonews’ 


Eric Godal, former political car- 
toonist for the Marshall Field 
geuers including PM inow the 

. Y. Star), has been pacted by 
Gainesborough Associates, indie 
outfit, to do a five-minute cross- 
_the-board TV show. 


Be et @,. titled: » *Cartoonews,¥ 
+ Yeates God doihk sketches vf 


+ 
ures ; 
-human interest stories in the day’s 
zaews. _ 


into the present 10-inch table model set at no price increase, declar- 
ing the question of price hadn't yet been determined. Said to be a 


the face made of glass, which will reportedly provide both better def- 
inition and clarity and longer life at lower cost. 





Test-pattern “shows” on tele are popular, too. Housewives are re- 
pvorting that when they’re too busy to watch their sets, or aren’t in- 
terested in the stanzas being aired, or no shows are on, they often 
switch on their receivers just to get the continuous music played by 
many of the TV stations while showing only their test patterns. The 
music is usually well selected, on the light classical or musicomedy 
side; it’s clear as FM—and, what's more, no commercials! 





Spelling-out technique which has carried over from radio in the 
copy for commercials seems strangely out of place and highly super- 
f s ‘in, TV, } Case in point are the Benrus tjmesignals.. Lhere)cer- 
tainly ‘aren’t enough’ illiterates in the U) S: to justify 
nouncer intone “B-E-N-R-U-S” when the name of ‘the 





i 


product is right 
there on the screen, 


perfect vacuum-type tube, it has the cone sides made of metal, with | 


Ving the an- | 7 


| hind the scenes of new Broadway 
shows, niteries and other events. 
|“For Your Pleasure,” Miss Mac- 
Donnell’s current show on _ the 
NBC-TV web, is to continue but 
with a revamped format. Sue- 
cessor to the songstress for 


“Pleasure” hasn't yet been deter- 
mined. 


Whitehall’s DuMont Buy 


The Mary Kay and Johnny show 
has been bought by Whitehall 
Pharmacal and starts Oct. 3 on 
NBC-TV. Currently on WABD-TV 
(DuMont): -it will be: spotted at 7 

:20: p.m. Sundays) ii) te te. 
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample is the 
agency. 











_studios of WABD, DuMont’s N.Y. 
flagship station, will be devoted to 
the Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force 
and Coast Guard. 

Shows are to be done live, with 
occasional use of stills and film. 
Drill teams will perform betore 
the DuMont cameras and modern 
Army insignia wiil be explained. 
Series is produced by Jack Rayel, 
who also narrates. WABD pro- 
gram manager Tony Kraber di- 
rects. 





Beaumont, Tex.—Lufkin Amuse- 
ment Co. has applied to the FCC 
for permit for a television outle 
me rate here on channel No. 10. 

tat 


? ld ‘operate with 28.4 
on ‘wou ope 42 aural 


kw. visual power and 1 
power on 192-198 mc. 
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HEAT OFF TV 





Bistime Giveaways to Get TV Billing, Ait PiITS TEMP. 
Despite FCC Stance, Via ‘Bank's Bow — 79) 74 FATES 


Bigtime giveaways are due for¢ 


television billing this fall, if not 
sooner. This week ABC-TV pacted 
Bristol - Myers, which 
“Break the Bank” on the ABC net- 
work, to sponsor simultaneous air- 


bankrolls | 


ing of the quizzer starting Oct. 22. | 


It’s expected the telecast will be 


earried on WJZ-TV, N. Y., and at | 


Jeast four other ABC-TV outlets. 
B-M deal is the second piece of 
TV web bankrolling picked up by 
ABC in a few days, although WJZ- 
TV, the net’s key outlet, hit the 
gir only a week ago. Mosler Safe 
Co., N. Y., has signed to pick up 
the tab on ‘Quizzing the News,” a 
half-hour show built by ABC, start- 


| 
| 


ing early October. Pact is for five- | 


station airing, for 52 weeks, at an 
overall time and talent cost of 
about $3,000 weekly. Price of the 
show is $800. Albert Frank-Guen- 
ther Law agency placed the billing. 

Full details of “‘Bank’s” TV air- 
ing, including exact number of out- 
lets, are still to be worked out, via 
the Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield 
agency. Bristol-Myers foresight- 
edly took tele rights to the quizzer 
two years ago. Having thus per- 
ceived the possibilities of adapt- 
ing the stanza to video, the bank- 
roller wasn’t hard to convince once 
ABC had TV network facilities to 
offer. « 

Bristol - Myers’ willingness to 
plunk additional coin on a give- 
away appears to refute the belief 
that sponsors will shy completely 
from this format at least until it’s 
given a clean bill of health by the 
FCC. On the other hand, execs in- 
volved in the “Bank” deal point 
out that, as nearly as can be as- 
certained at this point, the quizzer 


could be brought into line with the | 


FCC's proposed new rules by the 
timple expedient of axing its 
Phone gimmick. And, it’s noted, 
Bank” was a strong rating-getter 
long before the phone-call feature 
Was added. 

“Bank” is cufrently No. 4 in 
Hooper's stakes. , 


Five Clients On 
McBride Airer 


New television series starring 
WNBC s (N.Y.) star Mary Margaret 
McBride was set this week to tee 
off on NBC-TV’s east coast net- 


work Sept. 21, with five separate 
clients of the Newell-Emmett ad 





agency bankrolling segments of | 


the 50-minute show. It’s slotted 
in the Tuesday night 9 to 9:50 
Spot, immediately following “Tex- 
aco Star Theatre.” 

Despite the presence of five dif: 
ferent Sponsors, the show won't be 
# participating program. Instead, 
its to constitute five separate 
shows, consecutively. Format will 
follow that established by Miss 
McBride on her AM program, fea- 
turing mostly interviews with 
guest celebs, done in the NBC- 
TV studios. Variety acts will also 


presented when they fit into 


the format. ; 


li Sponsors include Sherwin - Wil- 
lams, Proctor Electric, Sylvania 
Electric Products, Holmes & Ed- 
wards division of International 
Silver and Sunshine Biscuits* Con- 


for 13 weeks, 


AGENCIES CAN NOW GET 
TELEVISION LOWDOWN 


Fe Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
m ote World Productions, headed 
rsd ed Robinson, is sending out a 

rochure on the costs and techni- 
ques of television commercials to 
ad agencies and video stations 
throughout the country. 








No Harm Meant 
Chicago, Aug. 17. 

Engineers ready to telecast 
the first test patfern of WNER- 
TV Thursday (12) found that 
the regular slide hadn’t ar- 
rived, so they called a camera 
shop and got a Walt Disney 
product. Slide showed the Big | 
Bad Wolf and two little pigs. 

Viewers at Chi’s two other 
tele stations, WBKB and WGN- 
TV, interpreted the slide as a 
sly rio, but WENR-TV engi- 
neers insist it was used mere- 
ly because of its linear quali- 
ties. 








VIA ‘COOL’ LIGHTS 





The heat’s off television actors— 
and it’s all because TV producers 
have finally incorporated motion 
picture lighting techriques into 
their work. Result is as good, if 


‘not better, than studio lighting, 


with about one-fifth the heat in; 
which tele’ performers once swel- | 
tered. 


|N. Y.) studios where, according to | 
/production manager John DeMott, | 
ithe hottest spet on any set now in | 
use is 74 degrees. Chief reason for 


this, DeMott said, is that CBS | 


‘lighting is now being handled by | 
|George J. 


Stoetzel, former film | 
cameraman in France and Ger- 
many and associated in this coun- | 
try on many films with producer | 
Louis de Rochemont. Stoetzel uses | 


,% 
v- 


TV Fight Blackouts Seen as Result 








= 


Of 13-Mile Radius Stance in D. C 


WPIX’s Kosenkina Beat 


In the speediest scene-to- 
screen achievement vet chalk- 
up by any television station, 
the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX 
had a newsreel fiim of the 
piunge of Mrs. Oskana Kosen- 
kina from the third-floor win- 


System has been tried and| dow of the Soviet consulate, 
‘proven at the WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y., on the air less than 
three-and-a-half hours after 


the event occurred last Thurs- 
day (12). 

Telepix newsreel crew got 
to the scene as the Soviet 
school teacher lay on _ the 
pavement in the rear of the 
consulate, and stayed until she 
was carried to an ambulance. 
Jump took place at 4:20 p. m., 
with the pictures hitting the 


Washington, Aug. 17. 

Fight promoters’ fears of televi- 
sion coverage cutting into their 
gate receipts may result in a policy 
of TV blackouts in the localities 
where bouts are staged, while sta- 
tions in other areas are permitted 
to aif them. 

Such a prospect loomed this 
week in the circumstances sur- 
rounding a deal by CBS-TV to pick 


up the Ezzard Charles - Jimmy 
Bivins heavyweight contender 


match here Sept. 13. Promoters of 
the fight specified that the telecast 
couldn’t be aired within a 75-mile 
vadius of Washington. That not 
only cut out D.C., but also Balti- 
more (where WMAR-TYV is a CBS 
affiliate), with the result that the 
fisticuffs will be seen only via 
WCAU-TV, Philadelphia; WCBS- 
TV, N. Y., and WNAC-TV, Boston. 





Pauley Firm Wants 


‘Whackat Thackrey 
LA. Video Station 


Washington, Aug. 17. 
Southern California Television 
|Co., newly organized Los Angeles 
| firm, last week asked the FCC for 


la chance to bid for the Dorothy | 
| Thackrey tele station KLAC-TV in | 


| L.A. 


Ed Pauley, who is trying for a | 


ichannel in San Francisco with his 


Television California, and five other | 


| prominent Coast business men, are 
| officials and stockholders of South- 
lern. 

\with Thackrey pending FCC ap- 
proval. 


| Southern asked FCC to require , 
|Thackrey and Warners to specify | 


|the consideration being paid for 
/KYA, San Francisco; and KLAC 


'and KLAC-Ty, in Los Angeles sep- | 


‘arately. It also asked that through 
‘the AVCO rule, 60 days will be al- 
lowed for competing bids. 

The company said it understood 
that Warners was paying $1,045,000 
for the “package” deal, and intend- 
ed to sell KLAC as soon as the deal 
went through, in order to maintain 
its other radio interests in L. A. 
Warners is trying to buy the Thack- 
rey television construction permit, 
Southern said. 

Southern atso objected to the 
“package” deal. It wants to oper- 
ate a tele station on channel 13. 
now allocated to KLAC-TV, and 
feels it should have a chance to bid 
on the L. A. station, regardless of 
disposal of the San Francisco out- 





et. 
| FCC doesn’t require separate 


| Valuations on AM and FM stations 
|in the same city, but Southern 
pointed out that TV was a different 
matter. 
channels for all applicants, but too 
few TV channels, it said. 

If FCC listens to Southern the 
long-awaited Trackrey-Warner deal 


will be further delayed by at least | 


'60 days. 
Four Name Programs 


; 





| Packaged By Lyons 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Four television programs featur- 
ing Bebe Daniels, Anita Colby, 


t : | Vera Vague and Diana Lynn have 
Tact for the show, which was | been packaged and are being ped- 
packaged by Newell-Emmett, runs |died by Wynn Hocamora of A&S 


Lyons. 

Miss Daniels, who will do “In- 
side Hollywood with Bebe,” a be- 
hind the scenes idea, and Mill Col- 
by’s program, which will be a 
charm and fashion show, will both 


telepic will roll at Roach studios 
probably as a Hal Roach Television 
production. Miss Colby’s vidfilm 
will go at Motion Picture Center. 
Miss Vague will do a comedy 
teleprogram and Miss Lynn a 
| musical TV show titled “The Di- 





Robinson's pamphlet outlines; ana Lynn Music Shop.” Four 
Adeas for. TV, ,commercials. gives: packages, will be 15. minute shots 
Cost, breakdowns. and establishes | with Miss Vague and Miss Lynn 


new ways of, presenting to same | probably ,doing their shots live, 
j according to Rocamora. 


old commercial. 


Varner Bros. has made a deal | 


There are plenty of FM | 


Via New Toronto Plant 


5m. Mi niel’s | 
a oe ee og ‘channels allotted to-Canada have | 


only standard 


lighting system flexible and con- 
trollable through _ techniques 
learned while working on films. 


Through this method, he said, he’s | 


been able to achieve better results 
with less heat. 

On “Face the Music,” for ex- 
ample, a 15-minute across-the- 
board show, Stoetzel uses only five 
‘lights for the entire set, where the 
|show formerly used 31. WCBS-TV 
formerly used 700-800 candlelight 
of power for its key lighting, which 
'Stoetzel has since brought down to 
'100. Same modification in lighting 
has been carried out at the Maxine 
'Elliott theatre, N. Y., which CBS- 
TV now uses as a supplementary 
studio, although not to so great a 
degree. Fact that the lights aren’t 
mobile in the theatre precludes 
their flexibility, Stoetzel pointed 
out. 

Part of the secret, Stoetzel be- 
\lieves, lies in training directors to 
‘use lights for the best possible re- 
sults. Despite its elimination of 
‘the multi-banked lights, which for- 
/merly gave off such tremendous 
| heat, WCBS-TV has found it pos- 
sible to stage better productions, 
| getting a greater variety of camera 
angles, with the lesser light. Stoet- 
'zel also works on set designing 
‘with chief designer Richard Rych- 
‘tarik to get the light down pat in 
‘advance of set construction. 
Lighting expert is now working 
,on a system that will make possible 
the lighting of a new set imme- 
'diately. As he put it, it will be pos- 
| sible to “slap up a set, loss in two 
‘scaffolds and have lights immedi- 
ately.” System will be tested as 
‘soon as the new WCBS-TV studio 


‘are completed. 


Leading British Outfit 
~ To Hypo Canadian Video 





Toronto, Aug. 17. 

Hypoing the dormant television 
situation in Canada, the British 
firm of Pye, Lid., manufacturers 
of television and electronic equip- 
ment, has completed negotiations 
with the Canadian government to 
‘establish an overseas branch here 
‘and has leased 14,000 square feet 
of space in what was a shell-filling 
‘plant here during the war years. 

Considered a pioneer in the 
radar field, Pye, Ltd., employs 
some 5000 people in its English 
plant. Meanwhile some 50 key 
technicians will sail immediately 


from Britain to make the neces- | 
' Theatre” for 
ihe’d been approached to take over 
ithe agency job, but declared nego- 


sary installations in the new Ca- 
nadian plant and will concen- 
trate on television equipment. It 
isn’t knuwn yet how many people 
will be employed in the work here. 

At the present time, the TV 


not been distributed yet by the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
which, in the nationalized radio 
setup. will retain the choicer chan- 
nels itself. Numerous requests for 
TV licenses from Canadian _in- 
, dependents are piling up but de- 
cision, on, these, ,ane way ,or, an- 
| oiier: won't be determined until 
after a meeting of the CBS board 
of -governors, Oct. 1. 


incandescent and | 
fluorescent lamps, but keeps the | 


Ee 


‘agency as TV head. 
stays with NBC, going to the Coast 
|aS program director of KNBH ‘Los 
| Angeles) in the fall as originally 
! planned. 


air at 7:30 p. m. as part of the 
regularly - scheduled ‘Telepix 
reel. Stills of the event were 
also shewn twice during the 
evening and were blown up for 
use in the News: 








Emerson Move 


Seen as Knell 
To Price Cuts 


Any possibility for a reduction 
in the price of television receivers 
this year is apparently more re- 
| mote than ever now because of the 
general inflation which has hit the 
_nation’s economy. Emerson Radio 
announced over the weekend a 
price boost effective Sept. 1 on all 
|radio and TV sets and its move is 
expected to be followed soon by 
other leading manufacturers. 

Set producers until now had 
hoped to be able at least to keep 
their prices on an even keel, since 
the cost of component parts would 
prohibit any substantial reduction 
at this time. Instead of lower- 
ing prices, most manufacturers 
planned to incorporate new and 
improved features into present 
models in order to continue luring 
the publi¢ to buy. 

That, however, was before in- 
flation took hold. In announcing 
Emerson’s price boost, prexy Ben- 
jamin Abrams pointed out that the 
hike was made necessary by in- 
creased cost of labor and materials. 
He revealed. his company had re- 








leently granted an 8° wage in-. 


| crease to factory employees. This, 
| combined with the steadily mount- 
ing cost of components, he said, 
led to the overall price rise. 

Specifie price revisions are to be 


| announced as soon as cost calecula- 


Winner of the Charles-Bivins 
match is expected to be signed for 
a go against Jersey Joe Walcott 

| late in September or early in Octo- 
| ber, perhaps also in Washington. 
| Possible upshot, of course, is that 
capital area fight fans may likewise 
be denied a TV view of this battle. 
| It’s believed that, despite claims 
in some quarters that tele doesn’t 
hurt sports events gates, promo- 
ters of the upcoming fight here 
noted the beefs in Philadelphia last 
month when televising of the light- 
| weight championship fight there 
during the Democratic convention 


apparently cut deeply into the 
ringside turnout. 
Charles - Bivins bout is being 


sponsored by the Variety Club 
here, with Gabe Menendez as pro- 
moter and Charles Walker, D. C. 
attorney, repping the club. CBS- 
TV, with ‘ho outlet in Washington 
at present, arranged with WMAL- 
TV, D. C., to provide the pickup 
and feed the web. Russ Hodges will 
do the blow-by-blow ‘descriptions. 
Telecast will be bankrolled by Bal- 
lafitine Beer. 


NY’s Football 
~ Scramble Bigger 


| 
| Fall football picture for: televi- 
sion began to take shape this 
week, with announcements that 
American Tobacco (Luickies) would 
‘sponsor eight Ivy League games 
_over the DuMont web and that 
_the professonial Brooklyn Dodgers 
had assigned TV rights to WCBS- 
TV Wet 

With three new stations on the 
‘air in the metropolitan N. Y. area, 
the’ scramble for football rights 
‘has been intensified this year, with 
the result that rights to several 
teams are still in the hopper. In 
1947, CBS-TV carried the Dodgers 





tions are completed. Current Emer- and Columbia Univ. games, NBC- 
/son prices range from $14.95 for a TV had the pro N. Y. Giants and 
table model radio to $495 for a most of the Army games, and Du- 


combination phono-radio-TV set. 


Sobol te KNBH as Planned; 








bol, contrary to previous reports, 
won't move over to the Kudner ad 
Instead, he 


Sobol, who directs “Texaco Star 
Kudner, confirmed 


tiations had fallen through. His 
'Coast departure, incidentally, has 
been delayed a month fintil Oct. 1. 


NBC Pacts WBAL — 


NBC television this week pacted 
an affiliation contract with WBAL- 
TV, Baltimore, owned and operat- 
,ed by Hearst Radio. 

Contract is retroactive to last 





| May ly since, WBAL-TV_ has ;-been 


picking up NBC shows since that 
‘date. WBAL, Hearst’s AM outlet 
_in Balto, is also affiliated with NBC. 


Mont had the Yankees, as well as 
, several college games. 
| WJZ-TV (ABC) has alread 
‘picked up rights to-the Giants 
this yveac but so far hasn't snagged 


Kudner Deal Falls Thru a sponsor. DuMont will repeat on 


NBC television director Ed So- 


the Yankees, with Chevrolet pay- 
ing the freight. Who will carry 
which college games remains in 
doubt. Chesterfields has bought 
rights to Columbia contests but 
‘hasn't yet decided on the outlet. 
Rights to most of the other east- 
ern coilege teams are held by 
Luckies, whose agency, N. W. Ayer, 
is -currently drawing up a com- 
plete schedule of station assign- 
ments. 


Hub’s First Telecast 


Boston, Aug. 17. 

The first regularly skedded live 
studio telecast from the Hub hits 
the air tomorrow (Wed.)_ at 
7:15 p.m. 

WBZ-TV will telecast a very im- 
portant New England = subject, 
namely the weather, with a series 
of forecasts given. by‘an M: LI. T. 
professor.. Dr. James Austin, in @ 
five-minute sustaining shot Wed- 
nesday through Sunday. 
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TELEVISION REVIEWS 
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Wednesday, August 18, 1948 . 





ABC Pulls Out All 


Stops for Its 


- TV Inaugural with Dream Vaudeo 


By DICK DOAN - 


In keeping with what seems to. 
standard pat-. 


have become 
tern for launching a TV station, 
ABC last week pulled out all the 
stops for the getaway: of its first 
owned and operated station, WJZ- 
TV, N. Y., the sixth video outlet 
to hit the air in- the Gotham area. 
It was a grandiose affair, built on 
high intentions, with some bold 
pretensions. It had some moments 
of high.dramatic and entertain- 
ment value, notably during its air- 
ing of a two-part dream show 
as it might have played the old 
Palace theatre. Televiewers have 
never before seen a show quite 
matching that one, and possibly 
never will again. 

Best function of the remainder 
of the long evening’s agenda was 
its showcasing of the station's 
future fare, with top billing in this 
sequence going, deservedly, to Al- 
len Funt's “Candid Microphone.” | 
Slices of other stanzas were some- 
what less promising. The formali- 


“ties attendant and apparently 





W3Z-TV INAUGURAL 


With Beatrice Lillic, James Barton, 
Ella Legan, Paul Whiteman, 
Menry Morgan, Pat Rooney, Sr.; 
Ray Belger, Gus Van; Willie, 
West & MeGinty; Buck & Bub- 
bies; Walter Dare Wahi & Joe; 
Cariten Emmy’s Mad Wags, 
Mary Raye & Naldi, Jules Lenz-| 
burg & orch, all from stage of: 
Palace theatre; Edward J. Noble, | 
Mark Weeds, Grover Whalen, 
Wayne Coy, other officials; | 
“Hayleft Heedewn,” Allen Funt’s 
“Candid Microphone,” “Holly- 
weed Screen Test,” “Cartoon 
Telenews,” ether sample pre- 
grams; New York City Golden 
Jubilee parade; dancers and 
singers eof foreign nationality 
greups; virtually all of ABC’s 
cemmentaters and many pro- 
gram stars; George Hicks, Mil- 
ten Cross, Walter Kiernan, 
Pauline Frederick, Remo Vin- 
cent as emcees 

Producer: Paul Mowrey, assisted 
by Burke Crotty 

Palace show preducer: Larry Puck 

Technical Supervisor: George 
Milme 

4 Hrs., 37 Mins.; Tues., (16), 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from N. Y., Philadelphia, 
Washingten 





necessary to the occasion—re- 
marks by ABC toppers Edward J.) 
Noble and Mark Woods, city 
greeter Grover Whalen, FCC) 
Chairman Wayne Coy (picked up 
from Washington) and others—_ 
were commendably brief. The_ 
program’s weakest segments were 
those saluting the city’s Golden 
Jubilee. Civic-minded as this tie- 
up was, and perhaps spectacular , 
on paper, it jelled into nothing 
mere than a couple of fillers. (It 
must be noted that, due to unex-— 
pected last minute obstruction by 
the gendarmes, ABC had to move 
its “block party” sequence from 
Duffy Square, where it might have 
had more color, into a bare studio 
where it came off as a foriniess 
run-through of polyglot song and 
dance numbers. Ii was a discor-. 
dant amateurish interlude amidst 
the wealth of expert professional 
talent.) 

The tation of ABC's bat- 
tery of gabbers, seated around 
tables in a restaurant setting, was 
stiff and lacking in showmanship. 
The sampling of shows had an un- 
rehearsed. thrown - together air. 
The lighting, staging, camera 
werk were occasionally faulty. But. 
considering ali things—that TV 
techniques are everywhere still in| 
an experimental! stage at this point: 
that ABC was badly handicapped 
by shortage of studio space: that 
the long array of sequences repre- 
sented an immense amount of 
mebilization and coordination— 
the teeoff came across amazingly 
well, with nothing worse than 
minor hitches. Web's video direc- 
tor Paul Mowrey and his crew rate 
an A-plus for effort and plenty of 
kudos for overall performance. 

The Palace bill, aside from its 
seck entertainment payoff as a 
nostalgic revival of the top vauge 
fare of yesteryear, presented for 
ES EER CR RENT RNS OE NR a CN ame 





Stop It! 
bout time the reviewers 


a 
and the _ television bunch 
over vaudeville 


trade observers some _ interesting 
developments. Acts by singles and | 
duos were comparatively simple 
TV pickups, offering televiewers 
an even closer than front-row seat 
closeup ef perfermers’ facial ex-) 
pressions. On the other hand, the | 
closeup camera (several rows back 
from the orch pit), possibly due to 
its from-under angle, squashed! 
some of the stars’ images (notably 
Ella Logan and James Barton) 
with murderously unflattering ef- 
fect. Also, the cameras had an 
exasperating way, it was found, of 
often cgling the wrong person—or 
part of a person—that the viewer 
wanted to see. (Le. the pickup 
would switch to a long shot mid- 
way through a closeup sequence | 
you wanted to see; two performers | 
would be bantering and you only | 
saw one; Ray Bolger’s feet were* 
dancing and you only saw his face. 
or vice-versa.) The fault seemed | 
to lie in too frequent camera | 
switches, striving for variety and | 
action when both of these were | 
inherent in the act itself, and often | 
ill-timed or poorly selected 
switches. 

As for the calibre of the Palace | 
billi—what can be said of such top 
acts as Bea Lillie, Barton, Miss 
Logan, Bolger, et al., that hasn’t | 
been said before? It was terrific | 
entertainment. Pat Rooney, Sr., 
was. absolutely inspired. Bolger 
handled his difficult emceeing role 
with a thoughtful checkrein on 
nostalgic emotion. The brief re- 
vival of vaudeville’s heyday was 
complete even to Jules Lenzberg 
batoning the pit orch. 

It was a bill to end all Palace 
bills from a talent cost standpoint, 
too. ABC laid out $14,000 for the 
one-nighter’s acts, not including 
Paul Whiteman’s band and the pit 
orch, whereas the total cost of a 
week’s acts in the Palace’s best 
years usually hovered around 
$10,000. 

For some unapparent reason. the 
director of the Palace pickups 
favored two cameras, the closeup, 
which at times seemed almost too 
intimate, and a side balcony ike 
which seemed too far away on most 
occasions. A third camera, in cen- 
ter mezzanine, which afforded an 
undistorted and middle-distance 
view, was seldom used. 

Another discovery: all-over-the- 
stage acts like the Willie, West & 
McGinty bricklayers’ farce are dif- 
ficult pickups. The ike ogling the 
whole scene is too far back in the 


_ house to effectively display the 


act when it’s reduced to a tiny tele- 
screen, and cleseup shois are 
bound to miss 25 to 50% of the 
gags. It seems doubtful that a 
director, even if he knew the act 
as well as the performers them- 
selves, could satisfactorily prepest 
it on TV as it is traditionally per- 
formed. (On the other hand. the 
ikes were able to do beautifully by 
Cariton Emmy's dog act.) 

As TV material, the Palace bill 
put together by ABC’s Larry Puck, 
who knows his way around in show- 
biz, only verified what the “Texaco 


| Another ‘Ideal’ Bill 


In the heyday of vaudeville , 
VARIETY ran an intra-trade con- 
test for the se-called “ideal” 
vaudeville layout. Showmen 
from all walks. in those days, 
rather fancied themselves as 
expert bookers of bigtime 
vaudeville, 4nd many an inter- 
esting lineup of an “ideal” 
vaudeville bill was published. 


In light of the Palace’s one- 
night stand last Tuesday—a 
revival stunt for the WJZ-TV 
inaugural—with a “dream” 
bili that cost $14,000 for the 
basic talent, not counting the 
Jules Lenzberg (pit) and Paul 
Whiteman istage’ orchestras, 
this is the show adjudged the 
winner in Varrery’s content 
in 1911: 

Pederson Bros. 

Alice Lloyd 

Harry Lauder (he wasn’t Sir 

then) ‘ 

McIntyre & Heath 

Frank Keenan & &Ce. 

Intermission 

Jack Nerworth-Nora Bayes 

Julian Eltinge 

Nat Wills 

Annette Kellerman 





Tele Followup 











Duncan Sisters did a guest shot 


NEWS AND VIEWS 

With Walter Kiernan, guests 
Director: Bob Doyle 
Producer: John Madigan 

15 Mins.; Wed., 7 p. ™m. 


| Sustaining 


WIJZ-TYV, N. ¥. ; 
The search for a wholly satisfac- 
tory method of presenting news on 
tele, other than via newsreel, is 
still on. And WJZ-TV obviously 
hasn’t found it in this stanza. The 
viewer doesn’t get much news, or 
many views, either, despite the fact 
that the format seems to contain 
| the germ of a good program idea. 
Getaway sequence last week . 1) 
jopened with Walter Kiernan point- 
ing to a world map showing where 
|ABC’s news correspondents were 
‘stationed. Then he sat himself be- 
hind a small desk authentically 
cluttered with books, papers, etc., 
‘and introduced, sitting on either 
side of him, a couple from Con- 
necticut and a gentleman from Mis- 
souri. It turned out they were 
passersby, plucked out of a group 
‘touring the broadcasting studios. 
Kiernan would read a dispatch 
(or, rather, just the lead of it) from 
the ticker machines, then try to 
draw comments from his guests on 
ithe subject. As might be expected 
‘on such chance selection, they 
didn’t prove any too articulate. The 
lonly action involved was the ap- 
pearance of a copyboy to spike 





some late dispatches on Kiernan’s | 


desk and the amusing departure of 
the Missourian (“I have to continue 


PRESIDENTIAL STRAWS IN 

THE WIND 
/With Elmo Koper, Lyman Brysen 
| Director: Frank Schaffner 
| 30 Mins.; Tues., 9:35 p.m. 
| Sustaining > 
| CBS-TV, N. Y. 

Alternating every other week 
with “People’s Platform” in CBS’ 
Tuesday night television lineup, 
“Presidential Straws in the Wind 
is a firstrate contribution to TV 
public affairs programming. Show 
is making an adult and entertain- 
ing effort to probe some of the 
crucial issues facing the electorate 
in the 1948 presidential campaign. 
Success of this program and others 
of the same type, however, de- 
pends upon the willingness of 
video viewers to listen to 30 
minutes of talk, interrupted only 
rarely by a visual gimmick. 

Format is a combination of a 
public opinion poll and straight 
discussion pregram. At the outset 
of the program, Elmo Roper, re- 
search director of the Fortune sur- 
vey of public opinion, briefly out- 
lines the factual background of a 
current issue. On the preem (10), 
the problem involved prices and 
price centrol. Four studio partic- 
ipants, representing an average 
cross-section, were then questioned 
'by moderator Lyman Bryson on 
‘various aspects of price, wage and 
profit controls. Following the dis- 
cussion, Roper analysed, via 

|Sraphs, the standing of national 
opinion on the same questions. 

| In all cases on the preem stanza, 
,the attitudes of the four guests 
varied widely from the national 


on “We the People” Tuesday (10) | my tour”) followed by his replace-| average. This result was not un- 


on WCBS, N.Y., and their perform- 
ance made it obvious to anyone 
who had never met up with them 
before, why they were headliners. 
There's no mistaking talent and 
the Duncans showed on this brief 
bit enough to form the belief that 
their particular approach to the- 
atricals could find a spot in video. 
| Rosetta’s blackface routines are ex- 
leellent for the medium, as shown 





ment by g sch@olmarm from Vir- 
ginia. 

The camera viewing the whole 
scene was so close up that the Mis- 
sourian and his replacement never 
more than barely showed in the 
picture. Unaccountably, too, this 


(expected in view of the narrow 
|studio sampling. The studio dis- 
‘cussion, however, served as clear 
backdrop to Roper’s presentatien 
of the national opinion poll results, 
|which is the central purpose of 
{this program. Both Roper and 
| Bryson did a neat job of keeping 





camera seemed immobile, with the | tne comments rolling and the focus 
result that only the forearm of the | sharp while maintaining an atmos- 
Virginia schoolteacher was visible ‘phere of free discussion Herm. 





|by her “Never Had No Mammy” 
bit, foiled by Vivian. It and they | 
| were swell. 

| “Teast of the Town” (CBS-TV) | 
vaudeo show, on the basis of Sun- | 
|day (15) night’s session, could well 
‘follow the lead of NBC's “Texaco 





‘Star Theatre” in moving its cam- | 
‘eras up on the stage, instead of. 
keeping them anchored to the) 
/present three offstage positions. | 
Despite the probability that on-| 
stage cameras might often obstruct 
the view of the theatre audience, | 
it’s the home viewers at whom any | 
TV show should be aimed. 

Talent on Sunday night’s pro-| 
gram was good but could have been 
spotlighted to much better advan- 
_tage by more precise camera work. 
,On the King Odom quartet, for 
/example, the cameras were held 
much too long on one shot because 
of their static positions. Same 
‘held true for the dancing Hollo- 
| way sisters who, incidentally, al- 
most lived up to the rave intro 
handed them by emcee Ed Sul- 
‘livan. Surprise of the show were 
the neat little comedy bits turned 
‘in by bandleader Russ Morgan and 
_“Toast” maestro Ray Block. Much 
‘more affable than the poker-faced 
| Vincent Lopez, also on stage Sun- 
|\day, Mergan showed possibilities 


when she shook hands with Kier- 
nan. Kiernan got to about half a BOSTON RLACKIE 
dozen news leads during the se- 
quence, but it could hardly be said | With Bob Middleton, Laura Frazer, 
that the viewer learned much more _ oo a ——. qo 
than he would by a 10 second kibitz ie ter, _ 
of somebody's newspaper in the p,ogucer-directors: Chester Her- 
subway. ' man, Rikel Kent 

No question, though, but that Writer: Jim Bridges 
ABC has a most engaging and capa- 30 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 
ble guy in Kiernan. He’s smooth WLWT, Cineinnati 
on the adlib, pleasant of voice and Everything considered, all hands 
appearance, and equally at home turned in a creditable job on this 
in the roles of newscaster, inter- tele test of the film and radio 
viewer and emcee. ABC should hg Ae ce rh gy belong to 

hi ne eric . Ziv Co. 
make good use of ‘him. Doan Seven of Crosley’s radio and 
video spot thespians were almost 
faultiess in their lines and the 
cameramen kept up with the short- 
intermission changes of two apart- 
ments and an sone set in the 30- 
: minute umraveling of the double 
m —— > a : murder, committed miles apart by 
acer Roland cae Busovay m= a 
: . Bob Middleton, in the “Blackie” 

= oe (16), 8:30 p.m. | assignment, seemed more like 
ase ag TV-CBS. N. Y Boston Baldy,” his hair shortage 

CBS » N. H. being conspicious in closeups. Bob 
. Here’s a nostalgic little show, Bentley, a vet of both the dramatic 
built around the Ohio River show- stage and radio, was at home in 
boats, that CBS-TV should have no the inspector role. Allan Lurie, as 
trouble in_ selling. Showcase pre- the heavy, did excellently. ' 
sentation Monday (16) night, al- What might help considerably to 


CAPTAIN BIILY’S SHOWBOAT 

With Ralph Dumke, Johnny Downs, 
“Bibi Osterwald, Juanita Hall, 
Betty Brewer, George Jason; 


Star Theatre” is proving ever for a good video personality. As 


week: vaudeo has solid value in. 


video. 


| 
| 





THE FAMILY SING 


With Grace Albert, Elliett Sullivan, 


Diana Dennewirth, Mickey Car-. 
roll, Bertha T. Powell, Margaret 
Irving, guest; Jack Rayel an-— 
nouncer 
Preducers: Arthur Ehrlich, Shee- 
lagh K. O'Malley. 
Director: Carl Beier —~ 
Writer: George Reosen 
30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 


= 
DuMont, from N. Y. ; 
This is a well-meaning, folksy 
show of some appeal, whose corny 


for Block, it’s surprising producer 
Marlo Lewis hasn't used his 


| comedy talents more before this. 


Comic Julie Oshins came up 
with a passable monolog and 
Tommy Trent pleased with his 
standard Punch and Judy act. 
Songstress Yvette evidenced her 
long experience as a tuneseller and 
looked well before the cameras. 
Her choice of last season's “Civil- 
ization,” however, could have been 
improved upon, especially since her 
forte has always been the ballad 
and the jump tune. Sullivan, 

‘a new suit, was okay, but 
why he sts in using a mike 
for both himself and the rest of 
the talent is hard to figure. Sub- 





quality in construction and direc- 
tion limits its draw. Idea of a mu-| 
sical family given to bursting into. 
song or running to the piano isn’t 
highly original, but could be made 
into an acceptable airer. Static, 
amateurish quality of this produc- 
tion eliminates it from that cate- 
gory. 

Program features the happy-go- 
lucky Barton family which loves to 

_Sing—pop ballads, folksongs, even 
_hymns.. 

Grace Albert, as Mom, was the 
most natural and appealing of the 
group, and sang a lovely old ballad, 

. “I Know My Love,” very charm- 
‘ingly, to her own zither accompani- 
'ment. Margaret Irving, as guest, 
| brought in some show biz remin- 
iscences that had appeal, and sang 


“A Pretty Girl” nicely. Diana’ 


_Donnewirth, 17-year-older, had the 
| best voice, and handled “Lost 
April” and “Almost Like Being in 


Many a leusy bill played the : 1 Love” well. Camera wasn't too kind 


te the ladies in certain shots, to 
‘hurt the program further. Bron. 


stitution of an off-camera boom 
mike would perk up the show 
considerably. , 





Why radio and tele announcers 
persist in contradicting field an- 
nouncers on the position of a foot- 


‘ball on the gridiron is an annoying 


question to a stickler for facts. It’s 
quite obvious that Bill Slater and 
his contemporaries feel they’re in 
a world of their own when they 
‘surround a grid mike. They don’t 
\seem to realize that fieid speakers 
‘filter through that pickup. And 
when the remote voice says the ball 
is on the li-yard line and Slater 
|claims it’s on the 13, but consist- 
ently, it’s enough irritation to flip 
a dial. Slater did this consistently 
| through the WABD, N.Y., televis- 
‘ing of the N.Y. Yankees-Buffalo 
| Bills grid battle at Ruppert Sta- 
| dium, Newark, Thursday (12) even- 





ing and it tock the edge off an 
otherwise good job of video report- 
ing by him the Dumont cam- 
‘ eramen. : 


though lacking in good camera 
work because of the difficulty in 
staging such a show on a theatre 
stage, was jampacked with enter- 
tainment. 

Show's basic format is the 
vaudeo technique already em- 
ployed so successfully on TV, but 
presented against a simulated 
showboat backdrop, complete even 
to the variety olios. For an added 
nostalgic fillip, the middle of the 
show was given over to an oldtime 
meller, suitably titled “The Mill- 
hand’s Daughter: or, Nellie, the 
Sawing Machine Girl.” Excellent 


style for the maximum of laughs, 


aided by the requisite heckling 5 


from the studio audience, who 
must have been cued to their job 
in the pre-broadcast warmup ses- 
sion. 

With Ralph Dumke, in the role 
of Capt. Billy Bryant, serving as an 
affable emcee, fine talent was all 
down the line. Johnny Downs made 
a sock TV bow with his songs and 
dances, also playing the hero’s 
part in the meller. Comedienne 
Bibi Osterwald was likewise socko 
in both her vaude routines and act- 


colored blues stylist. Ingenue Betty 
Brewer wrapped up the heroine’s 
role deftly and magician George 
Jason added to the fun. Piano back- 
ing by John Gart was fine. 


If CBS ever decides to move the 
program into its new studios, 
where the cameras are mobile and 
not stationary as in the Maxine 
Elliott theatre, results should be 
— better. As it is, however, this 

W Gives promise of being one of 
the best during the new fall season, 
once a suitable sponsor is tagged. 

Stal. 





cast played it in broad burlesque | 


ing. Standout was Juanita Hall, | 


ease the abrupt finish, would be 
,the use of a roll or traveler cur- 
|taim on the closing scene for ap- 
‘phcation of the theatre Standby, 
curtain calls, for more warmth be- 
tween players and audience. It 
also allows for talks about the play 
at hand and those to follow. 
Koll. 


TV Film Review 


|MISS RHEINGOLD CANDIDATES 
| With six girls nominated for “Miss 
Rheingold of 1949” 

| Director: Roger Pryvr 














Mins. 
LIEBMANN BREWERIES 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

What sets this briefie apart as 
one of the most cleverly contrived 
‘tele cemmercials to date is a 53- 
foot-long “stop motion” sequence 
\ depicting in film cartoon fashien a 
|parade of beer-bottle howitzers, 
beer-can soldiers, ski-troops glid- 
ing on beer-can openers, and even 
a beer-keg blimp. 

Sequence follows introduction of 
Six young femmes, who come to life 
|out of photos in a full-page mag 
ad, and tell why they should be 
elected Miss Rheingold.  Five- 
minute commercial is being aired 


stations, WABD-TV, WCBS-TV and 
WPIX. . 

_ Beer bottle parade is said to have 
been conceived by Philip Lieb- 
mann, advertising veepee of the 
suds outfit. Stop-motion tech- 


‘in Hollywood for puppet shorts, 
, but this Liebmann concoction un- 
| doubtedly is going toe be copied 
plenty. Doan. 








throughout August over four N. Y. . 
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100 VERDICTS for the : 
“Program that Sponsors the Product” 


HPL MARKETS: 


Los Angeles (50,000-watt KNX) 
Chicago (50,000-watt W BBM) 
St. Louis (50,000-watt KMOX) 
Sen Francisco (5,000-watt KQW) 
New York (50.000-watt WCBS) 


Washington, D.C. 
(50,000-watt W TOP) 
Minneapolis-St. Paul 
(50,000-watt WCCO) 


Seattle-Tacoma (50,000-watt KIRO) 


and more great markets and 
stations to be announced 


later in the year. 
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ooo THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 


Look at the list on the right. You'll agree it’s a blue-ribbon 
panel of smart national spot advertisers. You'll agree, too, that each 
of these advertisers sets an example that pays—and pays to follow! 

All 100 of these profit-minded advertisers have been spon- 
sored by The Housewives’ Protective League during the past twelve 
months, They pay for this privilege. 

... Because they know that listeners know every product spon- 
sored by the HPL must pass a rigid consumer test by the HPL 
Testers’ Bureau (a panel of housewives in each station’s listening 
area) before being approved for sponsorship. 

...Because they know that every word of every HPL com- 
mercial is adlibbed in an interesting and sincere manner into the 
program format...is certain to get complete audience acceptance. 

... Because they have found that The Housewives’ Protective 


League is the most sales-effective participation program in all radio. 





The dollars and sense testimony of EACH of these 100 adver- 
tisers proves conclusively that this unique radio program can write 
a unique sales success story for you... if —like these 100 advertisers 
—you can qualify. For more information about The Housewives’ 
Protective League, get directly in touch with any of the eight sta- 
tions carrying the program, their national spot representatives, or 


“The Program that Sponsors the Product’... 


THE HOUSEWIVES’ 


PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 


A division of CBS 


teSetu'g 


-£43,801 ai¢ii 
4 eee? *? ‘ 
‘ 


by 4 
+ 8 A. 2 Se Se ee ee 


Columbia Square, Hollywood 





















DURING THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS 
THESE 100 ADVERTISERS WERE SPONSORED BY 
THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE PROGRAMS, + 


Allied Food Industries (Holiday Macaroon Mix) 
American Home Products Corp. (G. Washington Coffee) 
American Packing Co. (Sunrise Meats) 
Armour & Co. (Miss Wisconsin Cheddar Cheese) 
Ballard and Ballard Co, (Ballard Oven-Ready Biscuits) 
Beatrice Foods Co. (Meadow Gold Butter and other products) 
Belione Hearing Aid Co. (Hearing Aid) 
Birds Eye Snider Inc. (Birds Eye Frozen Foods 
and Snider's Catsup) 
Rook-of-the-Month Club 
Blue Moon Foods Inc, (Cheese) 
Bordo Products Co. (Citrus Juices) 
E. L. Bruce Ca. Inc. (Bruce Floor Cleaner) 
California Almond Growers Exchange (Diamond Almonds) 
California Fig Institute (California Figs) 
California Prune and Apricot Growers’ Ass'n (Sunsweet Prunes) 
California Spray Chemical Corporation (Insecticides) 
California Walnut Growers’ Association (Diamond Brand Walnuts) 
Campbell Soup Co. (Soups) 
Canada Dry Ginger Ale inc. (Carbonated Beverages) 
Clear, Home Products Inc. {Apex Insecticides) 
Clorox Chemical Co. (Boon Household Cleaner) 
Comfort Mfg. Co. (Craig-Martin Toothpaste) 
Consolidated Dairy Products Co. (Darigold Cheese) 
G. N. Coughlan Co, (Chimney Sweep) 
Curtis Publishing Co. (Holiday) 
D' Arrigo Bros. Company (Andy Boy Broccoli) 
L. DeMartini Co. inc. (Roasted and Salted Mixed Nuts) 
Dennison’s Food Company (Dennison's Food Products) 
Doubleday and Co, Inc, (Book League of America) 
August E. Drucker Co. (Revelation Tooth Powder) 
Durex Biade Co. Inc. (Durex Razor Blades) 
Electric Household Utilities Corp. (Thor Washing Machines) 
Frito Company (Fritos) 
General Foods Corporation (La France) 
General Petroleum Corporation of California (Tavern Waxes) 
Golden State Co. td. (Golden-V Vitamin Milk) 
Gold Seal Company (Glass Wax) 
B. F. Goodrich Co. (Tractor Tires) : 
The Great China Food Products Co. (China Beauty Brand Canned 
Chinese Food Products) 
Griffin Manufacturing Co. inc, (Shoe Polish) 
Hills Brothers Co. (Dromedary Gingerbread) 
Hubinger Co. (Quick Elastic Starch) 
IMinois Meat Co. (Canned Meat) 
Inland Rubber Corporation (Tires) 
Juice Industries Inc. (Sunfilled Whole Orange Juice) 
Kerr Glass Manufacturing Corperation (Canning Supplies) 
Kretschmer Co. (Happy Harvest Wheat Germ) 
Lan-O-Sheen Inc. (Cleaner) 
Leeward Products Ltd. (Threads) 
Lever Brothers Company (Breeze) 
Lindsay Ripe Olive Co. Inc. (Olives) 
Lite Soap Co. (Lite Cleanser) 
Los Angeles Soap Co, {itersiit's Rich Suds) 
Maggi Co. Inc. (Maggi Bouillon Cubes) 
Manhattan Soap Co. Inc. (Blu-White) 
Marlin Fireorms Co. (Marlin Razor Blades) 
Mcilhenney Co, (Tebesce Sauce) 
Michigan Chemical Corp. (Pestmaster Products) 
Michigan Mushroom Co. (Dawn Fresh Mushroom Products) 
Mickleberry Food Products (Mickleberry Meat Products) 
Louis Milani Foods Inc. (1890 French Dressing) 
Nash-Underwood Co. (Doneid Duck Peanut Butter) 
National Biscuit Co. (Shredded Wheat) 
National Carbon Co. Inc. (Krene) 
O'Brien's of California Inc. (Candy) 
Omnibook Inc, (Magazine). f 
Orr Felt and Blanket Co. (Orr Blankets) 
Park and Tilford (Tintex) Z 
Payne Furnace Co. (Furnace Sales and Service) 
Peer Food Products Co. (Peer Brond Pie Dough) 
Penick & Ford Ltd., Inc. (MY-T-FINE Desserts) 
Perfex Co, (Perfex All-Purpose Cleaner} 
Perk Foods Co, (Perk Dog Food) 
Pillsbury Mills Inc. (Pillsbury’s Pie Crust) 
Pomona Products Co. (New West Raw Apple Juice) i 
The Procter & Gamble Co. (Preil) 
Puritan Company of America (Realemon Brand Lemon Juice) 
Radbill Oil Co. (Renuzit) 
Rand, McNally and Co. (Institutional) 
Samuel Goldwyn Productions Inc. 
Schulze and Burch Biscvit Co. (Biscuits) 
Shotwell Mfg. Co. (Hi Mac Condy Bars) 
The Silex Company (Silex Gloss Coffee Makers ond Filters) 
Simon & Schuster Inc. (Books) 
Sioux Honey Ass'n (Clover Maid Honey) 
Soil-Off Manufacturing Co. (Soil-Off) 
Southern California Citrus Foods (Real Gold Lemon, Orange Base} 
Special Foods Co. (Jays Potato Chips) 
A. E. Stoley Mfg. Co. (Cream Corn Starch, Ste-Fle Liquid Sterch) . 
Standard Brands inc. (Royal Puddings) 
Stewart ond Ashby Coffee Co. (Coffee) 
Sweets Co. of America {Tootsie Fudge Mix) 
Taylor-Reed Corp. (QT Pie Crust) 
Vocuum Foods Corp. (Quick Frozen Orange juice Concentrate) 
Wender Company {Ovaltine) 
Word Baking Co. (Tip Top Bread) 
Washington Cooperative Farmers Ass'n 
The Welch Grape Juice Co. (Weich Grope Juice) 
Western Stationery Co. (Ball Point Pens) 
Tenith Radio Corp. (Zenith Redionic Hearing Aids) 
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28 RADIO 

Deadline on New Rol 

FCC Sets Oct. 1 Deadline on New Kole 

For Private Use of Indie Send 
Washington, Aug. a + 
General use of individual radio ? 

: transmitter-receivers for personal | Allen S Army Roundup 
and private communications may | Chicago, Aug. 17. 
become a reality if the proposed) yy s Army and Air Force has 
ruling of the FCC announced 0M taggeq Mel Allen for a quarter- 
Friday (13) becomes a rule. [hour Saturday night football 

The proposed service would per) roundup, starting Sept. 18’ via 270 
mit shortrange radio equipment, cations of Mutual. Coast repeat 
including camera-sized sets now IN| yi}) have Bill Symes giving addi- 
development, to be put to a wide tional late scores. 
variety of use, ranging from Pro-| Gardner Advertising, St. Louis, 
viding contact in isolated areas tO ji; the agency. 
operating radio-controlled ee | ee wich 
This equipment would also be . ? 
available in periods of pre 20 Nation S Mental Health 
when normal communication faciil- ‘ 

= ties are temporarily disrupted. Due for Psyching on CBS 

Two classes of citizens stations z 
are proposed. Class A_ stations ¥ 
would be permitted to operate | 60 Min. Documentary 
throughout the 460-470 megacycle| Arnold Perl, who scripts the 
band, which was assigned to this “Mr. Tutt” show for CBS, is work- 
service by the Commission’s fre- ing on an hour-long documentary 
quency allocations report in 1945.'for the web dealing with the state 
Class B stations would operate ON /of the nation's mental health. On 
465 megacycles only. Class Ajhis return trip to N. Y. from the | 
would be required to meet more} Coast after huddles with Harry Ac- 
rigid technical requirements than | kerman on the “Tutt” series, Perl 
Class B stations. A maximum | stopped off for talks with Drs. Karl | 
power of 50 watts is provided for | and William C. Menninger at their | 
Class A while a maximum for clinic in Topeka, Kan. | 
Class B would be 10 watts, FCC The mental health documentary 
said. lis one of a tfio currently shaping 

Briefs for or against this pro-j}up at CBS for presentation this 
posed ruling may be made by Oct.|year. The film industry documen- 
1. If comments received warrant \tary comes off in September; the 
it, FCC said it would schedule a/|mental health program in October 
hearing or oral argument. and the ambitious survey into the 

pmameune field, with a rage on 

. Henry Luce‘s Life and Time, now 
McGill Returns to NY. | scheduled for a November show- 
° ° ‘easing. Latter has been delayed 

Despite Serious [ilness | cue to illness of Edith Sulkin, 

| chi ter Smee wg 

Earle McGill, freelance director, preves -saggoaes aca Rem po oemrd 
taken ill on the Coast last week, | ™€" gtd ‘i: Mines Came 
returned to New York over 4 a we = : F 
weekend and is in serious condi- 
tion in the Hospital for Joint Dis- | IJ ()- G 
i tg Hes fer B AUTO-LITE EXTENDIN 

Although he ha en ill at, § \) S KS 
home for several days, McGill flew | U PEN E 13 WEE 
to Hollywood to attend the conven-| Auyto-Lite has already picked up 
tion of the Radio & Television Di-| jt; first option on “Suspense,” £x- 
rectors Guild, of which he was re- tending the CBS airer 13 weeks 
tiring national president. He was’ beyond Oct. 7, What cinched the 
taken directly to the hospital there, | pickup fast for the sponsor and 
but was subsequently discharged! Newell-Emmett agency was_ the 
and returned east by train, accom-| stanza’s appearance in the No. 4 
panied by William Sweets, new) pracket of Nielsen's Top 20, after 
RTDG prez, and Mrs. Sweets. | the show had been on the air only 
-— | two weeks for Auto-Lite. 

Program is currently booked 

,seven weeks-ahead, with Martha 

, Scott slated for the guestar role 

'in tomorrow (Thurs.) night’s edi- 

tion. She'll be followed (in order) 

‘by Van Heflin, Madeleine Carroll, 











|Gregory Peck, Burt Lancaster, | 
Virginia’ Bruce and Edmond. 
| O’Brien. ; 








‘Smith Drops Guests In 
Show Switch Next Week 


Jack Smith show will have a 
change of format starting Monday 
(23). Five-a-week serits on NBC 
will discontinue guests and substi- 
tute a regular rotation of support- 
M oO fw E Y ing acts. Tentative setup calls for 

| Martha Tilton to be on two nights 
Is Scarce |and the Clark Sisters two nights 
Plug your prodect with a song for || With Smith doing a solo stint the 


a song. Original songs written tof) remaining stanza. 
order = et ee — } 

vutlay. rade teria | ; 
Sobepal Tamgie 1133 S. Lucerne, t.a.6 || 29d Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample «the 


‘ageray. 


“On an Island with You" 
“This Time for Keeps” 
1 Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


| 
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Two forum airers jumped on 
the FCC giveaway crackdown 
as a topic for upcoming de- 
pates, but one of them had a 
change of mind. a: 

Mutual’s “Opinion-aire” 
scheduled the topic for tonight 
(Wed.), the question to be 
“Should Giveaways Be Pro- 
hibited on Radio?” But yes- 
terday (Tues.) a web exec dis- 
closed the idea had _ been 
dropped because ‘“‘it would 
| make a poor show—of interest 

to the trade but to nobody 

else.” MBS stanza instead will 
take up “Should the Voting 

Age Be Lowered?” 

Irving Sulds, who used to 
produce Mutual’s “American 
Forum of the Air’ and whose 
“Court of Current Issues” on 
DuMont tele is in the “Opinion- 
aire” pattern, is going ahead 
with the idea. He’s even try 
ing to get FCC Chairman 
Wayne Coy to “testify.” Stanza 
is skedded for Monday (23). 


Lourenco Sells 


Out Full Sked 


Johannesburg, Aug. 1. 
New bookings and contracts on 
Lourence Marques Radio, commer- 
cial Portuguese East African sta- 


| Change of Heart 








tion beaming into South Africa, | 


have now reached the point where 
its agents, Davenport & Meyer, of 


| Johannesburg, report they can no 


longer accept additional bookings 
for spot announcements. With ex- 
ception of a few odd 15-minute 
periods, station is virtually at ca- 
pacity in all sessions. 

New biz includes Chesebrough 
advertising Vaseline tonic and 
shantpoo via “Singin’ Sam” pro- 
gram Monday through .Thursday, 
7:30-7:45 p.m.; Procter & Gamble 
pushing Drene Sundays 10-10:30 
a.m. via “Guy Lombardo Show,” 
and Prell Shampoo Saturdays 
8-8:30 p.m. with an Aussie tran- 
scription, “Passing Parade,’ (as 
well as spots); Rolex Watches, on 
hourly time signals, and Bristol- 
Myers plugging Ipana via “Music 
With a Lilt,’ Sundays’ 6:30-6:45 
p.m. This is in addition to present 
booking of 7-7:30 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday, for Ipana, In- 
gram and Vitalis. 


Camels has taken spot jingles 
Monday through Saturday. Colgate 
has taken a “Happy Gang” time 
spot Wednesdays 9:30-10 p.m., in 
addition to the Monday 8 p.m. 
time. M. Bertish Co. has taken two 
Towers of London transcriptions. 
“Gracie Fields Show” and “Noel 
Coward Show,” 13 weeks each, on 
Mondays 9-9:30 p.m. 


Renewals include Ovaltine for 52 
weeks, Sundays 5:30-5:45 p.m. and 
7:15-7:30 p.m., and Lever Bros., 
with “Lever Concert Hall’ Sun- 
days 7:30-8 p.m. for Lux, and ‘‘Lon- 
don Playhouse” (Towers) Sunday 
8-8:30 p.m. for Sunlight Soap. 

By arrangement with Goodyear, 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told” is 
being broadcast in transcribed 
form as a sustainer Sundays at 
3 p.m. 


Herb Moss May Supervise 
Hildy’s London Diskings 


Herbert Moss, former radio pro- 
ducer for Hildegarde, may decide 
this week to go to Lendon to su- 
pervise the 26 open-end transcrip- 
tions the songstress will make 
there in the next two weeks. 
They're being done at the Towers 
(of London) studios. 

Hildegarde and her manager, 
_Annad Sosenko, meantime are in 
Rome all this week where the 
‘chanteuse is recovering from a 
| laryngitis attack. They had a 12- 
minute private audience with the 
|Pope who music and 
| piano with them in particular. 


| Chirper’s first U. S. return en- 
| gagement will be at the Milwaukee 
| (her home town) Auditorium Sept. 
18, for benefit of the St. Alex- 
leaes Congregation. 


Rome, Aug. 17. 
| Hildegarde was granted a 10- 
minute private audience with Pope 





Procter & Gamble is the sponsor | 








| Pius XIL at the Vatican last week. 


Later, the chanteuse was bedg 
_at the Excelsior hotel, Rome, 


mild flu attack for several days: faq 


Accompanying Hildegarde is her 






| WEHS Into Cash & Carry 


With National Tea Deal 
| Chicago, Aug. 17. 

WEHS. Chicago FM’er, will 
‘broadcast special programs for Na- 
‘tional Tea shoppers from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. daily, under terms of a deal 
with Storecast, Inc., and the gro- 
cery chain. Contract is for one year, 
starting in October, with 40 FM 
receivers being installed in Na- 
tional Tea super stores. 

Deal marks the entry of WEHS 
into the cash-and-carry field, after 
more than a year of non-commer- 
‘cial operation. Station is owned 
by WHFC, Inc., Cicero, Il. 


Six Vacancies on FMA 
Board to Be Filled At 
Group’s Chicago Meet 


Washington, Aug. 17. 

The FM Assn.’s second annual 
convention is being held Sept. 27, 
28 and 29 in Chicago. Marion 
Claire, director of WGNB, the Chi- 
cago Tribune FM station, and a 
member of the FMA board, is 
chairman of the convention. 

Six vacancies on the FMA board 
will be filled at the meeting. On 
the nominating committee are: 
Matthew H. Bonebrake, veepee 
and general manager of WFMY, 
| Greensboro, N. C.; Ben Strouse, 
veepee and general manager of 
WWDC-FM, Washington; Robert 
M. Beer, co-owner of WATC, Ash- 


|land, O.: Thomas B. Tighe, mana- 


ger of WJBK, Asbury Park, N. J.; 
and Charles D. Lutz, general man- 
ager of KYFM, San Antonio. 

The committee will meet prior to 
the convention, which is being 
held at the Sheraton hotel, and 
draft a slate of candidates. Candi- 
dates will be selected for three- 
year terms to succeed five whose 
regular terms expire. The sixth 
will be chosen for the unexpired 
term of W. R. David, resigned. 

FMA president Everett L. Dil- 
lard announces thea, chairmen of | 
committees to work on plans for 
the convention: Agenda, C. M. 
Jansky, Jr., Jansky and Bailey, 
Washington, reception: Frank A. 
Gunther, vice-president of Radio 
Engineering Laboratories, N. Y-.: 
registrations and membership, 
Harold Essex, WSJS-FM Winston- 
Salem, N. C.; exhibits, Sam In- 
sull, Jr., Stewart-Warner Corp., 
Chicago; entertainment, Edward 
A. Wheeler, WEAW-FM, Evanston: 
and publicity, Paul W. Reed, 
WFAH, Alliance, O. 


P&G MAY DROP ‘JORDAN’ 
IN FAVOR NEW SERIAL 


“Joyce Jordan” may be dropped 
by Procter & Gamble in favor of a 
new serial, “The Searching Heart,” 
by Orin Tovroy, author of the same 





| sponsor's ““Ma Perkins.” 


The soap firm's program depart- 
ment has okayed the move, and 
the media group will consider it 
, today (Wed.). Adrian Samish. ra- 
dio director of Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Sample, is in Cincinnati to make 
the pitch. 


WNEW Gets Waiver to Disk 
Public Service Jingles 


| WNEW, N.Y., has obtained a 
\recording-ban waiver from the 
_Amefican Federation of Musicians 
‘to cut two new public service jin- 
\gle series, one on fire prevention. 
the other on safety. Like previous 
{series, the new jungles are ex- 
| pected to be made available to 
/other stations via interested or- 
ganizations. 

Indie also has a request from the 
UN. Y¥. Board of Transportation to 


do a series of jingles directed at, 
| Subway riders. 


-Park’s Health Stanzas 
_ . Making Agency Rounds 


__ Ben Park, who produced WBBM'’s , 
(Chicago) “Report Uncensored” | 
documentaries, was in New York | 
_last week showcasing a 15-minute 
_cross-the-boarder, “It’s Your Life,” 
‘to ad agencies. 

He put the stanza together in 
cooperation with the Chicago In- 
(dustrial Health Council, and_ it’s 
especially designed for  institu- 
tional bankrolling by an insurance 
or pharmaceutical firm.’ Format 
involves use of on-the-spot tape re- 
corded material. : 
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FCC Gives 13 FM, 
16 AM Grants 


Washington, Aug. 17. 

FCC handed out FM grants dur- 
ing the week to: NBC, Denver; 
Hazleton Broadcasting Co., Hazle- 
ton, Pa.; Northwest Broadcasting 
Co., Fort Dodge, Ia.; Fayetteville 
Broadcasters, Fayetteville, N. C.; 
Nashua Broadcasting Corp., 
Nashua, N. H.; WFNC-FM, Fayette- 
ville, N. C.; WFLA-FM, Tampa; 
WKJG-FM, Fort Wayne; KJBS 
Broadcasters, San Francisco; 
KPRC-FM, Houston Post; KDON- 
"M, Monterey, Cal.; WGH-FM, 
Newport News, Va.: WTMA-FM, 
Charleston, S. C. Radio Kentucky 
of Louisville asked for a permit 
for a new FM station. 

During the past week the Com- 
mission granted new standard 
licenses to: WLOX Broadcasting 
Co., Biloxi, Miss.; Community Serv- 
ice Broadcasting Corp., Amster- 
dam, N. Y.; Airplane and Marine 
Instruments, Clearfield, Pa.; Semi- 
nole Broadcasting Co., Seminole, 
Okla.; Volunteer States Broadcast- 
ing Co., Nashville; Fannin County 
Broadcasting Co., Bonham, Tex.; 


‘Shelley Radio-Electric Co., Need- 


les, Cal.; Rose Bowl Broadcasters, 
Pasadena; Stuttgart Broadcasting 
Co., Stuttgart, Ark.; Jasper Broad- 
casting Co., Jasper, Tex.; Lampasas 
Broadcasting Co., Lampasas, Tex.; 
Williston Broadcasting Co., Willis- 
ton, N. D.; North Central Indiana 
Broadcasting Corp., Kokomo, Ind.; 
Hays County Broadcasting Co., San 
Marcus, Tex.; Home Appliance 
Store, Susanville, Cal.; and Miaml 
Broadcasting Co., Miami, Okla. 





June Tube Sales Rise 


Washington, Aug. 17. 

More than 100,000,000 radio re- 
ceiving tubes were sold by member 
companies of Radio Manufacturers 
of America during the first half of 
1948, RMA said. June sales rose 
slightly over those of May, but 
were under sales of the preceding 
four months. 

Total half year sales were 100,- 
005,963, while June sales reached 
15,114,272. 











..» OF THE 
ENTIRE KANSAS 
CITY TRADE AREA 
by the 
KMBC-KFRM 


Team! 


Only The KMBC- 
KFRM Team delivers 
complete coverage of 
the actual Kansas City 
trade area — coverage 
specifically designed 
to provide the adver- 
tiset with an econom- 
ical means of reaching 
those who are in the 
habit of looking to 
Kansas City as their 
trading center. 
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VARIETY RADIO REVIEWS 





~——— Tnside Stuff—Ragio 


proposed FCC ban on giveaways comes at a time when stories put- 
ting some of these shows in a bad light have been trickiing through the 
trade with increasing frequency. 

One such rumor circulated—and even printed—recently was that a 
certain quiz giveaway stanza had taken to running in professional ac- 
tors as “contestants” in order to liven up the proceedings. Another 


unverified report was that an emcee had stooges, tipped off to correct | 


answers, who were called in to grab the payoffs, which then were split 


with the m.c, 

An account which holds more water, however, and which has even 
been privately admitted in the case of several giveaway shows is that 
they are rigged so the interval between jackpot payoffs can be con- 
trolled. It’s common knowledge, of course, that jackpots almost never 
are won two stanzas In a row (except, as in the case of “Take a Num- 
ber.” where somebody must win the jackpot every time). By odd coin- 
cidence, the stretch between jackpot payoffs in many of the loot-divvy- 
ing programs runs usually eight to nine weeks ; 

That the date of the payoff isn’t always determined by the long 
finger of fate was confessed offhand recently by a programming exec 
of one of the webs which has gone in heavily for the giveaway tonic. 
He confided that it was possible “at any time” to make certain the 
jackpot would be won. He admitted that such information, in the 
hands of listeners, wouldn’t exactly be an inducement to them to tune 
in the show during the first six or seven weeks. 





In 15 years of working with radio people, Lillian Stewart. who was 
associated with Dorothy Lewis in the NAB’s New York office until it 
was shuttered last year, got to know how little time busy execs can find 
for shopping for or even remembering birthdays, anniversaries, etc. 
So she and Mildred B. Roselle have teamed up to launch a shopping 
service, named P.S. For $25 a year, they'll do all of a client’s personal 
and gift shopping—and even address Christmas cards—and they'll cater 
exclusively to radioites. Starting date is Sept. 1. 








Difficulty of getting work in radio today has apparently been solved 
by a couple thesps, Eddie Wragge and Merrill E. Joels, via their “Gag- 
of-the-Month-Club.” Duo came up with the idea about six months ago, 
and since then each month have given out gadgets to about 100 di- 
rectors—including cigarette lighters, oversize dice, cactus plants, all- 
day suckers, phony insurance policies, etc. 

Stunts have kept them in directors’ minds and paid off. Wragge got 
three running parts as result of the gags. and Joels one. Duo has had 
60 jobs in all thus far, on “Quiet, Please,” “Adventures of Frank Mer- 
riwell,’ “Radio City. Playhouse,’ “Dick Tracy,” and others. Moral 
seems to be to have badgets or angles as well as talent. 





_The network and agency flacks won't be among the mourners at the 
bier of the giveaway shows. For them—as one of them pointed out 
this week—the jackpot era has just been “a pain in the neck and a 
robber of sleep and rest.” No question the giveaways have been sen- 
sational space-grabbers, what with the wire services carrying stories 
‘sometimes also pix) every timé some listener wins a bundle. It’s 
wonderful local promotion, too, in the town where the winner resides. 

_For the flacks, however, the craze has involved “covering” every 
Biveaway sequence and, if the jackpot is won, spending most of the 
— spinning the wheels of journalism with followup stories and 
photos. 


HEALTHY, WEALTHY & WISE 


|\SKYWARD WITH EMPIRE 
‘With Warren Sweeney, Paul 
| Luther, others 

‘Writer-Producer: Dave Harris 


MORNING WATCH 
| With Lavelle Waltman, Bill Glad-| With Walt Sheahan 

den, Clifford Shaw; Bob Kay, 60 Mins.; 8 a.m., Mon.-thru-Sat. 
STANDARD FURNITURE CO. 


announcer 
30 Mins., Sat., 11 a.m. | WROW, Albany 45 Mins., Wed. (11), 7:15 p.m. 
| Sustaining | Walt Sheahan, a new hand at |N. ¥. State Radio Bureau 


WROW, Albany 


WAVE, Louisville 

This quizzer is slanted for the 
kids on Saturday morning, and 
originates in the auditorium studio 
of WAVE. It breaks on the air 
| with the usual cheers and applause 
of the small fry, but subsides to a 
slow moving q. and a. half-hour, 
which is obviously sluggishly paced 
by an assortment of unresponsive 
contestants. Both Lavelle Waltman 
and Bill Gladden, the m.c.’s, work 
hard, but find the going rugged 
trying to get a spark of sharp an- 
swers from their school kid con- 

First part of the show has the 
kids divided into teams, four teams 
with three contestants on _ each. 
Any contestant can answer the 
question, and his points are cred- 
| ited to his team. 

Parents of contestants are in- 
vited guests in the studio, and the 
half-hour should be entertaining 
to the live audience. However, on 
| the air it comes out as a slow, 


tedious affair, pointing up the fact | 


that hep contestants make a good 
show, and dull, unresponsive kids 
can mean nothing but a_ boring 


‘unwinding “Morning Watch,” does 
‘so with a certain amount of smooth- 
‘ness and skill. Chief criticism of 
‘the program is its similarity to 
| ‘Musical Clocks” on two other Al- 
|bany stations at the same time. 
| New ideas for such shows are badly 
| needed here, but the old ones have 
| presumably satisfied sponsors on 
results. That, or fertile minds, 
have tended to become sterile. 
Sheahan, who has been progress- 





Opening of the giant Idlewild 


Airport, N. Y., and its interna- 
tional air show was made the basis 
\for a provocatively-titled dramati- 
zation-narration by the State Radio 
Bureau of aviation history and 
N. Y.’s contributions to this spec- 
'tacular development. 


Four CES 


‘actors were used, the prograin be- 
jing recorded in the N. Y. studios. 


ing rathes steadily in his two years | 


of radio work, tries for a little 
different touch with a daily poem 
and a moment of prayer ‘Dy a 
clergyman) just before the signoff. 
Poems are of the surface popular 
rather than of the deeper stimu- 
\lating kind; Sheahan reads them 
well. The prayer phase might be 
broadened a_ bit. Transcribed 
‘music, Capital District chatter and 
| anniversaries comprise bulk of the 
|60 minutes. Baseball scores and a 
| 60-second news trip around the 
| world are included. 

Emcee possesses a friendly air 
| personality and a deep voice—the 


'fatter more pleasant when he 
modulates it. Advertising runs 
overboard. Jaco. 


‘tered around the 
‘announced flight” 40 years ago, at_ 
Hammonsport, on Lake Keuka, by 
Glenn Curtis—the Wright 
pioneer 


Principal scene recreated cen- 
“first publicly 


Bros, 


soaring at Kitty Hawk, 


iN. C., didn’t receive any advance 


| notice. 


The upstate episode, in 


i'which Simon Lake, submarine in- 


| ventor, 


figured, came off fairly 


\well. Another bit, in which a miker 
|played a Frenchman fiying to the 
|U. S. and to upstate cities, on a 


| business trip, 
‘within 10 days, 


and back to Paris 
emphasi-*d the 


\speed of such communication, but 
ithe actor overdid the accent. 


| 


of air 
about 300) in New York state. It 


Program highlighted the growth 
travel and airports ‘now 


stanza. Waltman, m.c. for the first 
portion, is quick on the upbeat, 
'and has a swell sense of humor, 
but he’s carrying a big load. 

Hold. 


also called the role on the epoch- 
making flights from or stopping in 
RHYME DOES PAY ;New York. Commerce Dept. Com- 
With Fred Daiger |missioner Harold Keller, one time 
30 Mins.; Mon. thru Sat., 8:15 a.m.|N. Y. newspaperman, was spotted 
|for a summary. Noises at Idlewild 
were incorporated for realism. 


-“*#¢7¢e° 


PS ee Bae | Sustaining 


: Followup Comment 


|WHKW, Albany . 


An inexpensive gimmick gives | Organ music bridged. 


a rather fresh touch to a standard 


Like other State Radio Bureagt 


| 609040444 449664666466666-" | transcribed program on one of Al-| shows, this one is a low budgeter, 


| “Leaders In Exile,” WWRL, 


| bany’s two new 


| tions. Fred Daiger, veteran miker | and okay. 


N. Y., showcase of political opin-| and director of special events for | 


ions from ex-leaders in Europe, 
|rode; the headlines Thursday (12) 


| with an inside report on the sen- | 


case of the Russian 


who 


| sational 
teacher 


less Alexandra Tolstoy, 


|figure in the international drama, 


gave her story to Meade Davidson, 


jumped out of the|P l ) 
Soviet consulate’s window. Count- | likewise helps Steve Rintoul’s out- | 
leading | fit to fill in the geographical pat- 


| WHKW, pays $1 for each rhymed 
| request by a listener for a particu- 

lar tune. Greetings in rhyme are 
|accepted. Daiger has also been 
| seeking an introduction. Format 
| permits the mention of names. It 


iterne of the audience. Judging 
| from the shots heard the first week, 


/'WWRL commentator, who handled | station is reaching into Connecti- 


the interview in topflight journal- 
Apparently making a 


istice style. 


leareer of anti-Communism, this 
show has scheduled interviews 
with Alexander  Kerensky and 


| Viodimir Zenzinov, two 
|anti-Bolshevik Russian leaders. 


i and northern New York. 


Some of the couplets 
quatrains are pedestrian; 





10,000-watt sta-| with a strong promotional message, 


Jaco. 


— — 





‘kiddingly on the listenable though 


| 


} 
| 


j 


| 


| 


| 


not sensational half-hour. Program, 
| sandwiched between 15 minutes of 


ie.t. Crosby vocals and a news 
roundup, is preliminary to the 
first ABC show, the _ popular 
“Breakfast Club.” Jaco. 





Akron—WADC, Akron, on Mon- 


‘day (16) inaugurated a new pro- 


gram known as “The Good Time 


and | Club,” which offers a weekly prize 
others | of a trip to New York with all ex- 
posses elements of cleverness. They | penses paid. The program, heard 


j}call for a variety of selections,| from 9:15 to 9:30 am. Monday 


former | nicely met from WHKW’s library. 
works freely, easily and 


' Daiger 


| 
| 


through Friday, is based ona 


weekly topic of local interest. 
TT 
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advertisers: 


JOHN NESBITT’S “PASSING PARADE” ON WOR 
IS ONE OF RADIO’S MOST FAMOUS PROGRAMS! 








, | ’ ‘ 


af { 


mutual 


Call LOngacre 4-8000 and ask for Sales. 


heard by the most people 
where the most people are 


mornings from 9:15 to 9:30. 


Ra ab 


You can cash in on all this glory if you move fast. 


THIS WOR NEWCOMER (started February 2) is one of the most popular shows 


(at its time) in New York. You can buy this big-name, low-cost show for 


Fall. It’s a transcribed dramatic-narrative series; now heard weekday 


John Nesbitt has been called “the foremost storyteller of the 


nation.” His “Passing Parade” is featured in two-thirds of the country’s 


movie theatres. His movie shorts won him four Academy Awards. 
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newscasts from Medellin. 
Australia: More experimental ra- 
dio signals are being sent to the 
moon from Radio Australia’s trans- 
mitters at Shepparton, Victoria. 
The experiments are being con- 
ducted by the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research. Scien- 
tists have already proved that 
signals from Shepparton were re- 
flected from the moon and received 
in Sydney about 242 seconds later; 
however, the reflected signal shows 
signs of failing. Listening posts in 
America are taking part and elab- 








RADIO-TELEVISION SECRETARY 
College graduate. Five years experi- 

















| 20th’s request to amend isn’t based 
'on as solid ground. 

All three dissenters agree that 
|Par should have been allowed to 
/meand, and 20th claims that since 
| Par was allowed to amend it’s un- 
|fair not to permit 20th’s amend- 
;ment. However, all three compa- 
nies, in their briefs, point out that 
Par filed to amend between the SF 
| and Washington hearings on June 
21, whereas 20th filed to amend on 
July 13, 11 days after the hearings 
closed. 

| In an effort to get another chan- 
‘nel into the heated San Francisco 
'tele channel hearings, Paramount 
,and Television California had 





ence in Radio Department of top ad-, 
vertising agency dealing with talent, 
scripts, research and production on a 
variety of shows. Can be of real as- 
sistance to program, personality, 
agency or network in New York City. 
Box 227, Variety, 154 W. 46 St., New 
York 19. 


|asked the FCC to put Don Lee 
| Broadcasting System in the con- 
solidated proceedings. The com- 
mission denied this. 

Don Lee was severed from the 
| consolidated hearing and one chan- 
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WE WILL MAKE YOUR 


ONE-MINUTE 
TELEVISION COMMERCIAL 


16 MM-Sound for $200 and up 
BERGEN 4-3405 
Hollywood Motion Picture Productions 
466 Ocean Ave. 
Jersey City, N. J. 


Don Lee alone for that channel. 





Fort Wayne — Philo T. Farns- 
worth, who spent most of his time 
'in Maine in recent years, has re- 
turned to the Farnsworth Televi- 
sion and Radio Corp. laboratories 
in Fort Wayne, where he is work- 
ing on a new projection type tele- 
| vision tube. 
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| diately following her Mutual co-op f 


12:15-12:30 p.m. segment, imme- | 


“Speaks” stint. It’s*been on for a. 
number of months, with Miss Smith 


and Ted Collins chattering between 


twirlings of her recordings, select- 
ed from her own large collection. 

Identity of the “Leave It to the | 
Girls” sponsor hasn’t been re-_| 


vealed, but the deal is reported | 
being set via the Arthur Mayerhoff | 
agency, Chicago, with a Sept. 10) 
pickup in prospect. 





Sports Receipts 


Continued from page 24 





|for the latter, however, are still 
‘being kept under wraps. 








Smith will direct sales activities 











NBC Off Hook 


Continued from page 23 











both physical and human; indus- 
trial capacity, stockpiles and 
psychological factors. y 

He indicated, additionally, that 
the splurge in documentaries won’t 
be confined to AM, but also en- 
visions presentation of television 
“drama-documents.” Specific plans 


Wade Arnold will supervise the 





documentaries as well as continue 


events was zero, Dr. Coffin quali-|°verseeing the “Living” series. | 
fied his findings with the statement Lou Hazan, who scripts the lat- 








nel was removed until FCC hears: 


that the “frequency of attendance 
by each group was too small to 
‘render these figures reliable.” 
They cannot be construed, he said, 
as proof that TV doesn’t interfere 
with sports attendance but “only 
as a modest hint that it may not.” 
(For another example of the sports 
promoters’ feelings on this sub- 
ject, see story on this page on the 
75-mile TV radius instituted by 
D. C. promoters.) 

Also hit seriously by TV, accord- 
ing to the survey, are such activi- 
ties as dining, dancing and night- 
‘clubbing, for which set - owners 
showed an attendance decline of 
42%. Tele is also making serious 
‘inroads on legit, with a 28% at- 
'tendance dropoff recorded for a 





ter programs, also is expected to | 
head the writing staff for the hour- | 
long presentations. 

Here’s the “Living” lineup for 
the fall and winter: 
| “The Biggest Job in the World,” 
‘analyzing the Presidency and its 
“oversize” responsibilities. 

“If I Am Elected ... ,” a be- 
hind-the-scenes survey of the whys 
,and hows of political campaigns 
and an inquiry into whether they 
change public opinions substan- 
tially between conventions and 
election time. (This is designed as 
a companion piece to the “Note- 
book for Convention Listeners” 
which was aired on “Living” in 
July and subsequently rebroadcast 
in a midweek nighttime spot in 














Polly Shannon Bangert was named 
director of the continuity depart- 
ent, and Gene Pollock added to 





m 
technical staff as a studio engineer, 


Omaha — WOW announced rate 


‘revisions effective Sept. 1 and 


elimination of its retail rate card. 

Principal increases are in Class 
A, half hours, quarter hours and 
spots including news Sponsorship 
spots at all hours. 


















P > WDSU broadcasts 5000 watts 
{a from the, French Quarter to 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners, 


From daily association with time-honored 
New Orleans institutions WDSU hag 
developed a high quality of integrity, 


WDSU devotes am time 

and exclusively tane. Louis Cakedeak 
the International House, Moisant Intege 
national Airport, Tulane University, 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, 
Symphonies and Operas, ‘ 
WDSU's dominate Hoop. 
erating proves that hone 
Oring local institutions 
Creates high listence 











30 RADIO VARIETY : 
; 5] .e . Thir 
: ae ° ; | WAAT’s $100 Minimum | THE KILOCYCLES 
| Monitoring the Foreign Countries Newark aur, | CIRCLING | 
Guaranteed minimum of $100 a 
eo 'week is granted staff announcers, | q 
| —— — |singers and actors at_ station | Dalias.—Aubréy Escoe has re- under Don DeGroot, WTCB man- 
Washington, Aug. 17. , orate electric timing devices are| WAAT here, under Dating Pred signed as manager here of KLIF /ager. 

(Following is news of radio in| being used to check the time for tract with the American Federa- (>) ome y.p, and director of ra- | Mid-/ 
various nations as monitored from the reflection of the signals. tion of Radio Artists. ‘dio of Madeen-Barrett, Inc., local, Clear Lake, Ia. — Edward Breen, epetett 
their official broadcasts by the! Malaya: Responsibility for the) Irving R. Rosenman represented | s sency. He helped launch KLIF manager of KVFD‘KFMY, Fort to take 
U. S. Government.) British Far Eastern broadcasting | the station on the deal. | and was previously with YB, | Dodge, Ta., wae reseanees proataens week f 

: ian Min-| service has been taken over by the ,»| Austin and KAND, Cors . o e Iowa tallcorn radio networ fo 
ar bey foniey tigre ty sorte no BBC. Since the liberation of Ma- Siiat Satta tells at the annual business meeting held nef | 
tics, Kaare Fostervoll, who recently |laya, this service has been ope- F {| hi Shows Boston. WHDH, pee Mowe eitee: | HE ae : created 
resigned from the Norwegian gov. | rated 0 the foreign Office” “Ths| a ir fra thoy Agreement. was eed at 1 cabee o eee in oem. EB tclevisic 
ernment, has been appointed head | pices of the Foreign Office. This_ Contaneé thom peed 1 ame te ee ute so MeGrath, | rise? © radio stations in Iowa. sa 
of the Norwegian State radio. | will be the first time the BBC has | : worked - a Bahay | Robert Se- | : ; W AVI 

French Indo-China: The Viet been responsible for conducting a| sponsors’ uncertainty over how —' = ee | Milwaukee—Charles J. Lanphier, ve os 
Nam provisional central govern- a service based  out- much of their budgets to hold back gal, for the union. coonaent bo ig on a hy 
ment will be granted half the total | side UK. ‘for television. _—KMOX, local CBS | President < _ Lea - ony 
broadcast jane of Radio France-| Germany: Production of radio| Replacements Stand Out Ay renewed its contract Peewee agg ag em 5 eee pd ng 
Amerique. Bureau of Press andivalves of the publicly owned; inkings of the past few days | with the American Federation neh Oe elected vice-president and Ken work la 
Information in. Hanoi has. placed /Funkwerk in Erfurt is to haven’t been entirely added gravy. | Radio Artists, giving a 9% Wa8C conmitt of Madison, secretary. as the | 
at the service of the government | stepped up by 70% during the sec-| ppijip Morris, for instance, is pick- | raise to staff artists. video ‘4 
half of the broadcast time, and ond half of 1948. It is to reach | jg, up the 15-minute cross-the-board | ges ealignment|, Baytown, Tex.—E. R. Bush has asia. A 
management and technical direc-| 50,000 valves monthly and 150,000! Kate Smith show (not te be con-| , Philadelphia—In a © aan’ been named manager of KREL, re- B hiconsed 
tion will continue unchanged. by the end of 1950. fused with her “Kate Smith | f proerem oP arbyenire head of | Placing Virgil Evans, who has re- AM stat 

England: Long distance wire} Speaks” co-op on Mutual) as 50> catinniey or the Westinghouse |Signed to become manager of ing faci 
communications with London were | | placement for PM’s 15-minute tab tation, and added George Skinner | KMUS, Muskogee, Okla. Bush was dene Tie! 
seriously affected Aug. 9 by sun | Group Gangs Up ‘on “Heart's Desire.” Colgate, while | fo'the a codaction call. former commercial manager of prec 
spots. Transmissions from Ger- | adding “Our Miss Brooks” on CBS,| Skinner, who replaces Derby-| KVLC, —— acy” a and to $500 
roy | — — Russia, | Continued from page 24 is cancelling “Can —- a bmeny OE ig oe capes to KYW) cae Cooriat — of KRIS, Cor- oneratic 

e Far t an rica were re-| as well as the Ka ser show on | from , Cincinnati. , . 
ceived poorly in London, and by| admission of evidence on 20th’s npc Tums is aid A be mulling | a nomad 
noon the largest part of shortwave | Oakland studio. ‘ leancellation of “A Date With! Cincinnati — WCPO, local Mu-| Pittsburgh — Jack Beattie, Jr., o- eke 
communications weren’t audible} Smith pointed out to the com- Judy,” although the agency (Roche, | tual outlet, has renewed its con-| formerly with WCAE, and Alan = ome 
at all. = mission that its action in allowing wijjjiams & Cleary) says the show | tract with AFRA, with a wage boost | Black, of WJPA, in Washington, be . ail 

Argentine: The board of the In-| Par to amend was proper. Par’s | has heen renewed to next January. | for staff artists. Pa., have joined announcers’ staff age 
ter-American Assn. of Radio 4PPlication was the oldest pre-| Frigidaire will take on the new | Savannah—George P. Cooper,|at WPIT. Jerry Wyman, one of 
Broadcasters, in its meeting last | sented at the hearing, having been | haj¢-hour version of Lum ’n’ Ab- | y,~  ¢orm account executive, | the pioneer announcers in the early 
night (16) in Sao Paulo, expelled | filed in October, 1945. Cost figures, | ney, debuting it Oct. 3 in CBS’| jy; a appointed local ad- | days of radio here, is returning to MB 
the Argentine members of the asso-| facts in , tele operation, have|cundgay night sequence. Decision vertising manager of WSAV.| the broadcasting field as news ed- atétus 
ciation. One of the board mem-| changed since that time, Par said.'}, gGrop “Man Called X” was’ Perry Silvey, former publisher |itor of WMCK in McKeesport. In h 4 
bers, on arriving in Rio de Janeiro, The site which was available in| | ompted by its low rating due to|of the Savannah  iluustrated recent years, Wyman has been in oo * 
said “‘as free men of radio broad-|1945 for an antenna became un- being slotted opposite ABC’s “Stop | World, has joined the staff of | public relations work locally. tis | 
casting, we believe it necessary for | 2Vailable shortly oe ped ag ~~ the Music.” -WSAV as an account executive. | x bh 
radio to be free from government) Tf aE aid. ae Contracts for the new Alan_ *EIL_FA _ Augusta, Ga—Damon J. Swann frey. T 
control. We have nothing against | Changed, it said. ; Young stanea are being drawn by| | Denver—KFEL-FM went for two) .7i3 it ag meg tye to A: 
the Argentine government, but ra-| Par was the first to give evidence |the Music Corp. of America and | days- without a commercial PIO: | of WGAC. Au te direct f been. giv 
dio men of that country, where the | in the SF hearing, and gave hear- Frank Cooper, manager of the | ram, then sold all a owe “4 Aes Oa a, as director 0 mae 
radio is controlled by the govern-|ing examiner Jack Blume and | comic, but details such as web a oe meee brhoe ee —.. i p ; weed 
ment, cannot belong to our or-| other counsel its complete exhibits. placement aren’t set. Young also bee o r. ae pele at I re 
ganization.” Smith suggested the others do the | wil] be featured this fall’on Jimmy | Giroct from 1 atk, away-from homes | ar5eattle-—As a result of Gov. _MBS’e 

Japan: The local tax system in-| same, but they admitted their ex- | nyrante’s show. ond ape es 7 oat i. caiand| va Wellgren S$ appeal to local sta- his style 
vestigation council approved the | hibits in evidemce as testimony was Reported fall-winter roster of | out, next most important game is. pe rade my 2 — a that — 
collection by various prefectures | given. Therefore Par had no Op-| Cojgate billings now calls for re- | used. 1 CBS outlet. i " In, a cross-t 
f the radio tax, ranging from 100 | portunity to change its application | newal of the Judy Canova show, Jack Fitzpatrick, KFEL news-|]y peo oe Aleit Say ay Maggi 9:55 a.m 
- ; ’ ldn’t be ilty of tryi to : : : | F ly show, “Welcome Mat,” to wel- week to | 
to 200 yen yearly. so cou Bullty rying which earlier was said to be due for | sports editor, does the play-by-play. | come tourists and mek Shale nate 

Colombia: By authorization of outbid other applicants by chang-| 4 fade, and cancellation instead of | a wee ego rfheoel next Mo 
the Ministry of Communications, ' ing its application. ,_|“Top This,” effective Oct. 1. Lat- | _ Flint, yey Savon — Ann Bowden and Carrol Foster Ee grene | 
the Secretary of the Interior of| While Par doesn’t oppose 20th’s ter show’s local stand on WOR, | Vice president of Trendle-Camp “f | handle show, which is aired Thurs- , ,, Sho 
Antioquia has ordered the termina-| appeal, the testimony in its letter|N. Y., for Kirkman soap also is Cocoa 4 -,, oo of | days at 8:15 p.m. ~_ on 
tion of the regime of censorship | is damaging to 20th’s case, it’s felt, | headed for the axe. | WICB, | nt, mee age - 4 WL. 
which has been in effect on radio| since Par goes on the record to “Kate Smith Sings” is a show Smith at ent oO f WTCB. | St. Louis — Two new members —_————s 

| point out why it needed to amend. built by WOR for airing in the! a Se ee © *| were added to staff of KSTL. Mrs. —— 
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4 ais va \i ¢ oe Saag |O] gory, including “plays, bowling, “what's Right with the United 
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sto ee ete. Nations,” a report on the plus-side 






























































| possessing sets, but which might 





| Industry observers point out that 
_there’s no way of telling how in- 
|dicative the survey is of actual 
‘conditions, pointing to the small 
number of respondents (only 137 
_in each group) as evidence that the 
/sampling was not wide enough to 
_prove any point conclusively. Sur- 
vey, moreover, was conducted 
among families in only one locality, 
which might have provided for 
more control in matching the set- 
owners against the families not 


not be representative of other lo- 
calities, either in greater N. Y. or 
in the nation at large. 

Survey is part of a continuing 
project set up by Hofstra College, 


of the UN, designed as a high 
point of the week-long, NBC-spon- 
sored United Nations Week. 

“New Draft, New Army,” ana- 
lyzing universal military training, 
with a look at the Army’s “new 
spirit.” 

“Television,” a study of the 
probable impacts of video on 
American life, with side views of 
TV as art, science and business. 

“The Plight of Our Hospitals,” 
hitting the serious personnel short- 
age in the nation’s hospitals. 

“Sports as Big Business,” sur- 
veying “the good and bad” in big- 
time sports. 

A report, untitled as yet, on edu- 
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economic standpoint. 


which plans_to conduct periodic cation from the viewpoint of the || prebiem. Make the earn 
ides of itp effect on family life |student. (This program Will be’ | 72, vide it for. Yeu "throuah” one “ 
, psychological and |timed to coincide with the open- or Visit, W. W. a as | 


ing of the school year.) 
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Third Channel 
Due for L ville? 


Louisville, Aug. 17. 
Mid-America Broadcasting Corp., 
operators of new AM airer W ; 
to take the air about Nov. 1, last 
week filed application with the 
FCC for a new commercial tele- 
ysion station. If the request is 
granted, Louisville will have three 


will be ready for commercial tele- 
vision in October, and has a tech- 
nical and production staff ready 
to function. NBC television net 
work last week added 
as the third station to become a 
video affiliate within the week. 

Mid-America already has been 
licensed to operate the city’s sixth 
AM station, WKLO, and is ready- 
ing facilities to get on the air be- 
fore Nov 1. Mid-America has in- 
creased its capital from $110,000 
to $500,000 to finance television 
operations if the FCC grants the 
license. No network affiliation has 
been made, and present program 
schedule stresses sports, news and 
entertainment, all to originate 
locally. 


MBS’ New Disk Find 


* Mutual is keeping a new white 

hope disk jockey show very qt. 
Net is prepping its entry in the 
ayem cross-the-board field as pos- 
sible competition for Arthur God- 
frey. The “find” is Bob Poole, 
New Orleans jock, who recently has 
been given a two-week trial whirl 
in the afternoon strip exited by 
Martin Block. 


MBS’ers were so impressed with 
his style of gab and potentialities 
that they immediately set him for 
a cross-the-board ride from 9:15 to 
9:55 am. He’s due in N. Y. this 
week to ready the show for takeoff 
next Monday (23). 

Poole has been doing a disk and 
gab show called “Poole’s Para- 
dise” on CBS’ New Orleans outlet, 
WWL. 





















Ward on ‘Unfair List’ 





KLO, | 


television channels. TV channels | 
already have been granted to 
WAVE and WHAS. WAVE-TV 


WAVE-TY | 


Chicago, Aug. 17. 
James Ward, former local pack- 
, age producer, has been piaced on 
‘the “unfair list” of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists. 
cording to local officials, 


ing to pay repeat fees for addi- 
tional use of recorded spot an- 
| houncements. Platters were orig- 
}inally made in 1945. 

Producer is now said to be on 
ithe Coast. 





NEW LOUISVILLE INDIE 
| READY AS 2 MORE PERK 


Louisville, Aug. 17. 

| New indie station WLOU is ex- 
| pected to be in operation Sept. 30. 
| according to Mrs. J. E. Messervy. 
| New airer will operate on daytime 
‘only, and will air on a frequency 
| of 1,350 ke. Program director and 
|sales manager will be Fred Dar- 
win, formerly on the staff of 
| WINS, N. Y. 


| Two other Louisville stations are 
| seeking to expand. FCC approval 
of an FM station is asked by Ra- 
| dio Kentucky, Inc., which operates 
| WKYwW, and Mid-America Broad- 
| casting Corp. is already licensed to 
operate WKLO in the Henry Clay 
/hotel. Station plans to be on the 
air Nov. 1. 


Anti-Trust Suit Vs RCA 


Philadelphia, Aug. 17. 
Nine loeal radio and television 
repair men, through the Phil- 
adelphia Radio Service Men's 
| Assn., today (Tues.) filed suit in 








the U. S. district court here charg- | 


|ing the Radio Corp. of America 
with violation of anti-trust laws 
and asking $210,000 damages. 
Petition sets forth that RCA and 
its service subsidiaries force all 


sign an agreement restricting serv- 
icing of the sets to RCA repairmen 
and thus freezing out independent 
servicemen. Suit asks the court to 
| void all such contracts. 





Of AFRA in Spot Fees 


Ac- | 
( Ward | 
| Violated the union’s code by fail- | 


purchasers of RCA TV receivers to. 


|casters prexy, 


VARIETY 


How Nielsen Rates ’Em 


(July 4-10) 
Walter Winchell ........ 13.4 
Crime Photegrapher ....13.1 
Mr. Dist. Attorney ......13.1 
ee, Se ooo ABT 
kt. ae ee Pe Pps! 
Stop Musi¢c (4th Qtr.)....11.3 
This Is Your FBI........ OE | 
Hallmark Playhouse......11.1 
jk Be PRS 
Mystery Theatre ........10.6 
Take It or Leave It ......10.1 
Philip Morris Night...... 9.9 
Bob Hawk Show ........ 9.9 
Your Song and Mine.... 9.9 
MY. Kees t Fd5s. che es 9.7 
Thin Male 8 oes fidsce eed 9.6 
Camel Caravan ...ccccsc.s 9.4 
Sam Spade [Yivvebees ae 
Break the Bank ........ 9.2 
Mr. & Mrs, North........ 9.1 








KAYE TO SPIEL ABOUT 
MUSIC RIGHTS ON TV 


Thorny question of the “Right 
to Perform Music on Television” 
will be discussed in detail by 
Broadcast Music, Inc. veepee Sid- 
ney Kaye at a meet of the National 
Television Film Council tomorrow 
(Thurs.) night at Sardi’s eatery, 
N. Y. Session will be presided over 
by NTFC chairman Melvin L. Gold, 
National Screen Service ad-publici- 
ty chief. Officers are also to be 
nominated at that time. 

J. A. Maurer, prexy of the com- 
pany bearing his name and a So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Enginecrs 
veepee, meanwhile, has been nam- 
ed to head up the NTFC’s produc- 
tion clinic. Clinie has been set up 
to service the organization’s mem- 
bers as far as possible with answers 
to all known production problems 
confronting telefilm producers. 


Rankin Miller’s Aide 


Washington, Aug. 17. 

Forney A. Rankin, associate 
chief of the State Dept. Interna- 
tional broadcasting division, will 
leave that post to become, on Oct. 
1, international adviser to Justin 
Miller, National Assn. of* Broad- 
it. was announced 
today (Tues.). It’s a newly created 
post. 





—_ 


Coast Indie Producers Follow Lead 
OF NY. Group, Form Own Association 


Hoilywood, Aug. 17. 





No Com’! Changes Likely 
With New S. Africa Govt. 


Johannesburg, Aug. 5. 
There has been no change in the 
radio situation’ here since 


the | Television Producers Assn. there, 


a | 


Move by a group of Coast in- 
dependent television producers to 


‘band together and set up machinery 


'for solving mutual basic problems, 


| 


change of government. Parliament | 


meets for a short session in Sep- 
tember and it’s unlikely that there 


will be time to debate the recent 
Broadcasting’ Commission’s report 
on commercial radio. It’s generally 
thought that although there may 
be drastic changes in the South 
Africa Broadcasting Corp. organi- 
zation, these will not necessarily 
follow along the lines of the Com- 
mission’s recommendations. 


In view of the strong nationalist 
feeling of the present government, 
it’s felt that the Nationalists are 
less likely to favor the introduc- 
tion of commercial broadcasting in 
the Union than was the United 
Party. 


WARWICK & LEGLER GET 
DEMOS’ AD CONTRACT 


Washington, Aug. 17. 
Advertising contract of 
Democratic National 
has been transferred to Warwick 





the | 
Committee | 


& Legler, New York, according to | 


Chairman Howard McGrath. In 
June, the Demos announced the 
Biow Co., of New York, had been 
awarded the contract. Demo 


as well as to state overall future 
policies, follows this week on the 
heels of an announcement from 
N. Y. of formation of Independent 


Hollywood nucleus of new west- 
ern association, tentatively named 
Television Independent Producers, 
joins N. Y. group in the belief that 
indies must band together for self- 
preservation and to assert their 
value to the future of tele pro- 
gramming. Hollywood spokesmen, 
however, state there’s a crucial 
need for rapidly intensified net- 
work and agency financial interest 
in tele programming in the nation’s 
third videe market, on the premise 
that the smartest way to hypo set 
sales and audience acceptance is 
to raise ~programming values. 

Like ITPA, headed by N. Y. 
spokesman Martin Gosch, TIP 
stresses its intention of cooperating 
with nets and agencies in every way 
possible, but believes organization 
of indies is necessary in order to 
set up flexible rules governing 
group to prevent cutthroating 
among indies themselves, as well 
as discrimination toward individu- 
al producers from outside sources. 

Sparking formation of Coast TV 
indies is triumvirate comprised of 
Mal Boyd, video chairman for 
Hollywood , Advertising Club and 
indie packager, and Mike Stokey 


|and Bernie Ebert, whose “Panto- 
/mime Quiz” telecast on KTLA has 


spokesman said the Biow contract | 


was tentative, and never put into 
operation. It was transferred by 
mutual consent. 

Contracting for leading radio 
and tele spots, campaign will be 


under the direction of Sam Young- | 
_ heart, executive veepee. Aiding in | 
‘directing agency operation will be | 


| Lester Malitz, veepee for media, 
and Donald Gibbs, in charge of 
creative activities. 


paced Coast tele development and 
paved the way for heightened pro- 
gramming values, and who have 
established lead among Hollywood 
indie producers with “Quiz” and a 
second KTLA entry, “Armchair 
Detective.” 





El Paso, Tex. — A. E. (Bill) 
Mickel, former general manager 
of WBGA and WBGA-FM, has 
been named manager of KSET, re- 
placing Vincent W. McConn. 
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most 





effective 
news reporting 


Regional Network 


...another reason why 


CPN is the West’s 


COMPLETE 


ef¢4°84 






Columbia Pacific has the lafgest, most complete, 
most experienced radio news bureau west of New York. 


LARGEST: CPN has thirty radio news specialists . . . 

more writers, reporters and analysts than any other 
radio bureau on the Coast... with a combined total 

of 223 years spent in gathering and editing news. 


- MOST COMPLETE: CPN maintains five wire and 
editorial research services ... and the most modern 
technical news gathering equipment: tape recorders, 
around-the-clock monitoring facilities and two short 


wave mobile transmitting units. 


Columbia Pacific reporters are stationed at focal news 


points up and down the Coast. Every newsman at every 
CPN affiliate is in daily contact with CPN headquarters 
.. just as CPN is in immediate touch with Columbia’s 
eighteen overseas correspondents. When news happens 
on the Coast—or around the world—CPN is there. 


MOST EFFECTIVE: Ask the advertiser whose CPN 
newscast gets listeners for $1.72 per thousand for 

time and talent. Or the spons6r of a CPN news program 
whose inquiry cost in a contest offer was only 35c per 
thousand. They'll tell you... when you buy a news 
program on CPN you get the most effective news 
reporting, most effectively presented, and the 

most effective in selling goods... at the right cost. 





Columbia: Paditié Network: 
The West's Complete Regional Network 


Represented by 
RADIO SALES, 
Radio Stations 
Representative, CBS; 
'e. . dom ee 
se tes Angeles a* * 
San Francisco, 
and Memphis 
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Disk-Sheet Ballyhoo Sees Pubs; 
Recorders Fumble Coordination 


The detailed pianning by music 
publishers and recording com- 
panies to achieve close coordina- 
tion on the exploitation of songs 
recorded before the disk ban is 
coming apart at the seams. There 
is increasing agitation among pub- 
lishers over the lately repeated 
failure of recording firms to dove- 
tail the releasing of recordings of 
new tunes with publisher’s exploi- 
tation plans. 

Pubs point out many recent 
cases in which recording companies 
have released disks far in advance 
of plans to work on the songs they 
carry, or gripe that disks involving 


songs being worked on currently | 


have not as yet been released. Re- 
cording companies admit that pubs’ 
objections are in many cases justi- 
fied, but, they point out, in most of 
the cases cited they couldn’t help 
themselves. They must act in every 
way possible to sustain the artist 
involved, which is a company’s 
foremost worry. ; 

For example, if a recent series 
of disks by a certain personality 
was unsuccessful, they cannot allow 
too long a time to elapse before 
releasing the next, even if that next | 
disk carries a tune not scheduled 
for publisher exploitation attention 
for a couple months. Situation 
works vice versa, too. If the previ- 
ous release of an artist is still sell- 
ing, a disker cannot issue a new 
disk by him or her and thus per- 
haps smother the sales of the hit. 

Situation is posing a problem for 
many pubs, since a recording is 
their first line of promotion and 
figures vitally in costly exploitation 
blueprints. 


BOSTON SLAPS $5-YR. 
TAX RAP ON JUKES 


Boston, Aug. 13. 

Recently enacted city ordinance | 

on juke boxes goes into effect in 

the Hub Aug. 31 forcing all loca- 

tions to pay a $5 yearly tax on each 
machine. ' 

Edict affects about 1,300 spots in 
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Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ene Aug. 12) 
Londo 





n,” Aug. 13 
Galway Bay.......... Box & Cox 
a ee «+...Maurice 
Woody Woodpecker......... Leeds 
|Heartbreaker ...... pret TP Leeds 
| Four-Leaf Clover...... F. D. & H 
| Time May Change.......Connelly 
|Golden Earrings.......... Victoria 
|Dream of Olwen...... -.... Wright 
| You Can’t Be True...... Chappell 
Sk aaa Morris 


|Give Million Tomorrows. . Connelly 


| Toolie Oolie Doolie...... Southern 
| Second 12 

<a, Seer eee Cinephonic 
Ought to Be Society...... Kassner 
ee SE i rags es B. Woo 
Serenade of the Bells...... Morris 
Rambling Rose.............. Dash 
Tree in the Meadow..... Connelly 


Laroo Lili Bolero 


ns’: i\eehs eeoals 64 Morris 
i ee coces Masener 
I May Be Wrong......... Wright 
i Se eee eres Chappell 
Ask Anyone Who Knows. . Feldman 











Pass-Hat Deal to Give 
Dailey Profit on Rental . 
To Legit Strawhatter 


Meadowbrook, Cedar 
N. J., is likely to finish out the 
summer next month in the black 
for the first time in 18 years of 
operation. And only because Frank 
Dailey rented his spot out to straw- 
Lhat troupe on a guarantee-and-per- 
centage basis. It’s only the third 
or fourth time in those 18 years 
that music wasn’t the b.o. lure. 


Strawhatters that leased Mead- 


when Dailey suggested a change in 
b.o. prices, which had been pegged 
at $1.20 to $2.40. 


definite price schedule, a policy of 





Boston proper. Suburban locations 
are being bothered though it’s fig- 
ured the ordinance will spread to, 
other cities and towns in the state. | 
Simultaneously, the mayor’s li-| 

















contributing to a passed hat was 
instituted and 15,000 invitations 


n 
for New Jersey State Police in con- 
trolling traffic jams at Meadow- 





Instead of a | 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“12th Street Rag” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“My Happiness” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Love Somebody” 


Seller on Coin Machines va 
“You Call Everybody Darling 


British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 


Band 1-Niters 
Show Steady 
Biz Increase 


Bandleaders and agencies have 
noticed a quickening of interest in 
name band one-nighters in the past 
week or two, reflected in grosses 


being turned by outfits in the east 
midwest and even on the Coast 





, 


Dash They still have their poor and | with Petrillo and the AFM, the 


‘average dates, bothered in some 
instances by weather and other un- 
foreseeable factors, but, on the 
basis of figures, higher b.o. returns 
jare now finally in the majority. 
Sammy Kaye, Vaughn Monroe, 
‘Tommy Dorsey, Tony Pastor, 














The American Federation of 
Musicians recording ban has made 
the musical background and the 
securing of it a matter of vital im- 
portance to all disk manufaturers. 
They are being cut abroad at 
various remote points as well as 
right under the nose of the AFM. 
And on the basis of recently mar- 
keted disks the situation is akin 
to the kid who takes one bite of a 
stolen apple—then heaves it. He 
wanted it badly, but once he ob- 
tained it, it became unimportant. 


Jock’s Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 





That’s the way some recording | 
companies, major and minor alike, | 
seem to be using post-ban tooter | 
assistance on disks. Granted that | 
planning a musical life raft that 
{will sustain some narrow-gauge 
‘voice 3,000 miles away is like pin- 
‘ning the tail on a donkey blind- 
|folded, it’s also pretty apparent 
‘that in many cases the effort and 
/expense could be better used if it 
|were sunk in U. S. harmonicas. 


Even when things were normal | 





| background was looked upon in 
| Various ways by name singers. 
‘Some want as little as possible, 
‘some want everything possible— 
lothers just don’t care. But few 
artists and musical directors are 
properly conscious of the value of | 











over, too, an oldie. This side will 
fight the other for recognition. 
Frankie Laine “Hold Me”-“Ah 
But It Happens” (Mercury). Laine’s 
success is based on just such ap- 
proaches as he uses here on Hol 
Me.” It should sustain an 
strengthen his stature. It’s good 
juke and jock stuff, at ballad beat, 
done with all the unusual phrasing 
with which he dresses a song. 
Other side sounds like a far better 
song under his treatment than pre- 
vious releases. Laine puts more 


into it and gets more out. Carl 
Fischer smoothly backgrounds 
both. 


Art Lund “Hair of Gold”—“You 
Call Everybody Darling” (M-G-M). 
Coupling~ of these two hits is 
M-G-M’s first attempt at harmonica 
backgrounds. Both work out nicely 
enough, Lund hitting a good pace 
with “Hair” at bright tempo 
helped by the Crew Chiefs vocal 
and Harmonica Gentlemen. It will 
reap a share of the sales figures 
being raised by the tune. Lund’s 
“Darling’’ leans much closer to a 
legit performance than previous 
corned versions of the hit, and 
M-G-M is a bit too late with it. 

Sam Donahue “September In 
the Rain’-—“Constellation” (Cap- 
itol}. Organized name brands have 


|Lionel Hampton and Tex Beneke | what goes on behind and below 4|been hitless for some time. And 


/all have been turning in superior 
‘figures much more consistently. 
| Hampton drew 7,310 people at the 
Auditorium, Oakland, Cal., Sunday 
' (15) evening, earning $5,565 for 


Grove, | himself. Monroe piled up $7,900 at | 


/Hampton Beach, N. H. Pastor 
|'worked up good figures in Hamil- 
ton, London, Ontario, and Niagara 
| Falls. 





Midwest Dates Improve 
Cleveland, Aug. 17. 

| Outlook for name band bookings 
‘in northern Ohio’s ballrooms, 
‘which were in doldrums for sev- 





‘owbrook since July 5 were not in | Tal seasons, 1s growing brighter, 
too. good shape until last week, | 


according to boffo grosses. regis- 
tered by . several major outfits 
| lately. 

Tex Beneke orchestra on one- 
'nighter Aug. 8 at Crystal Beach 
‘Park, Vermilion, O., did so hand- 
'somely with approximate $4,500 


‘sent out. Asa result, the last three 8r0ss that manager James M. Ryan | 
ights of last week became a job S@id it justified his new policy of |ground laid out for a fair hit was 


special Sunday bookings. Follow- 
ing Tony Pastor’s date Sunday 





|singer. It often can and does make | 
lor break ——— potentialities | 
iof a disk. efore the war, the) 
Acromaniacs were caught in a New 
| York theatre one night working in 
}conjunction with Stan Kenton’s | 
,orchestra. Theirs is a great act of | 
|its type, but that night it drew 
|reaction far out of proportion to 
its merit. Few realized that it was 
Kenton’s tremendous performance 
of “Woodchoppers Ball,” used by 
the team as background music, 
that caused most of the commotion. 


Capitol Records is probably the 
foremost and most progressive of 
all companies in devising back- 
grounds that push a singer’s per- 
formance, or, rather, the accept- 
ance of it, beyond normal. Capitol 
is often guilty, however, of provid- 
ing assistance so good that it 
swings attention from the person- 
ality to whom it rightfully belongs. 
| Nevertheless, the company’s mus- 
|ical brains do a better job and, in 
at least one case recently, a back- 








|as much responsible for the sale 
|of the disk hit as the rather ordi- 
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they consistently strike out be- 
cause they insist on swinging in 
the same old groove. Donahue’s 
“September” has a different sound 
and ‘an attractive arranging ap- 
proach, and it could do a lot for 
him. It’s fine jock material and 
may go in jukes. Done at a med- 
ium dance beat, the side with- 
stands repeated plays. Reverse is 
a fast jump bit that hasn’t much 
character. 


Lena Horne “Sometimes r'm 
Happy”—"“It’s Mad, Mad, Mad’ 
(M-G-M). Lena Horne’s main fail- 
ing on disks has been due to the 
failure of her personality to trans- 
fer to wax (and we're not talkin 
about pictures). That’s not true o 
the standard “Sometimes.” It cap- 
tures everything she has to give a 
song and is an excellent jock piece. 
Picked jukes will go for it, too. 
“Mad” is one of those things that 
create wander as to how it hap- 
pened. 

Anne Vincent “Cuckoo Bird 
Waltz” —“When the Red Red 
Robin Comes Bob Bob Bobbin 
Along” (Mercury). Mercury’s aim 
with Anne Vincent for some of the 
attentton being given “Cuckoo,” 
started by Ken Griffin, misses the 
bull’s eye. Dubbing of her voice 
to a rather dull accompaniment 
loses much of whatever flavor the 
tune has. Reverse is a brighter try 
at a standard being revived, but it 
still doesn’t have the feel that 
would make it sell in quantity. 


Jack Fina “i2th Street Rag’—~ 
“Mama Gone, Goodbye” (M-G-M). 
Another disk gauged to take ad- 
vantage of a hit, Fina’s version of 
“Rag” is devoted almost exclusive- 
ly in flashy pianistics, It’s good 
stuff and may well go in the 


marts. Reverse, an oldie, gets 
smooth treatment from Fina’s 
— and band. It’s pleasing 
are. 


Platter Pointers 


Tex Williams’ “Talking Boogie” 
(Capitol) is a lively bit of non- 
sense that should find good reac- 
tion in the country-musice market; 
it’s backed by “Just a Pair of Blue 
Eyes,” which carries a wallop of 
its own in the same groove... Sy 
Oliver’s cut of “Scotty” slices a 
portion of canned heat that makes 
good listening, but it’s the reverse 
that makes better listening. An 
excellent ballad approach to “If 
You Believe Me,” the side is un- 
usual; Henry Wells vocals .. . Ray 
Anthony’s orchestra is creating a 
stir in the midwest with “Gloria” 
(Signature), an attractive package 
fitting rhythm and celeste to a 
vocal by Ronnie Deauville; reverse 
side is “Oh Moon,” ting 
Anthony’s trumpet . . . EI- 
mores malay ety Sonand 

>? - u e-Be- 
Dee” (M-G-M), a jock piece. Back- 
me — re Mine You,” is also 
sopeale lacks unusual 





Fremart Sets Staff 
gers A rai, bandleader, has 
set up staff for his new pub ° 
Fremart Music. spiel 
Dick Arnold has been appointed 
general manager of new firm and 
will headquarter in Hollywood. 
Frank Kelton has been set as pro- 


fessional manager with headquar- 
ters in New York, _ 
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AFM's New 


Public Pitch 


American Federation of Musicians, which has altered its attitude 


toward public acceptance to its 


Leyshon Associates as public relations counsel, seems on a new 


tack in that vein. It is offering 


International Musician, house-organ mag, for the first time. 


policies since the hiring of Hal 


non-member subscriptions to its 


AFM is asking $1 a year for non-members and the usual 30c. 


annually for cardholders. That 


the idea is a bid to reach the 


public with its side of any argument is clear in this wordage, “Its 


policies (AFM’s) are of interest 
public outside membership . . 


. in the past these 
been misrepresented or distorted. 


to many elements of the music 
. « « have often 


It is now possible .. . to get a 


clear and candid first-hand account of moves and policies by 


the AFM.” 








Burke-V an H. Return to Buddy Morris 


As Writers Only on 10-Year Contract 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris com-¢ 


pleted an arrangement last week 
which brings the songwriting team 
of Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van 


Heusen back into his publishing | 


setup. However, whereas the for- 


mer operation of the B-VH firm | 


by Morris was a partnership finan- 
cially underwritten by him, the 
new deal is a straight 10-year writ- 
ing ticket. The team is no longer 
in the publishimg biz, even as part- 
ners with Morris. 

Burke-Van Heusen firm, which 
had been active until a few months 
ago under Morris, will be retained 
as a repository for copyrights pro- 
vided by B-VH, but any of the 
Morris firms or staffs will exploit 
them, and various rights will be 
negotiated for by Morris. Contract 
between Morris and the writers is 
for five years with a similar option 

eriod and, at the expiration, if 

VH desire to pull out, the copy- 
rights held by the two firms will 
be divided between Morris and the 
writers. 

The deal was worked out thusly, 
with Bing Crosby prominent in the 
negotiations. Crosby held a 28% 
slice of the overall Morris opera- 
tion. Morris bought this back at 
an undisclosed price, said to be 
in six figures. Crosby has the right 
to designate the publisher of all 
scores stemming from his Para- 
mount pictures, with which B-VH 
also have a 10-year ticket to write 
for Crosby. Crosby advised Par 
that he wanted his scores to go 
to Morris (copyrights to B-VH), 
and Par signed a 10-year deal with 
Morris as outlined. Larry Crosby 
also figures in the arrangement, 
ged as an assistant to Mor- 

s. 

In turn, Morris bought from 
B-VH the stock the team had in 
the firm bearing their name. He 
Owns it during the 10-year period 
of the agreement, but, as cited 
above, at the expiration of the deal 
the copyrights held within it must 
be split between the writers and 
himself (unless the agreement is 
extended). 

Van Heusen culminated the deal 
all around by flying (his own plane) 
last week from Hollywood to 

sby’s ranch near Elko, Nev. 
was at a time when a B-VH 
(Continued on page 35) 


Old-Disk Collectors To 


Fete Early Recording 
Artists in N.Y. Sept. 10 


Pioneer recording artists will be 
a by a group of old-disk col- 
tors at a luncheon Sept. 10 at 
the Garden City hotel, Garden 
City, N. Y. Idea is to give the 
collectors an opportunity to meet 
the old timers as well as affording 
the latter a chance to reminisce. 
More than 20 performers who 
waxed in the pre-amplified record- 
era have indicated they'll at- 
tend. Perhaps the top guest will be 
Grace Spencer (Mrs. Willard Fos- 
ter Doolittle) (N. Y.), believed to 
the first woman who made a 
Victor disk and one of the first 
to sing professionally for disks of 
any type. 





ee expected are Billy Mur- 
’ recording comedian since 
1896; flutist Eugene C. Rose; whis- 
tler Joe Belmont: former opera bari- 

ald Werrenrath; minstrel 
Al Bernard, banjoist Harry Reser; 
Will Oakland, Aileen Stanley, 
Frank Banta and Irving Kaufman. 





'Emerson’s P.A.s On 
| Basis of Disk Hit 


Jack Emerson, whose Metrotone 
recording of “Hair of Gold” started 
‘the tune into the hit class, is pre- 
|paring to cash in on the disk im- 
mediately. He's signed with Gen- 
eral Artists and will hit the road 
as soon’as bookings are lined up for 
him. He'll front an 11-piece band. 

Emerson made the disk with | 
Chet Howard’s orchestra and a trio. 


Only 89 Pubs 
So Far Signed 


~ To New SPA Pact 


| 

| Songwriters Protective Assn. has 
so far signed only 89 publishing 
ifirms to its new basic contract, 
\formed recently after 16 months | 
'of debate between the SPA and | 
ithe Music Publishers Protective | 
Assn. That number represents less | 
‘than half of the pubs who had | 
been signatories to the old SPA- 
MPPA deal. 


While there are a few pubs who 
disagree with the terms of the new 
contract, SPA asserts that the 
number as yet unsigned remain in 
that category for various reasons; 
i.e., they are away; their attorneys 
are vacationing; others have had 
no occasion to use it- because the 
disk ban causes some pubs to re- 
frain from accepting new songs, 


} 
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Recording sales showed a defi- 
nite rise during the ‘past week 
among the major. companies, and 
executives who had been”anticipa- 
tory all summer, are now certain 
that the industry has slipped back 


into its prewar groove of seasonal | 


jumps and slumps. They had been 
given cause to believe that the 
wartime sales boom was finished in 
the spring of 1947, when the bot- 
tom fell out of the market. But 
the fall and Xmas sales reached 
such proportions it was generally 
thought the good sales times were 
again here to stay. Then came 
this summer’s slump, which bit 
still deeper, and it took more for- 
titude to predict an August rise. 
Though sales _s figures 
dropped an appreciable distance 
off the pace magjntained through- 
out the war, it’s estimated that 
what is now felt to be normal post- 
war business is still 20% to 30% 
ahead of the figures of 1941, per- 
haps a bit higher with individual 
companies. That doesn’t neces- 


sarily mean, however, that all com- | 


panies are in as healthy a state as 
they were then. Operating and 
materials costs have risen sharply 
in the interim, to the point where 
the major company selling its pop 
product at 75c. retail and $1.25 for 
classical is not making as much 
profit and cannot hope to be able 
to reduce sales quotations.though 
| it feels the need for cutting prices. 
_ Now that sales have given defi- 
nite indication of rising, the disk- 
eries are in another fix. None can 
iclaim to be in very good shape 
with new releases. It’s almost 
eight full months since the disk 
ban was put into effect. As sales 
\graphs rise’ with the approach of 
Xmas there will be more and more 
importing of musical backgrounds 


(Continued on page 35) 


See Possibility 

Of AFM Offert 
There is said to be a good pos- 

sibility that the American Federa- 

fion of Musicians will come up 


within the next few weeks with a 
solution of its own to the record- 








etc. It’s pointed out that though 
the MPA shared in forming the 
new pact, it only “recommends” it 
to pubs. They are not under any 
obligation to accept its terms and 
|sign. If they do not, however, they 
‘cannot do business with SPA writ- 
| ers. 





Most of the major publishers are_ 


signed, including the Big 3, Warner 
Bros. combine, Shapiro-Bernstein 
and Santly-Joy. But the few who 
disagree with the new pact’s terms 
do so violently. They feel that the 
terms give SPA writers too much 
contrel of a song and place too 
many restrictions on a publisher's 
methods of selling foreign rights. 
Contract in question involves 
only a signatory-publisher’s agree- 
'ment to abide by its terms in ac- 
‘cepting a song from an SPA writer. 
|Latter act is covered by a separate 
, contract, also newly written. 
} 


‘WCBS Sets Special 
Pickup Arms for LP 


WCBS, New York flagship of the 
CBS network, has installed special 
pickup arms on its turntables to 
enable its disk jockeys to spin the 
Long-Playing microgroove record- 
ings recently developed by its sub- 
sidiary, Columbia Records. 
installations are now being ex- 
perimented with and in a short 
time all CBS outlets will be so 
equipped. 

Arms will also be made avail- 
able to any radio stations that 
may want them (ordinary pickups 








since the grooves are minute in 
comparison to normal recordings). 
They spin only at 33 rpm’s). 
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cannot reproduce the LP disks | 


ing ban. The AFM’s executive 
|board, meeting in Chicago last 
| week, devoted some time to the 
disk situation as well as planning 
‘its course in the meetings with 
| Hollywood picture men on a new 
|eontract. Film meetings started 
yesterday (Tuesday) in New York. 

According to the meager info 
James C. Petrillo and his assist- 
/ants have allowed to get loose con- 
cerning the disk ban, there’s a 
| strong possibility that the situa- 
‘tion will come to a head shortly. 
| Petrillo and his board apparently 
|have devised their own plan of 
solution, which will be offered to 
'the disk companies shortly. 


JIMMY CAMPBELL OUT, 
HEADING FOR ENGLAND 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

Through the offices of Sam Cos- 
low and others here, also friends 
in New York and London, former 
_music publisher-songwriter Jimmy 
Campbell is out of the Riverside 
'(Cal.) jail, following a cheek jam. 
‘He is headquartering with Coslow 
here at the Nassour Studios and 
heads east this week, with an eye 
to sailing for London pronto. 

Former partner of Campbell- 
Connelly has long since soid out 
‘to Reg Connelly. However Camp- 
bell has a stake in quite a few 
song copyrights. At one time Jack 
Hylton gave him a connection and 








have | 
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Film Studio Musicians Seeking To 
CHUIMP-JIIMPNET Incorporate Own Views in New 


Pact, Told Petrillo Needs No Aid 





Pop Benefit to Defray 
Bowl Longhair Deficit 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

| Hollywood Bow! will stage a ben- 
efit on Aug. 28 for the Hollywood 
|Bowl. Coin raised will help de- 
fray deficit run up by its summer 
series of longhair concerts. Affair, 
titled “Songs Under the Stars,” 
will be set up by Gene Norman, 
with Bert Shefter mapping musical 
routines. 


Johnny Mercer, Pied Pipers, Vic- 
tor Young, Ferde Grofe, Johnny 
Green and Dave Rose have acqui- 
,esced to Bowl’s request and will 
|donate their services for the eve- 
jning. Each will do a specialty, 
' backed by Bow!’'s symph ork. Show 
|will sub for “ASCAP Night” on 
| Bowl’s sked. 
| ASCAP performance, which was 
| to have honored the composers’ so- 
|ciety, was called off after Society 
|officials, who were to have pro- 
|duced it, found they couldn’t 
squeeze on the bill all the members 
of the organization who wanted to 
perform, 


No Royalty Fees 
To AFM From ‘48 
Sale of Records 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians has not been paid royalty 
fees from the sale of records for 
the first six months of this year, 
and from the manner in which the 
major firms talk, the coin will not 
be paid. Several weeks back, James 
C. Petrillo, AFM head, had sent 


form letters to all manufacturers 
pointing out that the AFM antici- 
pated the payment for the first six 
months of this year and many of 
the indie companies queried majors 
roe Any the course the latter would 


From the first announcement of 
the disk ban last fall Petrillo had 
‘insisted that, according to the 
terms of his contract with the re- 
cording companies, the AFM was 
'to continue to collect royalties on 
;sales of all recordings made from 
masters during the period of the 
contract he was then advising them 
would not be continued. Recording 
companies admitted that the terms 
of the contract obligated them to 
continue paying the AFM royalty 
sums even if the contract was not 
renewed. But, they pointed out the 
terms of the Taft-Hartley law, 
which made it a criminal offense 
to do so. 


AFM’s last royalty checks were 
written early this year for the sec- 
ond six months of 1947. T-H law 
specifically forbade such payments 
beyond July 1 this year or beyond 
the expiration of a contract de- 
manding such payments. There was 
considerable indecision among the 
manufacturers as to which date 
should be observed for cutting off 
the payments, but Petrillo insisted 
they should continue. None of the 
companies are anxious to tangle 
with the criminal angle of the T-H 
act and won't pay. 


Local 802 Ups Scale 
For Sat. Club Jobs 


New York local 802 of the Amer- 

















jican Federation of Musicians has | 


‘boosted its Saturday night ‘club 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

Members of American Federa- 
tion of Musicians’ Local 47 last 
week received a letter from Local’s 
prexy J. K. Wallace stating that he 
(Walld®e) has been advised by 
James C. Petrillo, AFM head, that 
the AFM hierarchy needs no as- 
sistance from studio lot’ musicians 
in coming to terms with the picture 
producing companies. 

Thus Petrillo slapped down an 
effort by a large faction of Local 
47 musicians to insert their ideas 
into the discussions of’a new film- 
studio contract, now underway in 
New York (see picture section), 
Great number of local windjam- 
mers who habitually work in pix- 
scoring have been plaguing local 
union officials, asking to have 
either their views presented to film 
company reps through Petrillo, or 
be premitted to fiy members of 
their committee to N.Y. to per- 
sonally present their ideas. 


Under present setup, Local 47 
men do the work in the studios, but 
neither they nor the local officers 
have any say in contracts, working 
conditions or scale. This authority 
is invested in the AFM and his 
international AFM board. The 
Petrillo rep on the scene here, J, 
W. Gillette, operates exclusively of 
the local. He is now in N.Y., sitting 
in on the new pact parley. 

In his letter, Petrillo notified 47 
members that he has an “excellent” 
array of proposals to offer the 
studio reps, but has no intention 
of revealing them now to members 
here. Inferentially, the advice is 
that it’s none of their business. 

Group of lot-working musicians 
has scheduled a meeting at Holly- 
wood Masonic Temple for next 
Wednesday (25) night to again air 
their grievances. Whether it now 
will be held is problematical. They 
had wanted to buttonhole Gillette, 
pet he easted before they reached 

m., 

Essentially, the musicians are 
steamed up over pooling system 
which they claim cuts down on 
employment, and want it erased 
from upcoming film contracts. Last 
September I. E. Chadwick directly 
appealed to Petrillo, saying mem- 
ber companies of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers Assn., 
paying about $60,000 yearly for 
musicians’ services, could not af- 
ford that sort of nut. Petrillo cut 
back the demands in the contract 
in force, enabling the IMPPA to 
establish a pool of musicians and 
cutting tune costs to $40,000. It 
was the first cutback Petrillo ever 
had given studios since he assumed 
presidency of AFM 10 years ago. 

AFM leaders are presently work- 
ing up a new pact with major 
studios. Thereafter agreements 
with indies, both IMPPA and 
SIMPP, will be made. Present two- 
year pacts expire Aug. 31. - 


b] 
Bugs Baer’s Daughter 
And Fiance Collab On 
ee ‘ 9 
Official ‘Heart’ Song 

The N. Y. Heart Association's 
Dream House campaign now has 
an official song. It’s titled “My 
Dream House.” It’s another in the 
sundry tieups, such as the one 
with David O. Selznick’s “Mr, 
Blandings Builds a Dream House,” 
etc. 

Authors of the song (which 
Shapiro-Bernstein is publishing) 
are Atra Baer and Martin Kalman- 
off. Miss Baer, who assists “‘Cholly 
Knickerbocker” on the N. Y. Jour- 
nal American, is the daughter of 
the Arthur (Bugs) Baers. Her col- 
laborator is her fiance; their 
marriage is due this fall. Louise 
(Mrs. Bugs) Baer, of course, has 
| been one of the more vivid spark- 








this may be resumed when he gets job” scales by $4 per man for a’ Plugs in the Heart campaign, her- 


back to London. 





Freddie Fisher’s “Schnicklefritz”’ 


band held over at LaKota’s Res- | 


‘taurant, Milwaukee, until Oct. 10. 


| four-hour session. New rates, which 
apply to both Class “A” and “B” 
|spots, are effective Sept. 18. 


per man, respectively. 


Old scales called for $16 and sod 


_ Self a cardiae sufferer and only re- 

‘cently out of the hospital. Louise 

'Baer was one of Ziegfeld’s top 

— in the heyday of the “Fol- 
es.” 


Lee ee RB Ret Gare Neca ete nme me ne Kana a 


a — 2 








oo a ae “tere et eet 











—— Blk OC ODE Sl rl 
‘ 











wy wae oaN eS 


er lUT TS CUCU SCD 


wo 9 a eee SOU 











i oe | 


ee ON ee ee ee 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee SS ae ee lh OS SO — 


rr wen ert een ae rs” =a eS ew Ve Se ee ew SS a SO eee 

































































































































































































































































al ES HSA19He FIUZIU ty ‘OU ‘£70110 8109000 —————— —————————————————_—=— 
i: ™ 8 me = 9 as rag "te INS °° UNA esoy | AunongaW quoueg 9A I zg 
= ik L . . dvisvy. yeqoy’:: ploy JO JIuHE” AANOIOKM. CC zuaine’] ugor I ~ #0S 
a ee = ee eee ge eee eee tees Tt hee oe ee eee ee eee dvosv ST Sieg Sulppom Aanoaoyy Wosqry 2A2%S  & —yos 
ple 9 ee a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee dWOSY Aop-Ajueg asor ‘jg Woy AEM OM LIV iopIA hauMoW Aey CT TT 
of ¢ z ¢ ~ o e s avosv upon aisung, 91s;00, uipon syooig eppeH | v3r 
; : ; eee 5 Seite eS Bee er i dvosv YooleM  javayjaeMs oy) oq POD TJ. Ainmieay guamney uyor | ays 
> - 7 > oe ee ee eo ae ee ee eae et dvosv suieq Nox eAo7 | Avg Aloaq eiquinjoy souer Ailey 1 ast 
| See ams s $$$ eT a 2 ee 
3 L re > er, rr ae dvVOSvV. a0uylg wad ‘oni, oq 3,ue) no, uopuo]: wus eaaA LL ip 
7 L me a ee ed es ee oe ae: dVOSV " d-O1ideys*uuay, wory [arp ‘sexe, wo1y Aog “ “eIquiNnjop*-**" sojseq Auoy tI OP 
» L ve OL 24 c , a8 em © dVOSV s+ » osm @ jaine'y pres Cw © 6.0 OAS Ooh 0 @ A580 asoy suyjquey 2s @me 6 IOJIA ereerseeeeenes oul0od 418d 9 61 alr 
3 F . - ‘ ee ee ee ee ee eee dvosv auinog Ayeg UlezIeD 4UL jmMOL Zuos Auueg 1 WIP 
= g ° £ ee i, 2.” @6t” “eae. a'- “eg “Os @ aes dWOSV e ee “g0ueApY eeceoeewoececsihesiaces ‘MON 4103 ysne . eIquin[og > 2 be <-0' ® 6 BIZOUIS yurig € ZP Pe 
= 8 . — ER Nes IEC | I 6 ma care ae er ree Tae a a AL dvosv oseiqs ssoulddey AW Ama quaine’] uyor  z PE 
- g : ae on eet ee ee ee see ee eee ee ee dvosv Wd Apey Ajeaoy Ainotoy SuIseM PAL 1 ave 
8 ar RL Ta ER FRE ING UMoL eunyp SINVIIAOQ 1190 WM — Oe cs souor aids ZI LI GbE 
: - 7 = 1 Sana cheadaba avoSv yuwey xog © Ul Wg, Mg eiIqunjoy keq suoq  z OPE 
& ‘ “ ee £ ee a ee aveaue spe9a'T puejmopeaw =, IOPIA CC KeUueg x9L + SZ abe 
| s Y acer . 3 : 6 INd Sh wouy es te: “Taye M 1002) “0A aoiuow uysnea rl WPE 
6 ~ : - sy aeas eee emer eee x ae Oates FS Ek EER EY dvoOSV yea , we ND-w ——"Skey Appng Gee 
6 : ¥ eee ee te ee ea ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee en eee ee eee avosv DUA jusuIOW ey) SI SUL oNdeQ pioyeys of V2e 
OI 4 T =p dWOSV > 6 ee ata ooselqd ee & 0 ee ore Tce 6 6 Oe & s ssoulddeyy AW “a “BIqUIN[OD Rh RES $194S1S, upaeyw f we asz 
ol ee ee ee ee ee eee ea, ee ee gee ee ess eee dvosv yeqoy ploy JO ey] UN}ONEN uosiourg SSNY T = gz 
or - : < ” ri Sere ry dVOSVoOSNW ploy oao7] AW SI] 010M jouw sauny, anoq. | gz 
ol : 01 = z z _ oe ee re dvosv yoqou ploy jo ae [esdaaluQ sjeoruouuey iT V3z 
| tro oT - 6 Pe poo es Ox SADT te ee Sr ee a 
| a | Le L | Rn ae he as, <5 ae ave. apeyAey suyieg Apogaésaay [[eDQ nox pegpe: 885° °° qimsg your 7 1% ase 
| ZI > ~ Qe es Ing ssapnq ayes S,ueAvay Jog eiqunjoy Tqusogs, epneyyz WEE 
91 9 _ — > er ae ee are is a BET avosv. MeUNM wweW Sy AO}IA unaey Auo, + Ez 
eg 2 ; Le yo eae rer Se err ae 
LI 7 z EEE Ye Comme teen eT me Ce ee ees ee ee OT dvOSV aounlg: = yveq ‘onil, 9g 3,ue) nox” 101A Samer HOGI Bz 
$1 + ; ; a avosv spel Jayoodpoom Apoom jouded  uewsjysodg-ourlq PW L Smut 
SI “3 rs Wee Be a Pe go. Ee ee dVOSv iyeyseW | Zuyjaeg Apoqdisag [jeg nox uopuoytT ** yusourA ojuuy f ait 
SI 9 — r ; 2 eNO oe dvosv POM Zuyjoog A[uQ 240M NO, Tes | Ge 7 wouRg amig 9 $e OL 
SI — - ; ; Se ee ee ee ee avosvY Sulqqoy Sayoiy 94} YjeousepuQ uopuo] Byes eUllig + Le LI 
st 9 - , Seo renee tps oe dvosv. pao hem Su07 & auty no, iOpIA Koqurmow Aty 92 WLI 
lz r ; r — ; : - ’ RLS Ba PEMA. avosv TTT) | Sia yopeseq jo ycfeaeyey IOpIAT aoauoyy UysUtA OL &z@ 91 
az = : g ce ee ee oa ae avosv pinjxQo ssqjuo) Alo aseq Aned Ol 8l SI 
8% > _ " < ie% a rea Yee ees 1 Tek eS LO COOLER dvosSvY a0unig qeaq ‘oni, og },ueD no, “goed somiey WIG 6 x +I 
8% ; . ; Sa SC aa rn 8 Ce dvosv. MetUyA enn ge sew Ss - eIquNnjoo keq su0og 6 L gat 
Lika ¢ ne or T 9 L et: | * Cr. Eo ee 28y 3994S UI S|. * iii aie yun, eeMeeG = L 9 Val 
tn 4 € I Z ¥, + owt eb 2s oP dvVOSV + «3 eee oose[g ree s.¢ 26 Oe 0 6 6 8 6 ssourddeyy 4 sone €e 5b B000q eoseerr eserves ples3sz734 ea ZI ZI Il a 
OF 2 z ¥ I ¥ or Oot 6 i ee dVOSV |  ejsuewy a19GL 98 MOA, eqéem een *% °°: suryuer uopi0oy 02 6 or 
cr *- - b $ 6 c .* ee Z 9 . ore dVOSV "ar  Q1OWIIIG eb owed as 1ev3aq ‘oni og 4,ue9 nox ak OS Od opuoy ih oo ell QuUsEM *c-UlIgNyD | 1z P 6 : 
ad 9 g ¢ Zz oI iy g 9 c 2 0.3.08 dVOsvV es ta eee OA os = O69 6 6 6 4 4.8 8 € % 8 sory OvIU AA a1 Vee te B209q re sowAepy 4G LZ cl aL 
bP ++ Zz g or I ee = I Ps es EAR i, dvoOsv'°° °° aa ee ssoujddey SW uo 9 obo joydeg rr ar sisdid P%ld ZI €I WL 
6h eo. t g c s =e Z °° ee e- ¢c c See dvVOSv'°"*"° Ce A ae ssoulddeyy sW : uoweg’':****: 319938 vipuog-u0r ZZ II 9 ; 
£9 L Z I OI L oe zs + Z g o- *- Z a b ce eee dWOSV eee eee spsa'] eee ee et eee Jayovod poo Mm Apoom ce. eIquinjog Tier Se ee a 13shy Avy $I S ¢ , 
| I 9 ¢ ¥ gy ; Z me =f E : al xi” I RR Bend dVOSV iyeyAeW *  Suyaeg Apoqgdieaq [ep nox ene eS eoern IV Ot ¢ b 
PL Ol C ‘ 6 € $ I 6 9 I 8 ate dVOSV suueH ‘a ‘Li °° ssoulddey jo plig onjq ee squ00w VV Il g ¢ ‘- 
£8 [ L z 8 if 9 € € I z KS id gatas dWOSW " q-o1deyg ** «MOPEIK 94} Ul 9OIL,, joydej SUIIUM JorRsiew CC Ol é ' 
98 =f 9 Se L ~ 6 I z 8 $0) G G A T € iE ae if. (A 3 Seer Apoqeu0g eaoyT eiquinjoyj yaetQ “a-Aeqd sod = 6st OT a 
eT. vers : ‘or - “3 e s So] uy AA 
eLELE(P(ELEI EET PV E/E(EVEL SV EVEL EI ELE] ELE/ QUEL Elz i ie cia See a | 
= = v = = = a 
2 xj Zi g|fj sje Sie <1 Fl elel ele lt] Fl Fl al el Fle lel el es] wl 
KA ry el Si oj; rig. 8) si 8] gi] 8) al]! § | wee Seas Se ae T i | : Ty S| fidJUNOD YI JO SiojIaS 11D fO aanjoid aazsueyasdwor Dv jUasedd O} HAE OF joem 
4 2 3 si.8i¢eisil a | 1 2 5 5 4 © x o & i} ‘ - a < | FA Vl | fisva 111M sfiaxv0f puv saiziQ “urod auo 02 uMOp UO OS puD “GZ “ON D 40f 6 UONnueu ' i 
- | if ¥ | T t | & : Ss | 7 1 T | | 5 > T | p= e T Zz ™ I ‘ON D sof sjujod OL fo sispq ay? UO pajndwod asp s6uijvy ‘dol UO asoy} SB Nam : 
- I = | = | 7 | & 1 Q | = a 7 | T * a a = - > = ~ | sp fijtuppndod ut Buists sp10da4 asoy2 a1D91put 02 Paubisap st PUD Uuol]DU ay} SSOL4OT 
2 ‘.. = zia2 |: si! a » | Als = | = = | a | 7 2 3 pe Zz © > = o 4 siauulds-xsIp wos pa.iayiD6 UuoljDULLOjur UO pasDpq Sst u0rjD} 1d UL0d sd *$49U8}5}] * | 
Eig ataigl ble a Sielgidi gia) sj bl ejeilFl|el2|2] ONIGna | Fit ateee eee alo 
E r all OS bat ec on : 7| e139 bs 2 | 
0 | | |Z 4 
L Sh Fie RE Be | : ¥ 4 4 M ALUAVYA é | 
“uy juny!) ‘ow \° "'N| ‘pul | sen | “ang [soyog! Lor) ““>y | sryd [aqu | equa | wos ‘2G | 9y [PAD "1M | esna) “Wud | "Vv “T) “IHD | OA MON fi ae ( 
| “es “ued | -ueg | | “Way 204g |-81N0}) -s0g -DwO ‘ued | -wahs 
6s ‘SATMOOL NSIC .LSHAOAU. °S (A DNIGVAI VIA GATIOd SV i} 
¥ 


SOUR, puLe JUDIE pAovsy 


- 


dopte | 





»> 


| 











Wednesday, August 18, 1948 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





Inside Orchestras—Music 


Capitol Records’ prez Glenn Wallichs has dropped the idea of legal 


retaliation against RCA-Victor over the “imitation” of Cap’s “Nature | 


Boy.” Wallichs, whe last monih heid an indignation meet with com- 
any attorneys, decided that tune and sales are rapidly dying, and the 
CA release, featuring English singer Dick James, never caught on. 

Cap’s King Cole-Frank DeVol version sopped up the market before 

the RCA disk was released. DeVol, who arranged the Gole platter and 

packstopped it with his band, squawked lustily to Wallichs, but got no- 
where on an appeal to James C. Petrille. Musicians’ union prez didn’t 
even answer DeVol’s heated wire, asking Petrillo to remonstrate with 

RCA for what DeVol called “piracy” of his arrangement. 

Marian Kay and Helene Roth wrote a novelty ditty, with Al Pianta- 
dosi, titled “Darf Men Gain in College?,” which in Yiddish means 
“Must You Go to College?” It’s part of a recent cycle of gag titles 
(“Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen,” etc.), but in this instanee there has re- 
sulted some controversy from college students and professors who 
couldn't see the humor or the satire as result of disk jockeys in the 
Hollywood secter piaying the tune. A Rege disk was sent them. The 
writers also are west coast residents. The veteran Piantadosi is now 
in the publishing business in Encino, Cal. 








William Morris agency, which booked Jack Nye’s band into Mocambo, 
Hollywood, had to yank grdup to make way for Music Corp. of Amer- 
fca-booked D’Varga when American Federation, of Musicians Local 47 


ruled that D’Varga was not given “proper notice” when cut loose from | 
spot. After Nye’s first night, MCA, which handles D’Varga, squawked | 


to union that its man had not received “proper” dismissal notice. Local 
agreed with MCA, told Morris to withdraw Nye and ordered Mocambo 
to restore D’Varga to its bandstand for a full two weeks. 





Jimmy Dersey’s orchestra won't return to Casino Gardens. Santa 
Monica, Cal., spot owned by his brother, Tommy Dorsey. Though J. D. 
wanted to play the spot again as a means of avoiding one-nighters and 
remaining on the Coast, the spot recently reduced its budget, and 
J.D.’s band costs more to operate than the Casino could afford to pay 
under existing b.o. returns. 


y Band Reviews 


XAVIER CUGAT ORCH (19) 
With Norma 


| 
Mark Hopkins hotel, S.F. Disk, Music Sales 


Frisco Responsiveness to big- 























naine talent is proving itself again 
with a high pressure reaction to 
Xavier Cugat’s troupe, here pour- 
ing out full measures of rate—a 
dance music with enough novelty 
pressing to make the b.o. a cinch. 

Cugat’s combo of 3 violin, 5 sax 
to give his band an overtone of 
—. Together with his excel- 
ent choice of musical copy adroit- 
ly paced for variety, he is quickly 


Continued from page 33 = 


from England, ete. And in the 
event that sales really wax hot, a 
crisis will again develop along the 
lines of that of a few weeks back, 
when major company executives 
were of a mind to flout the AFM 
and begin fuliseale recording using 





‘Jack Mills Renews Four 
After Initial 28 Years 


i 
} 
' 


| Mills. 

‘Rose,’ “Old Pal, Why Don’t You 

' Answer Me.” “So Long, Oo-Long, 

| How Long You Gonna Be Gone” 
and “Let’s 

| Overalls.”’ 

| “Broadway Rese” 


Bands at Hotel 


Hotel 
ae Waldorf (400; $2) 


Renewal rights to a quartet of | 
top-bracket songs of 1920 were ac-! Freddy Martin 
quired last week by Mills Music, s,itch Henderson.. Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 
| according to company prexy Jack | Bernie Cummins*.. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 


Rand 


Tunes include “Broadway  B. Barron—3 Suns. .Astor (700; $1-$1.50) ..--: wees 





| * New Yorker, ice show. 


} 
All Wear a Pair of) 


} 
was written | 


3S. 
B.O.’s 


ao ee --ee 1 28530 4,550 
6 1,200 7525 
2 1,075 2,825 
1 3400 3,400 





by Otis Spencer, Martin Freed and | 4,050 tabs new attendance mark. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 906; $1-$1.50). Steady 2,750 covers. 


_-_—-— 


Gene West. Sam Lewis, Joe Young 
and M. K. Jerome collabed on “Old 


Pal.” “So Leng’s” authors are Bert | = 


Kalmar and Harry Ruby, while 
Ruby Cowan turned out “Overalls.” 


Parlaying Pacts Puts 
Ken Griffin in Middle 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 17. 
Ken Griffin, 
of “You Can't Be True, Dear,” in- 
nocently got caught in the middle 
of union-agent trouble here last 
week and came within an eyelash 
of not opening at Blue Ridge Inn. 
As it was, his first night was played 
under protest and it wasn’t until 
the following evening that the 
green 
At that, General Artists Corp. had 
to go straight to AFM chieftains 
for the okay. 


Ice Revue pulling increase to 4,000. 


Of Agent’s % Tussle 


organist-com poser | 


light finally came through. | 


Originally Len Litman had Grif- | 


fin booked for the Carnival Lounge 


but date set had to be inked out | 


when tunesmith was held over in) 
| St. Louis. Then Litman figured to | 


shift Griffin to his Copa, on same 
bill with Jerry Wayne, whose re- 


Los Angeles 


Dorothy Shay-Jan Savitt (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). Tremendous 


Chicago 


rn S : in.). Freak- 
George Olsen (Beachwalk, Edgewater Beach; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
ish mid-August cool wave held it down to 9,000 in this outdoor spot. 


Benny Strong (Boulevard Room, 


Flerian ZaBach ‘Empire Room, 


cover). Slight tailspin to 3,000. 


Stevens, 650, $3.50 min., $1 cover). 
Palmer House, 550, $3.50 min., $1 





Location Jobs, Not im Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Jack Fina (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). First week passable 13,000. 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree, 500; 
taining high 6,100. 


$3.50 min.). Danny Thomas main- 


Al Trace (Blackhawk. 500: $2.50 min.). Big promotion on Trace’s 
“You Call Everybody Darling” disk soaring take to 3,800. 


Lawrence Welk (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Jamming doors with giant 


19,000. 





(Los Angeles) 
Ziggy Elman-Top Notchers ‘Palladium B., Hollywood, Ist wk.). Strong 


13,000 callers. 


Frankie Masters (Aragon B., Santa Monica, 5th wk.). Hefty 7,500 


entrants. 


| 








On the 
New York 


George Simon due east next Sun- 
day (25)... Artie Malvin is the 
vocalist on Ray McKinley's record- 


cording of Griffin’s tune has been | itg of “All the Way from San 
a long-time best-seller. At last min-| Jose”: McKinley is named on the 
ute, however, it was decided to let Victor disk ... World label being 


Wayne go it. alone. 


About that time, Bill 
owner of Blue Ridge and a friend 


of Litman’s, told latter he was in} 


established by International Rec- 


Goldie, -ords, Nashville outfit, as hillbilly 


and race series .. . Sammy Kaye 
took on new vocalist named “Clem- 


| entine” . JElliot Lawrence 


acquiring a local fandom. This en- 
gagement should provide Cugat 
with a new seasonal port-of-call 
which in these unlush days is not 





a to-be-taken-lightly accomplish- 
ment. 

Cugats combo of 3 violin, 5 sax 
all doubling on ‘reeds or wood- 
winds, 3 brass, 5 rhythm, marimba, 
French horn, piano and “Cugat 
himself up front with violin, is top- 
‘drawer for dancing or just listen 
ing. Paeked floors for all sets is 

roof that it’s mostly dancing and 
ittle listening. 


musicians they claimed could be 
secured. 


If the companies have enough 
items left and can get enough sales 
out of them to tide them over until 
November, however, a possible de- 
sire to ignore the AFM would be 
submerged by Xmas biz. All com- 
panies (majors, that is) have con- 
siderable catalogs of Yuletide ma- 
terial, and the marketing of these 
annually takes precedence over 
pop items. 
months of every year, Xmas ma- 


During the final three | 


the market for a name act. Litman |} : al sa 
: : | playing afternoon sessions at Pea- 
agreed to turn over Griffin’s con- on ty 


bedy hotel, Memphis; band is set 
tract. Don DeCarlo, local agent, | for ‘Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, 
jhas an -exclusive on Blue Ridge over Xmas period .. . Jack Dona 
bookings, but he doesn’t hold an} hue, brother of Maestro Al. D. and 
AFM license. So Griffin’s contract | former member of his band in 
made the mistake of listing both | Frankfurt hospital, Philadelphia, 
GAC.and DeCarlo, each to receive recovering from ulcer operation. 
5°) commission. Under the circum- | 
, stances, Local 60 of AFM said that | 


! : Chicago 
Grit, who hols car im S| 4s traces een axing, “Yo 


y , |Call Everybody Darling” shooting 
_Goldie had already spent con-| over 150,000 mark here .. . Benny 
siderable coin on advertising and Meroff troupe at Schwartz Hotel. 





terial far outsells the year-round 
things. Which could mean that if 
September and October don’t bring 
a foreed showdown with Petrillo, 
the disk ban is likely to be main- 
tained until 1948. 


Meanwhile, music jobbers con- 


Big kick for the cover payers 
($1.50 nightly, $1.75 Fridays, $2 
Saturdays) is the bandstand rhum- | 

a-ing of Norma, a sliver of a 

oungster (daughter of Cugat 

andsman Albert Calderon) who) 
seasons the musical dishes with | 
SS bee ee ae — tinue to repert consistent gains in 


: ‘coe. sheet sales figures, which six to 
van: pe yt ‘aninaes vate 'eight weeks ago were at the lowest 
| point in 15 years. Not only are pop 


ye GE yom? gay — ‘tunes moving at a faster pace, but 
oe ave dance by Cugat and Sales of standard material, which 
Nerms is gay stuff. Demonstra- also had slumped sharply, are 
tion of “La Raspa,” dubbed #gain on the rise. 


| immediately 


appealed to GAC. | Elkhart Lake, Wis. 


... Bob Berkey 


/Agency, unaware of the DeCarlo!h.o. two more months at Melody 


' set-up and pointing out that it had 
booked Griffin into the Carnival 
| Lounge originally went to N. Y. 
AFM headquarters with its case. 
Meantime, Griffin’s opening at 
Blue Ridge was just a few hours 
away, and organist didn’t know 
where he stood. At last minute, 
AFM let him go ahead under pro- 
test pending review of the case. 
Following morning Local 60 was 
notified to give the go-ahead sigh 
to Griffin for remainder of week. 


Mill... Jan Sterling and Keenan 
Wynn, while touring wards at 
Vaughn Hospital, interviewed by 
disk jock Lou Zonka, who cuts 
transcribed show from his bed... . 
Johnny Knapp, Rondo record tenor 
iat Bowery, Detroit ... Joe Sher- 
man, unofficial mayor of Randolph 
Street, back from fourth trip to 
Mayo’s . . . Lawrence Welk hits 
one-nighters after current stint at 
Trianon, bowing at Oelwein, Iowa, 
Sept. 7, and winding up on Coast 
Oct. 15... . 








“Mexican Shuffle’ by Cugat, which 
had the dancefloor addicts doing, 





the item with enthusiasm, is strong | 
nevelty. 


— RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS |— 



































Quintones Combo 

























































































‘Cugat advent into Frisco is a 
high powered click from every 
slant. Ted. 
ahs Sai monte: VARIETY 
The Ledge, Old Orchard, Me. Bex ue r - 
Mal Lary is a local lad who has_ Survey of retail sheet music .| 81. 2 é 
worked with Glenn Miller (Army | . ; Sigis ned oS 
band), Randy Brooks, Ina Ray Hut- sales, based on reports obtained lg 0, E\o > 2/§ 
ton, Herbie Fields, | Tex Beneke. | from leading stores in 12 cities, 1s 2/2 s & eleie 
the ng around his home town for and showing comparative sales = re = Ae £ a Sa a Oj}/2/\ Sif 
foaal cites ue’. 16 aaa rating for this and last week. is 3 va = Pa Bie g E\;=| Oo 
at Skylight Lounge, White- | E ml. s ¢ |e 2 § z 3 : E T 
hall hotel, here going in with a} ‘S9lelaleiste = s|\ 218 A 
coal cane. Suecess of bookie ‘ S42 eie le ilsSiad 2 L 
ught i , offers, . ois * - | . . it = . 
yy Rg Week Ending ° (2/2) s\¢\z/#\)2\a\als|% p 
Lodge, suburban roadhouse. National i241" 1O15 h z zig) a/O] § 3 Oo 
Personnel, besides Lary on clar- |} Rating Aug 14 ie |Sleis sisi/#i/3/e/e|s| ! 
and alto sax, has Red Con- | : "ls lsig 2 eis isiSisi<| si Nn 
nors, trumpet; Gramp Nye, 88s; | This Last Fiezisig S\Sisi.|/sie|s| 7 
Freddie O'Connell, drums; Bill | [| wk. wh. Title and Pubiisher zictllals 2 Sialslelialalcsc!s 
<a" — (also in Se: as - : ————— 
qualifying as a vocalist. Al-| 1 1 “My Happiness” (Blasco) _.... 2 a. © i et oe 
crowd With beep iy marily | _2_3 “Tree im the Meadow” (Shapiro-B) 2 5 2 2 5 7 2 2 2 4 4 5 9 
S more heavily to dancers with || “32  “Wou Can't Be True” (Biltmore). 3 3 5 € 1 3 1 > t-..6 
y 
Geer ui oe ae oe 44 “It’s Magic” (Witmark) mnt 3 6 6 .. 6s 6 8:3 44cm 
ng version of “Perfidia” in 5 6 “Wou Call Darling” (Mayfair)... 5 2 te ar. § &  *.-2. 2. oe 
ie Ventura manner never | 6 5 “Woody Woodpecker” (Leeds) co: -— ww t'* 6 +. 2 2 65 
fine consent ae C7 with | “77” “Little White Lies” (BVC).... 7 oe woe SRR BoM, ES Te 
an cauaAaal tack Sostures a’ 8 . 8 “Leve Somebody” (Kramer-W)... 6 #8. 2 se}. Vins tee 
fugue for percussion and clarinet, 9 11 “Tea Leaves” (Morris)... ee “a - ... 1 
i geet “hanepcasl soloing || i909 “Maybe You'll There” (Triangle)) -# 3 10 ee 
ing from clinkers to ~~ iets ‘| 11 12 “It Only Happens” (Berlin)... 9 -- ie. - F_ cae - 
Harry James, is another standout | i214 “If I Live to Be a 100” (General). .- -- -- -- -- -- & 9 : 
arrangement. Don. 








Upbeat 


now at Shin’s, Cleveland ... Bobby 
Byrne into Claridge hotel, Mem- 
phis, Aug. 20 for two weeks... 
Harry Greven, booker, dissolved 
partnership with Paul Marr to open 
own agency .. . Orrin Tucker into 
‘Aragon, Aug. 31... Johnny 
Moore’s Three Blazes starting one- 
‘nighters in Gary, Aug. 21, ending 
in Oklahoma City, Sept. 10... 
‘Remco Distributing takes over 
Harmonia records for midwest .. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Selvin in Chi- 
cago .. . Joe Reichman into Schro- 
eder hotel, Milwaukee. Sept. 14, 
for three weeks . . - Billboard At- 
‘tractions to o agency in Cleve- 
land, with Lynn, former band- 
‘leader, in driver’s seat ... Henry 
Busse slated for Blue Reom, Roose- 
_velt hotel, New Orleans, Sept. 1... 


. |Miguelito Valdes at Carnival, Min- 


neapolis, Sept. 14-27 ... Heney 

Dreamers quintet will work with - 
Art Mooney band at Ilinois State 

Fair, Springfield, Aug. 21... 


Hollywood 
Leonard Sues’ ninc-p’ 





iece orches- 
tra stants six weeks at El Rancho, 
Las Vemae at $1.500 weekiy, Sept. 
oes as Burton 


nitery Sept. 15 at $3,500 weekly. 
‘Combo will play fortnight at Club 
|Moderne, Long Beach, at same 
figure, beginning Oct. 6... Page 
Cavanaugh Trio drew 2-weeks at 
Oriental Theatre, Chicago, starting 


‘Continued on page 36) 


J 
Morris-BVH 
Continued from pare 33 


deal was imminent with either 
, Metro or Par. 

| Sidney Kornheiser, who had 
| managed the B-VH setup while 
_under Morris, and who was to have 
gone with deal the writers 
_made elsewhere comes back into 
| the Morris picture under the deal. 
‘He'll headquarter in Hollywood, 
' while Morris himself will alternate 
| between the two coasts but main- 
taining his Hollywood home. 

Melrose Music, a Morris firm, 
will be handled in N. Y. by Jack 
Lee and in Hollywood by Jack 
Maas. Morris and Mayfair firms 
_ will be run by Paul Barry in N. Y. 
and Sam Weiss on the Coast. 
_ Spot. formerly occupied by Henry 
Spitzer, as general manager. will 
not be filled. Morris will direct 
all activity. Spitzer is now in 
business for himself in N. Y., in- 
cidentally, 

Morris’ new deal with B-VH adds 
up to an increasing list of writers 
with whom he has publishing ar- 
|rangements. In addition, there are 
Frank Loesser. David Rose, Hoagy 
|Carmichael, Sammy Cahn-Jule 
'Styne, and Harold Arlen. Loesser, 
|incidentally, is east preparing his 
\legiter, “Where’s Charley,” and 
|Kornheiser will remain in N. Y. 
‘until that show opens before mov- 
ing west.. 
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. 3 
| GAC, Brooks In | BMI Won't Dol 
. . 
AFM Hearing On ——TaTerY TT Talat, Guarantee Coin 
= Survey of retail disk best wi | v4 | wh | = | ~ 
sellers, based on reports ob- e | Sila) ot ates as o : p 
Pact Wrangling tained from leading stores in Bi. Ee 5 S 6 a 2 5 To Back Pub Cos 
12 cities, and showing com- =| &| i hand ae %| & E Eig 4 ° ° 
‘ 1 ine 2 ; ; } . ; @ om n — 
procneral Artists Corp. and Randy a — rating for this >| el] a | 5 | =| be é & v 7 21S) Broadcast Music, Ine., has not 
s will lock horns before the ‘ Blel =] | &) & c 3 | 9 | recently 
American Federation of Musicians 7 5 | E eg © 6 | Slelgle Ala] &! - stig Nagtboy rere acoaggi erie gud 
over his management contract a! tie 7 | | i Els ; © | TI a}; | which it underwrites affiliate pub- 
with the agency, Maestro last ; * 71 =| & ios) SLwetSliaeiatl ait lishers. Radio-owned organization 
gp served ae with notice that National Week Ending | pi ] 7 |= < | = | ve J oe ee | iv . states emphatically that it has 
e was cancelling the agreement, ati i 1 | a a}; 8) &| giv ot titenn aranteei 
lehich Sinn entan Gene te og Rating i Aug. 14 s | cis yi - : d eia|s t given up all ideas of guaranteeing 
‘ |} #$| €|/e2/<¢] €/ 8 Sile|;ai/e| N any minimum amounts of cash 
Rr "Gat was based on a This Last | =| = | sig = gi"lslele| 3) 7 yearlyeor any ott to set 
claim that GAC had not secured agg ay ; oi | lw | S| Sissi @P@liselisisis yearlyeor any other way to up 
any bookings for his band for more wk wk. _ Artist, Label, Title _ oii oo m8 SEE © | aa aR = pS iol = music business ventures. 
than four weeks, the prescribed PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) Recent Joe Davis-Murray Wizell 
a, gr ae ad pe pa 1 2 “12th Street Rag”. ; . = oO eae Se oe Pe ee ee ee deal and the arrangement made 
-tor ontract is automatically ne; eae se PS eda Pee SO ‘ith Nicky Campbell are simply 
“2 ’ MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) with CKY pbeil a ply 
cancelled. GAC’s = answer to ® re, ~ a “ a a a ot 6 2 8 10 51 /agreem@hts to pay so much coin 
Brooks has a humorous side; it 2 te sree _in Ss Meese -.-: - = for rf > btained b 
admits not having booked the DORIS DAY (Columbia) ' elther, Vis-shieh the mais at both 
band for four weeks, but asserts 3A 5 “It’s Magic”... .... Sy 1 i: SET s__ BES a ESET ES aa | firms will be cleared through BMI. 
it hasn’t been able to find the K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) | Added to the performance monies 
leader to offer him dates and has 3B. 1 “You Can’t Be True, Dear”... 7 er ee oa ee re ee ee: 50 ‘are occasional advances against fu- = 
gone so far as to phone his New D. DAY-B. CLARK (Columbia) jture performances. Otherwise : 
England home searching for him. 4 4 “Love Somebody” .. 55 4 4 3... .. 8 ... 8 10... 41 || BMI is doling out coin only after 
Also, GAC points out, Brooks has — yeerwcuass eine oanan ~ || performances are logged. 
not had “an organized band for y AL TRACE (Regent ‘ : geese § 
much longer than the four-week 5 3 “You Call Everybody Darling”... 3 3 7 ..%*.. 6 3 4 .. .. .. 4 §| It’s pointed out that last week’s 
period Brooks is taking advantage fens PIED PIPERS (Capitol) bacco. of the new —— tnadaaer 
of in an attempt to release him- 6 18 “My Happiness”. Sea SARESS i I eR ee gorge a ee en 
self. GAC also points out, in a GORDON JENKINS (Decca) Pred pee nag aa Bharagg irene ony 
loa - ad “ | the inactive Maestro Music firm, 
Jetter to the AFM _ contesting 7 9 “Maybe Youw’ll Be There”’........ .. ee at ye) Sas : alt ae : ae 21 which had b t in 1941 
Brooks action, that A. Edward | ~—~——pprimA SGALA (London) 7 nieseliiohdbn nar Begging 
Masters, his attorney, has been in 8 10 “Underneath the Arches”........ Rein aie ke Me ee Pe Oe , 
PAnrene BEM Connon Ue reoshed. ——~ “PICK HAYMES (Decca) Waring’s Conv. Date 4 
lr ges mang 3 peed an pr dfien 9A 8 “Little White Lies”............. 0 .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 10 .. 3 .. 17 || Fred Waring has been signed to j 
approximately $10,000. ART MOONEY (M-G-M) | headline talent at the annual Can- 
9B 13 “Blue Bird of Happiness”........ Fa, STAC Oe TT ee, ee rr egw | and Supplies Assn. 
JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) ‘convention and exhibit Jan. 15-19 
Mesto ger Contact Em- 10A° 8 “My Happiness”.............-.. GA RON in are ae ee ee eae th — et 9 will aa ‘ 
ployees runs its annual golf tour- ME 'SMEN (Cap) a a a foe 
ney today (Wednesday) at Beth- | ae, Seee cee e | history for this affair. ; 
y y th- |] 10B 6 “Woody Woodpecker”........... ad pee Se i ee SE eg 
page State Park, Bethpage, L. |, | ELLA FITZGERAED ) = | Convention is expected to bring 
using two courses. Medal play | ELL coat wae 5 . | 20,000 visitors to the resort. 
will again decide the winner in 10C 6 My Happiness”......... PEAEE S. ee o< a's we oe ee ee e. ee ee 15 et 
one 18-hole round. Jule Stern D. DAY-B. CLARK (Columbia) 
won top prize last year. is ae we RE EE eee ae oe eer. Say ae eee cas LS Paeeree ae 15 
AT ET 3S RR a FERN UE SEER PERRY COMO (Victor) 
11 és “It Only Happens”.............. i hi a eee MRE eee | Se ee ee 13 
RAY McKINLEY (Victor) 
12 16 “You Came a Long Way”........ ‘Peat ek Ae ee Ge a ee ee ee ee 12 
KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
13 7 “Woody Woodpecker”........... Oe ee See ee _ ee ae ee ee 11 
BENNY STRONG (Tower) 
144A .. “That Certain Party”............ BS ge Oe A TE Eero ee 
ANNIE VINCENT (Mercury) 
14B 17 “You Call Everybody Darling”... .... .- ...-. «. «.. «. «.. J .. ,, 10 
HARMONICATS (Universal) 
14C 16 = @ileie of Gole”...,.......+-. cas-.s OR LE Mae OEE T OE TO OE eT Te eee 
| PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
| a) ee. ee nee eee FLED iy ae Ute Rome LO eel ree eee et Caner ee 
By JOE BURKE and 1 SARAH VAUGHN (Musicraft) WEEE Latth Gin hr ae 
JOE McCARTHY, JR. 15B 15 “Ite Magic”......- eS rey mL PE ORE PPT Re CEN ae. poe Tee ee 9 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) . 
(ee) gar GR. SO ao ee PPereres Re ee TT eee eer 8 
LAUREL MUSIC co. CONNIE HAINES (Signature) | 
1619 Broadway, New York 16B .. “Dark Town Strutter’s Ball”. .... a ee PSS ee OR ee cae ee Ley 8 i A GREAT 
TOMMY VALANDO || ' a ee Te | 
oO | FIVE TOP EMPEROR WALTZ | ALBUM NO. 3 MUSIC FOR SONG HITS OF OUR) THEME SONG 
P ee ROMANCING TIMES RHYTHM BALLAD 
ALBUMS Bing Crosby Al Jolson Paul Weston (7 Albums) (Various Bands) |) 
j Decca Decca Capitol Decca Columbia | 
os es p lback here from New Orleans, for | | if 
BIG CITY | | ‘Cocoanut Grove stand starting | M i N te 
Upbeat iJ Sept. 7, with two-weeker at Lake-| usIC Notes 
° iside Park, Denver, Aug. 20... | 








T 
DON Continued from page 35 saad |Million Dollar Theatre bought | OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 




















: ._|Memphis Slim. band, Chi outfit,) Lee Gillette moved up from as-| 
BLAME Aug. 19... Wesley Prince, ex-King _week Sept. 14, Jack McVea combo | sistant director of repertoire to the vere Seen Se hem 
‘Cole bassist, joined Happy Johnson | will split billing on show . . . Ivory post of director of folk and west-| 
‘Five .. . Harry James, upon re-|Joe Hunter into Cricket Club for oi repertoire £ « Peavdibainey: 
ME ‘forming band after layoff, will trek |*W9 weeks, begining Aug. 18. | cra oire for Capitol Records | - 
Mischa Novy orchestra h.o. - » + Tex Williams opened Dallas A Sure SWEET Hit! 


ee bane : ° at | , 
jeast.on gigs, sandwiching in a 16 Fairmont hotei, San Francisco, for | Music pubbery (ASCAP) to handle | 


Music by. .? day stand at Texas State Fair,/two weeks...Trenier Twins band western and novelty tunes . . | SAY SOMETHING 


- Dallas, Oct. 9-24 . . . Cab Calloway.| hack to Somerset House, Riverside, | J 
Ppt Be. » | Jeanni < mee in,” | 
JIMMY McKUGH combo inked for two weeks at Club/¢or four weeks...Frankie Carle | “You dg SM gr Again, | W 
R oderne, Long Beach, opening | closed at Casino Gardens Sunday | Lend Me Your Ear” ‘ aa | S EET TO YOUR 
OBBINS | Aug. 27 at flat $4,000 per frame . . . | ; 2-d ar published by | 
t bee, 8) and takes a 12-day vacation Pie Music ... Danny Thomas into | 
el Courtney band breaks jumP | pefore beginning series of Coast! Chicago theatre with Marie Mac. SWEETHEART 
SSS | one-nighters Aug. 20 in Stockton| Donald Sept. 3... Dick Powell 







































































































| oe A ae Le N. Y., with | on LONDON RECORD #260 with 
° all.” . . . Ted Lewis’ Aug. 19 | 
| Pittsburgh ental sate gees Ate’ THE LAW IS COMIN’ 
i . . | Tex Beneke plays one-nighter at | Ay Meee to Labor Day. Lewis, after | 
America's No. 1 Saxophonist West View Park Aug. 25... Ped Py ee checkup, was instructed | FER YA PAW! 
| Weems opens two-weeks at Bill = ake a month's rest to ease his | MILLS MU P 
ts Green’s Aug. 30... Vic Damone aanae 93 ; M-G-M Records pur- | SIC, INC. 
back to Copa Monday (23) for sec- Sp ¥ i ll from the Bache- | 91619 Broadway =e New York 19 
ond date at Lenny Litman spot in| sett or $2,500... Vietor You | LT 
js six months . . . Al Marsico band ¢, Hal Wotlic = Somdues ae 4 
an back into Nixon Cafe after vaca- | 5 e Accused” at 
MISS tion; Marsico has batoned music Ahmar ae Pate Robert Emmett 4 NEW NOVELTY SONG 
JACKIE KANE at Tony Conforti’s spot for nine jront slated for similar assign- | TEENY WEENY OONY 
a RAY KARL BENN years . . . Madhatters follow 18- Jones.” on studio’s “Sorrowful EENY FRANCES 
1E GREEN week run at Town Casino, Buffalo, | a ’ ¥ . . 
At the Conclusion of Four Weeks at | with jseene may + bes win organ eens currently at Slap- ] By Joe Schuster and Sid Friedman 
\ists, Ralph and Buddy Bonds, hold- , L. A., inked to a writing Publi 
ROYAL ROOST, NEW YORK \ing over... Baron Elliott, WCAE + we gg by American Academy of |} 1 Peng sey: Hay von rie? Y 
Engagement Extended 4 Additional Weeks Senet Wend inte, eet Yew park a | : vee 
Jeasti ° ‘. ‘one week, following Lee Kelton’s | Serr emcee 
. ng Mee National Records |WJAS staff crew... Buddy Martin, | aE Py Bee mo 
after run at Copa as singing pianist, | ; M1, | 
EXCLUSIVE |now at Hollywood Show Bar with BERNIE W ' 
ASSOGIATED BOOKING CORP. |quartet which includes Elber Mori, AYNE and BEN RALEIGH'S 


MANAG EMENT— 


clei ci 014 sida te es go — brother, Elmer; nee, | LAUGHING 
if+h an ony Fornaro, guitar .. .Or-| 
745 Fifth Ave., New York 22 203 No. Wabash Zanist Marjorie Siightham eed ‘ i THE OUTSIDE 


PL. 9-4600 Chicage era ae Sore at Roosevelt hotel (CRYING ON THE INSIDE) 
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‘RH’ Logging Syst 
Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. | 
ances lists tunes im the survey, based on four major network schedules, | 


VARIETY 


Lyle Fogel, Pla-Mor Op, | 
| Hurt, Wife Killed, in Crash 


Kansas City, Aug. 17. 
Mrs. Mary W. Fogel, was killed 


They are compiled an the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; and her husband, Lyle L. Fogel, | 
2 points for sustaining vocal; 2 for local commercial instrumental; 3 One of the operators of Pla-Mor | 


jor local commercial vocal; 4 for net commercial instrumental; 6, net- 
work commercial vocal. + indicates film excerpt. 


SURVEY FOR WEEK OF AUGUST 6-12 


Plugs Sust. Sust. C , bankment near Wamego, Kans., | 
7 heard in ‘Inst, Voce amet: Yoram Bete last ‘Saturday. (14). Miss ‘Ethel 
A Tree in the Meadow—Shapiro. N. Y. 9 17 1 10 233 Walker, sister of Mrs. Fogel, also 
; Chi. 2 11 7 9 was injured in the accident. =! 
Fars 8 15 Fogel sustained a fractured hip 
It's Magic—*“Romance on High N. y. 0 i8 221 and ribs and injury to the verte- 
Seas” —Witmark ............. Chi. 9 15 “*brae. Miss Walker suffered a frac- 
oe 15 16 tured leg. 
Dolores—Famous ............ so HH Y 8 16 211 
Chi. ] 16 
ee ae N.E. Ballroom Ops Eye 
Put "Em In Box—?“Romaisce on N.Y. ° 9 168 ° 
High Seas’—Remick .. Chi. 9 Totem Pole in Search 
L. A. 15 
Blue Shadows on Trail—j‘‘Mel- N. Y. 11 138 Of Successful Formula. 
ody Time”—Santly ........... Chi. 
a. AL | Boston, Aug. 17._ 
P. S. 1 Love You—LaSalle ..... N. Y. 128 With resort and dance hall biz 
Chi. off all over New England, local ops 
: a ] are ogling the two spots that are | 
Woody Woodpecker—Leeds ..... N. Y. 12 still in the chips, Roy Gill's Totem | 
Chi. Pole in suburban Boston and Ed | 
i A. |Enegren's King Phillip, Wrentham, | 
Little White Lies—B.V.C. .... N. Y. 118 to see what makes them tick. 
Chi. ; Totem, ong a fave for the high 
we school set, goes light on the name 
Love Somebody—Kramer-W .... N. Y. 111 band policy, bringing in a top crew 
Chi. only oceasionally on a one-night 
o - stand basis, and then only on the 
Fella With Umbrella — “Easter N. Y. 110 spot's own terms. Gill doesn’t go 
Parade’*—Feist ............ Chi. for fancy prices. 
hk Ballroom is currently handling 
Confess-——Oxford ............ te T ] 109 | between 2,000 and 3,000 people 
Chi. |from Wednesday through Saturday 
wz? at $1.75 a couple, with Al Dona- 
Everyday I Love You — +“Two N. Y. 1 102 | hue’s band working every night 
Guys From Texas’”—Harms ... Chi. |Save Thursday, when a name. band 
: Fe aa; * eons mae if it me ae po tly 
sbir * Happiness , | to eye. herwise, hall is dark on 
say 7c i eam r. ms ao 101 | Thursdays. Donahue, incidentally, 
hd il he is - we eo re a _ disk, 
v He < 7 , a locally-produced Crystal Tone. 
One Ei ape Muh Nei oY: 90 | King Phillip, unlike the Totem 
ee 1 | Pole, operates on a name band 
Highway to Love—B.M.I. ....... N. Y 9g | Policy only, having done fairly well 


You Can't be True, Dear — Bilt- 
ae GF ir CREA ON RP 


Just for Now—Advance ......... 
You Call Everybody, Darlin’ — 
DeRyiO 26%". aes ch OS ee 
My Happiness—Blasco ......... ° 
A Most Unusual Day — }“Date 
With Judy”"—Robbins ......... 


Rambling Rose—Laurel ....... e 
Baby Don't Be Mad—Paramount. 
A Boy from Texas—Shapiro . 

Rhode Island Famous for You— 


*“Inside U. S. A.”"—Crawford. . 


Steppin’ Out my Baby—? “Easter 
Parade”—Berlin ..........--. 


ballroom, was seriously injured | 
'when their car skidded on wet | 


* stage excerpt. 
|; pavement and rolled down an em- 





ithis season with such outfits as 
Tommy Dorsey, Tony Pastor, Ray 


— 
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|Eberle, Lawrence Week, Louis 
oe 94 | Prima and Ted Weems. 
Chi. | Ed Enegren, Jr., third of the 
L. A. ‘name to operate the amusement 
N. Y. |park on Lake Pearl, tried local 
Chi. bands first, but they didn’t pay off. 
L. A. 1 | This season, with name bands only, 
N. Y. 83 the hall scaled at $1.00 a head 
Chi. | Tuesday through Thursdays, $1.50 
L. A. Fridays and Saturdays, the place 
N. Y. began to roll. 
Chi. 
L. A. | 
N. Y. 82 Armstrong Combo Set 
L. A. . : 
ae ‘i For Click Club, Philly 
Chi. Philadelphia, Aug. 17. 
L. A. Louis Armstrong’s six-piece com- 
N. Y. 1 79 | bination will inaugurate a new 
Chi. policy at Frank Palumbo’s Click 
L. A. Club, Sept. 6. Armstrong will start 
N. Y. 78 Palumbo’s idea of an occasional 
Chi. musical “act” such as Armstrong’s, 
aA. YT in conjunction with a dance band. 
N. Y. 74 | King Cole Trio is also being nego- 
Chi. tiated for. 
in Armstrong’s booking into the 
N. Y. 74 | larger Click, which has used name 
Chi. bands almost exclusively since 
L. A. opening, is due to the high b.o. 





LAINE VOCALS CRACK 


BALLROOM B.0. MARK *"" 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 


Largest coin he ever netted for | 


figures he ran up during a recent 
operator Bob Murphy, paid $400 to | “< / i 
Jimmy Zito orch which backed | distance from the Click. This spot 
uses small combos exclusively. 








Satchmo Marks Anni 
Atlantic City, Aug. 17. 
Louis Armstrong combo marked 
Gene its first year as a unit at the Club 


Krupa, T.D. Set for CNE 


Toronto, Aug. 17. 
to Sept. II, 





> ue. ae 


One-nighter, approximately $2,500.) Krupa’s orchestra will play the Nomad Saturday (14), where the 
Was pocketed by Frankie Laine Canadian National Exhibition Aug. | group is on a four-week run. 


for a Saturday (14) date at Balboa 27-28 and Tommy Dorsey follows 
Beach Ballroom. He cracked the for three nights, Aug. 30-Sept. 1.|including Jack Teagarden, 
Terpalace record with 6,530 cus-| 


tomers at $1.25 per head. 


In on $1,000 guarantee against : is 
50%, Laine collected $3,280 from | “Big Show. 
LS 


Armstrong said that his gang, 
Earl 


Likelihood that other name “Fatha” Hines, Barney Bigard, Big 


| 


| bands will be signed shortly for Sid Catlett, Arvelle Shaw, and 
remainder of Canada’s annual Velma Middleton, will return for 
‘another tour of Europe in the Fall. 


date at Palumbo’s Ciro’s, a short | 
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+ ; P 
Songs with Largest Radio Audience § 
+ 
Songs with Largest Raqio Audience : 
+ 
. : udi- + 
The top 32 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Au . 
ence Covvrabe Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over z 
Radio Networks, Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 4 
John G. Peatman, Director. z 
Survey Week of August 6-August 12, 1948 D4 
A Boy From Texas... ..<. 005+ eaeeseseiee nreeees Shapiro-B z 
A Fella With an Umbrella—i“Easter Parade”...... Feist + 
A Tree In the Meadow ...°.... wc ceccterire ese vt eee Shapiro-B t 
Baby Don’t Be Mad at Me.......crceeeeeerereeees Paramount z 
Beyond the Sea a oh Coa be Raed) cel + ane Chappell + 
Blue Bird of Happiness hee Alen Gena oe eee D4 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—+Melody Trail”.......-. Santly-Joy Di 
Baomfews 256s PE ew Re Oa. ee ee Oxford + 
CURIAM 2. ics ck Bes oc eee ow s bee ae ew Martin z 
Dolores ; gps ceed SEsER Famous + 
Ev'ry Day I Love You—i“*Two Guys From Texas”. . -Harms + 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside U.S.A." .......006eeee00. Williamson z 
Highway to Love : Nt. Rei oO eS ERT ae BMI + 
I’m Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover............. Remick z 
Only Happens Dance With You—/“Easter Parade”. Berlin 4 
It’s a Most Unusual Day 5 Rte ale. As ae Oa Robbins 4 
It’s Magic—7‘‘Romance On High Seas” ........++++ Witmark z 
Judaline—t“Date With . Judy”. ...... vs Se bce ee: Robbias 4 
Little Girl . + EE ty daceley wale tie cs FIR Oe Leeds q 
Bittle White Lies 6166. vkenl sss aus Foy cee hat BVC z 
Love -Gomebody ..¢. 0s ices owe sees OWI Oh eS Kramer-W + 
P: S: I Love Yow. «.... 6b hdbods 0E6 ies OR LaSalle ,' 
| My Happiness Pee er ek. Blasco 4 
Put ’Em In a Box—i‘‘Romance On High Seas”....;. Remick 7 
t Rambling Rose . $32 as ese bine we ae Laurel Bf 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby—?i“Easter Parade”.... Berlin t 
Takin’ Miss. Mary..to the Ball . ..\..6ikas oer tees Miller 
'2 When the Red Red Robin Com’s Bobbin. Along. .... Bourne 
| Whisper a Word of Love...........esessesseeeees Leeds 
Bi Woody. Wootinecker.. 0) .4)..45 636 eteentvrdsek ... Leeds 
14 You Call Everybody Darling ......¢.sce.csecceees Mayfair z 
FOU Cast Boe True DOae 2. | ..0cwthW heck od ok isi as Biltmore 
The remaining 26 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
yt ee. eT a tere Sap me ie Pay nile al Fox 
Better Luck Next Time—7‘Easter Parade” ........ Feist 
Best Things in Life Are Free.............. ..+.. Crawford 
Paramba It's. the: SAMDA. iiss ices di Goan sieeseews Martin 
CHUL eOtnRe, CID. 4: o p.oce ido 3:4 Ande o BORTSAG. RT Mellin 
Cuckoo Bird Waltz...... ip ec maihs ORE ERRORS Lutz 
Don't BiaMe DAO: . «2 irns vse cick VRPT eee oe Warren 
Bi: Bea: TOO. WHRONIR,. 00%. 2ctca's Sepshee Ee beled bac aoe Advanced 
I Went Down To Virginia................. sere 54 Jefferson 
I’d Love To Live In Loveland ........5..0000% ..» BVC 
It’s So Peaceful in the Country................... Regent 
It’s You Or No One—?‘Romance On High Seas”.. .Remick 
Be ae ee ee OSs er Advanced 
Lonesome PEP OPER TE iee oe hee Republic 
Maybe You’ll Be There... ee ee ees “eS Triangle 
Night Has Thousand Eyes—7“‘Night Has Eyes”...., .Paramount 
Nobody But You Cee ee Ee Duchess. 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You—*“Inside U.S.A.” . Crawford 
NT ER UW ES Ss ec ORV Le eee hides eae Pemora 
TOG Tees i I AT. ae 6 Re a ea ae Morris 
Temes t Lave oo. ors AR, Be i ee Campbell 
Tile Ta Che Beemione: a5: 80s HP AES. Vd ae .. Robbins 
We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye .................. Words-Music 
You Came a Long Way From St. Louis........... Jewel 
You Were Meant For’ Me’... oi. decrees ... Miller 
Yours Tee ea aes Cee: soe Mian s catia ....»Marks 
* Legit Musical. +t Filmusical, 
+ 








"AM Songsmith’s ‘Oscar,’ ‘L.A. PAT CLUB SIGNS 
A H’wood Bowl Preem) WILLIAMS FOR 6 MOS. 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. . Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

| Lucky is the amateur songwriter ‘Tex Williams’ 13-piece oatune 
/who wins out in a contest spon-| band is set for a six-month, non- 
‘sored by the Hollywood Bow! Assn. |cancellable stand at Riverside 
|With prominent composer-band- | Rancho, according to terms of a 
‘leaders assisting in screening the |contract deposited with Local 47, 
best tune from entries submitted | American Federation of Musicians, 
‘before Friday (20), the prize- | by Marty Landau, operator of ball- 
'winning . selection will be the room, It’s the longest period pact 
| piece-de-resistance at a special pdp | 8iven a band by a terpalace here 
isong concert to be held at the |!m many years. 
|Bowl Aug. 28. On July 7 Williams opened pres- 

Among ‘judges who are slated to |ent date at the Rancho, on a deal 
‘appear at the amphitheatre on that | giving him 65% of gross take. He 
‘evening are Victor Young, Johnny has been averaging about $2,300 
‘Green, David Rose and Ferde weekly for the four nights a week 
'Grofe. Winning number will be spot is open. Thos®@ are the terms 
orchestrated by Bert Shefter. Mills which prevail in the long pact, to 
/Music will publish the winning | which is shirt-tailed ‘a six-month 
‘tune. option. 
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one of the most potent tele for- 
mats, the coming fall season is ex- 
pected to see further experimenta- 
tion in the presentation of vaude 
shows in video. 

Most watched tayout in the 
vaudeo picture will be the Texaco 
Show (NBC) which has signed Mil- 
ton Berle for a 40-week stint start- 
ing Sept.’ 21. It's expected there 
will be considerable switching 
from the current Siar theatre for- 
mula of providing several top name 
comics along with expensive acts 
of various types of support. 

Show's handiers expect to have 
Berie contribute the major portion 
of the comedy. Imasmuch-as he 
does bits with various turns, 41.2 
zany note will still be predominant. 
He'll be given writers and will have 
a hand in selection of surrounding 
talent so that he can build rou- 
tines around them. 

One of the feasons for the switch 
is the scarcity of topflight come- 
dians. Shortage of comics in New 
York, origination point of the Tex- 
aco Show, is expected to be more 
acute during the winter Florida 
season. 

Even now Texaco bookers have 
been forced to repeat acts, such 
as Jackie Miles, Jack Carter, Morey 
Amsterdam and Henny Youngman. 

Well-spaeed repetition of-acts is 
regarded as no drawback to a good 
shew, but Texaco toppers do not 
waat to be hit by a name shortage. 





D’Angelo and Vanya opened 
Meaday (16) at the Piping Rock, 
Saratoga ‘ oe as replacement 
for Copsey and Avres. 


‘iva | 
HUSSON 


“Mr. Everybody’ 











Closing August 13th: 
* Henry Grady Hotel 
Atianta, Ga. 


Coming up: 
* Esquire Club 
Wichita, Kans. 
© Leke Club 
Springfield, fil. 
* Brown Hotel 
Louisville, Ky. 
lAvailoble Sept. 27th) 


perseaal management 


* Phil Offin 
48 W. 40th Se, 
New York City, N.Y 











Necessity of Repeating Top Talent | 
Cues New Berle Texaco Format 


With vaudeo now esiablished as+ 





A&C Pact With Morris Agcy 


Bat MCA Collects on 3 Deals 


William Morris Agency, which 
recently signed Abbott & Costello 
to a booking contract, will not 
share in two iucrative nitery en- 
gagements to be played by the 
team. Comics’ deal for 
Quarters in N. Y. and Miami Béach, 
was set by Music Corp. of America 
befere Morris contract was final- 
ized MCA reports that since it 
submitied the comedians for the 
Latin Casino, Philadelphia, it will 
get full commissions if the deal is 
signed at any time during the year. 

Comedians open at 
Latin Quarter Jan. 6 and follow 
at Miami Beach branch in four 
weeks later. Salary is reported as 
$12,500. 


AGVA Rules Stripper 
Must Pay NO. Cafe Op 
$18,000 in Pact Breach 


Stacey “Stormy” Lawrence, 
nitery stripper. was adjudged 
guilty of contract breach via ar- 
bitration decision at American 





| Guild of Variety Artists last week. | 
Latter ruled that inasmuch as she | 
‘had signed .a 


” 


“play or pay” con- 
tract with Stanley Lyle, operator of 
Stormy’s Casino Royale, New Or- 
leans, which still hada year and 


13 weeks to.go, she would have to) 
‘pay the operator full amount, in) 


the neighborhood of $18,000 and 
would be placed on union’s 
fair’ list until she paid. Original 
pact was for three years at $300 
weekly. 

Case was tried 
Lawrence in absentia. but repped 
by her husband. I. Robert Broder, 
N. Y. theatrical attorney, repre- 
sented the cafe operator. 

Lyle testified he had spent con- 
siderable coin in building up Miss 
Lawrence into a petent attraction, 


and had named his spot for her 
when she signed ‘the three-year 
pact. He also said he paid her 


$100 per week while on a four 
weeks’ vacation. Further testimony 
proved, according to AGVA, that 
dancer accepted the money without 
having any intention of returning 
to fulfill remainder of contract. 


>. 





Danny Thomas’ Vauders 

Danny Thomas is slated to make 
a tour of vaude houses at the head 
of a unit. He's being packaged 
with Marie MacDonald and other 
acts and will start at the Chicago 
theatre, Chicago, Sept. 3. 

Unit goes into Chicago theatre 


_at $15,000 and percentages. 


Thomas will do a singie when he 


goes into the Koxy theatre, N. Y., 
late September or early October. 





Dean Murphy has signed with 
Music Corp. of America. 
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Ernie Byfield Reopening 
’s College Inn Oct. 15 
Chicago, Aug. 17. 

The College Inn of the Hotel 
Sherman, is slated to reopen 
,around Oct. 15. Spot will get a 
| surrealist decor and will have a 
‘flock of models to act as steward- 
esses. 

Ernest L. Byfield, operator of 
the hotel chain which includes the 
Sherman, Ambassador and Hotel 
Ambassador East, all Chicago, 
is planning to install a sea- 
food bar at the south end of 
the room. Name for this section 
of the room hasn't been decided 
Byfield had planned calling it the 
Davy Jones Locker, but there’s 
already one Chi fishery with that 
labe!. He’s negotiating to buy the 
billing. 


Performers Playing 
ALC. Niteries Doub! 
On Polio Benefits 


Atlantic City, Aug. 17. 

Entertainers appearing in Atlan- 
tic City’s nite spots have gone all 
out to make August a month-long 
|earnival for the kids of the Betty 
Bacharach Home, which treats 
youngsters afflicted with polio and 
rheumatic fever. 

Peggy Lee started things off on 
the last day of her date on Steel 
Pier by making a return visit to 
the Home with Dave Barbour and 
the: trio and venirileguist 
Douglas, of the same bill. 

Buddy Greco and his trio made 
trip from the Penn-Atlantic Hotel 
ithe first week in August; which is 
set aside as “Betty Bacharach 
Home Month,” and during which 
‘funds are raised to 
charity institution's building fund. 

Belle Baker, starr at the Cli- 


quot Club, appeared af a show put | 
on by the kids of Camp Beach-' 


wood, a resort day-Camp, and sang 
several numbers during their “Gay 
| Nineties” revue. 

Arthur Tracy, Street Singer, 
who is spending the summer in 
nearby Pleasantville, made a visit 
to the Home, during which he sang 
|as long as the kids asked him to. 
He will be guest star at a party to 
be given at the home of Milton 
‘Fine, in West Atlantic City, next 
week, for the benefit of the Home. 

Olsen and Johnson took their en- 

teurage from the Steel Pier to the 
Home on Saturday, and cheered up 
the kids plenty with their variety 
of tricks and. entertainers. The 
Mighty Atoms, midget group, went 
over big with the youngsters, and 
Kate Murtah’s facial contortions 
left them limp. 
, George A. Hamid, Sr., is taking 
‘the circus acts which appear on 
his two ocean piers te the Home 
this week. Since construction work 
has taken away the small yard the. 
Home had, it will be necessary to 
put the circus acts on in the street. 
This will mark the first show ever 
to play in Lengport traffic. The 
| circus was skedded for Sunday, but 
‘postponed due to conflicts. 

Capt. Stubby 
\appearing in the Chelsea Hotel 


Grille, went to the Home on the. 


‘same day as Olsen and Johnson. 
Their repertoire’ was suited to 
| their audience and they did a fine 
half-hour. 

Louis Armstrong and his combo 
from. the Club Nomad, starring 
Fatha’ Hines, Jack Teagarden, Sid 
Catlett, Barneys Bigard, Arvelle 
Shaw, and Velma Middieton, will 
visit the Home this week. 


Ice Shows to Be Fixture 
At Mpls. Hotel Nicollet 


- Minneapolis, Aug. 17. 

' New floorshow policy is being 
imaugurated by Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace. It'll have Dor- 
othy Lewis ice shows year around, 
instead of only during summer 
months. ‘ 

New shows wili be produced by 








for the 100m every two or three 
‘months or as frequently as busi- 
“mess demands. 








| | Cavalcade of French Stars | 


Set for Versailles, N. Y. 


Margaret Phelan has been set for 


the Versailles, N. Y., Aug..25, suc-- 


ceeding Nancy . Donovan. 
Piaf, the French singer, who ap- 


low her aU s 





Suzy Selidor, anather Tine ne | 
stress, due later in the year. 


Roy | 


assist the | 


and Buccaneers, i 


Henso to mitt the gang. 


Miss Lewis with her as the star) 


peared there _ season, will fol- | 


hh Ce : 4s. 
aided! a a : Hebel sits th | 


Congressional Probe of Vaude Union 


Philadelphia, Aug. 17. 
A Congressional 
will begin hearings here on Mon- 


subcommittee ! 


day (23) to learn the background | 


of the dispute in which three local 
groups seek to represent the local 


variety artists. 

Cong. Carroll D. Kearns, who 
conducted the Petrillo investiga- 
tion and ¢he Screen Actors Guild 
probe, will conduct the hearings 
here for the subcommittee of .the 
House's Education and Labor Com- 
mittee 

Among other things the commit- 
tee will probe into the activities 
of the National American Guild of 
Variety Artists and its parent 
body, Associated Actors and Art- 
istes of America. Among those 


Ed Sullivan’s Vaudeo 
Tilts Salaries; Indie 
Agents Will Book Acts 


Indie agents Harry Bestry and 
Sol Tepper have been assigned the 
task of funneling talent for N. Y. 
Daily News columnist Ed Sullivan’s 
vaudeo show, ‘Toast of the Town.” 
Assignment was made after 
}van found it was difficult to per- 
sonally catch all acts. Consequent- 
ly, auditions will be held by the 
percenters Wednesdays at the Nola 
Studios, N. Y. 

Simultaneously, 
‘mums have been increased from 
$75 to $100 for singles, $125 for 
deubles and $150 for trios. Only 
Standard vaude and nitery acts will 
get these amounts, while top name 
performers will be given individual 
deals. 

Columnist’s talent budget is 
$1,350 weekly exclusive of music 
and production costs. 

Under the current setup, Bestry 
and Tepper will not issue contracts 
for the show. Sullivan will con- 
tinue with that chore. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Aug. 17. 

Moe Gould, film salesman, re- 
ceived all-clear papers and green 
light to resume work. 

James Kirkwood Jr., and Lee 
Goodman, nitery entertainers, 
stopped off and gave the Rogers 
gang an hour of top entertainment. 
Isabelle Rook 
panied them on the piano. 

Ines (Loew’s) Groething back at 
lodge after attending funeral of her 
mother in N. Y. C. 


show's” mini- 





Sulli- | 


(Rogersite) accom- 


Joe Phillips, formerly of United | 


Artists accounting department, 


checked in for observation and rest. | 


Colonial Inn, under aegis of Rob- 


ert Puccini, is new nitery here. Joe_ 


| Boland Trio heads floorshow. 
Bob Cosgroves in for his annual | 


summer vacation on Lake Flower. . 


Lila Lee tendered a bedside 
party celebrating recent progress. 
These attending were her son, 
James Kirkwood, Jr.; Lee Good- 
man, her sister; Mrs. Leonard Tuf- 
ford, of Elyria. Ohio; J. Arthur 
Slattery, and others. 

Ruth Tarson took a week off 
from strawhat tour to visit Mary 
Mason, who is doing nicely. 

Harry Martin, comedian with 
“Laugh Time” unit, in from Lake 
He has 
leased a camp on St. Regis Lake 
for balance of fishing season. 

Robert “Hap” Connelly, Sr., an 
Fredy Day visited Tom (IATSE 
Curry last week. 

Village solons arranging for $20,- 
000 appropriation to remodel old 
Day Nursey in William Morris Me- 
morial Park, to be turned into a 
Teen-Age Canteen. 

(Write te these whe are iil.) 
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MAXIENE 
SULLIVAN 


_ CURRENTLY 
LONDON CASINO, ENGLAND 


earner, 


hater 9A war dro te € 
1.’ 2 e* ' 


summoned are Paul Dulzell, presi- 


dent of the 4A’s; George Hel*r, 
of AFRA, and Dave Fox, Dewey 


' Barto and John Donohue of AGVA. 


Tipoff of probe came yesterday 
with service of subpoenas on 
agents and managers groups in 
this city and local AGVA rep. 

Among those subpoenaed ' 
were Edward C. Zwicker, presi- 
dent of the Entertainment Mana- 
gers Assn.; Joel Charles, secretary- 
treasurer, of EMA: Edward Saks 
and Edna.Graham, booking agents; 
Bob Bennett, president of Variety 
Bookers Assn. and Vito Melfi, local 
AGVA rep. 

House investigators ordered wit- 
nesses to furnish ail correspond- 
ence with AGVA and the Four 
A’s and all the minutes of both 
organizations from Feb. 1, 1947, un- 
til last August. The witnesses were 
also asked for information con- 
cerning AGVA members, and 
agents and night club owners said 
to have been placed on an “unfair” 
list issued by AGVA. 

Man behind the projectile is be- 
lieved to be Dick Jones, executive 
secretary of Local No. 6 of AGVA 
and long-time stormy petrel of 
National AGVA. 

Jones, at any rate is taking cred- 
it for launching the Congressional 
inquisition. Concurrent with the 
service of the subpeenas Jones is- 
sued a press announcement stat- 
ing that he and members of the 
Local had urged the hearings be 
held. 

The Four A’s and AGVA had 
been striving to take over the lo- 
cal here and establish a branch in- 
stead, Jones said. The matter is 
now under litigation in Common 
Pleas and District courts here. 
Jones’ fight in AGVA for the au- 
tonomy of the Philly local is of 
long-standing. 


THREE 
WILES 


Held Over London 
Casino, Currently 
Fourth Week 


Reviewed July 22, 1948, 
London Casino, England 


PERFORMER says: "The Three 
Wiles, an American girl and two 
men dance team. Their best effort 
at this performance was a toy sol- 
dier number which brought dewn 
the house.” 


PERFORMER, July 29, 1948 
“The Three Wiles scored 
with a bright dancing ect that 
decidedly novel in theme oo 
mirably executed. aon 4 
er magical and 
items mede for an 
weeden soldier sumber that 
for them on epreericus and 
served ovation.” 
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The De Leon 
Sisters 


“Those Dancing Darlings” 
Carrently 


BROWN HOTEL 


LOUISVILLE 
Available August 30 


Direction: 
TOM FITZPATRICK 
130 West 42d St., New York, N. Y. 
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Lean Season Looms for British Acts As | 


Merger Cancels Vaude in G-B Houses 


London, Aug. 17. 
Lean pickings for vaude artists 
js seen here as a result of the de- 
cision of the Rank organization 
to cut variety out of Gaumont-Brit- 


ish theatres, following so soon after | 


Bernard Delfonts decision to quit 
London Casino on October 16. 
Change in Rank policy is due to 
the pooling of Odeon and Gau- 
mont-British circuits under the 
Circuits Management Assn., and is 


officially described as a “closer sie, | 
tegration” of policy by the two) 


groups. 


Odeon houses have never de- 


parted from screen entertainment, | 


but some of the major G.-B. thea- 
tres have from time to time put on 


vaude shows, and particularly at. 


Christmas time have had live en- 
tertainment, such as pantomime 
and circuses. Now these also are 


to be dropped, and in future both | 


groups will have films only. 

Gaumont-British policy was to 
put in a vaudeville season as and 
when the occasion arose and it be- 
came a feature of some of their 
more important nabe and out-of- 
town theatres. Abandonment of 
that policy will be felt keenly by 
vaude acts. 


Decision to walk-out of the Ca-| 


sino by Bernard Delfont has not 
come as a surprise here, as he was 
not in a position to compete with 
Val Parnell, booking Palladium 
and Moss Empires group. Stars 
brought over from U. S. & Delfont 
were barred at Paynell’s houses, 
and could only hope for limited 
engagements after playing Casino. 

Consequently, Parneli’s domi- 
nating position in securing top acts 
like Danny Kaye, Jack Benny and 
the Andrews Sisters overshadowed 
the more modest efforts by Del- 
font’s opposition house, and unable 
to get the topliners capable of fill- 
ing his theatre twice nightly, Del- 
font wisely decided to quit before 
he was faced with losses. 


Delfont claims his 15-month 


THE WHOLE COCK-EYED 
WORLD WANTS TO LAUGH! 


No Giggtes... fe 
Wo Chuckles... 





























AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION | 
BEAUTIFUL GIFTS | 
AND SUR-PRIZES ! | 


BOOKED SOLID 
ALL SUMMER 


AVAILABLE 
AFTER LABOR DAY 


® Direction @ 


CHARLES YATES 
745 Fifth Ave., New York City 


——_____— 


SPARKLING 
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Photographs 




















/season at the Casino has broken 
even, but observers here reckon 
the venture cost him close - on 
| $4,000 a month. 

| Meanwhile, Parnell is continuing 
,at the Palladium with American 
_ headlining acts. Andrews Sisters 
'month’s run will be followed by 
Dinah Shore and Betty Hutton. 
each of whom have been signed 
for a month, and then Ella Fitz- 


gerald and another topliner al- 
ready in the country. That will | 
virtually take him through -to 


/Christmas, when he switches over 
to pantomime with Tommy Trinder 
starring. 

On the other hand, Delfont, who 
now has Hoagy Carmichael at the 
top of the Casino bill, is following 
with British comedian Max Miller, 
Harry Green, and winds up on Oct. 

|4 with Italian tenor, Tino Rossi. 





31 One-Nighters 





| 
| Any increase in the number of 
|Loew and RKO one- and two- 
_nighters in the New York vicinity 
| will depend on the picture situa- 


| tion. Both circuits together have | 


|31 vaudeville stands around the 
city, and possible increase in the 
fall will be determined by the 
drawing power of films. 


are up when the vaude shows are 


are increasing because television 
has given impetus to the increased 
interest in live talent. However, 
since both circuits are primarily 
in the film business, live talent 


particular houses. 


Most houses play vaude shows , 
on Tuesdays, since that’s an off- | 


night in most sections of the city. 
But even with the offish b.o. on 
those evenings with straight pic- 
ture fare, standees are evident at 


For RKO, Loew 


In nearly all houses, SRO signs | 
played. Policy turns in a hefty | 


profit on these stands and indica- | 
tions are that popularity of shows | 


must be fitted into the needs of | 


Palace ‘Revival’ 

WJZ-TV, on the cceasion of 
its debut in New York, staged 
a lavish vaudeville show at the 
Palace, reviving that one-time 
bigtime flagship in all its glory. 

All details in the Television 
section. 


Committee Set 
~ To Curb Beneht 
Shows Abuses 


Projected changes in Theatre 
Authority setup are being studied 
by a committee headed by Dave 
Ferguson, executive secretary of 
the Jewish Theatrical Guild. Com- 
mittee will meet Aug. 30 to finalize 
any revamping of the setup, and 
adoption is expected at the Sept. 2 
TA meet. Other members of the 
committee include Mrs. 
Moore, representing the Episcopal 
Actors Guild, Mabel Roane, Negro 
Actors Guild, and Henry Dunn and 
Dewey Barto, of American Guild 
of Variety Artists. 

Appointment of the committee 
followed the demand by the AGVA 
for elimination of all benefits 
where everybody but performers 











are paid. Meeting last week heard | 


this issue and appointment. of com- 
mittee followed. 


Committee’s plans haven’t been 
made known. However, it’s be- 
lieved that a general strengthening 
of the regulations governing bene- 
fits is favored. 
most 


| gratis talent at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y. Organizations get- 
ting cuffo talent will have to prove 
that performers will benefit from 
| the auspices. 


Pooling System Seen as Only Salvation _ | 
For Towns Unable toSupportTopCafes = 


Pooling operations of night clubs , while the Chanticleer will assume 


} 
| 
| 


_ appear in the wind for many major 
cities. 





Percy | 


Committee will | 
likely move to eliminate | 
Many organizations now getting | 


realize they can’t win in the battle 


'many towns can’t 
than one major nitery. 


en rapport came last week in Bal- 
timore where the Club Charles and 
the Chanticleer agreed on differ- 
ent operations so that each can 
stay in business. Terms call for 
the Charles’ operation as a nitery, 








New VHCS Units 
To Play 30 Weeks 


Veterans Hospital Camp Shows 
will start its fall season with 10 
new units which will carry 130 
performers comprising 70 acts. 
Tour will be 30 weeks and will 
service 109 hospitals as against 
101 when started last year. 

Premieres are set for Septem- 
ber and October. Earliest open- 
ing Ezra Stone unit at Fort Cus- 


ter, Wyc., Sept. 1, and latest 
slated for Ft. Dix, N.J., Oct. 11. 
Schedule calls for “Spotlight 


Capers” to open at the Veterans 
Administration hospital, Butler, 
Pa., Sept. 20; “Harlem on Pa- 
rade,” Sept. 13, Fayetteville, Ark.; 
“Round-the-World Revue,” Rose- 
burg, Ore. Sept 10; ‘Broadway 
| Hillbillies,” Pasadena, ~Oct. 4; 
\“Words and Music,” Columbia, 
'S. C., Oct. 4; “Going to Town,” 
, Oteen, Ore., Sept 27. Others are 


AGVA reps are expected to to be announced later. 


press for their original demand 
| that performers be paid at affairs 
at which stagehands, musicians, 
' caterers, hall rentals, etc. get their 
‘coin. However, if the rest of the 


they'll press for the most stringent 
control possible, including elimina- 
tion of most affairs now getting 
gratis talent, as well as AGVA 


‘only are the Franklin, 
| Hamilton, Chester, Proctors (Yon- | 


_ SARAH VAUGHAN’S ACT. 


most shows. approval on every benefit. 


The RKO chain leads with 16 


stands. Playing Tuesday nights 
Regent, 














Linkletter Touring 
Airshows on 1-Niters, 
With Charity Tieups 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
Art Linkletter hits Pittsburgh, 


kers), Keith’s (White Plains), Madi- | 
son, Bushwick, Greenpoint, Tilyou, | 
Republic, and the Prospect. The | 
125th. street theatre plays Tues- | 
days and Sundays; Royal, Mondays 
and Tuesdays, and the Orpheum, | 
Tuesdays and Fridays. Sept. 2 to travel the two air shows 

Tuesday night stands on the he emcees, “House Party” and 
Loew chain are the Willard, De- “People Are Funny.” Sponsors of 
lancey, Premier (Yonkers), Fair- both are partial to peregrinating 
mount, Triboro, Boulevard, Gates, program and Linkletter will be 
Coney Island, Prospect (Flushing) touring greater part of the season. 
and the 46th Street. Wednesday Charity tieups been arranged en- 
vaude stops are the Oriental and ygute. Boston, Louisville, Dallas 
Melba, while the Bay Ridge gets and St. Louis. follow Pittsburgh, 
Thursday showings. The Bedford then Linkletter returns to Holly- 
displays are held Monday and wood for three weeks before hit- 
Tuesday and the Orpheum shows ting road again, this time covering 
also Monday and Tuesday. Denver, Kansas City, Salt Lake, 


CHI HOODLUMS DISRUPT |: * 





new season out of town, being 


Dallas, where his first three broad- 
casts will originate, starting Oct. 8. 


Chicago, Aug. 17. 


| 


committee refuse to go that far, | 





N.Y. COPA ANGLING 
MARTIN, BURROWS 


The Copacabana, N. Y., is cur- 


jrently cickering with Tony Mar- 
| tin and Abe Burrows to play that 
| spot sometime next year. Martin 
|is likely to start immediately after 


| Joe E. Lewis closes early in Jan- 


uary with Burrows succeeding. 
Martin’s deal is reportedly around 
$9,000. He got $7,500 on previous 


| Copa date. 


The Copa date, if finalized, will 
be Burrows’ first. major nitery 
stand in the east. He has already 
played on the Coast after having 
achieved a reputation as a radio 
wit and comedy songwriter, 


White’s Video ‘Scandals’ 
George White's “Scandals” is be- 


ing submitted as a video package 
by Sol Tepper. Vet showman plans 





| to use many of the blackouts and 





chief feature at Texas State Fair, | 


Before season gets underway, | 
Linkletter will embark on tour of | 
Sarah Vaughan, currently ap- | one-nighters, state, county fairs. | 


pearing at the Chicago theatre, Opening Thursday (19) at Daven- | 


' barrage which hoodlums let fly | 45-minute audience participation 
during her stint Saturday night shows on succeeding nights at 
(14). Singer broke emotionally Muncie, Ind.; Terre Haute, Ind.; 
and ran offstage. In the excitement Mason City, Iowa; Sac City, Iowa; 
the vegetable slingers were able Sjoux Falls, S. D. Shows follow 
to make a getaway. Dave Garro- “People Are Funny” format, with 
way, Chi disk jockey, immediately added feature of microphones in 
berated the youngsters in a speech audience for question-answer pe- 
calling for tolerance. riod on Hollywood, with Linkletter 
| Miss Vaughan, who resumed the on receiving eng. 
‘following show, headed a show $3,000 nightly guarantee against 
/made up of the platter pilot, Toni 50°, of gross. 

‘Harper, Two Ton Baker a_ local 
\disk fave and the Herbie Fields | 


band. | 
No one could account for the ac- 








Icer’s Long Tour 
New edition of Arena Managers 


Chicago, wilted under a tomato port, Iowa, putting on hour and 


He’s drawing 


sketches of his original series of 
legiters as well as a line. 


White, who recently Made a) 


comeback, last produced at the 
Florentine Gardens, Hollywood. 


Operators have come to | 


a cocktail lounge format. 


| bitterly. 


tween Curly Harris, 


with this face-saving format. 


| Dick Henry, of the William Mor- 
ris agency cafe dept., will do the 
majority of the Chanticleer book- 
ing, and Sol Tepper, who set tal- 
ent for the Charles, will get the 
*;} commissions on talent he previous- 
ily booked and which will play that 
Booking of the spot, 
>accofding to Shaw, isn’t on an ex- 
|clusive basis and all agencies can 
However, 
Henry because of his connections 
with Harris, is expected to do most 


‘spot again. 


;place talent there. 


of the booking. The Charles will 
shutter Aug. 23 and will reopen 
Sept. 3. 


| Nitery pooling operations haye—-—--—— 


/not been as direct previ6usly. In 
|most instances; a spot has been 
bought up by the more prosperous 
| operator and kept dark. That con- 
dition exists’ in Boston. where 
Mickey Redstone, is keeping the 
Mayfair under wraps, while ‘his 
Latin Quarter operates. There 
have beer other instances where 
a cafe owner has bought up spots 
in order to stave off competition. 


However, the majority of night 
club owners are no longer that 
prosperous where they can buy out 
real estate. Consequently, this 
coming season is likely to see other 
deals with pool operation of sev- 
eral niteries. Majority of these 


deals are likely to come in towns 
outside of New York and Chicago. 


Film houses have tong operated 
under such pooling arrangements, 
but most pools have since been dis- 
|solved because of the anti-trust 
proceedings against major studios. 
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HELD 


Our thanks to: ; | 


PHIL AMIGONE, Owner 
JACK GROOD, Mgr. 
FRANK SENNES, Booker 
Pat Van and Orchestra 
And the CHEZ AMI 
Staff and Audiences 


For Making This Such a 
Wonderful Date 








tion, except by the overall state- 
ment that there’s no telling what 
hoods will do. Miss Vaughan is ex- 
‘tremely popular in the Chi area. 
having just completed a date at 
the Blue Note Club, Chicago, and 
is slated to return to that spot im- 
/mediately after completion of her 
100 Photos—3 Poses—From $50 | theatre engagement. . 

Reprints or Repros, 100 for $15 | The incident is a virtual repeat 
‘of one which occurred at this house 


JAMES KOLLAR 


By Appointment Only 
NEW RATES 











RKO BLDG. |last year when Perry*Como was 
Shite Sixth Ave., New York pelted in the forehead hte sosees 
S89? 5 0+ oGiedte 142 of hard candy. He walked offstage 

. Taare : ‘immediately. 





Assn. of “Ice Capades” tees off at 
Pittsburgh Gardens, Sept. 8. Lay- 
out will play until next July or 
August before going to Atlantic 
City to start rehearsal of next edi- ' 





tion. 

Tour will embrace Cleveland, 
Philadelphia, Buffalo, Toronto, Pages of 
Montreal, Springfield, Boston, 


Providence, New Haven, Washing- 
ton, Hershey, St. Paul, St. 5 
Chicago, Omaha, Kansas City, Ft. 

Werth, Los" Arigeles, Cihelnnint Tae | 





PAIGE 


at 
AMI, 





OVER 





David and 








Romance 


Until the close of last season, 
both spots had been competing 
. Each attempted to top 
| to top each other with attractions. | the other in buying attractions, 
Again with the high cost of living. | and both dropped plenty coin. Af- 
support more ter a summer of negotiations be- 
Chanticleer 
The first instance of a pooling operator, and Tom Shaw, head of 
Charles’ combine, they came up 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wedmeeday, August 18, 1948 





Copacabana, N. Y. 
Morton Downey, 


Young, 
Durso 
bands; $3 minimum. 


Copa Girls; 


Jean Carroll, 
Ray Arnett, Betty Bonney, Ralph 
Michael 
and Fernando’ Alvares 


! 
| but it’s a cinch the customers have | 


|other ideas. 
| Downey’s choice of 
\eanny. He knows how to group 
'them. He held the usually al fresco 
|Copa like a chautauqua. He mixes 
ihis songs like he mixes his small- 
| talk and aside-patter to pals around 


tunes is 


Merten Downey, perennial juve-' the room. Downey, in short, made 
nile, has been around a long time, 4, August premiere at this East 


and has come a long way from the 
days when he toted a prop banjo 
in Paul Whiteman’s S. S. Levia-'| 
than orchesta and then “surprised” | 
the customers by chirping a mean 
top tenor, without benefit of the) 
wasn't | 


pseudo-plipkety-plunk. It 
long before Downey threw away 


the prop banjo and also his 802 


card and embarked as a straight 
thrush, with accent on the Irish. 


Through the years Downey has 
tried to do two things and suc- 


ceeded in only one. For a long 
time he kept himself broke by 
building up a $1,006,006 annuity; 
the other try was to duck that Irish 
minstrel connotation. He succeeded 
the first time, staked a claim with 
Coca-Cola for which he waxes pro= 
lifically for spot commercials (and 
also as an investor), and from that 
he pyramided into the Stork Club 
set, winding up a three-way partner 
with Sherman Billingsley and pub- 
licist Steve Hannagan in a perfume 
importing business. With the Stork 
Club boniface’s predilection for 
“jarvesse he figured it was cheaper 
to have his oWn perfume business 
—and his pals, Downey and Hanna- 
gan shared the idea. 

This marks Downey’s first saloon 
engagement virtually since those 
Whiteman days. He did segue into 
Roger Wolfe Kahn’s illfated but 
completely out-of-this-world Le 
Perroquet, with its goldfish-bowl 
tables, a $40,000 bandstand for a 
dream band the millionaire maes- 
tro had assembled, and at that 
time Downey was engaged at the 
then “big” price of $500. He also 
worked for Billy Reose’s Casa 
Manana, another prohibition peri- 
od bistro. 

In the interim he has sung in 
many a key hotel, but the Copa is 
really Downey’s first straight N. Y. 
nitery engagement in many a year. 
The premiere night dispelled any 
worries. Not only the Stork Club 
bunch, Joe Kennedy and kindred 
ringside roeoters, but the customers 


|60th street spot an event. Carmen 
|Mastren trio is expert musical 
background. 

Likewise eventful is Jean Car- 
'roll’s impact. Here's a comedienne 
who from here on should ring the 
bell in important quarters. She isa 
cinch for any rostrum or room. She 
works like a man; in fact her race- 
track tout stuff is a bit reminiscent 
of the Jackie Miles technique, but 
fundamentally her personality is 
distinctive and her own. The over- 
tones of Berle, Miles, et al. are 
more suggestion, certainly not car 
bon copies. 

Formerly of Carroll & Howe, her 
husband Buddy Howe ‘is now a 
GAC agent. Strikingly reminiscent 
of the late Beryl! Wallace, the Earl 
Carroll beaut, her monolog is a 
blend of mimicry and_ straight- 
forward gagging. The buying-a- 
dress routine is a gem. The race- 
track stuff punchy although the 
constant references to the Racing 
Form, etc. more becomes a Joe E. 
Lewis than a femme. As a mono- 
loging comedienne she’s a rarity 
in-or out of niteries. That she holds 
them in this bistro is doubly to 
her credit. For the Copa, it’s a 
smart booking indeed, in view of 


ithe now stylized idea of the name 


on the whole went for.the tenor’s | 


forthright, surefire songalogs. At 
his portable, miniature Steinway, 
with attached mike, he was a boy- 
ish, well-poised authoritative song- 
ster who sang_marathon medleys 


of past and present pops, inter- 
spersed with occasional Gaelic 
airs. He may want to get .away 


from the “Irish tenor” connotation, 











COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theetricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Geg File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


“ 3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE Cory OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS.” The Shew-Biz Gagazine with 

each $3.00 minlmwem order. 
Send Me for lists ef ether comedy 
material, songs, paredies, minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. 
Ne €.0.D.’8 
PAULA SMITH . 
2ev W. 54th Street, New York 19 








WILLIE 
SHORE 
Latin Quarter 


————_— 








_ New York 





, (15); 


headliner and the No. 2 act being 
a chirper or a terp team. The No. 
2 act has never been a comedienne, 
and by contrast alone it’s socko 
booking. 

The show otherwise remains fun- 
damental, with the same numbers 
and routines. It’s a credit to the 
wardrobe mistress (or the manage- 
ment) that the costuming remains 
as fresh and new as it is. Likewise 
new is Ray Arnett, replacing Ray 
Malone, in the terp specialty spot. 
Like Maione, Arnett is a “cute” 
tapster who does all right with his 
opportunity. Betty Bonney con- 
tinues as the prima, an okay thrush 
opposite Ralph Young singing the 
male lead, notably the now hit 
song, “May I Hold You When the 
Dance is Over.” Monte Proser has 
been fortunate with successive re- 
vues in always snagging a hit tune, 
viz, “Lot of Coffee in Brazil,” 
“Red Silk Stockings and Green 
Perfume.” etc. ‘ 

The Copa girls are back to their 
high standard. Mike Durso per 
usual plays a tiptop show, also for 
dansapation; and Fernando Alvares 
whips up the OK Latin mens 

el. 


Coceeanut Greve. L. A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 
Dorothy Shay, Jan Savitt Orch. 
cover $1.50 weekdays, $2 
Saturdays. 





_ Dorothy Shay, second topliner to 


mer personality-plus-band policy, 
walked into a room which had 
turned away over 200 customers. 

“Park Avenue Hillbilly,” in her 
first west coast appearance in three 
years, was kept in the spotlight for 
a full 40 minutes: She went 
through 10 numbers, nine of which 





‘were mountain tunes to be found 
‘on her Columbia Records. Addi- 
tional song, ballad “He’s The One,” 
which Miss Shay penned was the 
only weak spot in her presentation. 
Jan Savitt’s- orchestra, three 
irhythm, string quartet, five saxes, 














| two trumpets and the maestro, are 
an uninspired group. Free. 
werner one —— a 
a ememmcenammeroe 

















Dear Sol: 


Pyar ? : * 
tet ree gy Semel pre 


1 want to thank you for EMILE BOREO. 


_He is without a doubt one of the greatest 
performers | have ever had the pleasure of 
booking into my hotels in Sullivan County. 


Sincerely, 
Charlie Rapp 
Meir Yok 9 


Memo to.... 


RKO Building, New York 
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appear in Cocoanut Grove’s sum- 


Slapsy Maxie’s, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 17. 
Martin & Jerry Lewis; 4 
Step Bros.; Mack Triplets; Dick 
Stabile’s orch; Tony Martinez 

Rhumband; minimum, $4. 


Dean 





= 


Filmites have been hearing for 
some time about Dean Martin and 


Jerry Lewis. Hollywooders who 
haven't been east recently had 
beén briefed on them by those 


who had seen the comedy team. 
As a result, opening night found 
Maxie’s jammed. At least half a 
dozen screen thesps facing a 6 a.m. 
call decided to forego some sleep 
and see what all the shouting was 
about. 

They weren’t disappointed. 

A comedy team that more than 
lives up to advance billing, Martin 
and Lewis proceeded to tear the 


house down. High priced screen 
talent was draped all over the 
place laughing incessantly’ at 


team’s antics. 

Fresh, fast and funny, these boys 
do ta Mr. Red Ink what Postum 
does to Coffee Nerves. The laughs 
are almost unceasing as Martin 
and Lewis calmly demonstrate thai 
they can—and will—do anything. 
They work together perfectly, 
maintaining an excellent flow of 
gags, punched across with expert 
timing. And everything is kept 
within the bounds of good taste. 
When not engaged in comedics, 
Martin turns on his vocal talents. 
Despite a quondam tongue-in-cheek 
treatment, he has a fine set of 
pipes which he uses to good advan- 
tage. 

Their option was picked up be- 
fore the end of the first show. 

In support, although overshad- 
owed by the headliners, Four Step 
Bros. win tremendous returns with 
some fancy hoofing. Team gets the 
show off to a whizbang start with 
tricky tap routines. Both individual 
and ensemble numbers stand out. 
Remaining act, Mack Triplets, 
harm their -presentation by carbon- 
ing more famous sister trios. Re- 
worked material should do won- 
ders here for there are indications 
of a promising act if sisters project 
their own personalities more force- 
fully and use more fitting numbers. 

Apart from dishing dansapation 
that pleases, Dick Stabile rates an 
extra nod for’ providing topnotch 


backing for the zanies. Latune ar- | 


rangements are neatly taken care 
of by Tony Martinez rhumband. 
Kap. 


Cafe Soe. Downtown. N.Y. 


(FOLLOWUP) 





Mildred Bailey still sells a song 
with the best of ’em and is doing 
a very nice summer job at this 
Greenwich Village bistro at a time 
when few niteries, downtown or 
midtown. are exactly turning them 
away. Until Nellie Lutcher’s re- 
‘turn next month, for a 10-week 
session, the sweet-swing songstress 
whips up “More Than You Know,” 
“Honeysuckle Rose,” the inevitable 
“Rocking Chair” (request) and the 
rest in tiptop manner.. 

A right, tight and bright little 
band. maestroed pianist Ed- 
mund Hall, comprising bass, traps 
and trumpet (of. which the latter 
is an ofay) doubles from good 
dansapation into a _ deft little 
entr’acte specialty. Thence Avon 
Long. the “Porgy and_ Bess” 
dancer, with his somewhat zany 
terp routines. Comes next Calvin 
Jackson who is definite Carnegie 
Hall concert material. His classic 
version of “Baby Won’t You Please 
Come Home?”, with skillful rhyth- 


mic improvisations, is eclipsed only | 
i number from the. 


by a Spanish 
standard catalog, and. truly legit 
Steinwaying. A personable colored 
‘chap, Jackson's segue from the 
saloons to the salon-type virtuosity 


‘is inevitable. Abel. 
somes 
Carousel, Pitt. 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 


Jackie Gleason ilma Sherry; 


* Jimmy Leeds, Jackie Heller, Ralph 


_DeStephano Orch (5); $3 mini- 
-mum. 





|  Pittsburgh’s getting to be prac- 
j tically home for big Jackie Glea- 
, son. This is his second engagement 
jin a year at the Carousel, but his 


local popularity is based probably | 


|even more on several appearances 
| here with summer opera company. 
| Last season he did “Rio Rita” and 


|**Rosalie” in outdoor productions, | 


_ and starred in a recent repeat of 
“Rosalie,” on each occasion draw- 
ing critical raves and building up 
‘big personal following. i 

That’s being reflected, too, in 


ing during his engagement, and 
the terrific opening hand Gleason 
_always gets from crowd when he’s 
announced. Present date is a 
—quiekie, having been set practically 


-at last minute when comic pulled | 


out of. new Mante Proser show, 
'“Heaven On 


his‘last time a “ ch 
'Gleason’s easy style and beaming 
| personality anyway. Those are the 


Earth ! ‘ ° . } 
art Hase't Seen atertal yet nce ‘ 


'strong biz Carousei has been do-) 


efiy: 


things which set him apart, as well 
as the glib way he handles his 
familiar material. He also works 
hard, and the by-play with audi- 
ence and orch sews up_ the 
stretches between his set routines. 
Latter portions are his satirical 


mimicry of movie stars, a singing } 


burlesque of “Laura” and some 
hilarious impressions of singing 
types in different night spots. 
Jackie Heller, host, m.c., fea- 
tured singer and co-owner of 
Carousel, came up with a _ bad 
throat this week and hastily booked 
in Jimmy Leeds to do the introduc- 
tions and also his own act. Good- 
looking lad tells a few innocuous 
stories before bringing out his edu- 
cated yo-yos and the mouth organs, 
and gets going nicely after a luke- 
warm start. Leeds is followed by 
Vilma Sherry (New Acts), a whirl- 
wind tapstar who stops things cold 
and has a tough time getting off. 
With departure of Herman Mid- 
dieman to go into private business 
after nearly two years here, Carou- 
sel band is now under direction of 
Ralph DeStephano, trumpet player, 
and music of small combo is still 
tops, with rumbas their specialty. 
Cohen. 


Bagatelle. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Long at the 23 Room further 
downtown, Dorothy Ross with her 
“tris-gay ballads” is doing okay at 
this class East 52d street bistro, 
long the site of Arthur Lesser’s 
La Vie Parisienne. Miss Ross is no 
Campfire Girl with her hotchan- 
toosies; the double-entendre is 
more or less single-pointed al- 
though rather clever in a Rabelai- 
sian sort of lyric way. A good 
audience worker, albeit sometimes 
inclined to be “fresh” with unre- 
sponsive or inattentive customers, 
none the less she seems to get 
away with it. She possesses that 
saloon know-how of when to stop, 
and while the rest of the room may 
think she oversteps the bounds, 
apparently the chumps she picks 
upon take it. 

To self-piano accomp she reels 
off parodies like “Why Did I Be- 
gine With Levine” (Cole Porter’s 
“Beguine”’), “Benny, Benny” (the 
“Jenny” song out of “Lady in the 
Dark”), the usual discourses about 
men-men-men, an andience-partici- 
pation routine based on the 
naughty British doggerel, “Roll Me 
Over,” and the like. 

Openers are a nice pair of young 
men, Speed Fisher, handling the 
piano and vibes, and Johnny Mar- 
tin, pop singer who affably strolls 
through the room to serenade the 
customers with standard ballads. 
They're okay intime bistro per- 
formers. 

Room is very attractive and a 
nice post-dinner windup spot for a 
drink and the sort of light enter- 
tainment which is the specialty 
here. Incidentally, Carlo, the long- 
time maitre d’' at Le Ruban Bleu, 
who abortively essayed the Club 


Encore rather late in the spring | 


season, is hosting here. Abel. 


.Nermandie Reof, Mont’! 
Sonny King, Andre, Andree & 

Bonnie, Milbourne 

Neit Golden Orch, Peter Barry’s 
ch; cover $1 weekdays, $1.50 
aturdays. 





New layout here has Sonny King, 
Andre, Andree & Bonnie and rope- 
spinner Melbourne Christopher, 
who click with the tab-lifters. 

Opener goes to Christopher, 
a deft, fast talking performer. Act 
Starts out much the same as most 
trick rope stints but develops into 
solid routines. With roping domi- 
nating, Christopher also does card 
| bafflers to good applause. 
| King, with a slick set of pipes, 
‘eovers field from “Sorrento” to a 
jump version of “Blue Heaven” for 
| mice returns. Encores with “Golden 
, Earings” and slick arrangement of 
“Donkey Serenade” for additional 
plaudits. 

__ Most novel act in revue is Andre, 
, Andree and Bonnie, wherein male 
drapes femme partners, supposedly 
/modiste shop mannequins, as pre- 
‘lude to adagio routines. It’s a 
|classy, colorful interlude that wins 
| good returns. 

Neil Golden orch and Peter 
| Barry crew take over for customer 


hoofing, featuring Joyce Hahn on M.C.A. Artists 
the vocals. Newt. : 
— cnenaeneinntetiadinel 











Christopher, 


| Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 


Jane Froman, Paul Winchell, 
Mario & Florio, Tony Bavaar, Donn 
‘Arden’s girls (18), Walter Nye 
,orch, Catalino rhumba band; mini- 
‘mum, $3.50. 





Bill Miller is presenting an 
event of sentimental significance 
to show business currently. Jane 
Froman, for the first time since 
the Lisbon plane crash of 1943, 
walks out on a stage unaided. She’s 
through with the contraptions by 
which she had herself propelled 
to the mike and so gamely made it 
evident thal no accident, no matter 
how severe, was going to keep her 
from an audience. ' 

The smash reception she is get- 
ting at the Riviera, however, 
doesn't have to be charged up to 
sentiment. Not oniy does she look 
fine, but she again proves herself a 
topnotch lark for the boites, radio, 
vaudefilmers, etc. She’s an attrac- 
tion, no matter how you look at it, 
and the Riviera is cashing in with 
heavy dinner trade. Unfortunately, 
she hasn't been able to do much to 
bolster the spot’s traditional weak- 
ness—the supper traffic. 

Aided by Joe Bushkin, her ac- 
companist, she exhibits showman- 
ship and charm with “It’s a Great 


Life,” “Little White Lies,” “Be- 
guine”’ and an entertaining spe- 
cialty, “Millionaires Don’t Whis- 


tle.” 


Rest of the show is an okay com- 
bination. Paul Winchell, in his 
standard ventrilo turn with dummy, 
Jerry Mahoney, is a first-rate tech- 
nician. He does one standout bit 
when the mike supposedly gets sore 
at him and begins to talk back, 
then cuts out entirely, leaving Win- 
chell and th® dummy in a panto- 
mime argument over who caused 
the gadget to go dead. 


Ballroom terp team of Mario & 
Florio are pleasant to look at and 
present interesting routines. The 
excessive manipulation of the hands 
and arms of the male pard are par- 
ticularly distracting at times but 
they hold the audience rather 
well and clean up for the blowoff 
,with a very cute tufkey trot in 
which the lack of smoothness is of 
no matter. 


Bevy of 18 gals—most of them 
nifty lookers—with which Donn 
‘Arden has adorned the show are 
all but wasted. Routines are so 
|inept they almost seem satires of a 
chorus lineeat werk. Perhaps not 
too much in the way of imagina- 
tion and style should be expected 
from a nitery producer, whose dan- 
,cers are chosen because they're 
eye-filling rather than talented, but 
considering Arden’'s rep and stature 
it’s surprising he’s let things lapse. 

Tony Bavaar baritones the back- 
grounds for the chorus routines, 
while Walter Nye’s orch provides 
the straight dansapation and Cata- 
jlino’s aggregation spells with 
| rhumbology. Herb. 














HELENE and HOWARD 


Olsen and Johnson Show 
Toronto, Can. 


Dir. MATTY ROSEN 














IT’S A RECORD! 


202nd Consecutive Week 
as M.C. at the 
EARL CARROLL THEATRE 


BILLY RAYES 


Juggling Satirist 





























Opening Aug. 22 
STEEL PIER 
Atlantic City 


| All Major Networks 
, Theatres and Clups, 
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» €ver to cue recalls. She encores Love” and “Black Magic.” 
with a calypso treatment of <‘Rawy, gal is terrific with her soft. vine * Theatre ops: have displayed 
} Joe” - bh , i 
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House Reviews 


Casino. London 
London, Aug. 10. 


Hoagy Carmichael, Les Compag- 
e la Chanson (9), 3 Wiles, 


nons 
Al Norman, Johnny Lockwood, 
Mariora, Bex Ramer, The Kenways 
(4), The Montreals, Harold Collins 
& Orch. 





There’s something about Hoagy 
Carmichael London audiences like. 
Certainly, the fans who turned up 
at his opening show knew what 
was coming to ‘em and enjoyed 
every minute of it. In his casual, 
confident way songsmith-filmster 
tapped away on the keys, sang 
some of his own compositions, and 
gave the audience a couple of easy 
lessons on writing a song hit. They 
clamored for his favorites and he 
responded; and when they ran out 
of requests yelled “just keep on 
playing.” 

His intimate stvle was something 
new, and normally reticent Lon- 
doners were quick in showing their 
appreciation by vociferous ap- 
plause. He was compelled to over- 
stay his time, took four curtains on 
opening show, and would have 

one on playing had there not 
ae hundreds more clamoring for 
admission to second show. 


The fans got all their favorites 


commencing with “Stardust.” But | 


there was no Satisfying them and 
he could have gone on and on 
without limit. The 45 minutes 
which he held the stage wasn’t 
enough to appease their yen for 
more. 

Held over from previous bill, 
Les Compagnons de la Chanson 
continue as one of the favorites on 
the London vaude scene. Another 


successful holdover are the Three | 
Wiles, repeating their wooden sol- | 


dier act and adding another nov- 
elty item for good returns. 

Mariora, a girl juggler, opens 
show displaying more dexterity 
than originality, followed by 
Johnny Lockwood, a_ confident 
comedian with an easy, fluent style 
of story telling. An improved ver- 
sion of the one-man band is con- 
tribbed by Rex Ramer, whose 
lively act includes good impresh 
of Gracie Fields. 


T Kenways’ aerial gymnastic 


act, which opens the second half, | 


runs true to form, giving way to 
Al Norman describing the origin 
of the Conga and a few easy les- 
sons on how to get a night’s sleep. 
Bright and breezy act, interspersed 
with a flow of good stories. 

Myro. 


Apolle, N. Y. 

Ella Fitzgerald, Ray Brown Trio, 
Bovd Raeburn Orch (14) with 
Gwen Bell, Howard Bros., Louise 
Madison, Apus, Estrelita & George 


Wiltshire; “King of the Gamblers” | 


(Col). 


The Apollo, Harlem, should have 
Plenty happy returns on current 
stanza, what with double marquee 
lure of Ella Fitzgerald and Boyd 
Raeburn’s ofay orch, both giving 
out in a manner to keep salvos 
coming consistently from the jive- 
happy colored clientele this house 


. Sets. Both contrib solid sessions. 


Aside from Raeburn and crew, it’s 


. an all-sepia layout. 


Raeburn’s tootlers, comprising 


three rhythm, six saxes, two trum- | 


Pets and two trombones, with 
maestro alternating on miniature 


_ $ax and licorice stick, give out with 


ick arrangements and _ provide 
neat backing for other acts. Teeing 
off with hep arrangement of 
“Night in Tunisia” to nice recep- 
tion, lads segue into “Man With a 


orn,” in which Raeburn and the | 
| Sidemen have a field day. Prac- 


ally everyone is spotlighted in 
this stanza. Sets things pretty for 
the Howard Bros., youthful hoof- 


- €fs, who get over neatly in a brace 


rhythmic and tap routines. 
wen Bell, personable band voca- 
» Wins nice reception for her 


_ brace of ballads. Then band takes 
over for a musical salute to Duke | 
_ Ellington via “Concerto for the 


ke,” worked out in sizzling style 


_ and climaxed with reprise of El- 


ngton’s “Sophisticated Lady.” 
Apus, Estrelita & George Wiltshire 
contrib the usual comedy skit, 


Plenty corny but nevertheless hits | 


With this house. Louise Madison 
ee nicely in her brief tapstering 


Ray Brown Trio, piano, bass and 
ms, contrib a couple of sizzlers 

as prelude to Miss Fitzgerald's 
Song stanza. Songstress walks on 
terrif reception and sustains it 
Toughout her song stylings of 
new tunes and reprise of her best- 


Seller diskings. “Don’t Worry 
fibout Me,” “If You Ever Leave 
€. “Mr. Paganini” and “How 


the Moon” are as solid as 


for additional piaudits an 
Zoff. Raeburn takes. it from there 
With everybody on for Se 
d. 


| Steel Pier. A. ¢€. 


/Orch; “Who Killed ‘Doc’ Robbin” hoing of the audience with “Mim- 


‘from 
| “plants” keep the outfronters roar- 
|ing throughout. 


| silly question gives awa y liquor, 
| carpet 


VARIETY 


for extra laughs before introing 
Calloway and his lads. 

Calloway and his four musicians, | 
comprising piano, drums, bass and 
trumpet, make an_ ear-splitting | 
Attentis Cita a bowon in fast and furious rendi-' 

bien f° te ity, Aug. 11, tion of “Everybody Eats When 

sen ohnson, Clark Bros.,| They Come to My House,” “Nature | 
Kate Murtah, Johnny O’Connell’s | Boy,” “Manana,” along with hi-de- 





(UA), ‘mie the Moocher” and _ closing | 


with “St. James Infirmary” for | 
Olsen and Johnson with their Smash finish. 
“Laffcade of 1948” in Steel Pier’s| Larry Paige is admirable, as al- 
big Music Hall this week is a zany Ways, in the in-between chores. 
60-minute socko show. Stan. | 


Principals and company pop up| 
everywhere and audience 








Chicago, Chi | 
Chicago,, Aug. 13. | 
Toni Harper, Sara Vaughan, Dick | 


High point is giveaway sesh « ; : 
“eo i tr ao a. Two-Ton” Baker, Herbie Field | 
a Store Nite.” Johnson | Orch (7), Ernie Simon, David} 
| takes mike through audience and Garroway, Eddie Hubbard, Linn| 
after getting right answer to some Burton, Jack Fulton orch: “Give | 


aweeper, My Regards to Broadway” (20th). | 


| carving sets, ete, 
it in big way. 
Skits by pair top show. First has 


| them asleep in hotel bedroom. house, State-Lake, four months 


|Phone awakens them. A _ dozen| 
| characters including a burglar a| ones se a eth ais 
| girl wy afin » 4\/ ported them with strong record 
| apd rong room, etc., appear | personalities and in most cases, the | 
| to whoop skit up. Picture of battle-'qij’s are only mildly obtrusive. | 
| ship on wall opens fire and duo! Most improved is Ernie Simon, | 
fee? back, and crowd roars as boat | who has dropped his mugging and |} 
_in frame sinks. Roars again when| comes up with several bright bits | 


candy, flowers, | 
Crowd went for | 





Chicago theatre has _ brought | 
back the quartet of local disk jock- | 
eys that appeared at its sistér 


_actor in sailor suit with huge fish | -omedy 
poe pee stage claiming he was | + ao aa Baker is strong | 
. , i io f. 

| Another skit has them as barbers | ee te on tae Paar 
jin a shop near railroad station. | sized singer also does neat job on| 
| Every time train goes past the place |piano and comic asides, scoring 
| Shakes So violently that the bar-!| with specialty, “I’m A Little Petu- | 
| bers grip their chairs and the cus-{ nia” and his closer, ‘‘Civilization.” 





tomer in the chair, while those | T r, jazz di in- | 3, Harpers 

waiting hold up walls those} Dave Garroway, jazz disk spin-| Yvonne Moray 
ea ’ |ner, introduces Sara Vaughan,| Sully & Thomas } 
|. They send chorus girls in the songstress, who impresses with| Jack Bruno 
|audience where each nabs a male, \“Don’t Blame Me” and “It’s | Gee enatae 

|puts a bonnet on him, and then | Magic.” | Al Ruskin 

jtakes him onto stage for more; Eddie Hubbard does the honors | 22-24 


| foolery. 


nh for the Herbie Field combo. While | 
|,, Pair get swell support from Ben| Field has acquired more stage | 
_ Yost’s Vikings, who give with slick | polish since then, he still favors | 
| harmony. Clark Bros. do nice tap high jumps and bends to work on 
dance routine while Kate Murtah | his clarinet or sax. Freddie Rad- 
| clicks with imitations. Supporting | cliffe, drummer, does neat job in 
| the comedy team in their skits are | setting the beat on “Jealousy,” 
'J. C. Olsen, Michael Edwards, Billy | “Dardenella.” and “Flying Home.” 

| Kay, Frank Cook, Maurice Millard, Group had to beg off. 
| Shannon Dean and Johnny Howes,| [Linn Burton, last of the spin- 
Andy Ratousheff, Shorty Renna,|ners, gets over-enthused about 
the Six Mighty Atoms and Frank | newest discovery, ll-year old girl, 
| Hart and the sixteen glamor gals.| Toni Harper, who gives out with 
| It’s a show the average vacation- | “Good Day.” Youngster has fully 
ist will remember for many a day | developed contralto voice with na- 
and easily season’s topper for this |tyral rhythm *and clear diction. | 
spot. Walk. ‘Follows with “Candy Store Blues” | 
Semen ne ‘and “Jingle Bells” for happy re-| 
Olympia, Miami turns. 
’ Jack Fulton house orch does | 


Miami, Aug. 14. | j f how. 
Ames Bros., Benson & Mann, Sue | Nees ‘Deskgrepeniny oe # a 


Carson, Vanderbilt Boys, Arthur | 
|Ward, Les~ Rhode House Orch; j 
“Sainted Sisters” (Par). 
| 
| Steady summer pace set here in| New Aet 
|recent weeks is sustained by cur- | Y 
/rent layout, which is pleasant fare 
| for the regulars. | VILMA SHERRY 
Ames Bros. (who played here | Dance 
last as the Amory Bros.) are a|7 Mins. 
solid quartet with potent blend of | Carousel, Pittsburgh 
harmony. Audience went for their Vilma Sherry practically pops 
versions of “Sabre Dance,” “Ol’ | the eyes with the things she does 
Man River,” featuring the bass, with her feet. She’s like a tée:) 
“Because” and an old fave medley. | only faster. and at times one fears 
Showmanship and delivery have; she may fiy right out the front 
improved since last around. ..| door. It’s a flash act that can fill 
Teeofft slot sets bright pace.via’ 4 spot anywhere, on a cafe floor 
Vanderbilt boys’ footwork. Comedy | oy jin a theatre. 
spot is okay, with Benson and 
Mann turning in comic crossfire yentional fashion with some edu-, 
that reminds of the old vauders. | cated taps, and then she shoots off | 
ersonable pair gather good meas-|into her spins, going around the 
ure of laughs with broad material. | platform like a propeller gone 
Femme comedy slot has Sue) perserk without missing any of her 
Carson. Attractive lass offers spe-' tatoos on the hardwood. Her arms | 
cial material songs to fair returns. | nojsed for flight, she takes off and 
Delivery shows flair for song-' makes fuzzy blur spinning around | 
comedics; stronger routines would | ,. if some mecnanic had wound | 
bring her into sock class. her up hours before. 
Novelty is contribbed by Arthur _ For a finish, the bandleader | 
Ward and Co. with a palm-bringing ‘comes on with one of those circus | 
return for juggling of hoops. Les announcements and Miss Sherry, | 
Rhode house orch backgrounds after catching what breath she has’ 
layout capably. Lary.  jeft, tops everything that’s gone. 
before with an illustration of a 
Det. whirling dervish in flight. The 
turn’s top-drawer anywhere. 
Cohen. 























| 








Broadway-Capitol, 

Cab Calloway & Cabaleers, Jack 
E. Leonard, Whitson Bros., Peggy 
Mann and Larry Paige Orch; “I, — 


Jane Doe” (Rep). 
| Exhib Apathy 


Cab Calloway and his Cabaleers 
register solidly as topliners of new Continued from page 3 
bill here. It’s a well-paced offering, 
nicely balanced, and presented in 
‘a manner that has the customers 
yelling for more. 

















| 
| 





sugarcoating in the form of pooh- 
poohing possible video forays. Fig- 
ures have been so “spotty,” it is 
Jack E. Leonard, hefty comic, said, that no conclusion can yet be 
'teesoff with some localized gags, reached. TOA is mulling the idea 
‘that pop all over the place, tO of putting a couple of paid statisti- 
fern . eee aorta cians a Oe -_ to get “ype : 

aiancing ack. ~ ” Exhibs had been asked to chec 
a ae om — OS sega on the percentage of television set 
| Saeemed -detasen ter ‘more clown- owner pe have gon ay vides 

a ; as a res 

‘ing and then goes into his song age nt. sinh. elothnmatilen ht 


e that rocks the house I 
nh aanmaer and applause. length of ownership of a set to film-. 
| Raven-haired Peggy Mann fol- going habits. , 

smooth delivery of Number of agencies, including 


‘lows in a ‘ } 7 
'“Somebody Loves Me,” “It's Ma- the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
gic.’ pop medley “The Man I jeg, have despaired in the past of 


garnering complete data from ex- 


voicé” fd she has thpm - toe fa 
in the alia of her hand when she | more pase apes bieseyee houtie have 
‘bows off to allow Leonard a final recep pa pr 
chore with some impersonations been a 


a 


| Martha Tilton 


| Jack Edge 


Miss Sherry starts out in con- 4 








WEEK OF 


whether full 


VARIETY BILLS 


AUGUST 18 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show ° 


or split week. 


Letter in parentheses indicates cireuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (K) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (tL) 19 
Dick Jurgens Ore 
Dick Powell 
Gil Maison 
Lathrop & Lee | 
Music Hall (i) 19) 
Win Mayo } 
Charles Tyrell 
Willie Jones 
Andy Arcari 
Idalys 
Estelle Sloan | 
Rockettes | 
Corps de Ballet 

ym Orc | 
Paramount (P) 18 
Ray Eberle Bd 





Jan Murray 
Rudy Cardenas 
Roxy (i) 18 
Dick Haymes 
Tommy Trent 
Buster Shaver 
Carol Lynn 
Arnold Shoda 
Jean — 
Fritz Diet 
Strand (W) 20 
Count Basie Orc 
Billie Holiday 
Zephyrs 
Stump & Stumpy 
BRONX 
Crotona (i) 23-24 
3 Fontaines P 
V & G Haydock 
Don Henry 3 
Marilyn Frechette 
‘one to fill) 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 18-21 
Marcelli & Janis 
V & G Haydock 


Pat & Sylvia 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (1) 15 
al Sands Girls 

Georgie Price 

Theron Troupe 

Franklin Twins 

The Bellaires 


Holloway 8 
Bobby Sargent 
J & L Seiler 
Dick Foran 

State (1) 19-21 
Gilbert & Carroll 
Norman & Dawn 
Bobby Herman 
The Fontaines 
Mario & 
Zenith Sis | 
Sir Alexander i 





Francisco | 


The Twirlers 
Leo DeLyon 
The Briants 


Al Schenck 
| The Marlboros 
CHICAGO 


State-Lake (P) 18 

Dise Jockey Rev 

Herb Fields Ore 

Sarah Vaughn 

2 Ton Baker 

Toni Harper 
Oriental (i) 18 

Page Cavanaugh 3, 

Monica Lewis 


i (two to fill) 


COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 23-25 
Parade of Siars 
Horace Heidt 
John Mungall 
Melodaires 
Pat Theriault 
Jack Green 
Jimmy Grosso 
Johnny Vana 
Stanley Morse 

DETROIT 

Biway (P) 21 
Rose Murphy 
Harry Babbitt 
Bela Lugosi 
Barney Grant 
4 Evans 

KINGSTON 
Biway (WR) 20-21 
Kay & Karol 
Phvilis Willys 
F & A Carroll 
George Freems 
3 Arnauts 

MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 16 
Garcias 


| Workmans 


Stuart Foster 
Al Stevens 
Ladd Lyon 


PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (ft) 19 
Martez & Lucia 
Lee Davis 
Ducat & Kaye 
Fontaine Sis 

ROCKFORD 

Palace (1) 20-22 
“Full Speed Ahead” 
MeNallis Sis 
Tony DeMarco 
Ray & Nardo 
Biff, Bev & Bob 

WASHINGTON 

Capito! (Lt) 19 
Emerald Sis 
Betty J Watson 
Bob Evans 
Dunhills 

Howard (1) 20 
Jimmy Dale Ore 
Gene Anmons 
Sonny Thomson 6 
Wynonie Harris 
Garner & Wilso1 


CAMDEN Fred & Sleuke 
Towers (1) 20-22 | Sonja Milbourne 
BRITAIN 

s 
BIRMINGHAM Pat Kirkwood 
Hippodrome (M) 16/| Fred Emnev 
Kéefe Bros & Melachrino Ore 
Annette Marilyn Hightower 
John Boles Michael \Bentine 


Phillipe & Marta 
Riley & Heller 
Marie Louise 
Albert Whelan 
Medlock & Marlowe 
Bill Kerr 
Vernon Sis 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 16 
Eva May Wong 
Merry Macs 
Valmar 3 
Jackie Hunter 
Terry O'Neill 


Doyle Kids 
Ivor Keyes 
2 Dancettes 


BRIGHTON 


Peter 
Arnaut Bros 
Joyce Golding 
Jimmy Edwards 
Veronica Martell 


CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 16 
Naughty Girls '48 
Ben Wrigley 
Maria Carmen 
Tico & Chico 
Dick Thorpe 
Moray Bros & 
Dave 
Joy Dexter 
Bunny & Byron 
Moore & Hatton 
Poppy Williams 
DERBY 
Grand (S) 16 
Jimmy James Co 
Con Colleano 
Taylor & Harris 
N 


Ravic & Renee 
Bob Gray } 


Garcias 
GLASGOW 
Empire (‘M) 16 
Hamilton & Vassi 

Hal Monty 

3 Spallas 

Ronalde 

Samuels & Marvelle 
Herschel Henlere 
Barna & Brook 
Houston & Stewart 
Ziska 


Empire (M) 16 
And So We Go On 
Issy Bonn | 
T & D Kendall | 
Norry Al & Kembie , 
Jack Kelly Co 
Peterson Bros 
Francanas } 

LEICESTER 

Palace (‘S) 16 
Ignorance Is Bliss | 

arold Benes i 
Gladys Hay } 
Michael Moore 
Matt Nixon | 
Foulharmonice Ore 
O'Keefe Sis & 

B Richards } 
Aerial Kenways i 
Maurice French, " 
Jimmy Elliott 
J & M Kinson i 

LONDON j 
Hippodrome (M) 16. 
Vie Oliver . 








| Peter 


Julie Andrews 
Jean Garson 


Santigo Bd 
Palladium (M) 16 
Andrews Sis ‘ 


Lew Parker 

M Colleanoe Co 
Frank Marlowe 
Elsa & Waldo 
Fayes 3 

Len Young 
Jose Moreno Co 
Yvonne Watts 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 16 
3 Astaires 


D Wakefield Co 

Tommy Fields 

Wallabies 

Beryl Orde 

Bobbie Kimber 

Max Bacon 

3 Bertwinis 

F Marx & Iris 

HACKNEY 

Empire (S) 16 


Piccadilly Hayride 
Nat Jackley 
4 Hurricanes 
4 Pagolas 
Marianne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S$) 16 
Ta Ra Rah Boom 
Frankie Howerd 
Adrienne & Leslie 
Morgen & Royle 
Irving Girdwood 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 4 
New Madhatters 
Syd Seymour 
Madhatters Bd 
Constance Evans 
Earle & Oscar 


Pat O’Brien 

Erie Plant 
MANCHESTER 

Hippodrome (S) 16 


F Mendelssohn 
Hawaiian Ser’ders 
Berry Bros 
Sirdani 

Scott & Foster 
Mr Lyons 


| Benge & Single 


NEWCASTLE 

Empire (mM) 16 
Skating Merinos 
Vera Lynn 
Raynor 
Terry-Thomas 


| Allen & Lee 


Morris & Cowley 
Robinson & Martin 
Patinas 3 
G & L Calienta 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 16 
Country Cousins 
Harry Lester Co 
Marie Lawton 
Chris Sands 
Bijou Freda 
Konyot & Marion 


SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 16 
| Shane Sis 

| Fogel 

|P Wingrave Co 

|B Wright & Marion 
Less Lee 

|conh Levis 

| 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (M) 16 
Hit Parade 1948 
Betty Driver 

Victor Barna 

Alec Brook 

C & R Yale 
Payne & Hilliard 








- Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 





| waiters got “lost.” 


i 
' 
| 


| 


| 


Cate Society Lenny Herman Ore 
_ “Downtown Hotel New Yorker 
Mildred Bailey B Cummins Orc 
Calvin Jack ‘Motel’ 
y ckson 
Edmund Hall Ore Dell” “ee 


Copacabana 
Morton Downey 
Jean Carroll 
Gali-Gali 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Skitch Henderson O 
Hotel St Moritz 

Betty Bonney Menconi Ore 


Ralph Youn Jacquelina 
Ray Malone. Vida & Varo 


M Durso Ore Hotel Taft 


Alvares Ore Vincent Lopez Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe | Charlie Drew 
Jay Marshall Latin Susrter® 
Grace & Nicco Milton’ Berle 


D’Andrea Trio 
Dorothy Clare 
Bon Vivants - 
B Harlow Ore 
Le Ruban Biev 
King Odom 4 
Naomi Stevens 
Lo Howard 
Edo Lubich 
Normann Paris 3 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Jerri Blanchard 
Art Waner Ore 


Norma Shepherd 

Choral Octet 

H Sandler Ore 

Alvarez Mera , 

Juenger Ballet Line 

El Chico 

Fernanda Crespa 

Conde Luis 

Victoria Barcelo 

Rita &-Rozino 

Los Panchos 
Havana-Madrid 

Los Bocheros 

Trini Reyes 


Cerneys 

H Santillana Terry Twins 
Ralph Font Orc Bruce Howard 
Machito Ore fe 

Hotel Beimo't-Piaza | Roslyn | Paige 
Eddie Stone Orc + 

Hotel Biltmore Old Roumanian 

Russ Morgan Orc | Sadie Banks 


Harold Nagel Ore Joe LaPorte Ore 


Hotel Edison D’ Aquila Ore 
Henry Jerome Ore vy's 
No 1 Fifth Ave | Katrina Van Oss 
Turner Twins Mary McCarty 
Jack Kerr Spivy 
Jack Kerr Versailles 
Hazel Webster Nancy Donovan 
Downey “& Fonville | Bob Grant Ore 


Panchito Ore 


a. Village Barn 


Johnny Thompson 


Oscar Waizer Hal Graham Ore 
Riviera Chubby Roe 

Jane Froman Eddy Howard 

Paul Winchell Bill ay A 

Mario & Floria Barbara fiy 

Tony Bavaar Mons. Richard 

Joey Gilbert Piute Pete 

Donn Arden Line Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel Astor Freddy Martin Ore 


Dick Jurgens Ore ' Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 





Blackhawk Leroy Bros (2) 
Al Trace Orch M Gould Ore (10) 
Jackie Van Ann Hathway 
Hotel Bismark D Chiesta Combo 
Billy Bishop Ore D Dorben Ders Co 
Wleronce & Zrectis | seley ptevens 
Prof. Backwards Benny Strong Ore 
Lanny Colyer B & F Ballard 
Mike Young John Flanagen 
iil Chandler Ore Jean Arlen 
Amechee Marian nen 
H Edgewater Beach Sates 5 vdears 
Geo Olsen Ore Bog 
Williams Trio Rebfield & Del Tore 
Paul Sydell Doris Donavan 
Pe Rag bot Elwood Carl 
tty Gray 
D Hild Dancers (12) Palmer House 
Gaynor & Ross Liberace 
Chez Paree Clifford Guest 
Danny Thomas M Abbott Ders (10) 
Martha King Florian ZaBach Ore 
Mage & Karr Giselle & F Szyoni 





Few N. Y. Bistros 


Continued from page 1 





the minimum check “for beverages 
only.” Hereafter, as of July 20, 
any minimum tariffs in niteries, 
hotels, clubs, restaurants, etc., can- 
not be restricted to liquors, but 
will also include food. 

The only spots to be affected 
are several east side intimeries and 
some 52d street spots. Le Direc- 
toire, Le Ruban Bleu and the Blue 
Angel minimums applied to bever- 
ages only. At some of the swing 
street cubicles, minimums applied 
at the bar as well. It’s apparent 
that the SLA had received numer- 
ous complaints about drink min- 
nies. Beefs, it’s reported, were 
mainly directed at one spot which 
charged an unusually high mini- 
mum, and after the first drink the 
There were re- 
ported instances where after an 
initial coke, patron was billed the 
minimum plus the 20% tax. Cus- 
tomers squawked, not because of 
the high tariff for one drink, but 
because of the retarded service 
which looked like a deliberate 
managerial gyp for a large-profit 


| Margin. 


For practical purposes, so far as 
the N.Y. spots are concerned, most 
bistros include ‘food or beverages” 
in the minimums. Nationally, the 
same is true. Generally, the mini- 
mums were devised as a palatable 


ounne am ts |subterfuge in lieu of the couvert, 
Balmersi 4 ‘since it covers many hidden 
Nicholas Bros charges. upped items, ete. The 
or eect tot 4. | Seeior, N.Y4 hotels, fqaturing' ndme 
Rent port fon} i edance! Pande ered ine nly sdots 
oo ‘today which get away with a 
Mayette ‘couvert, usually $1.50-$2. 


L 





Oe lg 








LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 18, 1948 





“Bway Rise Continues; Biz Up 
As Much as $2,000; U.S.A.’ 456, 
‘Manhattan’ $24,900, ‘Annie’ 246 





The severe seasonal slump on¢ 


Broadway appears to be over, with | 
last week’s attendance continuing | 
the comeback started after Aug. 1. | 
Grosses were up as much as $2,000 
over the previous figures in the 
case of some shows. indications 
are that the rise will continue, with 
a temporary slack-off over the 
Labor Day weekend, and get into 
the real fall stride with the arrival 
of the new crop of productions. 
There continue to be 14 shows 
on the boards, seven musicals and 
seven straight plays. Resumption 
of “The Play’s the Thing” next 
week at the Booth will. bring the 
list to 15 shows. | 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


Angel in the Wings,” Coronet, 
(36th wk). (R-998; $4.80). Revue 
continued its comeback tlimb, with ' 
~sevéral._£tsellout performances; | 
$17,800; closifig date moved for-: 
ward again to Sept. 4, with the 
tour opening Sept. 6 in chicago. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial | 
(118th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Boosted | 
a bit more to $24,000; with Ethel | 
Merman back in the cast this week, | 
there should be indications of the | 


‘Me-Molly’ Doing Big 
In N.Y. Subway Loop 


“Me and Molly,” the Gertrude 
Berg —— starring Miss Berg 
and Philip eb, which played on 
Broadway last season, has been hit- 
ting sizeable grosses on the sub- 
way circuit this summer. Play did 
under $13,000 in its initial summer 
stanza at the Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
week of Aug. 2, and close to $12,- 
000 at the Windsor, Bronx, last 
week. It’s playing at $2.40 top. 

Comedy, currently at the Audi- 
torium, Atlantic City, will make re- 
turn visit to Flatbush, Aug. 24 and 
Bronx, Aug. 31. Jules Leventhal 
has stock rights to the comedy for 
the summer stops only. There’s 
talk of the play going to Chicago 
for the fall, either under the origi- 
nal producer’s aegis or another’s. 


‘PLAY’S THING’ WHAM 





226 AT CENTRAL CITY 


Central City, Col., Aug. 17. 
“The Play’s the Thing,” in the 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 16-28) 

“Annie Get Your Gun”—Shubert, 
Chi. (16-28). 

“April Fool” — Geary, 
(16-28). ; 

“Blackouts of 1948”—FEl! Capitan, 
L. A. (16-28). 

“Blackstone” — Grand, London, 
Can. (26-28). 


Frisco 


(16-28). 

“Heaven On Earth” — Shubert, 
Bost. (19-28). 

“High Button Shoes”’—Gt. North- 
lern, Chi. (16-28). 





| “John Loves Mary”—Harris, 
| Chi. (16-28). ee 
| “Magdalena” — Curran, Frisco 
(16-28). 

“Mr. Roberts’—Cass, Det. (23- 
| 28). 
| “Qklahoma!” — Erlanger, Chi. 
| (16-28). 

“Oklahoma!” — Fox, Spokane 


|(16-21); Aud., Winnipeg, Can. (23- 
28). 


‘Goes’ Record 546, 
‘Magda’ $51,000 Finale, 
‘Carousel’ $33,500, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 17. 
Stratospheric $54,000 racked up 
by “Anything Goes” set a new 
record at the Greek theatre last 
week and overshadowed windup 





With 
“Goes” 


season with ‘Magdalena.” 
Gertrude Niesen starred, 
; grabbed 
| previous record set last year by 


probable continuation of the run. Second: week of its three-week |“ ppe Great Waltz.” 


“Bern Yesterday,” Lyceum (132d 
wk) (C-993; $4.80). Garson Kanin 
comedy moved up with the trend; 
over $13,000. 

“Command Decision,” Fulton 
(35th wk) (D-968; $4.80). War 
drama is still drawing, with two- 


| engagement here, 


racked up a 
$22,000 take. Revival grossed $19,- 


| 900 on the first week, and is bulg- 
ing the walls this week for an 
' expected $27,000. 


Production closes Saturday night 
(20) and returns to New York. 
Louis Calhern is starred. 


Finale of “Magdalena” was a 
week total of $150,000. _ Figure 
brought the tally for Civic’s sea- 


son to a fine $654,500—an average 


of $46,700 for each of the 14 weeks. | 
Last year’s 13-week season grabbed | 


of L. A. Civic Light Opera Assn’s | 


$2,200 better than the. 


very hot $51,000 to give it a three- | 


| 








| 





few weeks, with four others possi- 
bly following soon after. 
B.O. Prospects Uncertain 
| There’s no clear indication of the 
| boxoffice prospects for the fall 


of attendance will probably depend 
largely on the number of hit shows. 


‘That is, if a number of the early- | 


,season entries get strong reviews, 
business should be relatively good. 
However, the overall volume of 
theatregcing frequently varies to 
some. extent, according to general 
business conditions and other fac- 
tors. Broadway legit grosses in re- 
cent weeks have been running 
ahead of last season, but below the 
boom levels of the years immedi- 
ately after the war. 
| As outlined last week in VARIETY 
'theatre production and operating 
costs are at an alltime high, and 
are still climbing. At the same 
|time, there’s a 
| revenue, governed by the number 
‘and seating capacity of available 
theatres and the fact that ticket 
| prices are already at the apparent 
| maximum. 

The recent Freasury Department 
‘ruling, okaying limited partnership 
‘agreements and withdrawing the 
proposed 38% tax on profits, has 
eased the production financing sit- 
|uation to some extent. However, 
the available investor coin is still 
reported tighter than usual, with 
ithe established managements hav- 
‘ing more difficulty than usual in 





| getting backing, and some lesser- 

| known producers or less promising 
shows are apparently in abeyance 

|for lack of sufficient funds. 

| Besides the unusually large num- 


$8,000,000 for B’way Legit 


Continued from page 1 





Minutes from Broadway” and 
| “Fifth Avenue.” 
Undated others include “My 


Romance,” “Perfect Pitch,” “Red 
Gloves,” “Naked and Dead,” “Mem- 


“Carousel” — Biltmore, L. A. season. As usual, the general flow ber of a Wedding,” “Jane,” “Em- 


peror of China,” “Pursuit of Hap- 


|piness,” “Woman in the Case,” 
“A Winter’s Journey,” “Sweet 
Dreams,” “The Little Woman,” 


“Red Roses for Me,” “Tales of the 
South Pacific,” “Man with a Load 
of Mischief,” “Hanging Judge,” 
|The Victors,” “Coriolanus,”’ “Man- 
;nerhouse,” “In Praise of Folly,” 
“Don’t Go Away Mad,” “20th Cen- 
tury,” “Not for Children,” “Kiss 
Me, Kate” and “Leaf and Bough.” 


Flock of Name 





ied ctiog'ee Authors Back To 


Bway in 48-49 

The 1948-49 legit season on 
Broadway will be notable for the 
number of name dramatists repre- 
; sented. For the first time in many 
| years, virtually all the established 
}authors will be active. That in- 
|cludes_ both the dramatic and 
| musical fields. The season also 
stacks up impressively for the num- 
| ber of name actors on the boards, 
| Top playwrights and composers 
|'who had no shows presented last 
|year but will have this season in- 
|clude Robert E. Sherwood (has a 





Bin es 


me Ke oy 








$609,700. “Annie Get Your Gun” | ber of musicals slated for produc- | drama in mind and hopes to get it 


for-one hypo; rose to $14,800 last | led the way during the current , tion, an odd phase of the new sea- written this fall), Marc Connelly 


week; four more weeks to go, then | 

















: : ; (46 ” s 8 

eason, setting a new house record | son is that only five revivals are in | ("Story for Strangers”), Jimmy Mec f 

ve "Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street Central Park’ Neat of $58,500 for one week and anew the works, Only one foreign com-| Hugh (“As Girls. Go"), | William f 

“ an’s n ‘ : | led f Broad | Saroyan (“Don’t Go Awa ad”), § 
(83d wk) (M-1,319; $6). With the | SP ine sited ctttaelions: "Benet: \aak .c,caabe tees tae Gan : 


; “nc Of the other attractions, “Sweet-/| visit, a troupe from the Old Vic ;George Kaufman-Edna Ferber ; 
$5,200 in St. L. Opening ihearts” drew -fi4s.c00 R . ; ed ‘Theatre, headed by Sir Cedric | nae ge ee 9 an crue % 
ion: i . St. Louis, Aug. 17. |frames and “Naughty Marietta” | Hardwicke, being due in January | ‘°° imes”), Lynn Riggs 
a - he tas to $25,000; slated to Wilbur Evans. Maureen Cannon, | 8tabbed $136,800 in three. ‘under sponsorship of Theatre, Inc. | the Way Home”), S. N. Behrman 
“Harvey,” 48th St. (199th wk), Walter Burke, Rowan Yudor and |.. Other finalist last week was/ Following tradition, more than|‘‘Jane” -and “Speak to Me of 
(C-902: $4.80) Jumped again to| Maurice Burke, five of the prin- Cupid Thumbs His Nose, which | twice as many shows have been | Love,” the latter on the a, 
around $11,500; Joe E. Brown takes | Cipals of ‘the original cast in Sig-| departed from the Coronet with | snnounced as are likely to have an| Philip Barry (“The Emperor o 


new musicals not yet arritved, the 
* long-run holdovers still get aiten- | 





another mild $2,100 week. House 


+e 





ceed-|mund Romberg’s musical, “Up in| 
oak See eet Ang, 20.00 |Central Park,” are making p.a.s| 


ing James Dunn. 


“High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(35th wk) (M-1,387; $6). Also con- 


tinued its comeback last week, go- | 
ing to $36,500, looks set at least 


through the fall period. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (8th | 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Skating spec- | 
tacle doesn’t always follow the gen- 
eral trend; $52,000 in the usual 
nine shows last week. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Century (15th. 
wk) (R-1,670; $5). Revue click 
inched up again to almost $45,000. | 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- | 
hurst (31st wk) (R-1,160; $6). In-. 
timate revue has been faring con- | 
siderably better lately; $24,900 in- 
dicated. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (126th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). As _ usual, 
complete sellout, with only the. 
number of standees varying; since | 
slight change in the seale, the gross 
is now up to nearly $35,000. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (37th wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). 
Another unvarying sellout; num- 


ber of standees limited by fire. reg- | Se 


ulations; $27,500 again. 

“The Heiress,” 
wk) (D-920; $4.80). Drama moved 
up again last week to over $12,500; | 


Betty Linley subbing for vacation- 


ing Patricia Collinge this week and | ad 


_in the first local open air presenta- 
tion of the show in the Municipal 
Theatre Assn.’s Al Fresco Play- 
house, Forest Park. With cool tem- 
| perature on tap and preceded* by 


| big ballyhoo, the piece opened a 


14-night stand last night (Monday) 
before a mob of 11,000 payees for 
an estimated gross of $5,200. 
“Park” will ring down the curtain 
of the 30th season of the Assn. 


In addition to the principals, | $ 


others who won the mob were June 
Preisser, Edwin Steffe, Jack Shee- 
han and Walter Lang, dancing juve. 
Outstanders in support were 
Leonard Stocker, Albert Clifford 
and Bernice Maledon, Watson Bar- 
ratt cooked up several eye-filling 
sets for the piece. 

Although threats of rain on sev- 
eral nights beset the one-week 
stand of the Viennese operetta, 


“Sari,” it wound up its engagement | 000. 
“Separate Rooms,” New Beaux) 


Sunday (15) with a neat $50,000. 





‘Great Waltz’ Sock 30G 
Louisville, Aug. 17. 
“Great Waltz,” with music by 
hann Strauss (father and son), 


Biltmore (46th | was final musical of the six-week’ 


summer season at Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre (9-15), and offering was 
such a financial success that an ex- 
tra Sunday (15) performance was 


relights tomorrow (18) with “The 
Glass Pool.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Anything Goes,” Greek Theatre 
(2d wk) (4,419; $3.60). Record 
$54,000 gave this a great two-week 
total of $99,000. 

“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 
(321st wk) (1,142; $2.40). Usual 


$17,000. 
“Carousel,” Biltmore (3d wk) 
Slipped a bit to 


(1,636; $4.20). 
33,500. 

“Cupid Thumbs His Nose,” Cor- 
onet (4th wk) (255; $3). Another 
dull $2,100, giving it sour $8,900 
for three weeks and four days. 
Closed Saturady (14). 


wk) (388; $3). SRO $6,300 again. 
“Magdalena,” Philharmonic Aud 
(3rd wk) (2,670; $4.80). Finaled 
with $51,000, no record but still 
smash. Three-week total of $150,- 


Arts (13th wk) (560; $3). Moving 
steadily up; $4,400 this frame. 


‘Okla!’ Yippee 4836 
In 9 Vancouver Shows 


Vancouver, Aug. 17. 
“Oklahoma!” yanked down a 
rousing $48,500 at the Strand 








opening-night curtain. As of the |China”), Edward Chodorov (‘Sig- 
moment, the announced produc-|0r Chicago”), Clifford Odets 


\tions number 142, but from indica- | ‘Winter's Journey”), Ruth Gordon 
\tions and reports in the trade, the | ‘ Leading Lady”), and Bella and 
67 listed are figured reasonably |Sam Spewack (“Perfect Pitch”). 


probable. Two shows have already| Others who have been active in 





“Lend An Ear,” Las Palmas (9th | 


/the season last June 1. They are 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” at the Center, 
and “Sleepy Hollow,” which played 
briefly at the St. James. There 
are 13 productions listed for Sep- 
tember (seven musicals and six 
straight plays), compared with five 
openings during the same month 
last season. 





straight plays and four musicals), 
10 probables (six straight plays and 
four musicals) for November, three 
(all musicals) slated for December, 
and 24 (including 18 plays and six 
musicals) with no approximate 
date. The list follows: 

“Sundown Beach,” Sept. 7, at 
the Belasco; “Show Boat,” Sept. 7, 
City Center; “‘Hilarities of 1949,” 
Sept. 9, Adelphi; “Small Wonder,” 
Sept. 15, Coronet; “Heaven on 
Earth,” Sept. 16, Century; “Mag- 
dalena,” Sept. 20, Ziegfeld; “Story 
for Strangers,” Sept. 21, Royale; 
“Town House,” Sept. 22, National; 
“Grandma’s Diary,” Sept. 23, Henry 
Miller (probable); “April Fool,” 


There are 16 probable shows | 
listed for October, (including 12 


opened since the official start of recent seasons and who will again 


be represented are Elmer Rice 
(“Not for Children”), Moss Hart 
(“Light Up the Sky”), Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse (“Life 
with Mother”), Arthur Miller 
(“Plenty Good Times”), Tennessee 
Williams (“Summer and Smoke”), 
Maxwell Anderson (“Anne of the 
1,000 Days”), Lillian Hellman 
(“Naked and Dead”), George Ab- 
bott (“Where’s Charley?”, musical 
adaptation from “Charley’s Aunt”) 
Anita Loos (“Shotgun Wedding,” 
with Frances Marion), Garson 
Kanin (“Smile at the World”). 
Also Cole Porter (“Kiss* Me 
Kate,” with Bella Spewack), Sig- 
mund Romberg (“My Romance”), 
Kurt Weill and Alan Jay Lerner 
| (“Love Life”), Allen Boretz and 
_ Franklin P. Adams (“45 Minutes 
from Broadway”), Harold Rome 
(“Alfred the Average,” with Philip 
and Julius Epstein), Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 
2d (“Tales of the South Pacific”), 
Norman Krasna (“April Fool,” with 
Groucho Marx), John van Druten 
(“Lucia”), Dorothy Hayward (“Set 





next, with Velma Royden filling|" Gross was about $30,000 for| theatre here last week. Sept. 27, Fulton; “Edward, My|My People Free”), Thornton 
— ag ene ator eee, | seven performances by = the best} Musical added an extra matinee, | Son,” Sept. 30, Martin Beck; “Lend; Wilder (“The Victors”), Mare 
w ’ : 


“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
(CD-712; $4.80). Molnar revival 
reopens Monday (23) for its 15th 
week, after a threeweek “guest” 
engagement at Central City, Col. 

“The Respectful Prostitute” and 
“Hope Is the Thing,” Cort (22d 
wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). With Rich- 
ard Harrity’s one-act “Hope” as the 





companion-piece, the gross hopped 
to $14,500; Meg Munday quits | 
Sept. 1 as the lead in “Prostie,” 
being succeeded by Ann Dvorak. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Alfred the Average,” musical— 
Joseph Kipness. 

“tieendena’s Diary,” play-—Amer- 
ican Theatre Group. 





of the season. 


for a nine-performance week. 





‘Annie’ Up to $25,000, ‘Shoes’ 376, 


‘John’ Off to 9G 


Chicago, Aug. 17. 

Chi ticket sales went up again 
last week with exception of “John 
Loves Mary.” “Annie Get Your 
Gun” picked up at the matinee, 
and the afternoon trade at “Okla- 
homa!” and “High Button Shoes” 
was almost selleut. Outdoor Chi- 
cago Railroad Fair and cool weath- 
er are the draws, with usual con- 
vention trade lacking. 


‘Okla.!’ $29,500, Chi 


baker, the Civic theatre being 
leased to the American Broadcast- 
ing System for television. The 
Blackstone, due to open Sept. 13 
with “Angel in the Wings,” has 
ripped out all the seating, revamp- 
ed the stage and put in new wires 
and plumbing. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert 


announced, and “Happiest Days,” 
an Ear,’ date and house un- 
date and house unannounced. 
Subsequent List 

The subsequent list includes: 
“Private Lives,” Oct. 4, at the 
Plymouth; “Leading Lady,” Oct. 5, 
Cort; “Summer and Smoke,” Oct. 
6, Music Box; “Love Life,” Oct. 7, 
46th Street; “Where’s Charley?” 
Oct. 11, St. James; “Naughty Mari- 
etta,” Oct. 15, no theatre announc- 
ed; “Life with Mother,” Oct. 20, 
Empire; “Comedy of Good and 
Evil,” no date, Morosco, and the 
following October entries for which 
no specific date or theatre are set, 
“All the Way Home,” “Anne of the 
1,000 Days,” “Alfred the Average,” 
“Signor Chicago,” “Clutterbuck,” 


Blitzstein (musical of “The Little 
Foxes”). 


be represented include Benn Levy 
(“Clutterbuck”), Jean-Paul Sartre 
(“Red Gloves”), Sean O’Casey 
(“Red Roses for Me”), Keith Win- 
ter (“Someone at the Door’), Paul 
Vincent Carroll (“The Wise Have 
Not Spoken’). 

Among the name players set for 
Broadway appearances during the 
season include Otto Kruger, Peter 
Lind Hayes, Irra Petina, Dorothy 
Sarnoff, Ray Bolger, Eddie Dowling 
Rex Harrison, Oscar Homolka, 
Robert Morley, Nancy Walker, 
Willie Howard, Madeleine Carroll, 
Kay Thompson, Florence Desmond, 
Estelle Winwood, Ina_ Claire, 


L . “The Father,” “Silver Whistle” and| Blanche Yurka, Howard Lindsa 
: 3 eas be (6th week) (2,100; $4.94). Matinee te cae ’ dana 
“Lave Life,” musical — Chery PP oy "Tasenn dehesin aoe business a little better with neat ae me Seen s —_— revue. = Dorothy Stickney, Roland 
“Mister Roberts,” play (second matic fare looks lean for the fall . t pl ee ee 


)—Leland Hayward. 


season. Most of the other Septem- 


“High Button Shoes,” Great 


Sky” (probably at the Broadhurst}, 


Bankhead, ZaSu Pitts, Ruth Gor- 


; “Set My People Free,” “Bravo!” | don (in her own “Leadi ws 
.” musical —/} ber openers are comedies or musi- | Northern (13th week) (1,500; $6.18). « “p—llgge es 
-. Mot ome a 5 cher companies due in are |Did it again. Lush $37,006. pod og at the Lyceum), As Raymond Massey, Lillian Gish, 
._ Summer and Smoke,” play —| “Angel in the Wings,” “Brigadoon”| “John Leves Mary,” Harris (27th | T'S Go,” “Shotgun Wedding,” | Paul Lukas, Gertrude Lawrence, 


_ “eyhere’s ye” musi-nl — 
Feuer, Martin & Rickard. 


Jones. sp 


‘| with “ 


and Ruth Gordon’s new, play, 
“ Lady” “Altegté “dud ta 
at re tree has Beeh' replaced 

oon. 9 5 7” , 





ai pi aN: tame Bi le cll te ae ts OP Be ast 


Brigadoon. 
Only house available is Stude- 


a ame gage cual 


Bab ey (1,000; $3.71). Below par 
wi PRs, 1g 6 Wee 
te : Briariger + ‘(Qn fl 





still go for this one. ; Fine $29,500. 


week) (1,334; $4.33).' City slickers: 


“Before the Party,” “ 


Comi 
Through ‘the: Rye,” * Ny 
Fang? Heep Ne "Eee ates an 
an’ Olsen-Johnson revue. ‘For De- 
‘cember; “Rape of Lucretia,” “45 








Susanna eine Edward Bay 

of ton,’ bur Vang, “ "a 
te Martin, Jean Piedre! Agenohe 
Kitty Carlisle and Olsen and 
Johnson. 








Name foreign authors who may . 
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New Shows Creating Theatre Jam: 


Musicals Are Toughest Problem F 


With the fall rush of incoming +¢ 


shows still three weeks away, the 
annual théatre-booking snarl is 
again in prospect, both 
York and out of town. There are 
18 shows already booked into 
Broadway houses. Added to the 
five current productions slated to 
continue, that leaves only six avail- 
able theatres for all the other 
shows. However, some of the in- 
coming presentations may fold dur- 
ing road tryouts and others will 
undoubtedly fail quickiy on Broad- 
way, temporarily easing the sit- 
uation slightly. 

The worst jamup will be in the 
larger theatres, with enough seat- 
ing capacity and backstage facili- 
ties to house musicals. Because of 
the unusually high percentage of 
tune shows among the incomers, 
there’s already a shortage of thea- 
tres in that category. Unless some 
of the expected hit musicals flop 
there will quickly be a pileup of 
those not yet booked. 


The houses already set with new | 
shows or having sure holdovers are | 


the Adelphi (“‘Hilarities of 1949”), 
Alvin (“Mister Roberts’), Ethel 
Barrymore (‘Streetcar Named De- 
sire”), Martin Beck (“Edward, My 
Son”), Belasco (“Sundown Beach’’), 
Center (“‘Howdy, Mr. Ice”), Cen- 
tury (“Heaven on Earth”), City 
Center (‘Show Boat” and various 
subsequent special bookings), Coro- 
net (‘Small Wonder’’), Cort (“‘Lead- 
ing Lady’), Empire (“Life with 
Mother’), 46th Strect 
Life”), Fulton (‘April Fool’), Ma- 
jestic (“Inside U. S. A.”), Henry 
Miller (“Grandma’s Diary”). Mo- 
rosco (“Comedy of Good and Evil”), 
Music Box (“Summer and Smoke’’), 
National (‘“‘Town House’’), Plymouth 
(“Private Lives”), Royale (‘Story 


for Strangers”), ot James 
(“Where’s  Charley?’’), Shubert 
(“High Button Shoes”), Ziegfeld 


(“Magdalena”) and Warner (An- 


(Continued on page 44) 


Philly Legit Season 
Starting Labor Day 





in New| 


(“Love | 





‘Streetcar’ Key To 


| Earlier Pitt Opening 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 17. 

No. 2 company of “Streetcar 
Named Desire,” headed by Uta 
Hagen, Anthony Quinn and Rus- 
sell Hardie, has decided to spend 
two weeks here instead of one 
polishing up for Chicago run, and 
as a result Nixon legit season will 
tee off Labor Day night, Sept. 6. 
Shutters were originally set to 
come down on 13th. First eight 
performances will be under Thea- 
tre Guild-ATS auspices, with final 
stanza on its own. 

“Brigadoon” follows “Streetear” 
on Sept. 20, also for a fortnight. 
, with “The Heiress” tentatively set 
for Oct. 4. 





‘Anna’ Spread Out Over 
Globe, Productions Due 
In Paris, B.A., Far East 


“Anna Lucasta,” seen heretofore | 


only in the U.S. and England (with 
, exception of a special fortnight run 
in Vienna), will spread out over 
the globe this season. Leonard & 
Cowl, play’s N.Y. agents, have sold 
French and Argentine rights, with 
| limit of April, 1949, set before 
|which they must be produced. 

A white company will open in 
|Paris some time this fall at the 
|Grammont theatre, with Mlle. Ver- 
'ly as producer. Louis Verneuil, 
w.k French playwright now on the 
| Coast, did the adaptation. For-the 
Buenos Aires production, play was 
translated by Jose Arrieta, who has 


adapted several Broadway hits for | 
| Argentina, including “Life With 


| Father” and “Born Yesterday.” 


|! Australian rights have 
been sold on a_ straight deal. 
| Originally, the agreement was to 
‘include an American cast, but the 
Aussie money situation prevented. 


Agents are also dickering with sev- | 


eral Scandinavian companies and 
a South African producer. They 


- are also completing arrangements 
With Double Preem | with the Far Eastern Command for 


Philadelphia, Aug: 17. 


Philadelphia’s 1948-49 theatre 
season will have its lid pried off 
on its traditional opening date— 
Labor Day. Two houses will re- 
light on that night (Sept. 6), with 
another opening the following 
Monday (13). Last of the four 


regular playhouses the city has 


left joins the parade Sept. 20. 


The pair of Labor Day openings 
are “Brigadoon and “For Love or 
Money.” Former, which tried out 
here two seasons ago, comes into 
the Shubert this time (it played 
the Forest last time). for two weeks 
only. “For Love of Money,” with 
Janet Blair and Francis Lederer, | 
currently doing the strawhat spots | 
with it, in the leading roles. It. 
will play two weeks at the Locust. | 


Forrest, usually -first of local | 
legiters to see action because it 
has an aircooling system, opens | 
Sept. 13 with the new season’s first 
tryout, “Where’s Charley?,” musi- 
cal version of “Charley's Aunt,” 
starring Ray Bolger. Length of en- 


agement isn’t absolutely set, but | 


tuner will likely stay two or three 
weeks. 
is On the 20th, the Walnut gets 

The Heiress,” in for two weeks 
and on ATS subscription. Also on 
the 20th, the Shubert gets the sec- 
ond tryout of the season—a musi- 
cal now called “That's the Ticket,” 
produced by Joe Kipness. It’s 
booked fer four weeks. Also on 
the 20th—unless this booking con- 
Sestion is relieved by a switch 
somewhere along the line—Tallu- 
Jah Rankhead will bow in at the 

Ocust in Mer revival of “Private 
Lives,” several times mentioned 
here last season. It's skedded for 
two weeks. 

This schedule leaves the week 
of the 27 without bookings but 
on Oct. 4 a pair of openings are 
listed—‘“Man and Superman,” with 
Maurice Evans, at the Walnut. and 


“Born Yesterday” (a return) at the | 
Locust. - 


Counted on to come here during | 
the first two or three months of. 


the new season are “Allegro,” 


- “Finian’s Rainbow” (return), “Anne : 
of , @ < Thowsang, »Bays.”) dryaqut) | New, York te jine up, plays for thei 
“Com q Deets Way Ath, “Johni 194d season, af ar 4 


man 
Loves Mary.” The D'Oyly Carte 
company from England is also 
Skedded to tee off here for its 


'a eombination GlI-civilian cast to 
do “Anna” for 30 performances in 
Guam and other islands. 


cluding many of Broadway's orig- 
inals, is now in its 42d week at His 
Majesty’s, London. Play was also 
done in Vienna last May 14-31. 


COAST CIRCLE TROUPE 





. Hollywood. Aug. 17. 


Circle Players, local legit group, 
will bow on Broadway next year. 
Arrangements for a New York 
debut, through a tieup with Ex- 
perimental Theatre, possibly will 
be finalized next week when Sid- 
ney Chaplin, son of Charles Chap- 
lin, and Jerry Epstein, directors 
of the Circle, arrive in New York. 


| Debut vehicle probably will be 
“Caligula” by Albert Camus, to 
which Cirele holds American 
‘rights. Play has drawn raves in 
'Paris. It will probably get its 
American premiere at the Coronet, 
, Hollywood, and then go east after 
/an extended run. 

| Circle may also give New York 
its first look at two Saroyan prop- 
‘erties. One, “Sam Ego’s House,” 
‘was world-premiered here by the 
group last season and has not 
‘been done elsewhere. Second is 
Saroyan’s “A Happy Birth, A De- 
cent .Funeral.” Decision on wheth- 
er it wiil be premiered here or 
in New York is expected to be 
/made shortly. 

In addition to finalizing debut 
‘arrangements, Chaplin and Ep- 
stein hope to set a deal for sev- 
eral new scripts for world preem- 





ing here on the Coast. “Ego” gave _ 


the group a tremendous impetus, 
-and they are on the lookout for 
other “firsts.” 





| DUTTON-0’CONNOR PLANS 
Patricia Dutton and Jane O’Con- 

nor, who operate the Artillery Lane 

Playhouse, St. Augustine, are in 


Opeging in. J 


opening of Margo Jones’ Theatre 
48, 


“Anna,” with a Negro cast in- | 


. union, 


TO BOW ON BROADWAY 


‘ager had submitted erroneous box- . 


They'll go to Dallas to attend the 


Philip Huston Saves 


Wife From Drowning 
Dennis, Mass., Aug. 17. 
Diana Gardner Huston, English 
znd dancer, was pulled 
out of the surf off Cape Cod by 
her actor husband Philip Huston, 
after she was seized with cramps 
off shore. She's expecting her 

first chila in October. 

Both cre currently appearing at 
Richard Aldrich’s Cape Playhouse, 
Dennis, in the Elizabeth Bergner 
package show, “Escape Me Never.” 


New D. C. Bid 
For Legit House 


Washington, Aug. 17. 

Heads were being run _ into 
stone walls last week in the search 
for a new legit theatre here. Wash- 
ington has been without a legit 
house since the National closed 
July 31 rather than submit to an 
Equity ultimatum to admit Ne- 
groes. 

Federal Works Agency late last 
week nixed a new bid from a group 
headed by Joseph Curtis, son of 
Columbia Pix veepee Jack Cohn, 
to lease the Government-owned 
Belasco. FWA gave no reasons, but 
it had turned down an earlier 
| Curtis offer as having too many 
strings attached. Curtis’ attorneys 
said they had thought their new 
bid met the Government objec- 
tions. They promised Curtis would 
“continue to explore all possibili- 
| ties,” including possibly the leas- 
ing of the present pix-house, the 
Strand. 

Other developments of the week 
included these: American National 
| Theatre and Academy, which also 
| was turned down in a bid for the 
Belasco, said they would try their 

(Continued on page 45) 


Co. Mgr. Absolved 
By Jules Leventhal In 








also | 


Maurice Costello has been ex- 


onerated by Jules J. Leventhal | 


from any responsibility for dis- 


tion with the producer’s touring 
‘production of “Voice of the Tur- 
tle” last winter, Leventhal cleared 
‘his former company manager in 
a letter last week to Costello's 


Agents and Managers. 

The producer had previously 
blamed the mixup on Costello, ex- 
plaining that the company man- 


office statements on out-of-town 
engagements through a mistaken 
excess of zeal in his (Leventhal’s) 
behalf. As a result of the faulty 


less than his rightful share of the 
touring receipts. When the dis- 
crepancy was discovered, however, 
, Leventhal made good the amount 
due. 

Although the erroneous b.o. 
statements were signed by two 


local theatre managers as well as. 


by Costello, the former were be- 
lieved not to have been aware of 
‘the discrepency in the quoted 
gross figures. Both men _ had 


signed blank statements, which 


were subsequently filled out incor- 
rectly and forwarded to the de 
Liagre office. 

Apparently it is common prac- 
tice among theatre treasurers, man- 
agers and company managers, to 
sign blank b.o. statements, which 
are subsequently filled out and 
submitted to the producer and 
others. This is usually done when 
one of the signers has to leave the 
theatre before the final count-up 


and trusts the remaining ones (or | 
one) to handle the receipts and 


make the report. 

Leventhal regularly acquires the 
touring rights in certain cities to 
Broadway hits, paying the original 
| producer a percentage of the gross. 
He is currently presenting “Me 
and Molly,” in Atlantic City; “For 
Love or Money,” at the Flatbush, 


Brooklyn. and “The Last of Mrs. | 
at the Windsor, Bronx, 


Cheyney.” 
N. Y., on such a basis. 





Manny Fleischman will be’ maisi- 

cal director at the Downtown Na- 
tional theatre, N.Y., for the 1948- 
'49 Yiddish season. 





Prohibitive Tryout Costs Send Mors. 


To the Strawhats to Test Shows 





Moliere Play to Open ' 


For ’48 Group in Dallas 


Dallas, Aug. 17. 
Moliere’s “The Learned Ladies” 
(‘Les Femmes Savantes’’) will 
open the Dallas Theatre ’48 season 


on Nov. 8 at the Gulf Oil Play- able for a fair estimate. 
house. The comedy will run for, This summer, however, the 
three weeks. numerous prospective Broadway 


“Twelfth Night” by Shakespeare 
will be presented around Christ- 
mas, with “The Sea Gull’ as the 
third classic revival. 

Among the new plays planned 
to be presented by the group are 
“Skoal,” by Vivian Johannnas and 
“Here's to Us,” by Sherland Quinn. 


but also several musicals. 
that strawhat production costs are 


outlay, the higher standard of pro- 
duction in the rural playhouses is 
also a factor. Playwrights ‘and 
their agents) and producers have 
come to look on a tryout at one of 





entries given cowbarn tryouts have 
included not only straight Pb 
ile 


the apparent reason is primarily 


only a fraction of the Broadway 


‘Turtle’ Discrepancy. 


puted financial accounts in connec- | 


the Assn. of Theatrical | 


Denver Legit; Longhair 
Season Is Shaping Up; 


New Ticket-Sale Angle 


Denver, Aug. 17. 

With a dozen legits signed for 
the coming season, Arthur M. 
Oberfelder is. looking for a few 
more shows to plug the longer in- 
termissions. Oberfelder will again 
_use the city auditorium for most 
‘of the productions. Signed are 
“Carousel”; Earl Carroll Vanities”; 
Judith Anderson in “Medea”; 


i“John Loves Mary”; ‘Command 
| Decision”; ‘“‘Born Yesterday”; Mau- 
| rice Evans in “Man and Superman”; 
|“Desert Song”; “Brigadoon”; Bert 
|Lahr in “Burlesque,” and “Show- 
boat.” 


| For his concerts, Oberfelder is 
‘trying out a new ticket - selling 
‘angle this year. Instead of break- 
ing the list in two groups, and re- 
quiring ticket buyers to take all 
in either group, hé@ has designated 
three, Leonard Warren, Cloe Elmo 
and Jacques Thibaud, as musts, al- 


lowing customer to pick five or | 


_more-for a season price. Top prices 
are $24 for eight concerts; $4.20 
for one. Signers for more than 
eight concerts get pro-rata price. 
Approximately 85% of last year 
customers have signed for this 
year. 


Concerts-include Ezio Pinza, Fer- 
‘ruccio Tagliavini, Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, Jerome Hines, Sam- 
son Francois, Cloe Elmo, Vladimir 
Horowitz, Hazel Scott, Marian An- 
derson, Leonard Warren, DePaur 
Infantry Chorus, Jacques Thibaud, 
, Paul Draper and Larry Adler, First 
Piano Quartet, San Carlo’ Opera 
-Co., Minneapolis Symphony Or- 
chestra, Artur Rubinstein, Phila- 
delphia Orchestra, Tito Guizar, 
French Orchestre National, New 
Manhattan Opera Co, Ethel 
Waters and Fletcher Henderson. 


‘OKLA!’ REPEAT OPENS 





the established strawhats as an in- 
ee test of the show’s poten- 
| tial. 

Some of the coming season’s 
Broadway productions that have 


“Sundown Beach,” pretfiiered at 
Westport, Conn., and due to be 
|presented by Louis Singer; “All 
| the Way Home,” tested at Ridge- 
field, Conn., and Jutland, N. J., by 
T. Edward Hambleton and Alfred 
'R. Stern; “Coming Thro’ the Rye,” 
given a break-in at Stockbridge, 
|Mass., slated by Warren P. Mun- 
sell; “Perfect Pitch,” done at West- 
'port by John C. Wilson; “Summer 
_and Smoke,” first done last season 
;at the Theatre '48, Dallas; “Reluc- 
tant Lady,” given an outdoor test 
|this summer in Cleveland by Can- 
ada Lee. 

Other eee ective Broadway. of- 
ferings slated for hayloft test in- 
‘clude “Live a Little,” a musical, 
which Mildred Fenton is doing at 
East Hampton, L. L; “Duet for 
|One,” at Saratoga, N. Y.; “Suzie,” 
\at Chatham, Mass.; the Charles 
Robinson - Kenyon Nicholson 
“Gilded Cage,” at New Hope, Pa.; 
,the Theatre Guild’s forthcoming 
| ‘Silver Whistle,” at Westport, and 
Masa) Say Never,” at Cape May, 


i 
| 


' Where it costs around $60,000- 
, $75,000 to produce a straight play 
‘(or a minimum of $200,000 for a 
/musical) on Broadway, even an 
|elaborate strawhat production costs 
‘only about $7,500-$10,000. Most 
rural showshops would lose money 
on a show costing that much, but 
the usual prbendides is for the 
Broadway manager who owns rights 
to the property underwriting the 
loss. Even at $5,000 drop, it’s com- 
ing to be considered a cheap in- 
vestment, 


Ella Logan Nixes 
‘Finian’ Tour Due 








Ella Logan has turned down a 
_bid from Lee Sabinson to play her 
original femme lead in “Finian’s 
, Rainbow” on tour this season. Her 


To Billing Wrangle 


reports, Alfred de Liagre, Jr., orig- | 
inal producer of “Turtle,” received | 


DES MOINES SEASON | reported reason is the same as for 


/her previous withdrawal from the 

Des Moines, Aug. 17. show. That is, refusal of the pro- 

The KRNT Radio theatre 1948- | ducer to give her billing. Other 

49 season opens Sept. 9 with a aspects of the deal were satisfac- 
three days of “Oklahoma,” which | tory. 


ti) c2 Li sat, fhe Shubert. N. 


in a week’s 
than $90,000 here in 1946, when 
“Oklahoma” was the initial show 
for introducing the Cowles Broad- 
casting Co. operation of the 4.200- 
seat ‘house. It had formerly been 
the Shrine auditorium. 

The KRNT Radio theatre man- 
agement had good success with 
longer runs on attractions last 
season and will continue the pol- 
icy this season. Shows scheduled 
to date are: Hoagy Carmichael, 
Oct. 1; Phil Spitalny’s “Hour of 
Charm,” Oct. 10; Blackstone show, 
Oct. 18: RCA Victor show, Oct. 
29; Nelson Eddy, Nov. 3; Horace 
Heidt, Nov. 7; “John Loves Mary,” 
Nov. 10; “The Desert Song,” Nov. 
23; Fred Waring, Nov. 24, 25 and 
| 26; “Command Decision,” Dec. 14; 
“Born Yesterday,” Jan. 3 and 4; 
' “Burlesque,” Jan. 7 and 8; “Show 
Boat,” Feb. 3, 4 and 5; “Skating 
Vanities,” Feb. 18 through the 
27; “An Evening with Romberg,” 
March 23; Burl Ives, April 1 and 


“Brigadoon,” the week of May 2. | 





WANT PHIL SILVERS 
Phil Silvers may withdraw from 
the lead in “High Button Shoes,” 
: Y.. 540, £0; 
Sweet, Dreams,” .. the. new 
Engiund-Vernon Duke-Ogden Nash 
musical, for which Jerome Rob- 


bins is being sought as director. | 





into) tunity 
en Univ. of New Mexico, Alfred Univ., 


run did more ' Nan Wynn, currently playing the 


‘part, also refused to go on the 
_road with the musical. She, too, 
_wanted billing for the tour, but 
_also asked for a dresser to travel 
| with the company and for a stage 
dressing room to facilitate costume 
changes. 
| Miss Wynn originally turned in 
two weeks’ notice, but subsequent- 
ly agreed to remain another two 
_weeks. She’s now set to exit Sept. 
4, with a replacement still not en- 
gaged. 
“Finian” closes Oct. 4 at the 
46th Street, NY. 


Phoebe Brand As Teacher 


Phoebe Brand, actress formerly 
with the Group Theatre and more 
recently with the Actors Lab, 
_Hollywood, will be instructor in 
acting technique this fall and win- 
ter at Bennington (Vt.) college. 
She's the wife of legit-film actor 
_Morris Carnovsky. 

The American National Theatre 
& Academy, which suggested Miss 
Brand’s appointment, is also con- 
sidering applicants for dramatic 
'director-instructor jobs at ,Tulane 
| Univ., Kansas City Jewi®% Com- 


iter,. Kansas, (ity, Univ., 





Springfield (O.) Civic theatre, Bald- 
win School, at Bryn Mawr, Pa., and 
Waynesburg (Pa.) college. 


# Unusual .number of prospective 
Breadway shows given strawhat 
tryouts this summer is regarded as 
another result of the increasingly 
prohibitive cost of theatrical pro- 
duction. Both authors and’ man- 
agers have formerly been reluctant 
to test their shows in strawhats, as 
conditions were figured unfavor- 


been given strawhat tryouts ase" 


aad 





ai 


VARIETY Wednesday, August 18, 1948 


traits that make Kath regret she | * rs 
sent him out into the world, and | 
when the medical offer is again. 


brought up, this time she accepts | 
and sends away the circus owner | 


LEGITIMATE 


Strawhat Reviews 





make their American film bow in 
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..tion, by the audience at the close | processes to following their split 


‘sets. 


| 


The Happiest Years Fem § play, rather than an author | 


Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 16. standout. : | 
Berkshire Playhouse production of com-!| Central character, Crystal Lang, | 


edy by Thomas Coley and William Roe-| 
rick, in three acts (4 scenes). Staged by | is a femme Dr. Jekyll who Hydes 


William Miles; setting, James Russell, At her dual mentality from a second | 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass., husband after the tragic loss of her | 


who has come to take the boy back 
with him. Play ends on a festive 
note as all the neighbors gather at 
a party to witness the first treat- 
ment that is to make Denny a 
normal man. 


Abbey Players of Dublin will 


| “The Quiet Man,” which John Ford will make in Ireland next spring. 
| Director pians to use Abbey personnel extensively and to sign any 


| standout talent to screen contracts. 


| will be made entirely in Ireland. 


Film will star John Wayne and 





| 
| 


Aug. 16, ’48 ‘first. Plot progression points out | : Several legit managements have stopped using the N. Y. News and 
why > Mkendall, Clark that spouse number one, who had | Pe mays — Page ee Mirror for display ads. Reason is that the two dailies don’t carry local 
Alida Wentworth........... Ruth Vivian | been the Breat love of her life, was | 4¢ emotions; Sonny Rees plays| ads or any theatrical news copy in their “national” editfons distributed 
Clara. Graves. -.......+++.. Amy Douglass | killed accidentally by a gunshot | ; f thespian | out of town, although they print film news and gossip columns in all 
Bertram Graves........... Maurice Wells |Denny with a bagful of thespian. b é 
Roger Little@eld.........._...... Ray Fry| wound from a supposedly empty | artifices that belie his moppet/ editions. Showmen are continuing to use the two sheets for daily 
Florence Graves..0/70.¢.. Eleanor Wilson | weapon after Crystal had unwit- | years: Mildred Hudson paints an| alphabetical show listings. 


Philip Ober | tingly inserted a shell during a— 
| spell of amnesia. 


This is a leisurely paced comedy | The tragedy had aggravated con- 
that never gathers the momentum , genital shortcomings in the wom- 
necessary for the click class. Its|an’s emotional makeup and 
potential for a sustained Broadway | prompted her to marry again, this 
showing will depend on topfight'time with the thought of molding | 
casting and further character de-| her second husband into a replica | 
velopment at which the young ac-| 0f the departed one. Innocent 
tor-playwrights, Thomas Coley | subject of this experiment is Wes- | 
(“Harvey”) and William Roerick | ley Lang, professor of history. in a | 
(“The Heiress”) display a marked | small Pennsylvania college. 
aptitude. } 


Berton GravOBS...cccececesss 





acter more than of action or situ-| long friendship with faculty col- | 
ation. A draggy and over-long| leagues, but = she attempts to | 
opening stanza fails to develop this| wean him from all outside inter- 
angle. Tighter writing would elim-| ests, the matter results in a vio- 
inate a “when does it start” reac-| lent quarrel that starts her mental 


of this.act. ‘inclinations. Final outcome is a 
Story relates the efforts of a GI | cerebral hemorrhage that kills her, 
to finish an interrupted college| with the curtain leaving the dis- 
career in preparation for a teach- | illusioned husband to the romantic 
ing position, while married and liv-/| potentialities of a faculty member 
ing with his in-laws. Conflict is de-' who had been in love with him 
veloped by a weilmeaning but fidg-| secretly for some time. 
ety mother-in-law who misinter-| Story is not particularly orig- | 
rets the motives of a helpful coed.| inal and is overly contrived at) 
his, with an annual visit by an | times, yet it offers some good act- | 
uncle and aunt, almost stymie the | ing possibilities. Making much of 
GI's endeavors. | those possibilities is Erin O’Brien-" 
William Miles has given his cus-| Moore, whose role as the neurotic 
tomary distinctive direction. Helen | calls for considerable latitude | 
Stenborg, as the young wife; Ray|of expression. Actress meets | 
Fry, a_ callow undergraduate,/the task competently, in some) 
Louise Benson and Ruth Vivian phases outstandingly. Alexander | 
give nifty performances. The lat-| Clark does excellent work as the 
ter two, as the second wife of uncle peace-loving pedagog. Helen Ca- 
Matt and the mousy librarian, re-| rew’s picture of the faithful con- 
spectively, are especially good/fidante who had raised Crystal 
chafacterizations. Philip Ober| from childhood good acting. 
starts with a bang but goes dimin-| Canable added support is given by 
uendo in the third act as the au-| philip Arthur and Senia Shaw, 
thors let the part down. Top hon-/ brother and sister faculty duo. 
ors go to Amy Douglas, in her third There’s a let ef dialog passing 
season as a resident member of the | over the bridgework here and, on 
Playhouse company. She gives a|the whole, it is okay. Direction 
portrayal of the mother-in-law that has capitalized on a suspense ele- 
can be placed with Helen Lowell’s| ment that is maintained at a high 
memorable mother-in-law in the! pitch, especially in final stanza. 
original company of George Kelly’s| Chapel Playhouse has given the 
The Show-Off. , tryout an attractive physical send- 
James Russell continues to show | of ‘Single setting of a living 
his flair for atmospheric interior room, including an upstage stair- 


Russ. | case, offers good playing space that 

Re 2 ee, is utilized to advantage in prevent- 

Twiee Born ing static moments in the play’s 
Guilford, Conn., Aug. 11. 


long running time. Bone. 

Lowis Harmon preduction of drama in 
three acts (five scenes) by Mary Orr and 
Re m, from a story by Joseph 
an Margaret Yablonski. Stars Erin 
O’Brien-Moore. Staged by Denham; set- 
ting. Paul Lammers. Opened at Chapel 








No Reom for Peter Pan 


New Milford, Conn., Aug. 14. 
Townsend production of fantasy 








_ Fantasy under the best of condi- 
tions is not the easiest form of en- 
tertainment to put across to the 
buying public. Under the curtailed 
facilities of summer theatre pro- 
duction, usually the best that can 
be hoped for is merely a showcase 
to gamble on whether or not to 
proceed further. That’s thé situa- 
tion as it applies to the tryout of 
“No Room for Peter Pan” — and 
the gamble looks like pretty much 
of a tossup. Play has spurts of 
drama, humor and pathos which, 
with development, can be blended 
into a somewhat novel entity. 
Analogous to the mother who 
never wants her child to grow up, 
story employs a combination nar- 
ration-playing technique to unfold 


shapes up as more of an actor-di- 


























Now Leasing 


LUXURIOUS 


with large serving pantries. into the hazardous field of anthra- 


cite any 2 When a medical ex- 
amination brings out the fact that 
Denny is a midget, and will grow 
;no more, Kath thinks her prayers 
have been answered in keeping the 
lad out of the mines. 

The boy’s condition brings un- 
favorable publicity to the commu- 
nity, and a threatened investigation | 
as to living conditions prompts the 
mine owner to arrange medical | 


Completely Redecorated. Styled 
by Beryl S. Austrian. Also 
Transient Accommodations. 






, where he becomes a star 
attraction. Returning a year later 
on a forbidden visit, Denny exhibits 
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amusing picture of a buxom Lithu- 


attractive ingenue giving romantic 
support, will probably be_ picked 


Reed as a mine minstrel who un- 


|folds theme via song and story. 


Others in large cast range from 
routine to good. 
Fred Stewart’s staging has pro- 


| Crystal’s unnatural possessive- duced a continuity that is easy to) 
It is a homey comedy of char-' ness impels her to break up Lang’s | follow and also has highlighted | 


several important scenes capably. 
For a strawhat stage, John Matus 


space of a kitchen, sitting room and 
Bone. 


Present Perfeet 
Medford, Mass., Aug. 10. 


Tufts Summer Arena Theatre produc- 


Ashton. Staged by the author. At Tufts 
College, Medford, Mass., Aug. 10, ’48. 

John Sherwood.......... 
Helen Sherwood........ Moore Pickering 
Sydney O’Brien....... 


Peter O’Brien........ Michael Anthonakes 


Michael McLean....... Richard Knudson | 





This one turns up an exceeding- 


jly. promising playwrighting talent, 


missing the bigtime by a hair. How- 
ever, since it’s been done arena 
style, conventional appraisal is 
somewhat unreliable. 


Norman Ashton, Tufts alumnus 


Elaine Lockhart | 


| Managements figure that a sizable share of Broadway playgoers, 
anian neighbor; Gloria Willis, an/ particularly for matinees, are from surrounding areas. Several of the 
| producers, or their general managers, commuting from nearby com- 
ked | munities in Connecticut, New Jersey and New York, have noted the 
up one of these days for something | number of train riders consulting theatre ads in the N. Y. Times and 
_— important than summer stock. Herald Tribune, which carry both alphabetical and display copy in 

Narration is handled by Dan) i) editions. 


Managements that have complained to the News and Mirror adver- 


| tising departments have been: sympathetically received. 


But the ad 


| solicitors claim they can do nothing, as the matter is in the hands of 
top management at the two sheets. 


on the Coast. Show required 12 





“Magdalena” is figured the biggest physical production ever done 


railroad cars (six for the sets, cos- 


tumes and equipment, and five for the company of 110, plus a diner) 
has done an exceptional bit of de-| for its transfer over the weekend from the Philharmonic, Los Angeles, 
signing in crowding the playing | to the Curran, San Francisco, where the opening curtain was adver- 


tised for 9:15 Monday night (16). 


R. Victor Leighton is general man- 


| back yard all into a single setting.| ager for producer Edwin Lester, with Anthony Buttitta pressagent. 


| Latter comes to New York this week, with the show scheduled to preem 


| Sept. 20 at the Ziegield. 





Edna Ferber and George S. Kaufman are revising the script of their 


that they’ve had to do more than 


parently explains why Max Gordon 


'Ferber-Kaufman play first. 


| “ ? ’ b 4 | g 
Qin ta commie 0 Gres. natn be Geamen | Oe play, “Bravo!”. It’s the first time since they began collaboration 


slight rewriting before the start of 


| iT) ? 2 » s = 
Gia Corulli | rehearsals and tryout. Fact that the “Bravo!” script wasn’t right ap 


moved up his production of “Town 


House” (currently in rehearsal) after originally planning to do the 





particularly in the little state of 
Lumpur, where the Maharajah 
: thinks nothing of spending state 
coin for spectacular binges in Bom- 
| bay. Play’s opening was spiced by 
|mewspaper reports of a similar 
' real-life incident involving the 


and Yale graduate student, starts | fapulousl althy chieftai f 
off with a situation that seems at} er = 7 er. 


first to have about as much meat 
as a nickel hamburger. A former 
WAC, recently married to an 


amiable nondescript, can’t forget) 


her first love, an RAF Scotsman 


Dialog is slow in developing the 
) action, but helps create several 
|penetrating characterizations. 
Author Whyte plays the lead and 


whom she met on a furlough in | Makes it an effective portrayal but 


England, and who was shot down 
over Normandy. She tries to fall| ad difficulty 


the other cast members apparently 
identifying them- 


in love with her husband. but it | Selves with the out-of-the-ordinary 


won’t work. Her father tells her 
she’s trying too hard to forget the 
flier; maybe it would help if she 
tried just as hard to remember 
him. 

At this the disembodied Scot ap- 
pears in full RAF uniform: There 
then follow two acts of very su- 


perior comedy in the Coward-Behr- | 
man manner as the wife tries to) 


imagige her husband in the flier’s 
role as _ she _ reconstructs their 
idyllic affair. It isn’t any too clear 
exactly how she manages to switch, 


the lightest touch. Given a know- 


ing professional production with a} 
pair of deft and attractive lovers, | 
and an assist here and there in| 


the dialog, it could click both on 
stage or screen. But the arena 
stuff is too confusing to make the 
call too positively black or = 
ie. 


Play out of Town 


The Untouchables 


North Hollywood, Cal., Aug. 10. 

Horseshoe Theatre production of drama 
in three acts (five scenes) by Patrick 
Hudman W: 














hyte. Directed by Opa R 
Opened Aug. 9, ’48, at Horseshoe theatre, | 


ah of Lumpur..... George Adrian 


Maharaj 
Eileen de Castro.... .......- Rita Conde 


SOMAGRE 6.6 oc cs coe ees William Van Gelder | 





This is the six new play to be 
presented by the Horseshoe thea- 


tre since its inception last Novem-. 
ber, and the first to be penned by 


a regular member of the group. 
Drawn in part from the author’s 
experiences 


first plunge into global affairs. 


porting film. 
“Untouchables” is a story of the 
dying days of British rule in India, 


as a British army 
major in India, it is the Horseshoe’s 


characters who people the play. 


| Legit Followup 


Command Decision 
(FULTON, N. Y.) 

Byron McGrath, replacing Paul 
McGrath as Brig. Gen. Garnett in 
“Command Decision,” at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y., looks somewhat young 



































| 
Lee Sabinson figuring on mak- 


, ing his start as a director with his 
‘own production of Wilfred H. 
| Pettit’s ‘““Devil’s Carnival”... Lon- 
‘don rights to “The Heiress’ have 
been sold to Tennent Productions, 
Ltd. (Hugh Beaumont), with Wendy 
Hiller slated to star in the part she 
/ereated in the Broadway produc- 
| tion . . . Herman Levin, who re- 
turned last week from London and 
Paris, is considering an uniden- 
tified Saroyan play for Broadway 
production . . . Jerome Whyte 
' planed to London last week to 0.0. 


ard. the West End edition of “Okla- 


to Me of Love,” and bring it to. 


New York in the fall of "49... 
Paul and William Henebery an- 
nounce the formation of Fatima 
Productions, and are considering 
scripts “of a philosophical nature” 
. . . Elmer Rice has revised his 
“Not for Children” and the Play- 
_wrights’ Co. will produce it this 
fall . . . Sneakthieves ransacked 


§. 3 ai » >, } trea’ ; , to, There is little in the plot to excite | postage stamps, tty cash, and. with the 
PEPTV ITS Bil: Copeherduperheedt Y hig Pi retaee the) a. leek prod ir,’ but it. might Several ‘bottles of from. vari- | ) r 
heated ' Aor Home s a Stter and ships the lad off with serve as the b. sis for an ékid cap-|ous’ desk drawers .. . Robert c. | D. DAVIDSON CO. 


| Schnitzer, general manager for the 


Experimental theatre two seasons 
ago, has joined the stafi of the 





offices in the Empire theatre, N. Y., | 
building last week, making off with | 


| dramatic workshop of the New 
| School for Social Research, N. Y. 

Old Vic Co., headed by Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke and Dame Edith 
Evans, will play a New York en- 
gagement, Starting in January, fol- 
lowed by a U. S. tour, under the 
|sponsorship of Theatre, Inc. At 
the same time, the Old Vic troupe 
headed by Sir Laurence Olivier 
and Vivien Leigh, currently tour- 
ing Australia, will take over the 
New Theatre, in London. 











|| Theatre Jam-up 














Confinued from page 43 





|thony B. Farrell’s new untitled re- 
vue, though he originally planned 
to bring back “Hold It” at the 
Warner). 

“Born Yesterday” is continuing 
at the Lyceum, but may be re- 
placed by “Bravo!” “Annie Get 
Your Gun” may play a while 
longer at the Imperial, but may be 
forced out. by upcoming musicals 
if its gross doesn’t go back to siz- 


Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., Aug. 9, °48;! in three acts old Jaediker Taub. | in her mind, the image of the flier for the part, and has less poise and |), ; “ r 
$2.40 top. ures ‘ a : : able proportions. “Harvey” is also 
Eeputal Fang ......50% Erin O'Brien-Moore | Fred Stewart; scenery’ by’ Jona Matus | ito the reality of her husband, | authority than his older brother-| 1 oiging on at the 48th Street, but 
Wesley’ Lang............ Alexander Clark | Opened at Thea ‘ . Fa, w Mil.| but the author contrives to work | But he, seems more direct and could be a victim of pressure from 
Martha Foot, <+ + ngeupatane pisien Carew ford, Conn., Aug. 11, "48; $2.40 top. it all up into an agreeable sort of vigorous, and is probably just as anhene P is t t 
prandea Susher.... sree, -Philip Arthur Con Carbon. xepbqen' es ageneerr4 pDan_ Reed | moral, | effective. new Pro uc _ + ee 0 
Mallory... Kaiherme Sauie | . Rather than wearing thin, the| Rest of tne cast and the William | “The Play’s the Thing,’ which re- 
After “Twice Born” has b t | Jennie Subaiko...0......... Gloria Willis | play, despite the familiar apparatus | Wister Haines drama itself hold | lights the Booth next Monday (23) 
palfter “Twice Born’ has been put | Denny, Maley" gzapemag,tent | of the disembodied spirit, gains as up well after the more than nine |and | “Make Mine | Manhattan 
. c La ae? “s or a . wehionys eee Comte |it goes along largely through the | months’ run. There may be even| which might be forced out of the 
pons +a ‘hewn 4 “ye Py William Kane............ Michael Maros | author’s wit and theatre-wise in-| more teeth-clenching onstage than | Broadhurst, possibly by “Light up 

roi ones tie te ie | en ee +-++--Mildred Hudson | vention of business for the charac-| when the play first opened, but | the Sky.” 
- ml Eat ht cisores the leery Cammare. 2.20 °0"" Lewis Francis | ters. An added touch being the|there’s still plenty of fingernail-| That leaves 10 possible houses 
pee lit personality that has Ba Eothee eailashey....0..+.Repert Hubbard wife’s transitional narrative to the | gnawing out front. Show should | for which bookings have not been 
or Sas cluttered up the outer of- | Mr. Collyer... Willem “Roberts | Audience as.she tries to remember | repeat its Broadway success when | indicated. They are the Bijou 
hiat ia : Sheriff........... Siccsa- to Joe Marosz | &Xactly how it happened. .,, |it tours, starting Sept. 13. Hobe. | (jately had films, but available for 
fices of psychiatry specialists in the | Neighbors. |..." Sotaraticatan Anne Syarse| Company is capable enough, with ; : 4 sitar 
past few years. Based on a story Nancy Stoehr/a ni - legit), the Biltmore (“The Heiress 
: : , ce rformance all around, = . 

“Where Angels Fear,” this one but this is virtuoso stuff requiring | Legit Bits closes Sept. 18), Broadway (dark, 


but could accommodate a large 
musical), Maxine Elliott (used last 
season by the Experimental thea- 
tre), Playhouse (dark), Hudson 
(dark), International (dark), Mans- 
field (dark), Golden (lately a film 
house, now dark, probably avail- 
able for legit), Winter Garden 
(now a film house, but reverts to 
the Shuberts in October). 

Snarl out of town is particularly 
bad in the eastern cities such as 
Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and New Haven, which normally 
get most of the tryouts. Indication 
of how extreme the situation will 
be is shown by the fact that 
Garson Kanin and Ruth Gordon 














”? , ‘ 
1, 2 AND 3 ROOM the tale of an early-century family | North Ho , Cal.; $1.90 top — He's due back Monday “Leniten Lake,” ime China Be 
APARTMENTS | eR ey Fesaaysventa eal Mohenees fers. -----Clagence Straight Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne | its break-in. i 
BEAUTIFULLY |mother, dreads the day when her Major Geoftrey Cloud... “Gordon Miller | ng d engin a — vey Raton 
FURNISHED aod: fallow his’ Shther, teotstene | esses so vccesca == ready, Sewart They'll tour next spring in "Speak SAMUEL FRENCH 
and follow his father’s f eps arajah of Lumpur..... | | 
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| Literati 








Ray Josephs’ Good Willer 


| crowd as they leave track. It has, book form his “Life’s Little 

Author’s careful downjotting of chart of the first three races, next | Dramas” (Duell; $2.50), anthology 
names in an address file has paid, day’s entries at major tracks, plus | Of anecdota told him by over 170 
off good dividends to Random latest news. It’s the first year the | famous personalities. Each is illus- 
House in promotion for forthcom- | publishers have tried this. Plans| trated with a portrait sketch by 
ing “Latin America: Continent in| were made some time before, but Hodges and footnoted by the sub- 
Crisis,’ by Ray Josephs. Writer; were delayed because of lack of ject’s own autograph. He did these 


who recently completed a year’s paper. 


0.0. of the tamale and rhumba belt, | 
used system of typewriter inter- | 
views on tour for Washington Post, 


Christian Science Monitor, Variety | Bill Ornstein is currently round-/ role in the first ape man picture 





Ornstein’s ‘Heritage’ 
Metro homeoffice publicity staffer 


and others. He lugged portable! ing up a group of his recently-pub- 


into Presidential,~ Cabinet and 
Embassy offices, pumping subjects | 
for data and typing the replies, 
then dictating his material on-the- 
spot and having a carbon shipped 
back for correction. With this he 
kept an extensive file of every per- | 
son given the q. and a. including 
man-in-the-street interviews, etc. 


When book was readied, a mail 
piece telling ail those quizzed they | 
were in book and including four 
colored maps showing where the 
interview took place. Response has | 
been a flock of orders. 





Louis Sobol’s New Contract 

Louis Sobol is back in N. Y.)| 
from an extended stay in Hollywood | 
whence he did his Hearst columns, 
following a leisurely motor trip to 
the Coast. Upon his return the 
columnist signed a new two-year 
contract with the N. Y. Journal- 
American, as well as a separate 
one with King Features for whose 
Home Magazine he does a regular 
feature. 

Sobol adds, “I suppose this ends 
whatever ideas'I may have enter- 
tained—which I never have—of 
one out to work in Hollywood. | 

hen I saw the frantic and har-| 
rassed looks on those faces out) 
there, it looked good to just stay) 





lished short stories for incorpora- 
tion in an anthology to be titled 
“This Is My Heritage.” Plan will 
not materialize until late next year 
when about 15 of his yarns will be 
available. 

Ornstein turned down requests 
last year from both Houghton-Mif- 
flin and Thomas Y. Crowell pub- 


|was publisher of the Chicago Her- 
jald-Examiner, a position he held 
‘until the merger with Evening 
| American, after which he became 
| vice president of the H-A. 


Bart Hodges has collated into 


originally for the N. Y. Post. 

| Tllustrated Newsfeature on the 
/actors who have portrayed Tarzan 
since Elmo Lincoln created the 





in 1918, will be distributed by the | 
Associated Press. Feature is in| 
connection with the latest Sol | 
Lesser film, “Tarzan’s Magic Foun- | 
tain,” in which Lex Barker makes 
his debut as the tree-swinger. 
Lester Bernstein, of the N. Y. 
Times drama department, switches 
next week to the Time mag staff, | 
'to work on “the back of the book,” 


‘for lengthy writing. He hopes to! will be selected by Brooks Atkin- 


lishers to try his hand at a novel | as the entertainment field is call¢d 
on the plea that he’s not yet ready on the publication. His successor 


pick up their invitation instead for | son, drama critic and head of the 


the anthology. 





Lasky, Jr.’s, Second Novel 
Screenwriter Jesse L. Lasky, Jr., 
has completed his second novel for 
Prentice-Hall. Tentatively titled 
“September Song,” it’s expected to 
hit the bookstands next spring. 


| Lasky’s first novel was “Spend- 


thrift.” 

Son of the film producer, Lasky 
is currently under contract as a 
scripter to Cecil B. DeMille, for 
whom he’s currently working on 
the forthcoming “Samson and De- 


| lilah” film. 





CHATTER 
Baef Blau sold an original to 
20t* for $10,000, his second this 
year. 
H. L. Mencken doing a piece on 


back here (in N. Y.) and not have | yid 1 : 
to worry about British taxes and Yorker. anguage for the New 


boxoffice slumps.” 


Ray Sprigle Series Into Book 
Series of articles by Ray Sprigle, 





Milt Luban back at his novel 
after three weeks of surgery for 
the removal of a spinal disk. 

Gene. Fowler delayed again on 


star reporter of Pittsburgh Post-|the Jimmy Walker biog by ticker- 
Gazette, on his experiences in trouble and bedded for 10 days. 
Georgia while disguised as a Negro,| Burl Ives’ autobiography, “Way- 
will be published in book form | faring Stranger,” will be published 
some time this fall by Simon &/|in November by Whittlesey House. 
Schuster. Deal was closed last} Norman Katkov, N. Y. World- 
week only a few days after daily Telegram feature writer, resigned 
publication began. Post-Gazette \last week to do freelance mag 
and its sister sheet, Toledo Blade, | work. 

are using them under the title of; Charles Bonner’s new novel, 


|Times amusement section, when 
| Lewis Funke, drama editor, returns 
}from vacation. Bernstein is vaca- 
| tioning, having left the Times last 
| Friday (13). 


| 


| New D.C. Bid 


| — Continued from page 43 jam 
jhand at a new offer in the next 


| day or so. ; 

Elliott Hoffman, president of the 
| Alexandria Amus. Corp., said his 
board would meet Aug. 28 to con- 
sider three offers to convert his 
Virginia theatre, at present a film 
house, to a legit theatre. Hoffman 
said he thought Equity might not 
object to playing in Virginia since 
segregation there is required by 
law rather than being merely a 
decision of the theatre’s manage- 
ment. 

George Washington university 
ruled out a suggestion made edi- 
torially by the Washington Post 
that the university’s Lisner audi- 
torium be made available for stage 


plays. 


Alexandria Plan Deflated — 
Possible use of the Virginia thea- 
tre, Alexandria, Va. as a _ legit 
house to get around the Actors 
Equity ban on racial segregation 
in Washington is minimized in 

















“I Was a Negro in the South for | “The Last Romantic,” wil! be pub- 


30 Days,” but N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
which is syndicating them to about 
20 other newspapers, has “In the 
so of Jim Crow” for a caption. 


lished by Coward-McCann in Feb- 
ruary. 

Olga Melchione, associated with 
Laura Wilk literary agency in 


hat title S & S will use hasn't L. A., in N. Y. scouting for pix ma- 


been decided yet. 

Sprigle, onetime city editor of 
Post-Gazette before leaving morn- 
ing journal to take a county polit- 
ical appointment, later returning 
to staff as a general assignment 
newshawk, won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1938 for his expose of Supreme 
Court Justice Hugo Black’s mem- 
bership in Ku Klux Klan. 


4 Hazy ‘Interchange’ 

The Interchange of Plays be- 
tween London and New York, 1910- 
1939” (King’s Crown Press; $2.50), 
published today (Wed.), is an in- 
conclusive study of Alice Katha- 
rine Boyd of the factors involved 
in the success or failure of the 
500-odd shows done in both the 
West End and on Broadway over 
the 30-year span. The 126-page 
book, paper-bound and printed in 
offset, refutes the various popular 
theories about the supposedly dif- 
ferent tastes of English and Ameri- 
can playgoers. But the nearest it 
comes to explaining the flop of 
Broadway hits in London, and 
vice-versa, is the assertion that 
various intangibles and imponder- 
ables make any theatrical produc- 
tion an unpredictable gamble. Be- 
cause it casts doubt on some fa- 
miliar shibboleths, the book should 
be of interest to the trade, both 
here and in London. Hobe. 


Harrison’s New Stint 
Dale Harrison, Chi columnist 








‘whose “All About the Town” was 


discontinued early this year when 
the Ch o Sun and Times 
merged, write and edit “Bally- 
Who,” a weekly newsletter is- 
sued by the Mfg. Co. to the 
coin machine trade. First issue will 
come off the press Sept. 4. 

Harrison's Bey Tribune col- 
umn, sponso: advertisers, was 
dropped last month. 





New A. C. Racing Editions 
Atlantic City, N. J., Press-Union 
is putting out two new racing edi- 
po for track followers with open- 
8 of the track here ijast Mon- 


(9). Early morning Press, 
printed to catch inflowing crowd, Sued 


| terial. 

Jack Haley’s daughter, Gloria, 
writing a daily Hollywood column 
for the Valley Times, San Fer- 
nando newspaper. 

Max Wylie, back from the sum- 
mer writers’ conference at Boul- 
der, is putting touches on 
a novel for Rinehart. 

Doubleday publishing New 
Yorker staffwrter Daniel s 
short stories for his first book, 
“Early Tales of the Atomic Age.” 

Mrs. J. P. McEvoy, photographer 
for Town & Country mag and wife 
of the Reader’s Digest editor, 
sailed for Paris yesterday (Tues.) 
'on the De Grasse. 

Father Edward F. Murphy, au- 
thor of “The Scarlet Lily,” which 
is on the Selznick list, in Holly- 
wood from New Orleans about his 
“Mme. Lavalliere.” 

H. Allen Smith, due in home- 
town Huntingdon, Ind., during Cen- 
tennial Week, Aug. 23-28. Smith 
started his newspaper career on 
the Huntington (Ind) Press. 

Sam Ce has written a 
novel, “The Busy, Busy People,” 
which Houghton Mifflin will pub- 
lish in October. His and lla 
(Mrs.) Spewack’s new play, “Per- 
fect Pitch,” is slated for Broadway 
production this fall. 

Victor Rueda, Hollywood corres- 
pondent for Neuva York Al Dia 
and El Nacional in South America, 
is heading back to Venezuela for a 
two-month vacation during which 
he’ll publish his book “Este Es 
Hollywood” (“This is Hollywood’’). 

Fleur Cowles, associate editor 


ment of Look M. e, announces 
transfer of Kay C. “Casey” Jones 
from Hollywood office to the N. Y. 
office as asst. fashion ed. 

Jones will continue to handle west 
coast fashions and Women’s Dept. 
news. 


Dial Press lined up unusual ad 
campaign on Niven Busch’s new 
novel, “The Furies,” due Sept. 14 
with a first run of more than 100.- 
000 copies. Tome is novelist’s first 
writing job since he completed his 
independent production, “Pur- 

= ng Teresa Wright 





first page to latest racing #24 Robert Mitchum. 


information including scratches, | 


Selections and new race story. 


Harry Koehler, senior executive 
Officer of the Chicago Herald- 


Evening Union edition follows American is‘retiring. He joined 


home tion and is sold to the 


the Hearst organization in 1 and 


and head of the Women’s Depart- | 


Broadway circles. Such a move is 
regarded as an obvious evasion of 
the spirit of the Equity-League of 
N. Y. Theatres agreement. 

Equity officials refuse to say 
‘what the union’s stand on the 
question will be, as the decision 
will be up to the council, if and 
when the matter actually comes to 
a head. However, several members 
of the council indicated privately 
that they will put up a battle to 
have the council outlaw the pro- 
posed setup. On the basis of re- 
ports from Washington, they claim 
the Alexandria plan is based on a 
mere technicality and that‘it would 
violate the intent of the Equity- 
League contract. 

A number of Broadway authors 
and producers stated that, even if 
Equity should decide that the Alex- 
andria house were not an actual 
violation of the Washington ban, 
they would not permit their shows 
to play the house. Among those 
who expressed this intention were 
Arthur Schwartz, Kermit Bloom- 
garden, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
Russel Crouse, Moss Hart and Har- 
old Rome. 

Both Hammerstein and Hart said 
that, if the proposed deal to con- 
vert the Alexandria house to legit 
should go through, they would 
favor circulating a new petition 
among name dramatists, pledging 
signers not to sign contracts allow- 
ing their shows to be booked into 
that theatre. Both said they would 
sign such a pledge and would ask 
others to do so. They and other 
signers of the previous statement 
said they believed all the original 
signers would join in such a move 





again. 

The original pledge, which re- 
lated to the National theatre, Wash- 
| ington, was signed by George Ab- 
/bott, Maxwell Anderson, Philip | 
Barry, S. N. Behrman, Irving Ber- | 
lin, Edward Childs Carpenter, Ed- | 
ward Chodorov, Jerome Chodorov, 





Mare Connelly, Crouse, Owen 
Davis, Arnaud d’Usseau, Dorothy 
Fields, Herbert Fields, Ruth Gor-| 
don, Morton Gould, James Gow, 
| Paul Green, Hart, Ben Hecht, Lil- | 
‘lian Hellman, Garson Kanin, How- 
ard Lindsay, Anita Loos, Charles 
MacArthur, Elliott Nugent, John 
O’Hara, John Patrick, Elmer Rice, 
Richard Rodgers, Robert E. Sher- | 
wood, Donald Ogden Stewart, John | 
_van Druten, Kurt Weill, Thornton | 
| Wilder and Tennessee Williams. 
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By Frank Scully 


Success, Calif., Aug. 14. 

Leonard L. Levinson, VARIETY mugg emeritus, now prez of Im- 
possible Pictures, drove up the other day to Scully’s Bedside Manor 
in a Model A Ford that was worth $25 if it was worth a buck. 

“Where’s your new Cad?” I asked. 

“Hop in,” he ordered. It was an order to be taken literally, on ac- 
count the door woyldn’t open. 

“In hock, eh?” 

“Ruth has it,” he said. 

Ruth is Mrs. L. L. Levinson, now secretary or treasurer or some- 
thing of Impossible Pix. Through her lord and master’s years as a 
writer on “Fibber and Molly,” “The Great Gildersleeve,” Jack-Carson 
and Stu Erwin programs she stood like an older Ruth amid all this 


‘alien corn—beautiful, cool, quiet as a goddess in marbie. Two piano 


crates would nave afforded more office space than the prez of Im- 
possible Pix throws away on his staff. q : 
Staff? He uses Doris Sharpe’s Radio Register’s telephone service 


itwo buildings away. He calls a secretary in from some other guy’s 


office. A kid with a motor attaehed to a regular boy’s bike parks in 
the square below to run Impossible’ messages. The prez himself has 
to lean out the window to sharpen pencils. 

Before I could view his first fantasy, however, I found myself 
eavesdropping on a series of transcontinental telephone conversations, 
First, it seems that in the contracts between Republic as the re- 
leasing company and Impossible as the producing company of “Jerky 
Journeys,” somebody habitually misspelled David’ Flexer’s name, 


Flexer is Levinson’s partner. Though now identified with Memphis" 


Flexer originally, came, like Levinson, from Pittsburgh:~fle owns 
drive-ins in 25 cities, which reduces his civic pride to even finer 
fragmentation. But he need not subject Levinson to any further 
loyalty tests. I will testify his partner will fight to the last “whereas” 
to see that the name Flexer is spelled correctly. 

Next in the list of tremendous trifles was a four-way traffic jam 
involving permission to use the name of a radio program in an Im- 
possible picture. If I hadn't overheard the conversation I wouldn’t 
have believed that so many big shots could make so much ado about 
practically nothing. 

Finally L. L. L. cut the Gordian knots by calling in a secretary to 
sit on my lap (there was no room for her otherwise) while he dictated 
a letter for his messenger boy to take to the Compton Agency and 
get signed before their vice-president in charge of commas left that 
afternoon for a month’s vacation. The letter, in six copies, which 
Levinson addressed to himself ran: 

Impossible Pictures, 

1585 Crossroads of the World, 

Hollywood, Calif. m 

Gentlemer: 

We herewith grant permission to mention the radio program 
“Truth or Consequences” in your Trucolor cartoon, now entitled 
“Bungle in the Jungle,” in the following manner: 

As the scene opens, camera is on group of people aboard a 
steamer and the narrator says: ; 

“This is our party. Six people who missed a question on “Truth 
or Consequences’ and had to come to Africa as a penalty.” 

Permission to mention program “Truth or Consequences” as 
outlined is hereby granted to you, your assigns, etc., forever. 

Very truly, 
FLOYD HOLM 

In “Romantic Rumbola” Levinson came on a town called “Nisatra.” 
He found it was Sinatra spelled sideways. But he couldn't say so 
over a soundtrack without obtaining the permission of the agency 
holding Sinatra in tow. He found further that “Nisatra” was on “Tur- 
han Bay.” More lawyers and more releases. . 

To prevent this sort of thing going on forever L. L. L. took out a 
paid ad in “The Radio Writer” and informed his old confreres: 

“You think I formed Impossible Pictures for profits. You're wrong. 
1 did it to provide my fellow-writers with the name of a corporation 
you can use in radio scripts without clearing it through network cen- 
sors. This gives you full permission to do so as long as radio lasts.” 

He found that he could not do business without irfvoice numbers. 
Okay, so everything around Impossible has the same invoice number. 
It’s called the “invoice of experience.” 

His desk finally cleared of all these legal puce, L. L. L. began ex- 
plaining to me what he was trying to do besides becoming a million- 
aire. Having lived through the royal two-reel reigns of John Bunny, 
Charlie Chaplin, Harry Langdon, Laurel and Hardy, Ed Kennedy, 
Charlie Chase and others not sufficiently humorous to mention, Levin- 
son saw shorts squeezed down and finally out by double-features. 

Coming-upward from the cartoon field he saw the Disney shorts ex- 
pand into full-length features. 

Neither the fall of one nor the rise_of the other quite satisfied our 
old V. M. E. Currently cartoons limit their activities to animals and 
a chase. That, in L. L. L.’s opinion, is the comic cartoon of today, 
whether in cight minutes or 80. 

He decided about a year ago that he had to do something about it. 
What he warted to do was to cut awfully fast to the chase, knock out 
comic cartoons in one month instead of nine, reduce the cost to one- 
seventh of the present nut, and glorify people instead of rodents. “Let's 
be loyal to our own kind!” he cried. 

He would cut the gizzards out of costs by substituting camera action 
for animators. 

“For all their in-between cartoons,” he explained, “no animator has 
been able to imitate a man walking. We're not even trying.” 

Thus a comedy that currently takes 15,000 drawings would be told 
by Levinson in 350 pictures. He was told that what he wanted to do 
was impossible. He heard it so often he accepted it as a compliment. 

Well, his first one, “Romantic Rumbolia” released this month, should 
give the picture biz its first homeopathic hypo of the year. It be- 
longs in a group of “little known journeys to lesser known places by 
completely unkown people.” Painted by Paul Julian, directed by 
John Hubley, narrated by Frank Nelson, written and produced by 
Leonard Louis Levinson, it was sneaked in New York, Chicago, and 
L. A. houses this spring. All felt as if they were studying a delight- 
ful sort of geography under a younger Chaplin. 

“Rumbolia” in the cans, Levinson is now working on “Bungle in the 
Jungle,” to be followed before the end of the year by “The Three 
Minnies, Sota, Tonka and Haha,” and, finally, “Beyond Civilization to 
Texas.” These are all in production. My pet among them is the 
“Three Minnies,” a tale of three Indian maidens, their mother and an 
Indian brave. I predict that this one will live on for years in story 
books, for it has humor, pathos, romance, and a switch that mothers 
will love to use across the libidos of their up-and-going daughter. 

If I ever become vice-president of an ad agency and get a month 
off I’m going after that Indian squaw’s amazing case-history for Prof. 
Kinsey’s “Sex Behavior in the Human Female.” I feel certain I can 
get the proper credentials from L. L. L. because in Volume One of the 
scrapbooks of Impossible Pictures he proudly points to the fact that 
the first mention of his company was in Scully’s Scrapbook on July 4, 
1947. 

Behind me will be along line of sapient second-guessers, among them 
being Fred Allen who wrote Levinson: 

“Glad to know you're president of Impossible Pictures. 59 
many pictures I have seen recently have been so impossible 
know you must be producing practically all the product coming 
out of Hollywood at this time.” 
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Broadway 
Wife of vocal coach Eddie Miller 
ailing at Memorial hospital, r= 


Phil Reisman, RKO veepee, 
Saratogaing for a week’ with 
Joseph P. Kennedy. 


Joseph Winters, theatrical CPA, 


to Yellowstone Park and the Yose- Pat Harrington, Theresa Breuer, her film work here before the war. | 
Joy Russell-Smith, producer of | 


mite for his holiday. 
Comie Red Buttons pondering 


change of professional n _McCollum, 
2 ~ ge Aense | others. Walter Vincent, prez of the broadcast Aug. 8, having retired on | 


looks better in the billing. 


The Howard Reinheimers (he’s 
the theatrical attorney) at their 
Sun Valley home for three weeks. 


Twentieth-Fox sales chief Andy 
Ww. Smith, Jr., to Nantucket last 
Friday (13) for a two-week vaca- 
tion. 

The Hampshire House convert- | 
ing many of its apartments for per- 


manent occupancy into “coopera- | 
tives.” 


_The Willie Shore-Cross & Dunn | 
night at the Latin Quarter Sunday | 
(15) heavily attended by the 
Friars. | 


Peter Donald, signed by Jack | 


Horn (Dale Productions) for six | 
three-minute — shorts, “Laugh-of- | 
the-Day.”’ 


| 


Bob Edge, who telecasts Dodgers | 


~games.confers with Jack Dempsey | 


re video Showwhich Edge plans | 
producing. ate 
Jane Pickens to make her sym- 


| Col. Knight had been hospitalized | 

| several months. due to war Injuries. London 

| §. Jay Kaufman will stage his Lester Ferguson out of “Caris- 
|seventh semi-annual show for the sima” at the Palace for tonsilecto- 
guests of the Actors Fund Home,!my Bruce Trent replacing. 


he at eer pRB a Dolly Haas coming to England to 


program’ will be John Alexander, appear in the forthcoming musical, | ields. 


‘of “Born Yesterday;” Guy Kibbee, | “Lute Song.” She was popular for 
| Alex Rotov, Don de Leo, Robert | 
'Toms, Florence Aquino, Barry popular 


| “Varsity | 
Eddie Weber and Bandbox.” 


farewell | 


radio feature, 
made her 
Fund, will chairman the affair. | doctor’s orders. 
| Dover’s only vaude house, the | 
| Royal Hippodrome, badly blitzed 
in the war and famed as an enter- | 
tainment hall for troops during the 
last two wars, closed down Aug. 12 
and is to be demolished. 

Binnie Hale in University Col- 
lege Hospital, London, recuperat- ; 


Las Vegas 


Norma Ballard, keyboarding the 
cocktail hour in Gay Nineties 
Room. 

El Rancho’s new show: song- 
e sc > ° Z ; , ri ~ “: ft: . . i 
ee eee! ‘eet Bob Mil-| ing from ogee a Pre 
orn a ee a conti ion|roles in the revue, “Four, Five, | 
oc ee Six,” at the Duke of York’s, are | 

: : : being played by Maude Long. 
opie Elttle Theatre of Las Vegas “theatrical colony threw a fare 


|“Life with Father,”starring Archie | Well party to Sophie Tucker at Al- | 


former Paramount | bany Club Aug. 12, with clusters of | 
standby. |stars doing her honor. Soph has | 

Rudy Kahr, formerly of the Troe, | collected over $20,000 for her pet | 
Ciro’s. and the Mocambo, now | Charities since her advent here in | 
maitre d’ at Golden Nugget Res-| May. | 
taurant. He brought long-time as-| David Niven and his family on.) 
sistant Henry Van Dyke with him. vacation here before star goes to 


Oct 2-3 will see speedboats from | France for exterior shots in his | 


Twitchell, 


|crowds at the Traymore Submarine 


| Cushing, an apprentice at Stock- 
'bridge Playhouse this summer. 
Broadwayites seeing “Seven Keys 
‘to Baldpate” this week: Tallulah 
‘Bankhead, Maurice Evans, Made- 
‘line Cameron, Claiborne Foster, 
| John Dall, Elmer Rice, Herbert 
Dorothy Fields, Joshua 
|'Logan, Nedda Harrigan, Nicholas 
Schenck. 


Atlantic City 


Jackie Miles into the 500 Cafe. 

Barton Bros. (Joe and Paul) back 
at Cliquot Club. 

Buddy Greco Trio at the Penn- 
Atlantic Hotel’s Riptide Room. 

Mary Osborne Trio at Hialeah 
Club with Jose Pillado orchestra. 

Frances Faye into the Bath and 
Turf on Friday, replacing Mindy 
Carson. 

Jose Melis 


orchestra drawing 


Lounge. 


Gertrude Berg and Philip Loeb|} 


co-starring in “Me and Molly” at 
Auditorium theatre. 

Georgie Price headlining Steel 
Pier bill, with Tommy Dorsey’s 


i 


Hollywood 


| Janis Carter back from Europe. 
Bob Sill underwent minor sur- 
| gery. 
Hedy Lamarr reiaxing at Lake 
Tahoe. 
| Kenneth MacKennas celebrated 
| their 10 anni. 


Errol Flynn back after a three 
, month schooner trip. 


Jan Peerce boarded the Lurline 
dor Honolulu and a series of con- 
; certs. - 
| Jimmy Stewart left for Akron 
to do the honors at the Soap Box 
| Derby. 

' Irving Cooper, former Chi exhib, 
‘now a dialog director at Para- 
mount. 

Zachary Scott headed south to 
jsee how they’re biting off La Paz, 
| Mexico. 

George Howard and Jack Walk- 
\lin prepping a new legit revue, 
“Music Sends Me.” 

Ronnie Ames handling publicity 
for Earl Carroll nitery under di- 
rection of Harry Long. 

Frank McFadden, veteran of 12 
years in the UI flackery, named as- 
sistant, to John Josephs. 





band in the Ballroom. 

Paul Henreid and Audrey Long 
to make personals at Hollywood 
theatre with preem of “Hollow| 
Triumph,” Friday (20). 

Mills Bros. closing Thursday | 


Jackie Green and Carl Aultman 
reopening the old Blackhawk Cafe 
as Jackie Green’s Club. 

Una Mortished, Barry Fitzger- 
ald’s niece, went back to Dublin 
to resume her career with the Ab- 





eh te ites 


phonic debut Aug. 27, as soloist | ompeting in the Lake Mead re-| Pimpernel.” Local scenes have al- | at Orsatti’ oe 
with the Fairfield (Conn.) Sym-| gatta on the desert sea close to, ready started at Marlborough; then facet ag Ba oye eo og aes | 
phony Orchestra. |Las Vegas, in America’s newest | the unit crosses the channel to es- | : i 


bey Players. 
Rube Wolf due back from Europe 
Louis Prima fol-| With his son Wally Wolf, member 
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’ Broadwayite is homeless as result. 


Sam Dembow, Jr., understood | 
likely to be named sales rep for | 
Jaek Benny’s Amusement Enter- 
prises, Inc., currently producing | 

Edwin R. (Ned) Armstrong back | 
on legit publicity beat after a sea- 
son on special assignment for Citi- 
zens Committee on Displaced Per- 
sons. 

Eddie and ida Cantor detoured 
into Paris from the Scandinavian 


countries after all. They get in|Room. Also, Josephine Premice, | be ° problems don’t sell. bath ral : 3 
today (Wed.) from two months| Anna Held-Haiti style; Coleman | Philadel hia aorta ‘ , athtub fall while strawhatting at : 
abroad. Clark returns with table tennis ex- P Odeon, firstrun house, is now on} La Jolla and had to cancel out of d 


Ken Englund commuting from 
NY to New Hampshire where Og- 
den Nash and Vernon Duke are 
working on their forthcoming | 
musical. 

Mrs.’ Micheline Cheirei Lowe 
Loder, French film actress and 
former wife of John Loder, sailed 
for Paris yesterday (Tues.) on the 
De Grasse. 

Margo Whiteman, Paul’s 17-year- 
old daughter, making her profes- 
sional stage debut next week ‘at 
Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa., in “The Gilded Cage.” 

Toots Shor folded his eatery for 
three weeks, until early Septem- 
ber, pending the preem of his new 
$400,000 addition, and many a 


Paul Laufer handling publicity 
for United Artists in connection 
with Dick Powell’s personal at 
Broadway Capitol, with “Pitfall,” 
in which he’s starred, as the film. 

Bullish display of Coca-Colas at 
ringside, for Morton Downey’s 
debut at the Copa, explained by 
the large Coke management con- 
tingent which turned out for their 
favorite thrush. 

The femme office help at the 
William Morris agency have had 
their collective morale lifted con- 
siderably since Sol Leon, of the 
radio dept., announced his engage- 
ment to his secretary, Lee Edwards. 

Many midtown apartment houses 
will be self-service-elevatored. Con- 
versions now going on to eliminate | 
the manual operators. With ren- | 
tals frozen and mounting labor 
costs, the self-piloted lifts are the | 
landlords’ out for economies. 
‘Welcome-home cocktailery to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at the Latin’ 
Quarter for Sophie Tucker who 
arrives the same morning on the) 
Queen Elizabeth. She’s been in. 
Europe since spring, her first en-| 
gagements there in 12 years. 

Harry Kurnitz, WB producer, in , 
from Hoilywood for 10 days before | 
heading for London. “My trip is 
strictly educational,’ the WB pro- 
ducer writes, “just to the museums | 
and libraries; of course if I get’ 
into a museum while they are 
having a party I’m not gonna fight 
the fates.” 

Ted (WHN) Husing clippered in | 
from London and the Olympics last | 
Wednesday (11)’and went directly | 
from LaGuardia Airport to his | 
10 a.m. disk jockey stint as if noth- | 
ing happened. In his absence 
abroad, guest-jocks like Ed Sulli- 
van, Russ Morgan, Jo Stafford, 
et al., pinch-hit. | 

Carl Erbe, partnered with the, 
News’ Dave Charnay in Allied Syn- 
dicates, Inc., public relations firm 
for big industries, staged a “Cities | 














Rights” Convention at 21 on Mon- |newspap>r people in Old Log straw- | vacash. 
ood a hatter woduction of “The Front 


day (16) to secure for Hollyw 
Sostmark of its own. The film 
urse, is still a sector only 


ce Merge eae sa 
Ss, ore er 
' NBC as roger to prexy Niles 


ge and back with the steam- 


line in charge of publicity. 
\ 


col- | Page,” at one time played leads in )place at New Canaan. 


ony, of co 
within the city of Los Angeles. =| present state 


_Col. Ed Knight, longtime aide pan on gaming devices has cut |Jarmel). 





Walter Reed 900 to $48,600 covering 213 ma-|house week of Aug. 30. 
‘chines in state, 167 of them in 
| Minneapolis, for 1947-48. 


playground. tablish a main base at Tours. 

At the Flamingo: Archie Mayo| London and District Cinemas, | 
and his missus; Mrs. Harry Brand, | Ltd., small circuit owning six pic- 
(the 20th-Cen’s publicity chief) and | ture theatres, and allied to Sidney 
their two children; Nancy Valen- | Bernstein’s Granada group, made a 
tine, the model now beginning a profit for the year ended Jan. 31 
film career; Fred Kohlmar, pro-  jast of $17,352. Company is paying 
ducer. a dividend of 5% on $160,000 ordi- 

At Hotel Last Frontier: Aug. 13 nary stock at a cost of $4,400, 
opener for Wiere Bros., in Ramona | 


By Jerry Gaghan 


hibition, Kathryn Duffy Dancers, Motion Picture Associates now | 


and Dick Mulliner (held over). ; : ‘ 
At the Rancho:: Ray Milland, hip prea se -grectiiendliwe ser nacane 
back from fishing on Lake Mead,| Morris Felt, is said to be slated 
exchanging tall tales with Nimrod | fo; post on Pennsylvania Board of 
friends. Watching the show: :Eddie | Censors 
Garr, the Eddie Mosses, Monte|~ qa] Warner, manager of the 
Hale, young cowpoke from Texas, | Renson theatre, is in hospital with 
who is ridin’ the range for Holly- | pack ailment. 
Westerns now. | Ed Sullivan, N. Y. Daily News | 
Harry Pilcer, old-time partner | Columnist, acted as a judge in the 
of the late Gaby Delys, a house | ‘Miss Greater Philadelphia’ con- 
guest of the Carville Jameses | test. 
(Norma Talmadke). Pilcer is ad- Lewen Pizor, local head UMPTO, 
visor on pic skedded to cover enlisting exhibitor cooperation in 
fabulous career of Gaby. His hos-| “Youth Week”. Scheduled for 
tess, Norma, new part-owner of | next month. 
Del Mar racetrack. Maxie Kendrick, songplugger 
Club Bingo’s new show features | for Harms Music, will petition 
Paula Drake, direct from Bar of|Common Pleas Court here to 
Music, Hollywood Buddy Worth legalize tag. Right handle is Med- 











orch here, with Carole (Bob| nick. 

eo ragged sister) carrying the Nee ork, 

vocals. ining at this gourmet . 

cnet: nip joomla = sony Mar- Chicago 

in (still newlyweds) Joan Haymes,| ‘Theatre Owners of America’s an- 
rh lcm Cornel Wilde and nual convention here Sept. 24-25. 

; : Ann Marsters, Chi Herald-Ameri- 
cat or teeta tel Fae et ag ope can film critic, off on Paris holiday. 
(“Abner” of Lumn’ Abner network Dave Rose, hile rc? — by. 
show), hosted by spa’s vice-prexy Railroad Fair while visiting amily. 
and his wife, Bill and Pat Moore.|,, Marie McDonald joins Danny 
Guests included Goff’s partner, | Thomas for his stint at the Chicago 
Chet Lauck, and his wife Harriet, theatre Sept. 3. a 2 
in from their nearby Bar-Nothing| Leo Salkin, William Morris 
Ranch, under the scarlet cliffs of agent, celebrates 40th anni in show 
Red Rock Canyon. | biz along with 55th birthday. 

Jack Kirsch, head of Allied The- 
Mi atres, urging theatres to amg up | 
National Youth Month, set for Sep- 

inneapolis tember. 
By Les Rees Buff Cobb, recently with Tallu- | 
Anne Bollinger of Metopera here lah Bankhead in “Private ore | 
for concert. guesting on NBC's “Curtain Time” 
Tex Beneke into Prom Ballroom Aug. 28. 
for one-nighter. Lois June Nettleton goes to ba 
: lantie City as ‘““Miss Chicago,” after 
sinthe “tee Oc heatre pre- ' snagging title at Oriental theatre 





1 i _ | last week. : 
be “A Wotny Oiled | Chris G. Janus, Chicago exporter 
Minnesota State Fair this year to 24 Owner of Hitler’s Mercedes: 
have four days of auto racing. |Benz auto, planning to exhibit 
Roller Derby, at Auditorium for buggy at Illinois State Fair. 
i : | Marshall Grant, producer of 
month, drawing capacity houses. _—,, a . : 
St. Paul Civic Opera Co. to offer Moonrise,” in Chicago conferring 
“The Telephone” on double bill | With backers of Marshall Grant 
with “Pagliacci,” ~~ | Productions. Firm’s second movie 
Sally Rand and her fan dancers slated to be “The Story of Damon 


set for Minnesota State Fair’s mid- | R¥"yon.” 


way Aug. 28-Sept. 6. Wats. tak 
Westport, Conn. 


More than $75,000 of food give- 
By Humphrey Doulens 


aways promised at National Food 
Show at Auditorium Sept. 11-18. 

WTCN-FM installing its tele-| Paul Draper holidaying at Ridge- 
vision pole preparatory to compet- | field. : 
ing with KSTP television in opera- Leo Miller and family are in 
tion the past six months. Cuba. 

Virginia Safford, one of local, Margharita Tirindelli here for 


Cheryl Crawford has bought a 


stock here, Chloe Elmo, Metopera contralto, 


administration’s | visiting the Dario Sorias (Dorle 


down federal slot machine tax re-| Theatre Guild entry, “The Silver 
ceipts from 1946-47 high of $858,- | Whistle,” closing Country Play- 








Antonia Cushing, daughter of | 
Edward Cushing and Mary Watkins 


opening Friday. 
lows on Aug. 27. 


Lisbon 


First air-conditioned system in- 
stalled in Lisbon is now in the 
Politeama. 

“Crossfire” : 
Portugal, where racial or religion 


(RKO) a flop in 


reissue fare at reduced prices, 
owing to lack of material. 

Trio Carioca, Brazilian singers 
from Walt Disney’s “Saludos 
Amigos,” on stage-show at Poli- 
teama. 


Lisboa Films took lease for eight 
years on three film theatres in 
Porto, one of them the recently 
opened, ultra-modern’ Batalha. 


Coliseu, 3,000-seater, now being 
redecorated, will open in Septem- | 
ber and continue up to March with 
circuses, followed by Italian opera 
and then film shows. 

Trindade and Ginasio, firstrun 
houses, reverted to strawhat policy 
for four months, in accordance 
with their licenses, to support 
Portuguese comedians. 

Avenida, legit house, still con- 
tinues with the Brazilian Company, 
“Eva and Her Artists,’”’ Eva Todor 
in the leading roles. Her husband, 
Luis Inglezias, writes the plays. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen | 

Gracie Barrie, int® Mounds Club 
for fortnight. 

Pittsburgh interests dickering 
for Golden Dragon Cafe, owned by 
Tong Y. Chin. 

Loew’s chain shifted State and 
Stillman sked from Thursday to) 
Friday openings. | 

Reported that Bandmaster Sam-. 
my Kaye is considering Don James, 
local crooner still under contract 
to Sammy Watkins. 

Don Yarnell, ex-actor, resigned 
from WHK publicity staff which is 
being merged with promotion de- | 
partment headed by Paul Bairstow, | 
with Bill Sprague as assistant. 

Bandleader Hy Baron had to call 
off honeymoon trip with bride 
when Shondir Birns decided to’ 
use his unit as well as Joe Di-' 
Lalla’s Tune-Toppers at Alhambra _ 
Club. 

Stuart Lancaster, new technical 
director of Lakewood repertory 
company, opening 18th season 
Sept. 15 with “I Remember Mama.” | 
Replaces Fred Keiffer, who re-| 
signed. 











New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 

Savin Rock park having a so-so 
season. 

Local interests mulling outdoor 
musicals for next season. 

Harry Feldman readying Shubert 
for seasonal opening Aug. 26. 

Conductor Harry Berman vaca- 
tioming from Yale Bow! concert 
series. 

Poli manager Morris Rosenthal 
back on the job after a month’s 
holiday. 

Burt Shevelove, directing preem 
of “Small Wonder” here, back to 
— of former Yale drama activ- 

Ss. 

Albert Kay and Edward Dudley 
pulmotored their Clinton Playhouse 
concert-ballet series after threaten- 
ed shutdown. 





of the winning USA _ 800-meter 
relay swim team. 

Jean Dalrymple here to huddle 
with Dan Taradash on American 
adaptation of Jean-Paul Sartre's 
“‘Les Mains Sales.”’ 

John Farrow will direct the pre- 
miere of Ringling Bros, Barnum & 
Bailey Circus for the benefit of 
St. John’s Hospital. 

Diana Lynn broke her arm in a 


“The Green Promise.” 

Theodora Lynch forced to bow 
out of “The Vagabond King” pro- 
duction at the Starlight theatre in 
Dallas due to sacroiliac trouble. 

Robert Siodmak has been on a 
bicycle directing films between 
Universal and 20th-Fox and now 
set for Gootfried Reinhart’s pro- 
duction of Dostoievsky’s “The 
Gambler.” 

E. A. “Pat” Patterson heading 
out on swing through Northwest 
to gander possible theatre buys 
after resigning as UI column and 
trade press planter after five years. 

Cecil B. DeMille celebrated 67th 
birthday last week afid’ his 46th 
wedding anni Monday. He’s been 
in town 35 years and is currently 
working on his 68th film, “Samson 
and Delilah.” 

Henry Nemo and Will Jason 
completed lyrics and music for 
“Aurora Borealis,” Billy Gilbert’s 
new musicomedy and rotund comic 
expects to finish the book within 
three weeks. : 

The George (Par) Browns’ boy, 
Bobby, doing postgraduate work in 
Chicago, motoring here after Labor 
Day for brief visit before he and 
his new bride go to University of 
London, where they have been in- 
vited to deliver series of lectures 
on anthropology and related sub- 


) jects. They'll be gone about a year. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Sylvia Walters, singing guitarist, 
on the mend after undergoing sur- 
gery. 

Throat ailment forced Ollie 
O’Tolle to cancel second week at 
the Copa. 

Eddie Brennan, Post-Gazette re- 
porter, and Mary Rose honeymoon- 
ing on Cape Cod. 

Keith Lundy playing leads this 
summer with Madge Skelly’s As- 
pen, Colo., Players. 

Phyllis Bateman, who was in 
“Song of Norway,” marrying James 
J. Kesler on Coast Friday (20). 

Jerry Jedd, recent graduate of 
Tech drama school, playing Ophe- 
lia in Barter Theatre’s “Hamlet.” 

James Jamieson, of “Oklahoma!” 
and “Brigadoon,” here participat- 
ing in annual Scottish -Clans’ 
games. . 

Mike Shapiro, indie theatre cir- 
cuit operator, okay after treating 
stomach ailment at Montefiore 
hospital. 4 

Peg and Jerry Manning back 
after working Detroit niteries four 
years, and plan to open their own 
spot here. 

Bandleader Sande Williams came 
on to visit his 82-year-old mother 
following run at Shoreham in 
Washington. 

Shirley Eckl, local ballerina who 
quit the Ballet Theatre a year ago 
to enroll as a student at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, has decided 
against continuing her studies, and 
will return to the stage this season. 
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OBITUARIES 


MAY DE SOUSA 


May de Sousa, 66, who had been 
a musicomedy star on Broadway 
znd in London, died penniless and 
friendless in a rooming house in 
Chicago, Aug. 10. Police reports 
attributed death to malnutrition. 
Neighbors said she had tried to 
eke out a meagre existence as a 
charwoman until she developed 
arthritis and could no longer work. 
She was too proud to apply for 
Home Relief. Listed under her 
marriage name of Mrs. May O’Hara 
at the Coek County morgue, her 
remains were about to be sent to a 

uper’s grave. However, Jack 
rving, Chi director of American | 
Guild of Variety Artists, made in- 
vestigation and after establishing 
her real identity, provided funds 
for burial. Friends that knew her 
were completely shocked at her 

light, many claiming they would 

ave gladly come to her assistance 
had they known of her poverty and 
illness. 

At the age of 13 Miss de Sousa 
was the toast of the turbulent Chi- 
cago Tenderloin district, singing a 
nonsensical ballad called ‘Dear 
Midnight of Love,” which had been 
written by Alderman John Cough- 
lin. known as Bathhouse John. She 
went into vaudeville while still 
young, and was still in her teens 
when she came to New York to 
join Richard Carle in “The Ten- 
derfoot.” 

She sang in ‘“‘A Chinese Honey- 
moon,’ “Babes in Toyland,” ‘The 
Land of.Nod” and “The Wizard of 


Oz.” Later she went to England. 
Her success in England, and 
later on the Continent, far out- 


measured her success in America. 
and she became aé_ favorite of 


‘motion pictures, 


merstein, legit producer. Her 
mother, Jean Hammerstein, divor- 
ced her father in 1910. He subse- 
quently married Dorothy Dalton, 
screen star. 

Prior to her marriage to Kays in 
1913, she had appeared in several 
productions of her father after de- 
buting in his musical, “High 
Jinks.” She later went to Holly- 
wood where she was subsequently 
featured or starred in a series of 
including “The 
Argyle Case,” “The Mad Lover,” 
“Drums of Jeopardy,’ “Greater 
Than Fame” and “Broadway Gold.” 





BOB BARRE 

Bob Barre, who had managed 
vaude units and roadshows for 
Harry Howard, producer, died in 
Australia, Aug. 8, succumbing to 
spinal mengitis, according to word 
received by friends in New York. 
After having been 


went to Australia several years ago 
to produce ‘“Stardusters,” ‘Fine 
Feathers” and other productions 
for David Martin of the Tivoli 
circuit there. 

Although burial was in Australia, 
Sibyl Bowan, actress-friend of 
Barre, has arranged for a memorial 
mass in the Actor’s chapel of St. 
Malachy’s R. C. Church off . Aug. 
23 at 9 a.m. 





BERT PRAGER 

Bert Prager, 36, veepee of James 
L. Saphier Talent Agency, died in 
Hollywood, Aug. 16, after a heart 
attack. He leaves his wife, daugh- 
ter and two sons, and a brother, 
Stanley. film actor. 

Prager starged in radio as com- 
mercial writer, and was with N. Y. 


IN MEMORY OF 


BOB BARRE 


- 


Departed August 8th in Melbourne, Australia 


“Death's but an open door, we move from room to 


TOOomM. 


“Life is eternity, There is no death.” 


Memorial Mass at 
St. Malachy's Chapel, 
9:00 A.M., August 23. 


theatregoers of a dozen nations. 


“The Girls of Guttenberg,” “Ha- | 
vana,” “The Girl on the Train,” | 


“The Count of 
“Peggy” and “Arms and 
Girl.” She played leads 





From his old friend, 


SIBYL BOWAN 


into production and came to Holly- 
wood to direct Jack Carson's show, 


Luxembourg,” | then under Campbell Soup spon- | 
the sorship, for FCB. He also handled | 
at' Sam Jafie for radio before joining | 


associated | 
with Howard for some 20 years, he | 


charitable organizations and hos- | or English woolens or Austin 


pitals, 





EMERY N. DOWNS 

| Emery N. Dewns, veteran thea- 
_ tre manager who reputedly gave 
_the musical Spitalnys their start in 
show business, died in Cleveland, 
| Aug. 12. When he moved there 
'from Brooklyn, N. Y., to open the 
Knickerbocker theatre in 1912, he 
organized a semi-sym ic pit 
orchestra with Phil, Leepold and 
Maurice Spitalnmy as its key men. 
| They later organized bands of their 
}own. Surviving are his wife and 
two brothers. 





MRS. THOMAS S. SCOTT 

Mrs. Thomas S. Seott, 75, who 
with her husband pioneered in mo- 
tion picture field in Jacksonville, 
Ill., died at her home _ there 
Aug. 3. 
| The Scotts operated the first 
nickleodeon in 


tern house. Their activities also 
included operation of the Grand, 


{now a unit of the Fox Midwest cir- btaction ial » iene in Reciend 


cuit. Her husband survives. 





HAL BRYAN 

Hal Bryan, 66, British music hall 
star, died in London, Aug. 14. 

Bryan gave up comedy role in 
London production of “Annie Get 
Your Gun” in June because of poor 
health. In addition to his London 
successes, he also appeared in the 
U. S. in 1929 in “The Fortune 
Teller” and other plays. He also 
made several tours of Canada. 


HERBERT C. KNELLER 

Herbert C. Kneller, 50, manager 
of the Broad theatre, . Lancaster, 
Ohio, died there Aug. 9 after a 
heart attack. Active in Ohio film 
theatre operations for 34 years, he 
‘formerly had managed Palace and 
Lyric theatres in Lancaster. 

Survived by wife. daughter, par- 
ents, brother and sister. 


ISABEL PITT LEWIS 
Isabel Pitt Lewis. 82, retired 
legit actress. died in New York, 
; Aug. 5. She last . appearec 
in “Passion Play” at the Hip- 
| podrome in 1929, and prior to that 
had appeared in stock companies 
and in vaudeville. 
Survived by three brothers. 





JAMES T. MACK 
James T. Mack, 77, charaeter 
actor, died in Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Born in Chicago, he started his 
stage career in Gilbert & Sullivan 
operettas. 
Leaves wife andgdaughter. 





SANTO P. ROMAN 
Santo P. Roman, 62, former own- 


ragencies of Donahue & Coe, Ben- er and operator of the Grand, 
Her successes in England in-, ton & Bowles, Foote. Cone & Beld- Benld, Ill, died in Litchfield, TL 
cluded “Cinderella,” “The Geisha,” ing, for a time. He later branched July 29. 


. 


He retired from exhibi- 
tion field 10 years ago. His widow 
survives. 


EVERETT HAYES 





London’s Drury Lane Theatre for Saphier. His last production chore of the Grand, Sullivan, BL, and in 


several seasons, and often sang at 
Paris, and 


pages in “Lieber Augustin” with 
Wolf Hopper. 

Her first marriage, to Eaton 
Arthur Haines, ended in divorce in 
1914, and inp 1918, on another of 
her world tours, she met William | 
O'Hara, an Australian surgeor | 
They were married, and Miss de. 
Sousa retired from the stage. 

She and her husband moved to. 
Shanghai, where he died in 1941. 
Twice taken as a prisoner by the 
Japanese during World War Il, 
she was repatriated in 1943 and» 
returned to Chicago, alone, penni- 





was at heim of “Corliss Archer” 
program, which he handled in ad- 
dition to agenting duties. 





FRANK HETTERICK 


Frank Hetterick, 64, actor and 
stage director, died in New York, 
Aug. 14. Fumerai service will be 
held today (Wed.) at 10 a. m. at 
Campbe'l’s Funerai Chapel, N. Y. 

Hetterick had appeared in and 
directed dramatic stock companies 


talking films. He subsequently 
appeared in Broadway and touring 
legiis. ineluding 


“If Booth Had | 


‘recent years exec. sec of the 

|Sullivan Chamber of Commerce 

| ee July 29 at International Falls, 
nn. 


FRANKLIN D. MILLER 
|_ Franklin Delano Miller, 60, of 
, Warner Bros. electrical dept. for 
| 23 years. died Aug. 9 in Van Nuys, 
‘Cal, His wife survives. : 





| Rather of Charles Schlaifer 
publicitv-ad chief of 





,and four other sons. 





. Nelson Galbraith, hs, a musie 


less, and unrecognized. She got a| Missed,” “Blow Ye Winds” and eutter at 20th-Fox for the last 15 


job as scrubwoman in the public 
schools. ‘ 


EDWIN MAXWELL 

Edwin Maxwell, 62, character ac- 
tor and former director of the 
N. Y. Theatre Guild's repertory 
company, died suddenly of a cere- 
bral hemorrhage at the Tangle- 
wood Summer theatre in Falmouth, 
Mass., following a rehearsal for a 
> 3 in which he was to play the 
ea 


Born in Dublin, he came to the 
U. S. at the age of six and appeared 
as a child in “A Village Case” and 
other plays of the era. Later he 
appeared in the “Potash and Per!l- 
mutter” plays, and directed and 
acted in “The Donovan Affair,” 
“The Jazz Singer’ and many 
others, also engaging in play doc- 
toring and production. He went 
te Hollywood 16 years ago, since 





a in more than 150 films. 
For the 10 years he has been 
an ‘late director with Cecil B. 
DeMille. His wife died last year. 





ELAINE HAMMERSTEIN 

Elaine Hammerstein, 50, former 
musicomedy actress and film star, 
who in private life was Mrs. James 
Walter Kays, died in Tiajuana, 
Mexico, Aug. 13, as a result of an 
automobile collision. Her husband | 
also was killed in the crash. She 
was the daughter of Arthur Ham-| 





“Killers.” Later he managed the- 
atres in Omaha and Winnipeg, 
Canada. 





WILLIAM A. HURD 

William A. Hurd, 48, director of 
media and research in the New 
York office of J. Walter Thomp- 
son aq agency, died of a heart ail- 
ment at his home in New Rochelle, 
N. Y., Aug. 10. Prior to joining 
JWT, he had been a director of re- 
search for the McGraw-Hill Co., 
Liberty and Newsweek magazines. 
He wrote extensively on media re- 
search. He been president, 
vice-president and treasurer of the 
New York- chapter of the Ameri- 
can Marketing Association. 

Surviving. are his wife, a son. 
his mother, and a sister. 





LOUIS ISAACS 


Louis Isaacs, 59, veteran in mo- 
tion picture industry and a past 
president of the Mystic 52 organiza- 
tion of magicians. died after a heart 
attack at his home in Pittsburgh, 
July 30. A brother. Leo Isaacs, was 
a Columbia salesman in Pitt for 


five years up until a couple of Liberty by their timorous aecept- manager, built up an operating 
weeks 


ago. 

Louis and Leo Isaacs owned and 
operated a commercial - industrial 
film laboratory for a score of years, 
but Louis was chiefly known. for 
his magic show entertainments at 


_years, died in Seattle, Aug. 9, while 
on vacation. 
His wife and a sister survive. 





Father of Dorothy Ritko, seere- 
| tary to sales: department of WWSW 
‘in Pittsburgh, died at his home in 
that city Aug. 9. 


Mother, 83, of Rosalie, Lee and 
| Stuart Stewart. Hollywood 
died in Hollywood, July 31. 


Father of Reis Bros.. vaude and 
ie act, died in New York, Aug. 


Wife, 34. of 














Tover, died in smpeeed anes 10. 


; 








/ Continued from page 1 


cept in the minds of executives of 
' American film companies,” Hel- 
| prin declared. “They are i 

| the Boycott themselves t en- 
_couraging the se-called Sons of 


ance of its threats. It is all just 
an excuse for retailiation, perhaps 
subconscious, ageinst the British 
_ film industry. 


Jacksonville and, 
later constructed the Scott, a mod-; 


Everett Hayes, 71, former owner 


Leo all performances. The Metropolitan 


cars? “Because the proprietors of 
| those busimesses aren't collaborat- 
‘ing with the beyeotters as the film 
_distributors are. They think that 
| by encouraging the boycett they 
will exert pressure on the British 
Board of Trade to ease up on the 
quota and other regulations apply- 


(ing to American films. 
| “It is obvious what's happening,” 


'Helprin added, “from the fact that 
the picketing and boycott has de- 
| veloped strength only since the 
45% quota was enacted. Why 
wasn’t there picketing before?” 

{Liquor stores, British ‘ leather 
goods places, etc., have been wide- 
'ly boycotted, too.] 

Fact that only British-owned 
films are being boycotted, while 
such pix as “Eseape,” made by 
20th-Fox im England, are allowed 
to play unmolested. was also 
scored by the Korda exee. He 
declared that Britain and British 
workers had profited by the pro- 


‘had netted the Met $1,057,679.06. 
Of that, $500,000 was used as cash 
down-payment to the boxhoiders. 
(Fhe rest made up the Met’s deficits 
of the. next two seasons.) 


The Guaranty Trust Co. gave a 
first mortgage of $470,000 om the 
‘building. The boxhelders, who got 
$500,000 cash, also get second 
mortgage bonds for an additional 
$1,000,000. 

In 1947 the property carried a 
book value of $2,000,000 ($1,970,000 
for the house; $30,000 for the ware- 
'house). Today the actual value of 
|the property is believed to be much 
greater, and being in the eenter- , 
city business district, in the.active- 
garment center, is highly desirable 
real estate: Were the building sold, 
and the y moved to 
more practical elsewhere, 


stand to 








Seme time ago he | 
estate of Elbert Gerry wanted to be 





and it was an evidence of “col- 
laboration” with the Sons of Lib- 
erty that they were, not being | 
picketed. 

Aside from the financial damage 
being. done to British producers by 
not having their pictures played 
here, Helprin declared that can- 
cellation of playdates was damag- 
ing to the prestige of the English 
filmmakers. 





Brit. MP Raps Boycott 
“Crass stupidity” was the reae- | 
‘ion last- week of Tom O’Brien. | 
Viember of Partiament and gen- 
‘ral secretary of the National | 
\ssn. of Kimnematograph Em- 
‘loyees, to a boyeott of British 
ilms in the U.S. imstituted by the 
Sons of Liberty and other pro-| 
Zionist organizations. “While I 
fully appreciate the feelings by the | 
American groups,” he said, “it is | 
an unintelligent attitude to take | 
however they feel about British | 
policy.” 

O’Brien, who arrived in the U.S. | 
to attend 
convention of the International 
Alliance of Theatrieal Stage -Em- 
| pleyees, minimized the need of | 
the Briti:h industry for the Amer- 
ican market and emphasized that 
were a similar boycott imposed in | 
Britain against American pictures | 
Hollywood producers would find it 
_infimitely more damaging. 
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the building was not for sale and 
wasn't a factor in bringing 
crisis. 


about 
unions 
-up with the 
' ses 
sion, the matter of social security 


which the musicians had sowght. 
In turn the musicians, as well as 


f 


late start. 





‘nounced that the Met had notified 


the current Cleveland * 


paid off in cash and breughi suit, 











Masked Spooner -/- i 
Continued from page | 


Coast. Life mag did a spread on 
him several weeks ago. 


Spooner does all his street and 
radio, television (werked ‘We, 
The People” show Tuesday (10) 
in N. Y.) im a full-head mask, plus 
@ carmine-lined cape. In signing 
the Victor pact, he refused to do 
anything but thumbprint the deal. 
Rourke guarantees the American 

ederation of Radio Artists that 
the guy is a AFRA member, but 
won't give his name. 

Whether Victor intends to record 
him immediately or wait until 
after the disk ban is uncertain. 





MARRIAGES 


Virginia LaMendola to Theodore 
Gee, Donora, Pa., Aug. 2. He man- 
ages Princess theatre There. 

Rosalind Kharfen to Dr. 
Alpert, Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
is Naney Dixen on KQ\V, Pitt. 

Elizabeth M. Burke 
Myers, New York, Aug. 14. 
an author and assistant curator of 
N. Y¥. Public Library's Theatre 
Collecti 


Zola 
Bride 








20th-Fox, | all of its employees of cancellation | 
over a period of years until that died in Omaha, Aug. 4. In addition|of the 48°49 season, it’s reliably | 
torm of show business gave way to to son, he is survived by his wife reported, for instance, that depart- Samta Monica, a 16. Father and 


ment heads (such as carpenters), as 
well as conductor Emil Cooper. 
‘Stage direetor Herbert Graf and 
‘ballet master Boris Romanoff, 
‘among others, hadn't reeeived 
notices of cancellation. 

Talk persisted that a certain seg- 





interested in selling the building 
because it was finaneially unprof- 
itable to run, while dowbt was ex- 
/pressed elsewhere that they could 
be in position to sell even if they 
wished 


Shareholders Carried Brunt 

| When Metropolitan Opera & 
.. Inc., was incor- 

‘porated in 1883, the original share- 

fear y tess put 


Opera Co., the producing organiza- 
tion, put on the operas; never paid 


‘receipts (which were insufficient 
for operation), and shareholders 
made up the rest. 
Shareholders were assessed 
every year for deficits, taxes, 
repairs, ete. The real estate com- 
pany lost money continually. the 
‘Met running behind except for a 
few years when Gatti-Casazza. as 


surplus. In 1940 the shareholders 


‘rent; received all the boxoffice | music 


daughter, Hollywood, 
er in Eagle Lion legal 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Cutier, sen, 


} * r 
are film thesps. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Art Pallan. daugh- 
‘ter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 9 Father's 
/a WWSwW disk jockey. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Max Silverman, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 9 Fa- 


‘ment of direetors-stockholders was |ther manages Kenyon theatre for 


Warners in that city. 


ter, Aug. . a program 
— of WCOP, Hub’s ABC out- 


in the contract dept. of o 





‘decided to unload. 


| House was sold in 1940 to the former Jinx Falkenburg, currently 
with husband on 


non-profit organization. the 


“Hi'- 


teamed 
“Why aren't the pickets in front Metropolitan Opera Assn.. for $1.- Jinx” and “Tex and Jinx” radie 


of stores’ selling Scotch whiskey 500,000. A radio drive that year shows. 
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ednesday, August 18, 1948 
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Mr. William Morris 
William Morris Agency» Inc. 


Weither Ralph Watkins nor tec q word t@ 
describe our anazenent at the way pilly Eckstin® 
g then in at the Royal Roost. 


Morris? 


Dear Mr- 
an gnink of 


we've had to 4n the past, 
put the P 

RECORD TO BITS but is nig t u ONSS 
ost anbelievable that an n can 
EVERt night. we've nad Lines 


it = al® 
pull turnaway crowds 
qaes of the piock- 


around poth §$ 
nis pecaus® ne's 8 





wnat's mores qe Love ) wonderful 
to work with. 
g nave nia back 89 


Pleas® Let u 
for 8% long as possible 


a 
Yours § 


wt 


william K. Faden 
AN 


“THE ECSTATIC” 


_BILLY 


ECHSTINE 


Soa Lo be 
Released a 
! on MGM 


Sj 
Acked “wd Lh 


EVER 
YTHING | HAVE IS YOURS 


goon a8 possidles 








incerelys | 
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